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BIRDS 

OF THE WORLD 



Authoritative text, crystal-clear photography, 
and a systematic approach make this the most 
comprehensive packet guide to birds of the 
world. Featuring over 800 bird species, this 
volume is designed to simplify^ the sometimes 
complex identification process* Whether in 
your neighborhood or in the wild, the Dorling 
Kindersley Handbook of Birds of the World 
enables you to spot and recognize birds easily 



PHOTO-ENCYCLOPEDIC APPROACH 

Each entry combines a precise description with an 
annotated photograph to highlight the bird’s chief 
characteristics and distinguishing features. There are 
useful maps showing worldwide distribution* pictures 
of alternative plumage, and scale drawings of each 
bird. Color-coded, quick-reference bands giving 
at-a-glance facts complele every entry. 



IDENTIFICATION MADE EASY 

For beginners and estal^lished enthusiasts alike, the 
Dorling Kindersley Handbook of Birds of the World 
begins by describing anatomy and behavior to help 
identify different types of bird, A visual identification 
key then shows the major bird groups and 
guides you to the correct entries. Finally, 
a concise glossar^^ provides a useful 
guide to the scientific and technical 
terms used in the book. 
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6 • IN I ROlHICrnON 



IN'I'RODUCTION 

W/iy have birds so raptured the human magma tlon? iih milUon 
Amerkans watch birds. Some treat it as a quiet pastime, obse/viug and 
perhaps photographing backyard species that frequent feeders and 
birdbaths. Others treat it as a sport, traveling widely in search of new 
species, or competing in "^ddrdathons'ko raise money for 
consetvaiion arganizations. 




chat hireling brings 
millions of 
dollars 



the USA alone 
is a $20 billion 
a year industry. 



4 fiffjasmifir ttmt 
rofir {‘mi i/r rmxffi for 
iiimwrimttg f/f ht^ sptfii 

W . • S'I’RRNfri’tJ VKHSU.4 

-SKM.,, 

duntm shfi'tr fCi^hf A hemft atr lv/a//v 
superior to hireis in 
po^er spied, nod range, 
hut hints are murk more 
mmmwerahk. Hints, for 
iustanre, do not need 
a ruu^vey to take 
off or iaud. 



itihfs use iheirrunud hUts 
tn ptntie mud for fmni * 



hamd emdde 
ihe dm to HimmfVt't' 

* skitlfutfy at tfm- speeds 



y. OkNAMKiNTAL 

^ Hkaikjkar 

All ostrich provided the pi Lime 
f( ir this ca va 1 ry^ h e I m c t (he/oar 
^ light), while the whtilc design 

hears a srr iking resemblance 
to the head plumage of a bird, ^ 
such as the Royal f lyeatchei^^^^B^. & 
ihetotd). In the flycatcher, 
however^ the crest is 
aligned sideways, rather 
than front to hack. 



Tm: Acii OR THh: Oun.i. 
One indispensable enntril>Lition 
birds have made m our 
civiliziition was to provide . 

(|iiills {rigfit) for wnttng. / 

I'hc central quill of a large f 
feather, usually from a M 
goose, was trimmed f 
with a penknife and 
the point sharpened 
and split m form a nih. 

The hrdlowtjuill is ideally 
SI I i tod fo r ho I d i nf. i h e ink. 

fenther 



I N fAfn; I UK money spent on watching cadi year to places like Cilape May in 
birds (on equipment travd, books. New' Jersey, IVdm Pc lee in Ontario, 
and art) is staggering. Surveys show and southeastern Arizona, fiirtling in 
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[KTkonucrnoN • i 



SvMHoi-s OK Honor ,\m> Wkaltm 

1 ^; 



ItATkiK ma\i 
WOHLI) Wx\H I 



I :s AUMV 
[^LSrlNCI'IMtKn 
S E U\ U K X 1 1; I )A K D CR( >S,S 



US Ah MV Cm* B.m)gk 

Wl I II [{.\GLI-: 



C:oNGRIiSJilONAL 

Mkivak ok Honoh 









SiNOAKOKK $5()£) No IK wm I 
SymhokU: CSciKUi’N Ohiolk 



Canadian $1 Coin wnii 
Common Lc)on 



Ni'W Zkal^VNO $Ztl Ntxn-: 
Wl I H NKVV ZKAI.AND PtOKON 



Biiu>s IN Many Cui:n’KPs 

Tor many cukures, birds are an intc^'ral 
part of the social fabric, playing a part 
in folklore, arc, and religion. In Soutb 
America, for example, feathers arc an 
essential feature of ritual garments; 
c li e y s h o\a^ m e m be rs h i p a n d s tat u s i n 
social groups and provide a sense of 
spiritual identity and protection. 

Kconomic and Social Valhh 
Birds also supply our most basic 
needs: food, tools, and dotbing. 
Domesticated birds (and their eggs) 
arc the basis of our poultry industry. 

We have used bird feathers for tjuill 
pens and 11 etched arrows and as 
insulation in gocjse-down ctiats and 
comforters. Birds have also cataly/ed 
scientdlc discovery: their study has 
helped us to understand the physics 
of flight, i'he canary in the coal mine 
has a new e<|uivaleiit — birds are 
indicators of the health of our 
environment, d’he decline of our 
niigratory songbirds increased cITorts 
TO pmicct habitat in their breeding, 
stopover, and wintering areas. 



PffiegfiHt 
Fakoff m 
■ thrhfifiti 



BlRDKEHPlNt; KOR PLEASURL 
Many people keep birds as pets. 

Parrots, Cockatiels, and other unusual 
species provide bird lovers with colorful 
and vocal companionship at home. The 
ancient art of falconry remains popular, 
and falconers’ knowledge of the rearing 
of birds of prey has assisted in the 
reintmduction <jf threatened and 
endangered species into natural 
habitats. Birds bring us wonder, 
mystery, and pleasure. 

In their limitless 
variety of color* song, 
and behavior, birds 
embody a magic 
that we may 
celebrate, liut 
only they can 
possess. 

David S. 

W'lEDNKK 

kt mti rh I Xssm iafe, 

Departmcfit of 
( )rmth A aaiemy 

of N((l if ra I Kmtices of 

Pkilmklphhk 
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8 * INM^Q[>UC:T ION 

How This Book Works 



T his book is arraiiKed according to 
the major groups of birds: non- 
passcrines^ which include the largest 
birds, and passerines, which include 
the songbirds. Each entry describes a 
separate species or kind of bird. I’he 
entries are arranged in order of their 
scientific classification. Birds that 
belong to the same family are grouped 
together. Within each family, closely 



related birds are placed near cadi other. 
Readers can find a bird by its habitat 
and behavior in the Identification Key 
on pages 18-37, or by its scientitlc or 
common name in the Index, Bach 
entry covers appearance, lial>itat. food, 
nest, and distribution, thus giving the 
most basic identifeation features. In 
many entries, additional details, such 
as song, calls, or behavior, arc p^o^ ided 



Pliimacb 
ILUISTRATIONS 
Except when stated 
(itherw isc, the 
photograph in each 
entry' shows the adult 
male. Many birds also 
have <nher plumages 
brr- pp, /2-/J), and the 
most important of 
these arc illustrated 
beside the photograph. 




BSrivCIKS 



Fkmai.k 



Ji'VKMf.r: 



Mack 

CU¥ST 






SiiRsiM-oii’is I'kmali: 



Ji vi:xij.i: Wi\f; 

Pvtcii 



Mali- 



DisTRiiui rioTs; 

Maps 

'fhesc show where the 
bird is likely to be seen, 
eitheir all year round or 
at certain times, for 
example, Purple Martins Ih Kn.i: Make j.\ 
breed in North America 
and winter in 
Bra/JI; the 
map also 
shows the 
area through 
which they 
migrate. By 
contrast, in Elroi'kan Roiun 

the western part of their 
range, European Rfvbins 
stay all year, but in the 
east they are migrants. 

*fhe Australian Brush- 
' 1 II rke y i s a no n -m igra n r, 
remaining in the same 
area all year roumh 

HkLSH-IrRKLV 






SCAI.K SlI.HOUHTTKS 

These show the bird next to a copy of this 
hook, f (jr reasons of space, liirds above 
20 in (50 cm) long are shown in a smaller 
scale, so chut the book appears in 
two different si/cs. All l>irds 
are measured fully stretched 

out, from beak ttj tail tip. I J 

In species in which 
male and 
female look 
different, the 
male is 
illustrated. 
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iN^rROi:jucynoN • 9 



f "f Jithi ") 
iimnf nffmmh' * 



ojspirm * 



{tVlTfi^t li Nglh’ if ffli/k 
mtiijfmfik (engtbs 
t huth mt'ii^m^menh 



usual m 
/offifmN aawr 
nf fhe sj[uT!vs 



Hoks 
iadimte am 
si^uifaaui 
diffrmu'f 
/rAk-v’m mak 
and frnialr • 



pam^mph: 

appaaattn, 

hahdiit, and 
fmd aiv always 
drsrtdmi 



dfs/rduidt/if • 

platr names 
and deta ils 
(if migratian 



nest data, ^k'in^ 
details 
ojstrufiatr, 
matfnah, 
and hiratinn m 






^ Tdttthifi'tptf 



Zhhk.-v Finch 

Stk n.imcil hfutk-jiui-w lnTU, 

hjrreit rjtL '.jKi.'jtN Ja>cs in 

.ircj^ rwar w-JTtf, Tei:din^ 47 n ll i' 

^cen iit Utely fliK'kHt ulEtfr nIiki. 

II:ISJ| mitCN. 

I • Nl'iST Ad^imsof 

Wilh i 'ktc trtEI 
in j hu^h tiT hu^IiaH' 

* DlsriilllM 'THJM 
K- hidcmc^fn 



4 



UI^TH^^^JTH^X 




Ptufni*e 



* Atfui-^intit-6dfn fitsl 

« |M^rZr 



J! 






Doi miJ^-HARkiaj Finch 

‘I'hi^hnm rti'iti fl[a> liiTfc fiaub 
i>i idrniilitid by iwn hJiiiik hjnd'k 
it^ tipcvi^t. Snidll pjrtie^. 
t'eaMj in ^bnlE <:■■' li'l^ bjTC 

1?ni[im3. li-^bhHe ht 

tajvcr. rjkiilijE. ’■mull ^iccj'i. 

• Nt-'^T A biiri/tmuL 
baj<Elc-Nh.ttKd ncM nuite 
nf dricil |!r4’l•^. linetl w irb 
finer era‘^%. muj (■^^v'cd in Et 

bii^h min u 31 Eif^s-S. 

* Dirmim Tl<l^ 

\. jni.1 K. Ait^Emlti- OEVlumtrnnSi 



ifffittaf 

* irim 




Sesci dlike 


1 ftf ^ 


SSun.fn.Rtuni 




j ^necwi 


4!*', in 0 Kmi 



RRH'THROATI’D 
Pakkut Finch 

The real ‘ j 111 I -Rf CC n pliurru jrc of 
this fint b t int Ik utimrured iis ish 
ihriE aif ii [p^ftoE nmj bjt j^ven ri«e [<i 
the PiiinK*- lltit :i{Ti;(;its iKt'iil^ in fjttri 
l^nd iind ippcn wiriMJ I jnd. ^cen in pH Its 
the hiccditiR sc-jsan. itnd in tlrtsks lit rptbci limei 
it feeds on ftiass veedv jnaJ wpmernttei laisiteis. 

* Nl’^tT A nmiid netl ni Rtass with. <l stJe 
cnirnnte. nanajlly in j cjvity nt ftliKSs. 

rK under .in ctvcrhjni'ini' ehintp of Rtiiss. 

♦ nrs'rium TION Scw < jledonw, 



HCfrU A(w/t 



ff4 tvmf* 




.Se^csjJike 






i'fdnr 

fiiustrations 
shea^^ pluma^s 
that differ f mm 
the one shft^ n in 
the photograph 
iseepp. il-lM 



nmat magf is 
ali^ays a mhr 
I phntiigraph 

srale sHhonette: 
the bird hside 
a ropy of th is 
• hook 



photngi'aphs are 
selerted to shoinr 
the main 
idenfifiration 
m features 



— « distribution 
map - this 
bird orenrs on 
the island of 
.Yrtt?* (laledottta 



states isrhether sexes are alike. Imik • 
different, or are only slightly different 



habitat symbids, in order m 
of impmtanret see ke\ beba^' 



m whether migrant, non -migrant , 
partial migrant, or nomadir 



Kl’V TO H AlMTVt sS^Amoi.s 

« forest: fonifemus. 
hroadleaveeL temperate, 
monsoon, or rain fotrst 

open lo/est: morespa/e 
IfeMeen the trees 
fotrstedge 

fft grass/anel iefth seatteml 
tfves iinelndfs farmland) 

bnshes. shrubs, thn kets. 
and nndergsyttrth 



jud^ areas of se/ub z'egetsttion, 
/reffnefft/y Ji:‘ith thorns 

open landsrapes, inrlnding 
grass/anel, tundra, sttz:annu, 
ntoor/aud, and heaths 

^ semidesert 
^ desert 

lakes, ert-ejs, and t'u inity 



Upland stframs and vkinity 
open sea 

f vdy or sandy semhoie 

feesh^ater manhes and s^eamps 

meky plmes or eliffs / Imth on the 
roast and inland) 

A ntonntaim 
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10 * JN TRoiHrcrnoN 

ANAroMYOF Birds 



B irds ari- animai.s can By, and 
virtually every feature of a bird 
shows that it is highly adapted to this 
purpose* The body is short, strong, and 
compact, tile internal organs being 
protected by the breastbone and the 
pelvis. The breastbone is broad and 
fl a ttc n cd to carry la rge d i gh t rn u s c I e s * 
The legs are strong and springy and arc 
muscular at the point where they join 
the body- Idiey must provide the push 



for takeoff and cushion the shock on 
landing* Anatomically, a bird’s wings 
cf^rrespoiid to human hands, but most 
of the *'fingcr'’ bones are absent in 
birds. T'he wings carry the large fans of 
feathers used in Bight but folded away 
when at rest. Since a bird has nu hands, 
its bill must be adapted for all feeding* 
'rhe tail has evolved into a short row 
of bones carry ing the large, adjustable 
fan of tail feathers. 





Mr 



prhh fsrrks 
lip mtilffiii 



mil tmm 

ti&t ftbofVr 
f£'ing imms hi 
ihh 



• iHrnUboHr 
rmrks thr 
uiug mmdes 



C'fm/fi&ii 

Sm/ /hfg • 



Eihigs ffAd 
iivrrihf kitk 
^hen iti resit 



skektm! of 
CammoH 
.SmriiHg » 



hmg furved 
ttrrl\ hidden 
tuiderjritther^ 



A typical bird has a neat, streamlined shape, 
formed w ith its fcathcr-covcrcd body and 
wings; its l>ili is covered by a hard sheath, 
and it ha.s bare, scalc-covercd legs and feet. 



The skeleton has a thinner structure and is 
lightly made to aid flight, 'bhe bill lucks the 
smooth sheath of rhe living bird, and the 
wings and tail look short and hony. 



Four FiiAiTUiR Tv i‘iis 

(.onttnir feathers are small and eov 
body, while down feathers form a h 
underneath providing extra 
insulation. Flight feathers are 
long and stiff There are two 
types: tail feathers, which arc 
often symmetrical, and 
wing feathers* which are 
unevenly shaped, I'he 
feathers on this page are 
not to scale - in any birds 
have wing feathers, lor 
instance, that would be 
taller than this book. (}ovnji r 





Down 



I'aij 



WINO 
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iN'i'uoiMicrn(>N • 1 1 



Sn.AI'li MoVKMIiNT 

'The sh;ipc af a bird and of its vatious parts 
arc dues to the way in which it lives. The 
bill, for instance, is ahvays very^ precisely 
adapted to a bird s particular method of 
feeding. Similariy, a bird s way of nying, 
standing, or moving on the groLmd - for 
instance, whether it hops or walks --arc 
rdaced to its way of life. 'I'he way a bird 



dings to its perch is always eioscly adapted 
to its habitat or to the type of vegccacion in 
which it normaily lives. People w ho w'areh 
birds learn to take an interest in shape and 
mtsvemcne as they help indkate the (jvcrall 
category^ in which tr^ place the bird being 
watched. 'Phis ean be combined with otlier 
information to help identify the bird. 




QjRMORAXn SrNRlRU: iXJWNt l'RVKI 
SI lAHR RILL OF RILL FOR PRC JRINO 
A FISH-K.VI’EK FLOWERS FOR VFXri AR 



Ulrcjn: as'I'rono, oAta;F:R- 

LIKE RILL FOR S I ARHtSit; 

AND SFXZINC; 



WAkHLFR: A 
SLKNDKR, INSKtri- 
FAriNfj mu. 





(;OLDFINC:il: CKAOKS SFKDS ToIKIAN's LONf; RILL Dl t;K's RU.L HI a HRS KLI-SH-KArFars 

Wl I II rrs Si’RONtS iiiu. kKACFtFS OUT FOR l-Rlin’ FOOD FROM WATFR SHARP, HtKJKI%D RILL 








Look carefully at 
flight silhxjuettes: 
forest raptors (a) a 
liavc rounded 
wings; martins 
(b) have narrow; b 
tapering wangs. 

1 a>ok, at posture 
and gait. .Some birds 
like the Reed 
Warbler (g) 
cling to vertical 
stems. Pipits (h) ^ 

always walk: pittas (i) 
travel by hops 
and leaps 
along the 
groii nd. 



'The tapering 
wings and narrow 
tail of a falcon (c) 
contrast with ihe 
broad, splayed 
wings and broad 
tail of an eagle LO- 

Many birds, 
including 
most finches, 
perch upright {j) 

(in a level branch. 
Wagtails (k) run 
after insects on the 
ground, using their tails 
us rudders or brakes 
when turning. 



dbrns (e) have 
IcmR. desatu 
wings; albatross 
wings (f) arc 
veiy' long, w itii 
an extender I 
inner section. 



[ vook for birds that 
clamber up trees, 1 
using sharp claws, 
ike this tieeereepcr 

(l) . 'Phe Water Rail 

(m) has long legs 
and a narrow' b(idy 
for squeezing through 
marsh vegetation. 
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12 • INTROIHIC: riON 



Vy\RIAl'I0NS WITHIN SPECIES 



A spkciks is a kind of bird, a number 
of related individuals rhat ean 
interbreed and pr<)duce fertile young. 
However, tbere are many species in 
which the birds d() nijt all look alike. 
Male and female adults are often 
diB'crently cokjred- Young birds look 
different from adults, which may give 



them better canioidlagc or may 
prevent unnecessary' fighting for 
terrirojy'. This page shows how Tamily 
members" (male, female, and juvenile) 
ean look different; the page opposite 
sIkjws other ways in which a species 
can vary; it may have suhspedes (local 
forms) or two or mt^re ctilor phases. 












Sexes alike; the 
Cape CirasshirJ 
is an 

example. Males 
often have a 

tlilTcrcnt.song. 



Sc xes w ra 1 1 y d i ffc re ii r: 
f A E ry- wre n s ( a re 
an example of this 
category. 'The full 
d i fTc re nee is seen oji I y 
in the hreeding season. 

riiffif /rnui/r 

Sexes totally different in 
breeding phmiagc; the 
male goes intn a third 
**eelipsc’* plumage for 
part of the nonhreeding 
season. Eclipse males 
look like females, hut 
with slight 
differences. 

1'his occurs 
in many 
duck species, 
such as the 
I in tail 



Pattern similar 
hut male has 
brighter hues 
than female, as 
in the Eurasian 
Bullfmch 



Juvenile looks similar to the female hut is 
duller, as in the Ntmhern (Cardinal Ut^/ove). 



Juvenile is totally 
unlike the adult, 
as in the Black- 
cujwned Night- 
[ ierrm iri^Zif) and 
manv other herons. 



fifhfh 



/iiz'fnik 



Pattern similar 
but female has 
brighrer hues 
than maJc, as in 
the Eurasian 
l)t>tcerd {njiZif). 



mrfie 



Male is 
significantly 
larger chan 
female: the 
fjrear Busrard 
is fine 
example. 

Female is 



femfik 



significantly 
larger than 
male, as in 
the Red -tailed 
Haw k iiigZn) 
and other 
birds of prey. 



Male has a longer tail 
than the female (often 
only in breeding 
birds), as in the Blue 
Peafowl iZ/eZo^' 
itiitZ rlgZir\. 



fi'intm 
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IN TROl^liCrriON • 13 






Kirois- 
siiiKU ro\viM:i-; 

KvsikEin 
Si I 



Hi r.vsi.w 

Ni 

\Vl M I 
Sn 



Sl iispi:cii:s oi 
mi: VakieU) 
Snriii.i.A 



l SJ'AUROVV: 
Dauk, \Vi;su:k\ 
Si f-SSl'KaH.S 



Si’BSPhx:n:s 

Miiny spcdcs have 
dLstinct lucul ftirms 
known as subspecies, 
llicsc h>ok different 
frtjm cme untjther. 
rh()U"h often in only a 
minor way. I hey can be 
tlisrinKuished by color, 
si/c, song, or sometimes 
by features like bill 
shape or tail length. 






RxAVU'UCS of SOHSFFX:lliS 



Nohiukhx 

FiaokHM: 

i:asi>:rn 

Sn!si“Kt:iKs 



Canalw (IoosK: 
Si vi.tiAi, 
Snisrix'iHs, 
VAKVl\fS IN .SiZK 

Oni.v 



Vi Li.ow 
VVaoimia 
\V i:s“i KHN 
Si RsrKCiKs 



Will I K 

Waoiama 

\\i;s'iKtt\ 

Snwm:iK 



I.ONfJ-IAlE.KO 
I’n: ClHAV 



Kl RASJAN 

Ni i ckackkk: 
Sn:MH:it-i!iu.m> 



\'arii:i> 

-Sn i Kl A A: 

SOI n IIWKSIKUN 
Sn 



ClAMUioN CroU: 
MiKHM E9 
.SnvsrKCiKs 



^■^k.^slA^ 
Ja^: th,\c;K- 

i: ROWS' KO 
Sn!srKf:iKs 




Cni.014 PlIASFS 

I n s<jme species, 
dilU’erently 
colored 
individ mils 
oceun 

regardless of 
geographical 



area, like 
the white 
and bine 
cidor phases 
of the Snow 
Cioose. 




Examplks of 

I*HASFS 





I 'API AN 

L< >kikk:i; n 
Hl ac k Pi I ASI 



C'oVtMON 

tlrckoo: 

Ri l oi :.s 

[*l lASK 



Kr ROPE AN 
Scoi's 
Owt.: 
kri’ors 
Pi iasp: 



Goii.ixan 
P tM:i e: 
Uko- 
iii: \np:n 
Phase 
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Wa'I'ching Birds in the Garden 



B ird WAIGNINC;, ok hirdincj, usually 
begins at home. In any garden or 
yard, there are bound lo be a number 
of birds that are already present; it 
doesn’t take much work to adapt a 
garden so that it offers the best for 
birds and brings in more than the usual 



handful of species. Some things are 
particularly likely to attract birds: 
water, both for drinking and bathing; 
maximum variety in the habitats 
available; providing possible nest sites; 
and offering food, at the appropriate 
time and in the appropriate way. 




NkST iiOXIiS 



Birds that use nest 
boxes range in size 
from passerines, like 
chickadees, robins, 
and nuthatches, to 
some ducks ami 
birds of prey. Boxes 
shown here are for 
small passerines; 
other species need 
boxes of different 
sizes and designs. 





Biitn TabliiS 

In colder climates, 
many people build 
food tables to feed 
birds in win ter. 

This prevents food 
from being lost in 
the snow or taken 
by scavengers. 

Slum n here are two 
views of a simple 
tabic that can be 
made at home. 




Hmail pQi 
ktsf , suifahkfor 
finnkm^ wafff 

kir^ftjio^er pffl 
fmsf also mahi^s a 
gmfikith • 



birds Uh m bathe 
m sheiUtm tsater 



Watkr Containers 

Many passerines like water to be provided 
in a raised site, such as a bird tabic. Other 
birds prefer to drink frtmi a shaikm^ pool on 
the ground, with good idl-roimd visibility. 





t'oeonut for small birds 



Some fooel should he 
Sifspendedi some pltieed flat 
071 a raised site; 
sofne smftered 
on die 
ground 



peanut dispenser 



bread h less nuifi/hus for birds^ 
but a useful stopgap in Ts^inter 
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Wa'I'ching Birds in the Field 



T he I’liOLGirr of learning' bow to 
Unci and identify bird.s am in the 
wild seems a dauncinx one, but once 
you have been there to look for them, 
peril aps with someone vs- ho knows the 
birds of the area, your skill will develop 
rapidly. You will very' .soon get used to 



Binoculars 

[J^tbrw eight types 
arc the most 
pruetieal with 
magnifications of 
7 to HE With 
higher powers, 
you may spend 
ton long aiming • 

and focus i n g. 

Bird 

PHOTOGRAPin 
'!'hc most suitable type 
of camera for 
photographing birds is a 
35 mm SLR model. 

Practice on garden birds 
first, to ac(|iiirc the skills 
of judging distance, 
focusing in the rime 
available, and steadying 
the camera for the shot. 





ihuri • 
kfis/or 
normal 





looking carefully at the shapes and 
colors of birds and to watching their 
actions. The type of habitat in which 
the birds occur, their location (such as 
w hether high or low in the trees, or down 
on the ground), and any vocalisations 
thev make are all useful dues. 






WA'rCIlING 

FROM A Blind 

Birds arc often alarmed at 
the sight of people, hut if 
you hide behind or 
within a simple 
structure they will soon 
forget your presence 
and go about their business. A temporarsf, 
movable blind can he made by camouflaging 
d simple tent with branches and leaves 
_ — ^ kftX A 

parked car {kfl) 
is a very' effective 
blind, as the birds 
usually fail oj 
reali/e that it 
contains humans. 



Notfuooic 

Make notes of wdiat you 
sec, or even a fast sketch; 
there is no better way ttj 
train your eye for detail. 
A note hot ik also 
provides a record of the 
birds you have seen and 
forms a log of activities, 
which will help in 
planning future trips. 



Long 
Lhnsbs 

To phottigraph 
small or distant 
birds, you will 
need a high- 
pfm'crcd len.s 

(200 mm focal length or more) and, for best 
results, a tripod to keep it steady. 

PkKMANIiNT 
Bird Bunds 

Large blinds, 
often seen in 
nature resert'es 
for wildfowl, can 
accommodate 
many visitors. 






Bird Protection in thi 
Breeding Season 

Remember that birds breeding 
arc birds sensitive to disturbance. 
Nothing should he done that frightens 
them or alters the surroundings of 
their nests. Once frightened, they 
may abandon the nest, which could 
set their breeding back a whole year. 
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IDEN riFYING BIRDS IN FLIGHT 



iJGirr IS A helptVil idcnrificLuion 
feature for many birds. Some whole 
groups of species can be recognized by 
their flighc patterns* During conrtship, 
many birds perform special display 



nights, and these, ttH), can help in 
identirieation. As stjon as a bird takes 
off or opens its wings, the markings it 
reveals may provide crucial clues as to 
what species yon arc looking at. 





Steady flight with regular wingbeats, ahutg a 
direct path, is typical of a vers^ large number 
of species* These range from emws 
t(j geese, pigeons, and many smaller birds. 



Some small birds, such as tmehes ), 
conserve energy hy rising on a wingbeae, 
then dosing the wings to the body, 
and swooping until the next wingheat* 



Some larger birds ofeen soar and Wtiodpcckcrs i///wve) have un undidaring 

glide wirhout flapping their wings, rising a flight style. 1 hey ascend with several 
little each time they turn into the wind. wingbeats* then swoop down on closed 

wings like fmehes. 

Some large birds Uvg/i/) hav-c an 
energy-saving style of flight in 
which bursts of strong wingbeats 
aliernare with long, level glides* 




Disi^LAY FLi(;in s 

Birds chat are breeding often perform 
aerobatic display flights m attract a mate or 
show their presence to rivals. 'I'his is 
especially common in (>pen-eountr>‘ birds* 

Flying from the treetops, the Comnum 
Wood -Pigeon rises steeply, often 

with loud, dapping 
wingbeats, then 
glides down. ^ 

7 ^ 



'1 he male Meadow Pipit rises From 

the ground in a steep, fluttering flight, 
during which he 
lUtCTs weak “tip” 
calls* Lhen he 
parachutes 
down again, 
uttering one 
long trill. 



A •• 



« / 












'The Nfirchcrn Lapwing has an 

crTacie, tumbling display, with wild calls. 

Some eagles ing/ff) perform swoops 
and dives high in the air* "Fhey dose 
their wings to dive, turn up again 
briefly, and then continue the ^ 
plunge before finally 
leveling out. 



“Pendulum” 
displays irigA/) 
are seen in 
some birds of 
prey and some 
hummingbird 
species. 
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MaKKINCJS on TUE WlNCiS 

'I'hc moment -a bird takes to the air. ir is 
likely display vivid markings un the 
spread wings and tail, riiese include white 
{ix colored parches, bars, nr stripes, that arc 
hidden vvhilc the bird is perched. Other 
birds feeding nearby, often in a mixed- 
species notice the change in 

appearance and interpret it as a w arning of 
danger and the need to fly. 'I'hc pattern 
also enables each bird to recognize 
members nfits own species, which it will 
then fnllmv to safety. We, too. arc able to 
nsc the pattern, together w ith details like 
song t>r behavioT. tt> identify the species. 

WIjNC PATCriES 
!.onk for the flush of wing 
patches. 'I’hese are panels of 
a eonspicuous. vivid color, as 
seen on the female Kvening 
C; ms beak 





Alarm SIGNAI. On taking off, the male 
Chaffinch reveals a \'ivid pattern U/^/ote). 




Wing Striphs 

'These arc bands tif a bright, 
contrasting color that shivw 
along the extended wdng w'hen 
the bird is seen in ftight, as in 
the Eurasian Goldfinch 



WiNCJS OF Waders ani> Di cks 




CiRKAiKk Common Eurasian 

Vki.i A>\vu:c;s Rkosm ank (hs ri:fu :ai onkw 





Room 

RNS'rONE 



BI’AOII 

fmcK-KNKK 



PlKD 

Avtxarr 



In shore-birds, also known as waders (xj/fove), 
most si^eeies have their (wvn characteristic 
patterns of white on the wing/ These marks 
become visilile only when the birds fly. 



As well as having patterns of w hite stripes 
on the wing, some ducks also have a 

speculum - a white or vividly etdored panel 
located im the inner flight feathers. 




M.anbo 

Dock 



(]|NNA.MO\ 

I'kAl. 



(Common 
lSiikcuix :k 
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Identification Key 



T he families to which birds 
belong are not always useful as 
guides to how they w'ill look when seen 
in the field. A good number of families 
include birds that are very unlike one 
another in vital respects, such as color, 
shape, habitat, or behavior. This key 
solves the problem by setting up 
categories chat are not based on family 
but on habitat and feeding manner. 

Bear in mind that categories like this 
cannot be watertight — birds are living 



creatures and can rarely be tied down 
to a single habitat or style of behavior 
This means that in some cases you may 
find it helpful to try alternative w'ays 
through the key. Stage 1 (opposi/e) 
divides all birds into five basic types. 
Choose the relevant one and follow its 
symbol into Stage 2, where the basic 
types are divided into helpful 
categories. Silhouette images lead from 
here into Stage 3 (pp. 22^37), giving 
possible identifications. 



Stage 2 : Walking and Wading Birds 





Lauge Flightless 
Birds 

Very big birds, some taller 
than humans, mostly with 
long legs and necks. Some 
live in open country and 
survive by their ability to 
walk or run long distances. 







Smaller 

Fi.ightless Birds 

birds tiom pigeon- to 
chieken-sizc that live on 
the ground and hide in 
vegctatimi or in humnvs; 

some arc nocturnaL 






Water isiRi>s 
Swimming with 
Webbed Feet 

Birds mostly feeding at the 
surface; some roach beneath 
the surface, and some dive to 
pursue fish or other prey. 

WArERBIJUJS 

Swimming w ithout 
Webbe:d Feei' 

Mostly surface feeders, 
though some dive. Some 
have lobes on liicir toes 
as swimming aids. 
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SrAGK 1 



*rhis pan of the key groups birds him basic 
types. Most birds fu into one of the first 
foitr categories, enabling you to move on 
immediately to Stage 2. A few belong to the 
category of Specialized Feeders. To 



understand ibis group, turn to the relevant 
parts of Stage 2 {/mirffm of pp. lO-H) and 
then look at the examples shown in Stage 3 
{pp. this will make it dear w'hieh 

birds belong to this category. 




WAi,kiN;o 
anh WAlllNt; 
Birds 



Wx I’K Rill H I >S {■ R 1 1 1 I -KA' I K K S. 

Ni:t:iAR-FlvKl>KRS, 
AND SKRIIH-ATKRS 



Hun IK R SON 
Land AND in 
Trkks 



SPKOlAl.IZRn 

Kkkdkrs 



Smaller Runners 
wjTii Short Bills 

Ranging from pigeon- to 
ehicken-size, these are birds 
that spend most or all of 
their time on the ground, 
often feeding on seeds but 
that can fly when necessary. 

Smaller Runners 
WITH I.ONG Bills 

Pigeon- to ehieken-size 
birds with slender bills 
for probing the ground and 
feeding on insects. Most of 
them cun fly when necessary. 



Mi:i>ium-size 

Runners 

'These arc turkey-size birds 
that spend most of their time on 
the ground, though all are able 
to fly. A number of them nest 
and roost in the branches of 
large trees. 

Large, Long-legged 
Wai>ing Birds 

Nearly ail these birds w'ade in 
shallow water or marshes — the 
rest feed in grassland. All can 
fly. Most have long necks for 
reaching down to iced. 






Waterihrds that 
Snatch from 
tup: Air 

Birds that locate their prey by 
flving over water, then snatch 
it from the surface or just 
heltiw, w ithoiit swimming. 

WaJ ItRRIRDS THAT 
Pit INGE- DIVE FROM 

THE Air 

Birds that generally spot prey 
while flying over water, then 
plunge beneath the surface to 
seize it or chase after it. 




Water BIRDS 
THAT Dive from 
THE Surface 

S u r face - s w' i m me rs chat 
submerge to hunt. Most 
swim with theit feet, 
some with their wings. 

Waterhirds 
THAT ALIGI it ON 

thf: Surface 

Birds that settle from 
the air to take food 
from the surface; some 
make a shallow dive. 
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Stage 2: pRuiT-iiATEits, Nectau-feedkrs, am> Seed-eatiiKS 



Fiu )IT-Eyvn:ks 

'Vhh category consists mainly t>f 
t^CL'-dwcll^rt^^ birds. Most cat 
the Irnit where it grows on the 
branch, some wirhoot plucking 
it. Some birds merely remove 
the flesh from the inside of 
large, soft fruits, bruit-eating 
bills arc adapted in various 
ways, Sf>mc are very' long, enabling tlie bird 
to reach fruit withmu having to walk <m thin 
twigs; others arc shorter and stouter and arc 
useful for cutting or grasping fruit. 



Stage 2: Hunters on Lanh and in I'kiiES 



Stage 2: Specializiuj FiiiiDKus 



CARRION-liATE'liS 

birds of this eategory feed on 
dead animals that they have not 
killed. Some soar high ov erhead 
and scan the ground with their 
keen eves to locate carcasses. 



Aerial Feeders 

Smaller meml>ers of rhis group 
feed by eatching flying insects. 

1 /iirger members, such as the 
fri gate birds, piratical I y mb other 
birds of their prey in mid-flight. 



AcrivK HuN riiiis 

birds of this category' seek t)ut 
their prey and pounce on it in a 
sudden, aggressive attack, 
pursuing it if necessary. Some 
are seen patrolling in flight, 
watching with keen eyes for any 
movement. Some vvateh from a 
perch beff>rc swooping down on prey, I'his 
group includes many nneturna) hunters. 



'Free trunk ani> 
Branch For \(;ers 

'I’hesc birds hunt insects that 
are hidden in cracks in the bark 
of tree trunks or branches or 
rest on the hark, Sonte also 
chisel <Hit grubs of insects that 
bore into rtuten wtiod. 
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NKCriAR-FKHnHRS 
A n u m he r i j f h i rcb feed 
hy inserting their bills 
into flowers and sucking 
<Hit nee ran Some of 
tfiese, such as the 
lorikecrs, are ulsti capable of 
eating fruit. Many also car pollen 
and have brush^tipped tongues for this 
purpose. Others are more special ized lor 
ncerar-feeding and have rubular tongues. 
Most ncL tar-feeders also ear small inseers 
that they find in or beside the llovvers. 



] ne ! u d e d in t h i s ea t ego ry 
arc the seed-eaters known 
to cage ami aviar\^ bird 
enthusiasts - the tmehes. 
waxhills, weavers, sparrows, 
and him tings. .Seeds are taken 
both fr<nii vegetation and from the 
ground, d here are many pigeons, parrots, 
larks, and members of the crow family that 
also take seed. Acorns and nuts are large 
seeds, and birds that feed on them, such as 
jays and nutcrackers, also appear here. 






lNvi:!rri:mi\ri': 

Probers 

A rich supply of insecLs 
and other in vertebra te,s 
is found in the soil, 
e.speeially beneath the nirf 
in grassland. Birds in this 
category exploit this resource, prcibiiig the 
ground with their long, strongly made bills. 
All birds in This category can tly. 



Insect Gleaners 

Birds of this category^ feed by 
moving through tree foliage, 
unde rgrow t h , or I ow-gre iwi ng 
plants and taking small 
creatures from twigs and 
leaves at random. Any insect 
that happens to be resting on a leaf or 
dinging underneath is seixed as soon as it is 
notieed/riicsc birds often hunt in flocks. 




Si r-AND-WAlT 
I Iunti:rs 

A very large number of 
species ad<jpt the policy of 
sitting at some vantage point 
and watching, ready to swoop 
to the gnnind or to tly out 
after prey when they sec it. 




Insect 

Plksue:rs 

A number of passerines arc 
small equivalents of the 
Active 1 lunters, moving 
artmnd in search of insects 
and pouncing on them or 
chasing them on sight. 




SPliClAlJZKD 
KXin.OlTERS Oh 

Animals 

A number td' bird.s rely on 
{ithcr animals to pn>vide rheir 
food. I lerds of animals attract 
parasitc.s and disturb ground 
insects on which birds can 
feetl. .'\rmy ants eause small 
creatures to flee in panic. The 
honeyguides rely on any animal, 
including humans, that will 
break open bee,s" nests. 




Oi>IH)RTUNLSTS 

S()me species do not restrict themselves to a 
particular type of food or method of iTnding 
it. 'They arc able to eat many dilTerent types 
of food and (piiekly take advantage of any 
food supply as soon as the opportunity 
occurs, rhey may be seen feeding, like 
other birds, on insects, fruit, or seeds; they 
may hunt small 
animals or eat 
carrion, or they 
may scavenge at 
garbage dumps. 
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S 'fAGH 3 



This part of the key bnnjj;s you closer to 
identifyini^ the bird you are considering. 
'The catcgortcs from Stage Z arc broken 
duwn» either to a precise species or to a 
small group that may contain it. Numbers 
after the names refer to the pages, or 



parts of pages, on which the birds appear. 
This handbook contains descriptions of 
819 species, out of some 9,600 known to 
exist - in other words, one in 1 1 of the 
world’s birds. Bird species have been 
specially selected, so that the book covers 
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rhc full range nf diversity. In many cases, 
Stage 3 nflers a precise identifrcadon, as 
in the case of the Emu or the Kakapo 
beUm^, In other cases, Stage 3 refers you 
to a group of species, such as Pheasants 
at the bottom of this page. I'his means 



that your bird is one of the pheasants 
illustrated in the book (on pages 1 13-1 15 
or on 117) or a similar pheasant that is 
not included in the book* In a group 
reference of this kind, the name of the 
type of bird is given in the plural 





Gli/tt/S 
lOAh^lOZt 



Shi'aihbUh 

H6b 




Pnrifid^,es 

JfP llL-112 
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Stage 3 








Walking and Wading Birds (continued) 



Turirys lOKi 



Tntmpfh'i^ 1 22b 



Sfritmfii 



l 2 yK 



Pkmmif 

117 t 



Lajuh-h Lonc- 
lAiiKlED VVADlNf; 
Brtios 



Smaller 
[iUNMKkS WITH 
LoiNc; Biu.s 



Xf/ffi/ptpr/i!; mui 
Typkfii Shm'ifmfh 

141-143, 145 



Mkiiium- 



Sl/E 

RnNiNKRS 



Srrmnmj 

7()b 



hlmu'wgos 



ShurmM 



Ihnpkhi 122 t 



kmh 123-12 
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mid Hnhs 

!.331>-I34i 



i 



(hutfriitiikm 

I33t 



UJ7b 



Htmh 65b-('jHt 



iimpar 



Cmh-t^htvfr 132 b 



iMik'ffji 

137 b^l 40 



Mty/tpmfes 

lash^iobt 



Gmmid- 
/ iumhitL'i 23 1 b 



SftTfUin Bm! 

urn 



B 'tgmn lf>f>t 



fliiSUitfh 

130 



Umi& 68 b-(j 0 i 



SpfHinfidh 6*)l>-70l 
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Stagb 3 







Walking and Wading Birds (continued) 






119li-l2lb 



Lar(;E':, Lono 
U'] fj(U£i> Wai>ieshi 
BiitiJS icontimied} 



HfrQjfis 

SRb-6^ 



Watkrbirds 
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Stagk 3 



VV AT KR |» R I >s ( contin ued) 




FkDIT-KATKRS. NECTAR-FBKDIiUS, AM) SkHD-KATHRS 






OM WhrM 



^lufYU’OS 



Ffo^npfrkrrs 

325t-32Sm 



273b-274 



ami 

Shfirpifili 

263(11^ 

342b-34S 



Mftthititi.'i 

25Hb-260 
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27 ym- 27 % 



234-^335 



Cmngm 

261 ^ 2 r> 3 r, 

263 b 



HHfl Myna^ 

374-378 



Vhuhmfk'pht 

2 K 0 t 



Fmty 

275b 



HurniAUs 

230-2311 



Mmtsfhinis 

217 b 



n i t ih ft/ 
Fiirfifitsf 

3H<'>lv-387 



385^3861 



Ft'uif- 

Ph^mtis 

165-168 
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Stage 3 



Fruit-eaters, Nectar-feeders, and Seed-eaters (continued) 




Ffti/hx 
360^3 65m 



365b-36y 



Seed^ 

EATERS 



Ijfrh 267-268 



Jays. and 

Nnfrrarkm 388b-392 




Owar,T 

393-395 




CiKtJlijNJi 

I^'EEDERS 



and Pipits 

27()b-272t 



Dunnotks 

283ni-2S3b 





267-268 



Kea 

IHSt 
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339t, 

339h-340, 

341b-342m 



P/lfTVii 

171-l73t, 

174-185 



334^338, 
339m, 341 1 



Wfotvrs 

370b-^373 



iifMihik 

356b 



SpiUTO^'S 

mk-mrn 



Si'ms 147 



S/rfii'fs 2 7 fn-2 78 



Gmund- 

227b 



\uslrakmi 
Gmutid h'rrf/rm 

266b, 

294h^295t, 

314t,3K2 



374-,377 



Lyrdnrff^ 
26 6t 



159-164 



Cufko^s 

191-1931 
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S l'AOli 3 



I lUNTliRS ON Lano AND IN TltliliS {cmitimied) 









PUOHKkS 



Cmmium 

37Sm 




Wtyart^}: 

zm 




KftfiiiUikitk 





Ittramat's 

2m 



Piiljhirth 

232b-233l 



iit'f'ffden 

224-225 



2l)5t 



itm( Pfilum 

2fJ4 
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Stage 3 



Hunters on Land and in Trees (continued) 




Insect 

Gleaners 



isH-mt 



246-247 



UumbUh 

23tL-22l 



rknnthilh 

312-313 



Rrnaiih'fih 244 



Vhwvrpffktrs 

32f>-326t 



Spuittkutifrn 32Km 



Mrn^kmghmk 

2Hi-2HS 



WAkf-^fs 

3281v^29t 



ifjms fiHfi 
i^ujliuifk 27s 



AH- War/k 
iihrkkmR 
355111-359 



Motmfrh fink lifttk 3 lOi, 3 1 5 



/yfl/////^273t>-274 
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3 l 8 - 3 r)t 



Cud'm-SAnkfS 

Mink-'efs 

272iii^273t 



Skirling 

374-3 78 



AtO!* \Vil}fid 

Vimhkn 

34 y- 352 iii 



h'mttaih 
3 1 6t"3i6ni 



Jmsi and 
Mitgp'm 

3HH-392t 



Vhats ami 
Thi^^hes 

2Hft-294i 



lifihhiet's 

295-30flm 



Tm 

319m 

322 



Ytmts 
353 b^ 35 Si 



Ausfyaima RfMm 
3 lfib ^317 



Old H 
Wadfitfii 

30l-30Hm 



(huitffitrhfn 
tmd Gameakn 

251t.3l)0b 



l\mnt 

Fiyfatfhn 

25lb-258m 
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Stack 3 



Spkcialized Fekdeks 




fiVV/iV/ Pftfris 
49h 




Mantes 3 ^ 1 , 
394-395 









305m-207b 
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Ohi Wnfiti Vnifun's 



Camaims 1 ill l 
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Non-passerines 



KARJ.V HAU- riUi RIKI> Spccics in 

the world, including?; all the 

larger ones, belong to the 98 non- 
passerine tarn i lies. The non-passcrincs 
occupy a varied range of habitats and 
include birds fresh water and the 
sea, birds that arc almost permanently 
airborne, Hightless birds, species that 
dwell on the ground, and some that are 
adapted to perching in trees or bushes. 



Non-passerines often build very 
simple nests, or the eggs may be laid 
on bare ground or rock. 'The young arc 
helpless in some species, hut in others 
they are duwncovered, active chicks 
that can run and feed themselves 
almost from hatching. Non-passerines 
vary in voice, but few produce the 
c(jm plicated and musical songs typical 
of many passerine birds. 



Faniity RjiKIOAK 



Species 



miienram/ 



Length 5| (|3() 




htrhen' mi • 
hmfL 
^niii mrk 



(jKliATUR rtHHA 

J his brji^c, High cl css bird lives <m i)pcn pin ins, particidarly 
where gmss is mil and bushes nre plcmil'ul. I Icrc it feeds on 
the Iciivcs, rtsots, anti seeds nf plunts, ttjgeiher with insetrs 
jiid either small uninmis. Although it never flies, the f hearer 
Rhea coiitc.s nearest to doing so when it mec.s over the open 
grassland, holding its wings up m gain a very slight lift. It ean also swim, and 
llofks visit lakes or rivers to drink and to barhe. This species is always sueiable 
except that some older males live alone. In the breeding season, rival males 
fight, mainly by kicking with their powerful leg.s. Males also display, eirher 
dercr rivals or to attraec fen’iales, ruffling their wings 
and uttering low, roaring calls. A male norn’ially 
mates with several females, which he then 
leads to his r^cst. Up to a do/.cn females 
wilt visit the same nest, normally 
producing 15 to 50 eggs, sometimes 
_ more than b(K I’ lie male 
ineuliates the eggs alone, 
ctweritig as many as he can, 

and cares ft>r the 
downy young. 

• NKST a shallow 
hollow in the ground, 
sparsely lined with grass. 

• DLsi'RIElimON 

.South America in <>pen country' ^ ^ s/wrt, 

n from brazil south of the ^ 

Amazon to C. Argentina. * if/es 



^rhig 
* /eafhers 



> S' » lurT ON 



P'^r^^^Sexes alike 



Habitat 






Migration 



-migrant 
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OsrRicH 

Vhc worlil s [iir;'esr iintJ mllcsi bird species, the Oscrich 
siands at an iiver.igc height af S ft 2 in (2.5 m). It is llightlcss. 
with drooping, h>nsc- textured feathers on its wings and tail. | 
l.arge, strong legs enable it to walk about with easy strides 
and to tun fast, with a top speed of some 40 mph (64 km/b). 
The Ostrich inhabits open landscapes such as desert, semi- 
desert, and grassland, living by its keen sight and its ability to 
cover long distanees to reach safety or a fotal supply, it feeds on 
the teaves, stems, llowers, and seeds of plants, plucked with its 
bhint-tipped and proportionally small hill. Breeding males are 
seen st| oat ting in their sexual display posture, waving their 
wings and necks. A male that has soceessfully de fen tied hi s 
territory pairs with a female, which jl 

lays her eggs in 

females, which 
adtl their eggs to the 
clutch. As many as 4(! 

umulate, 



//ns^ks * 
on hemi 
dmi pm 



eggs may acc 
bur the dominant V 

fcniiilc inishes out iill ■= V 

hut 20. which include ^ ;* >| JBH 

he r i > wn . .S h e i neu ba ces ' 1 ^ A*! ' 

these with the help of the tV 
male. The downy young are irK 
tended by both parents, \ 

s<jmedmes later merging V 

with other broods, 

• NiiST A hollow, some 0 ft 10 in I 

(,5 ni) across, scraped with the feet and 1 
ff>rmed bv bodv pressure in sandy soil. i 
I • DiSTRlHt TION Africa ! 

\ from Senegal \ 

\ N. to Kthiopia 

\ 1 and south to 

lan/ania; 

\ ^population in 
\ l\ \ southern Africa. 

1m\ ^ • Hl*'MARK llie 

I/ \ Ostrich is farmed in southern 
j Africa for its wing and tail 

Ij plmncs. 'Fhe former wild 

J ptsptilation in the Arabian 
I I Peninsula is now extinct. 



m fine, 

^hig p/dmfs 



« no pdfhen 
mi the upper teg 



iwu iiirge 
Pm uu 
* eurhpmt 



Dis rmtu iTioN 



Family j r m U) Nil >A K 



Speqies S/ni/hiu i fme/us 



- 98 in (250 cm}/79 in (ZOO cm) 






Habitat 



>t ±_ Migration ^jon_migrant 
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Spectes ammritis 



Length 72 in(ia3 um) 



Southern Cassowaeiy 

This scurclily bulk, he^vy, flightless bird lives 
in rain forests among thick, tropical vcgctatiim. 

Its feathers arc coarse in texture, and some 
end in long, li airlike filaments, 'The wings 
are tmy, and in place of flight feathers they 
carry only a few quills, I'he hare skin on 
the head and neck, and the wattles that 
hang from the neck, are colored red and blue 
in a pattern that varies with age. On top of the 
head there is a hornlike casque that may give 
protection when the birds dash with hmered heads 
through dense vegetation, as they fretpiently j 
do when alarmed, '[’he hill is narrow and is 
normally used for feeding on fallen fruit, 
and sometimes on green plants, seeds, 
and some small animals. Phis species 
utters a variety^ of calls, including 
deep booms, roars, hisses, and low, 
rt im hi i ng so u nds. I nd i v i d ua I s 1 i ve 
alone much of the time. The 
female is slightly larger than rhe 
with brighter head and 
neck colors and a slightly 

u e, \V h e n b reed i ng, 
a female sometimes pairs with 
more than cme male, laying a 
i j tch 0 f eggs fo r cae b . Th e 
downy chicks are boldly striped 
and are eared for by the male 
for rhe first nine numchs of life, 

* Nli)S T A shallow hollow 
in the leafy fir jot of the 
forest, sometimes sparsely \ 
l/W lined svith grass 

and fallen leaves. ^ 

niSTRIBUTlON 
Rain forests in New Ciuinea 
and N.H. Australia, 

■ Remark 'rhe large, 

hladelike daw on the 
I nnter toe is used in 

[ I aggressive fights. 



• /wffy 
rasque 



DJSTItnUTlON 



mymmenmi 
m fmk^*imks 



Sexes difl’er slightly 



Habitat ^ 



Migraiiwi Nt,n-migram 
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Family Af I KI?VfJmAK 



Famity TlNAMIDAR 



Species 






PFumage 



Habiiai 



Migration Nun-mignint 



Plumage alike 






Migralion Non.^igrant 



h/i/y 



Brown Kiwi 



4'liis flighde.ss, forest-dwelling bird is nocturnal, hiding by day in a burrow 
or cavity and feeding at night. Its eyesight is potjr, but it bus a g<Kid sense of 
smell, and its nostrils are placed at the tip of the bill. Sensory bristles at the 
base of the bill also help locate food. I he Kiwi probes the soil for 
worms and other invertebrates, also eating some seeds and berries. 

It can run fast but is always unt obtrusive. Fhe call is a high* 
whistling sound. I hc female lays one or two large eggs* 
each about one-fifth of her body weight. 

'I ‘he male incubates these, hatching 
out the feathered* active young. 

* NIvST a bare htdiow in a burrow 
In the ground* in a hole among 
tree nmts* t>r in a hollow^ log* 

• DlSTRlIilfTION^rhinly 
distributed in New^ Zealand. 



msTKim 



SOLri'ARY Tinamou 

(Characterized by a thin neck, small head, lumpy body* and thick legs* this 
tinamou is a forest-dsveiling bird. It is not very agile and is cmly a weak flier. 
When threatened* its most likely response is to creep away (juierly or to 
crouch in hiding and fly off only at the last moment if discovered. It roosts in 
trees and does not perch easily but positions itself lengthwise along a thick 
branch, squatting down on the lower 
part of its legs, ddie legs arc 
equipped with special rough, 
prfijecting scales that help the 
bird stay in place. I’hc Solitary 'Imamoii 
feeds on the ground* taking fallen fruit and 
seeds, and occasional insects. It is sometimes 
seen bathing in shallovv forest pools* 1 he males 

incubate the eggs* sometimes covering 
them v^'ith dead leaves if they have to 
leave the nest to feed. Males also tend the 
young until they become independent* 

• NRST a hollow on the forest 
OtHir* made by the birds and thinly 
lined with grass and plant steins. 

• DlSTKIBtrnON R* Brazil, 
i>iHTUiBirTK)N S*K* Jbiraguay, and N* Argentina. 



/wr/y 
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El KG ANT Tinamou 

'Fhe slcTidcr, upward-curving crc^t 
helps idemify this tiiiamoiL which is 
adapted rn living in open country, dr>' 
grassland, scrub, and woodbnd. it is capable 
of running fairly fast across open ground, but i 
alarmed it is more likely to crouch and hide 
waiting until danger is past. If approached 
direcrly It makes a short, low flight <m 
whirring wings as a last resort. At times 
the Kiegant rinamfm is a solitary ^iving 
speeies, but after the breeding season 
it is seen in family parties, and these 
sometimes comhine to form sniall flocks. 

The male incubates the eggs. The young 
are dow ncnvcred and can run and feed 
wirhin minutes of hatehing. d'hey sewm 
leave the nesr, under the siiperv ision of 
the male, dlie diet eonsists of seeds, fruit, 
and ocher parts of plants, as well as insects. 

• NES'f A hollow m the ground, made by 
the birds, (jften situated dose to a low bush. 

• DlSTKIlU i'nON Much of Argentina; 
also scattered, small populations in K. Chile 




Plumage 




Migration >jqn-migrant 


Family ('nsrAMmAK 


Species umiukifu^ 


Lengtn 12 in (30 cm) 



Undulatkd Tinamog 

A common bird within its range, this tinamou occurs in forest, scrub, 
and secondary grow ch (where trees ha\ e regrown after forest clearance). 
It lives on the ground among low vegetation. Pairs and families 
maintain contact w ith w histling calls, The diet 
consists of seeds, herries, and insects. .Studies 
suggest that the male may mate with 
several females, which move in a 
group from one male to another, 

Kach male guards a single nest, 
in w hich he incubates eggs 
from all his partners. 

• NhiST A hollow in the 
ground, situated among grass 

and low vegetation. 

Ama/.on Basin in Brazil 
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Family .SPHKNlSCIliAl: 



Species fitrsmi 



45inUl5cm| 



■ Sexes alike 






Migration 



niigrani 



DJST^^lKn10^ 



Emperor Penguin 



This is rhe largest amJ mosr heavily liuilc of all the peo^^iiins. It 
put.H tm a deep layer of fat all over its stout IrjUv durinK the times 
tjf year that it spends feeding in the sea. JVopelled by Hippcrlike 
witt^i;s, the Kmperor pursues fish and stpiid to depths as ^tt^ac as 
H70 ft (265 m). On jee or snow; it walks upright or dr<^ps on its 
belly and toho^^ans aloii|;, pushinf^ w ith its flippers. Kmperor 
JA^ni^uins breed in ctihmies tm the Antarctie ice. each reeti^nj/an^ 
its mace or parents by individual variations in the nasal, 
mimpedns call. After pairing in early winter, the 
female lays an eg® and leaves for ctjastal 
WMcers. 'I'he male ineu hates the egg for 
two months by standing upright and 
supporting it on his feeu Males huddle 
together for warmth through the 
bliz/.ards tjf the polar winter. 'Hie 
female returns from the sea just 
as the young one hatches, and 
she feeds it with regurgitated 
food. 1 he, male, having lost 
almc^st half his cmginal 
weight, then walks to 
the sea to feed for s<ime 
W'ceks before returning 
to help rear the eliick. 

• NKST No nest. I'lie 
single egg, and chick, 
resr on the feet 
behind a fold of 
feathered belly skin. 

• DlSlRIBiniON 

An care tie coasts. 



JirVENU.K 

• mil 

hisiihfed 

body 



di^Nsr, [ifriibe 
* [dumugr 



piotvitwr fidd 
^ of ^ikhi 



fhkk mfhig 
« uit the (eef 

lipidted feet 
stippoti the 
« ehh'k 
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Famtty SPIIKNISCIDAI- 



Specjes 



Length 




ADKLIE PkNCU UN 

A thickset, heitvily fcitthercd little penKtiin, this bral is iRkipted 
lot pt>lLir conditKms. Its feathering' h dense, sh<irt, and hirlikc 
I'eeding in the cold waters off the An rare tic coast, it hunts 
mostly for krill, a shrimphke creature, als(> taking small 
fish. Adelie iVngiiins lisiially nest in ertjwded coltmies 
ill [he Antarctic stimmer. Kaeh bird 
reriirns to the same nest sice imd 
the same mate. Pairs usually rear 
twt) youn^ eaeh year. During the 
season, juveniles that have grown 
large entHigh leave the nest and are seen gathering at 
the seashore to heg food from their returning parents. 

• NKST a k>vv' heap (sf pebbles, cidleeted by the male. 

• DlSTKIbl ITiON breeds around much of the coast 

of Antarctica and 
on nearby islands. 

Winters out at sea. 



mSTitUU TitJN 



hiviiMt.t 






very sm/f 

m 



uu'^e. fleshy 
• foot 





Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family ,SpHKNi,st:inAK 


Species ptaA'p/tt/a ttiifior 


Len^h 






m plain, 
unpatieniffi 
head 



short, fhkk 
feaihenttg 



Litti.e Pen(ujin 

W hen on land, this tiny penguin 
avtilds predators by being nocturnal 
and by the camouflage afforded by i[s 
nondescript, plain pliirnage, I'be birds feed at 
sea, swimming underwater to catch fish. When not 
breeding or molting. Little Penguins normally rest 
by tloating on the open water. Parties come ashore to 
their colonies after dark and leave again before daw n. 

The penguins typically use underground burrows ftir 
breeding and stay in the luirrows afterward to molt 
[heir plumage. Noisy braying and yapping calls betray 
the presence of the penguins. Parents take turns of up 
tti several days to incubate the eggs and guard the young. 

• NRST A burrow in a colony on a 
sandy shore; sometimes in a cave or 
under thick vegetation beside the sea. 

• DlSTRIBLiTTON 
Breeds on ctiast.s and 
islands of S. and.S.K. 
Australia and New 
Zealand. .Spends 

Dis^rHiBtiTioN the winter <nit at sea. 



Plumage alike 






Migration 



Partial migrant 



Habitat 
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Family SpHKNISCIlMli 



SiMcles spieaixfiis httmlmlilti 



Length 27 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Hatoital 



Migration N„n.n,|g„nl 



Common Loon 

J his bird is easily dccceied in its ncjrthern 
breeding gff >11 ru!s, where its wailing, laughing 
calk eehc^ across the freshwater lakes on w hose 
shores and islands it nests. Head and body are 
streamlined for chasing llsh underwater, hot the 
hird walks clumsily when it comes ashore to nest. VVinthr 

NKSTAIow 

heap of plant materials bv the w'ater. 

• DtSTRIBLn’iON Breeds in N. North 
Ameriea, CJreenland, and Iceland. Winters 
on coasts of N.W. Bnrope and North America. 



iMSTunn Tio^i 



hili 



piitfh * 



Family t;AVMI>AK 



Species Cioviaimmer 



Length 



Sexes alike 



Migration Migrant 



H11MB01.DT Penguin 

With a banded pattern on its breast and face and 
a raucous, braying call, this bird is easily reoignf/.cd 
as one of the “jackass'’ penguins that occur In South 
Africa, South America, and the Galapagos Islands. It 
feeds in the cold but tlsh-rich Hnniboldt Current, taking 
anchovies, pilchards, and other stirface-schooling t 1 sh, as 
well as sipiid. I’he penguins hunt in groups or small 
fl<K.ks, diving simultaneously to chase and herd 
the fish underwater Breeding success tu failure k 
linked to the season’s supply t>f fish. Humboldt 
Penguins ne.Ht in large colonies of burrows, 
using caves if they can fmd no suitable soil for 
burrowing. Like nn>st ne.sding penguins, the 
two downy young grow and fatten until they 
look a little larger than their parents before 
molting into their first adult plumage. 

• NbiSI' A bare hollow in a burrow; cave, 
or rock crevice, situated dose to the sea. 

• DISI HIBUTION Peru and N. Chile. 

• RHM.ABK Commercial c|uarrying for 
lertili/er has destroyed many colonies of 
burrows and taken away the stsll, forcing 
the birds to ncsi in caves or rock crevices. 



DI.STIlllU'TttW 



JliVKMI.K 

o\ 






(xT/V/g h 
redui&i In 
Hjiipptr 



ihnrt, 
• toes 



kiiifk 

bmist 

hmd 



him\ 

nninge 

skin 
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Family 



Species 



Ler>gth ^ j j 





Wandkring Albatross 

I his /3;i;4aiitic sciliird has loii^, narrow wings vvirh a span of 
some ft 9 in (3 m). It flics cff>jniessiy over the southern oceans, 
where stnjiig winds and gales arc iisuaL Saving energy hy soaring 
on the wind, it often travels for dozens, or even hundreds, of 
miles while prospecting fnr a good food source. A typical feeding 
site wduld be an area of water In w hich upward currents bring 
nutrients to surface warers. 'Fhc bird feeds mainly at night, 
reaching down from the surface for prey, or on rare occasions making shallow 
dives. Squid and other cephalopods are the main food. During the night, these 
and other marine animals rise to the surface, I he albatross stt>res food as an t>ily 
hquid in its stomach, to he either digested later <»r regurgitated for its young. 
Wandering Albatrosses ne.st in small colonies on the exposed tops and slopes 
of small, oceanic islands from which they can easily launch themselves ofli’ 
into the wind. Courting adults display to one aiit>cher hy spreading their JtiviiNrr. 
wings, waving their heads, and rapping their bills together, amid fretjucm, 
braying ealls. l^airs thus formed .stay together for life, I'he single egg is incubated ihr 
1 1 weeks by b(>th parents in turn. '[ he young bird is fed on fish and regurgitated tnl 
for up to ten month,s, before it flies. Breeding normally takes place 
every two years. The young bird spends its llrsi ten years at sea 
until it is mature enough to breed. By then its plumage will have 
changed gradually, through a serie.s of molts, from chocolate brown 
to mainly white. The birds live on average for about .10 years, 

• NKST a large, drum-shaped mound scraped together out 
of earth and plant materials, with a small hollow in the top. 

• I^lS^i’IUBlITION Oceans and islands surrounding Antarcriea, 

and coasts of the southern continents. ^/towy of 

. fuih' matuiT bird ♦ 

very 
tmrrov? 



DISTkIHlTk>iV 






Sexes alike 



Habitat 






Migration 
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34 in (85 em) 



Family DIOMEDEIDiVE 



Light-mantled 
Sooty Albatross 

Three features identify this small 
mostly 



albatross: its plumage b 
dark, its back is pale gray, and. w hen 
seen in flight, its tail forms a perfect 
wedge shape. It glides for long 
distances with spread wings. To feed, 
it floats on the sea and catches fish, 
squid, and crustaceans. Courtship 
behavior includes paired flights and 
face-to-face ground displays in which 
the white eye crescent and bill stripe 
are shown off 'fhe birds nest in 
scattered pairs on ledges of steep slopes 
on islands in the southern oceans. 

* Nest a tall mound scraped together 
out of soil and plant materials, with 

a deep, cupped hollow on the top. 

* DISTRIBLJTION Oceans and 
islands around Antarctica and the 
southern coasts of South Arncrica, 
.Australia, and New Zealand. 



msTRlBlTlON 



A heavy albatross-size petrel, this bird looks sligh 

ilight. On land, it walks w'ith far greater agility tha 

creep on low'ered legs. Southern Giant Petrels fee 

both at sea and on the 

shore. Birds are seen 

fighting over carrion, 

such as a beached 

whale, or killing 

smaller seabirds. Breeding colonies are 
situated on islands or on mainland shores. 

• Nest a shalkiw^ depression in the ground, 
bordered by pebbles or dr\' vegetation. 

• Distribution Breeds on coasts and islands 
of Antarctica. 

Winters on the 
southern oceans. 



Normal 

Phase 



monied 

piunmge 



White Phase 



mbM 
feet • 



DtSTunn TfON 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration xjjgyant 


Family pft(x:ELLARnDAE 


species gigmtteu.^ 


Length 37 (95 cm) 



Ptymage Sexes alike 






Migration 
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Procellariidah: 



Species faiffjarus gkduHs 



lo/i m um; 



Family Pj4(k:ELLARIIDAE 



Species 



Length irt(39 cm) 



Plumage 






Migration Migrant 



Plumage 



Migration 



Migran c 



Gape Petrel 

With its check^rrcd plumage^ this seabird 
was likened to a pigeon by seamen aboard the 
whaling vessels around which it flocked: hence 
its traditional name, the Cape Pigeon. Its flight 
pattern consists of rapid wingbeats alternating wi th 
stiff-winged glides. To feed, it swims and 
reaches down or dives for small fish 
and other animals in the plankton. 

Cape Petrels breed in small groups 
Of colonies on shores and islands. 

• Nest a shallow depression in 
a layer of loose rock fragments^ 
on a rocky ledge, or in a crevice. 

• DLSTklHUTIUN Breeds on 
islands and coasts of southern 
continents. Winters on 
the southern oceans. 



Fl.YINf; 

Adult 



orsTHimmoN 
checker^fi plumage 



Northern Fulmar 

A scout-bodied seabird with a rounded head 
and thick bill, this species <x:curs in color 
phases Ueep. 13) from gray-and -white to dark 
blue-gray. It flies strongly, alternating a few 
quick wingbeats with a glide on stiffly spread 
wings. When feeding, it catches fish at the 
sea surface or dives to depths up to several 
feet, taking small animals drifting in the 
plankton. Flocks also 
gather around fishing 
boats for offal. Fulmars 
nest on coastal cliff's, 
singly or in noisy colonies. 

• NliST F^ggs are laid on a 
bare ledge on a cliff or crag. 

• Distribution Breeds on 

N, Atlantic and N. Pacific coasts. 

Disperses out to sea in winter. 



tubular 
mstrils 
o n the bill 






Dark Phase 

wings held level 
t MsMng 



le^ lowered 
for landing 



OrSTKIMITlON 



bird maneuvering 
in an updraft aver 
nest site 
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FamSIy HVDROBAI IDAK 



Species OremUts iitremkm 



Length 



Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 

This sparrow-size seabird flutters across the oceans with its kgs dangling and often pattering 
along the sea surface. It feeds by picking tiny crustaceans, fish, and mollusks from the water. 
• NiiST A hollow in a burrow, in a colony located on a slope overlooking the coast. 

• Distribution Breeds on Antarctic 
coast and on islands in the 
southern oceans. 

Winters far 
out at sea. 

legs lire 
wetii: mt kind 

[JlSTRlIilTION 







Sexes alike 


Habitat 




Family HvLmo0.\:riDAE 


Species pelagkm 


Leogtb 6 in (15 cmj 





European Storm-Petrel 

A small, dark seabird with a white rump and Iluttering flight, 
this species flies low over the water, often pattering with its 
feet on the surface, it feeds on small animals picked from the 
plankton and follows fishing boats for offal. Breeding colonies 
are on offshore islands; 
rhe birds visit their 
nest burrows at night, 

uttering harsh, churring calls. 

• Nest a holin ' w in a burrow. 

• Distribution Breeds 

on islands in N.E. Atlantic 
and in W. Mediterranean, 

IJ I STK I m ¥ LV I NO A DULT Wi n te rs far ou t at se a. 





Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migfaton 




Family PklECANOTDIDAE 


Species Pgl^aiwides uritminx 


Length 9 in (23 cmj 



Common Diving-Petrel 

I his seabird flies over the ocean, plunging through waves to pick up marine animals. 

• Nest a hoUnw at the end of a burrow in a colony on a slope beside the coast, 

* Distribution Breeds on islands and mainland coasts of the southern oceans 
except on Antarctica. Disperses and winters far out at sea 




mmpan 
» hod'f 



kmked a 

m 



OrSTRimiTlON 





Plumage Sexes alike 






Migration Migrant 
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« whigs 



Wl HTH-TAIl Miy TROPICBIRD 

I’his beautiful seabird Hies gmccfully with its 
streamlined body, slender tail, and lung wings. 

It feeds by plunge-diving intu the sea for ^ 
fish, s<|uid, and crustaceans. Ebith sexes 
have lung, w bite tail screamers, 
thev show of!" in aerobatic display 
n i gh rs t n c r th e nest i n g a rea . 



snwjg 
m MI 



Eggs are 

laid in j crevice, tm bare ground. 

« ir t r nde me at h t > ve rh a ngi n g rock s. W 
* D I S'r U I B I T ! ON B ree d s o n islands 1 
in the Pacific, .\tlantie. and Indian Oceans. 

Disperses 
out to sea. 



DISTRim TION 



Plums(ge 


Habitat jjggh 


Migration Migrant 


Family P( |,\f. 1 1 it)N riDAF 


Specias /t’p/tjms 


Length 31 irtCKHcm) 



Family PKtxrBLLAKIinAF. Specres Pa^fn/s 



' Sexes alike 



Migration \]igj^n^ 
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Length ^7 170 cm) 






Dalmatian Pkligan 

The distinctive features of this pelican are white pluimj^e 
with biuekish wing tips, a shfirt cre.st, and a pink 
or orange pouch beneath the bill. The 
species is sociable, and flocks often feed 
ccM>peratively by driving a school 
of fish into the shallows, then 
teaching underwater tn .sccuip 
up bsh and water together. This fills their 
bill pouches, which they drain by raising their 
heads, breeding eokmies are located in swamps. 

• Nest a piatfom:i of grass and 
twigs on a floating mat of vegetation. 

• Distribution Breeds in Eurasia from 
the Adriatic Sea to C. China. Winters 
as far south as Eg^'pt and N, Indla^ 



sfm/l. 
rur/y 
• cm/ 



I MH p^tiih 



DISTRIBUTION 



,lirVENJLE 



» stmtig, 

swfmmhig 

iegs 



Famfly P|.;i^KCANinAE 






Plumage 



■ te 



Migration xii^ram 



Family ptxECiANJDAE 



Species /v/f£irmArj ofddentaih 



Length in (1 IS cm) 



Plumage ^likc 



Brown Pklican 

This is one of two speeies of pelican that 
plunge-dive for fish, hurtling down from the air 
with spread wings that are stretched back as the 
bird lilts the wearer. The birds alsti occasionally 
catch fish w^hilc swumming on the surface. The 
Brown Pelican is common along sea coasts and 
estuaries, and is often tame and trusting. Nest 
colonies are usually located on coastal islands. 

• Nest a hollow in the ground, lined with 
feathers and debris; ora mound of mixed 
nraic rials; or a stick platform in a bush or tree. 

• Distribution Pacific coast of the 
Americas from \V, Canada to N. Peru, and 
Atlantic coast from N. USA to N. Brazil. Northern 

populations migrate southward wuthin this range. 



brfjmi 
breeding 
plumage 
on baek 
• of nerk 



« expamlahk 
bill pomh 



Disi’RiutrriON 



JtiVENILE 
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ledges. Gan nets are aggressive and the nests are spaced by a distance 
corresponding to the bill reach of two sirring birds. Their calls are deep 
and harsh. Juveniles take five annual molts to attain adult plumage. 

• Nest A mound of seaweed and debris, on the ground or on a ledge. 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds on the — 

coasts of the N. Atlantic Ocean. 

Winters as far south as E. USA and 
W. Africa. - / 



Juvenile 



sttrmnUnfd 



mpertng 

mii 



strong^ 

kipf^ring 

Mil * 



A coastal scahird thar plunge-dives for fish, this bird 
resembles a gannet but is nu^re lightly built and has a rn ™ 

enable it to dive Into shallow I — I m 

FkK.ks s<jmccimes plunge simultaneously from a height. 'I'he 



longer tail, fhese featiii 
water. 

birds nest on offshore islands in small colonies. In courtship, they 
display their blue feet, which also provide warmth fur incubation. 

• Nest Eggs are placed on flat ground, 

usually with no nest materials. 

• D IS'l'klBl TION E. Pacitlc on 
islands from N.W, Mexico t<j 
^ Galapagos and along 

rhe South American 
coast to N. Peru. 



iong^ * 
mmym 
wings 



tapering 



Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Mtgrallon ^jg^nt 


SlIUlMK 


Species neh&nxii 


32 in (81 cm) 



Family Sm.lOAK 



Species Ifassanni 



Length 51 in (80 cm) 



Northern Gannet 

This powerful and highly streamlined seabird is adapted for plunge- 
diving for fish. Gan nets sometimes drop vertically into the sea, from 
heights as great as 148 ft (45 m). 'l"hey often feed in flocks and catch 
mainly schooling fish, such as herrings and mackerel. Gannets fly strongly, 
alternately flapping and gliding, often in groups in single file. They nest in 
gannccrics (colonies) on raised slopes and cliff tops, or on broad cliff 




DISTRIBIITION 



Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Migration migrant 
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Famtty PhaLACROCORACIDAE 



Species phakfmmmx mrttus 



in (80 cm) 




Double-crested Cormorant 

I he two crests crossing the head of this large, dark cormorant are normally 
barely visible, raised only for short periods when the birds display. The 
Double-crested Cormorant is found as often on rivers and freshwater lakes 
as on the coast. It swims characteristically low in the water 
and dives in pursuit of fish, propelling itself with its 
large, webbed feet. Nest colonies are found either 
on the coast or beside large inland waters. 

• Nest a large platform of twigs, placed in )i^l sknder ( 

a tree or on a rock ledge. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Breeds from S. Alaska 
and Newfoundland 
to C, Mexico 
and Cuba, 

Northern 
populations 
migrate south 
within this range, 

V stmng \ 

titidef^mer shimming « \ 



Juvenile 





Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat jjjjjj Nf*. J-— 


Migration n,jg„j„ 


Family Phalacrocoracidae 


Speclas piiiilacrotumx €nrba 


Length In ,m 





Great Cormorant 

This large cormorant is found on any large 
stretch of water in its w^orldwide distribution, including 
lakes, rivers, esriiaries, and coastal waters. To feed, it sw ims 
low in the water, often peering under the surface to locare 
fish, and dives to pursue its prey. Fish are brought to the 
surface to be gulped dow n in the cormorant’s wide gullet. 

Like other cormorants, this species has poorly \vaterpr(M>fed 
plumage and is often seen standing with its wings spread 
out to dry. In the air, it travels in steady, flapping fiight with 
occasional glides. When breeding, birds have white patches 
on the flanks and head and a glossy sheen on the dark plumage. 

• Nest .a bulky, cup-shaped nest made of seaweed and debris 
placed on a flat roek or cliff ledge; or a stick nest in a tree. 

DLSTRIBU'nON E. North 
America: much of Eurasia; 
parts of Africa; .S. and 
lS,E. Asia; parts 
of Australia, 





DISTHIBIITIO.N 



Dauk-hk vjj(;i) 

Form 




LlGin^HKAOKD Ht>RM 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Hebitat 



Migrallon migrant 
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Family PH,\l.ACft(x:DR.\CIDAE 



Spacies Phalacromrax gmm^rdt 



Length 50 in (75 



Plumage 



Habitat ^ 



Migration i^on-migyartE 



Family y\;sTHVGinAK 



Species ^\fihingii atihinga 



'-epgth55in(90cm> 



Plumage 



nduiudL 



Anhinga 

A smiill hL^ad with a stmighi hill and a slender neck arc sumcilmes 
all that can he seen of this bird as it swims with body submerged. 
One of its urher names^ the Snakehird^ rctleccs this appearance. 
Resembling a etirmorant, it differs in hav ing a Itmger neck and in 
lacking a hooked hill It inhabits Freshwater swamps and catches 
fish underwaien spearing them (m its bill, then 
taking them to the surface to be swallowed. 

1 dke cormorants, Anhingas spread 
their wings to dry their plumage, 

• NKST a stick platform in a tree. 

• DlSTklBUTIOM 
From S.K. USA to S. Brazil 
and N. Argentina. 



xhatp 



dosser 



smite 



neck 






while whig patch 
> of male 



mSTKIHt 'TU)N 



JllVEMl.E 



Red-legged Cormorant 

This slender, narrow-billed cormorant has 
a star pattern around the eye iind fine, white 
spotting on its back and wings. When swimming, 
however, its wet plumage makes the bird look 
black, except for the v\ hite patch on its neck. It can 
be identified by its bright red legs, which show as 
it arches its body to plunge imderwater 'I'he species 
occurs entirely on coastal w aters. Although not strongly social 
with its own kind, it joins other cormorant species and boobies 
in mixed flocks that fish and rest communally. It feeds on fish, 
squid, and crustaceans. Red-legged Ctumorants breed in 
pairs or in small colonies, developing white, hairlike plumes 
among their head feathers when in breeding condition 
• Nest a Iow^ mound of seaw eed, placed on a rock ledge 
usually in the shelter of a sea cave. 

• DiS TRIRI 'TION Coast and islands 
of South .America on Pacific side 
from Peru to S. Chile, 

I southern tip 
of South America 
) Atlantic 
coast of 



DlSTRirUTlUN 



from Pen 
around 
So 
to 



sknfkr 

biU 

patmiifd 
barr sthf 
around eye 



Argentina. 
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FamlJy i j[)AE 



Species mittQF 



Length 39 (100 cm) 



Family 



Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Mteratton 



Great Frigatebird 

I his bird is often seen soariuB and gliding on the wintls over coast 

and sea, with lon^ wings extended It feeds in the air, either swooping 

to snatch fish fcmi the sea or piratically attacking other seabirds and I I 

forcing them to drop or disgorge their food for its own consumption. 

When breeding, male Great Prigatebirds inflate their red throat sacs in display. 

• NhST A trail platform of twigs, placed in a low hush or rree, usualJv on an island 

• Distribution Breeds along coasdlnes 
of C, America, S. Brazil, E. Africa, 

lEi, Asia, and N. Australia, and 
on islands in the Faeific, 

S. Adantie, and 
Indian Oceans. 



F' KM ALE 



DtSTEIBlITlOX 



Sexes differ 



Habitat 



Migration 

migrant 



Gray Heron 

1 he large, gray figtire of this heron, resting 

with its head hunelicd on its shoulders or 
standing alert, with neck omstretched, is a regular 
sight beside lakes, ponds, rivers, or marshes. 1b feed, 
it either stands srill or wade.s slowly and watchfully, its 
angled neek allowing the head to dart forward to seize 
a fish or any small animal. The heron flies with slow beats 
of its large, broad wings, its head tucked back on its 
shoulders and its legs extended. It is usually 
silent but ^K:casionally utters a harsh eall. 

• Nest .a platform of sticks, to which 
more material is added each year. 

• Distribution Eurasia, Africa, and Asia, 



niSTRIBliriOM 



.It A ENIU 



• ^raop 'mg f/nr/ 



Mufk 

shuifider 

patch 
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Species /ferttz/im 



Length 50 in (127 cm) 



Family ARnEIPAK 




Great Blue Heron 

I'hc largest of die American herons, tliis 
bird occurs in both freshwater and sakwa 
hiibttats, hunting in marshes and srill or slow- 
fl(Hving water for fisJi, fro^ijs, and orher creatures 
Sometimes it wades up lo its belly in search of 
Fish. It also hums on drv' land, scalkiitj; prey in 
open habitats or standin^^ still tii watch for it. 

Mice, gophers, and either animals are taken. 

• NHS'r A shallow platform made of sticks, in a 
colony in trees, bushes, or at iJrouiid level in a marsh 

• DLSTRIBirriON Breeds in much of North and 
Central America. Northern populations migrate south 
for the winter, some traveling as far us Venezuela. 

• R KM ARK A pure white form, known as the 

CJreat White 

I leron, occurs 
in the 
Caribbean 
and in 
S.K, I IS A 






rre. 




dl k V A 





Plumage 


Habitat JJJ55- f,g. 


Migration m infant 


Family AriIKIDAI- 


Species myumhoUftndme 


Length 26 in (65 cm) 






White-faced Heron 

A slender heron, often standing verv upright, this bird 
ocenrs on cjfTshore reefs, coastal miidilats. rivers, lakes, 
marshes, and drv' grassland. On dr\- land or in water, 
it walks slowly, stopping to stab at its prey, or stands 
and watches for it. Prey includes fish, frogs, shrimp, and 
sometimes li/ards and small birds. 'I'hc Whire-faced fleron 
also benefits from the plagues of grasshoppers or mice that 
occur in parts of its range. Like many herons, it sometimes 
establishes a temporars* feeding territoryv whieh it defends 
against others of its kind. Its usual call is a loud, single emak, 
hut it also utters low, guttural notes. When not breeding, it is 
sometimes found in open landscapes, hut pairs alwTiys nest in 
trees. Breeding birds perform displays at the nest in which 
they raise the spiky plumes that grow 
from their heads, necks, and backs. ‘They 
nest in pairs or in loose groups of pairs. 

• NKST A large structure of sticks 
and twigs with a central hollow on 
top, situated in a tree. 

• DlSTRIBf TIONS, New 
Guinea, New Caledonia, 

IHSTHim TION Australia, and New Zealand. 




* rypiff// 
itpn^ht 
^tmuT 



.(irvKNlLK 
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Plumage 
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Migration r\]()j,_i-]njgrant 
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Family ^HpKIPAH 



Species 








Goliath Huron 

'Thh k the tallest and largest heron in the world. 

It <K.i:urs at the cdj^e.s of large lakes and swamps, 
where it can wade deeper than other 
herons. Other habitats indtidc 
miidnats, mangrove 
swamps, rivers, and 
papyrus swarrips. When 
not breeding, birds are either stditarv or 
live in pairs. A Cjotiath Heron tends to 
fish m'cr the same areas daily. It often 
hunts among thickly crowded floating 
vegetation on tropieal waters or wades 
up to its belly in open water, either 
stalking slowly or standing still to watch 
for prey. When about to strike, it hnvers 
its li(>dy, head, and baek-etirved neck to 
crouch near water level d'he neck has 
a kink that can suddenly straighten, 
shtH^ting the head forward. I^rey is 
mostly impaled on the sharp point c:^f 

the bill or sometimes seized 
in the bill, l-’ish, frogs, 
small mammals, reptiles, 
and invertebrates are 
taken. Like other her<ms, 
the (Joiiath has special 
pate lies of liowny feathers on its 
lower body. 'These eonstantly 
break tiown to a powder, which 
[he heron work.s into its plumage 
with its hill as part of the preening 
[irocess. The powder absorbs l1sh 
slime, and the heron deans both 
off together w ith the comh-shapei! 
claw of its front middle toe The eall of 
the (ioliath is a deep, repeated, raucous 
note. t-liKhr is slow and heavy, with the 
legs sagging slightly, (ioliarh I lerons 
usually nest in pairs, sometimes at the eiige 
of mixed colonies of birds of other species. 

• NLST \ platform of stieks and reed stems, 
placed on top of grim ing swamp v egetarion. 
in a hush, in a low tree* or on the ground. 

• DiS'rRiiniTlON Parts of Africa, Arabian 
Peninsula, and the Indian subcontinent. 



.It 
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pfiSfUfT 
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IJISTKIBITION 
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m mm bkd 
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fhe mrk of 
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• hng. 
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Habitat 



Migration 



migrant 
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F^miEy Aft OKU MH 



Species 



Length 24 in (60 umj 



V 



Snowy Egrbt 

The pure w Kite plumage of rhis species and 
the fine plumes diar hang from its head, neck, 
and back arc ju.sdy famed for their beauty. Both sexes 
acquire this decoration at the start of the breeding season, 
and raise their plumes in display to one another at the nest 
At other times, Snowy Egrets are simply smali, white 
herons with black bills and bright yelltjw feet. They live 
mainly in marshes, either fresh or saltwater. They feed in the 
daytime, dashing about in search offish and any small marsh 
animals. At times they rake or stir the bottom of the water 
with their feet to disturb prey; Snowy Egrets gather in large 
Hocks to roost in trees and also nest in colonies in trees, 

• Nest a platform made of sticks and twigs, placed in a tree. 

* DlS'l'KIBl JTION Breeds in L SA and through the Americas as far 
as S, C-hilc, Northern and southern populations 

migrate tts warmer regions for winter. 

X RfiMARK T he species was 

hunted nearly to extinction by 
^ the end of the 19th 

century. Public 
protests led to the 
formation of bird 
protection societies. 



\ crest in 

^ • position ^ I 



fine 
plumes # 




niSTKlBt : IION 



.TuvENll.ii 




Plumage 


Habitat * SSSS 


Migration migrant 


KsmSly Ardeii>AK 


Species Hukikm Ibis 


Length 20 in (SQ cm) 



stunt bit! 




l>[STKIHI TION 




Cattle Egret 

A small, stocky heron with a short neck and a stout bilL 
thi.s species specializes in ass(K.iating svith grazing animals 
in open country. Tt is often seen svalking on the ground 
in a herd of cattle, catching the insects that the animals 
disturb w ith their feet, picking flies off them, and flying up to 
use them as tempt)rary perches, .Apart from insects, it takes any 
other small animal that it finds. Cattle Egrets rnostcommunaMy 
in trees or on the ground near water and nest in ctdonies in trees 
or bushes, in reed beds or other swamps, ortm rocky islands, 

* Nest A shallow cup nest of sticks and reed stems, in a tree, 

• DlSTRIBliTION North and 
South .America, S. luirope, 

Africa, and Asia to Australia, 



Plumage .Sexes alike 









Migration >4 on- mi grant 
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uipenn^ 



This small heron is easily overlooked in the dense vegetation 
in which it lives. A bird of either saltwater or freshwater habitats^ 
it feeds by quietly waiting at the water's edge and then 
seizing Fish, crabs, and other aquatic animals. 

Sometimes it floats small objects on the 
water as “bald* for fish. Green-backed 
Herons hold feeding territories, 
which they defend from 
one another. 

•NBSTAthin 

sticks and 

reeds, built in a tree or in a 
hush, beside or overhanging water 
• Distribution Breeds in North and Central 
^ America. Winters from 

W. and S. I fSA to 
f d N. South America. 



JuVENlLli 



Black-crowned p ,. 

Night-Heron 1' 

A small, stocky heron that hunts in 
marshes by night, this bird often spends 
the daylight hours in a communal roost 
w ith others of its species. Its prey j 

includes insects, fish, frogs,, and Mm 

sometimes bird nestlings. It 
has a deep, croaking call. 

• Nest a fUmsy stick 
platform, built in a tree, 

bush, or reed bed. . 

• DISTIUBUTION 

In most of the world , 

except for N. North 
America, 

N. Eurasia, - 

V Australasia. 



lilSTRmtfTlON 



Juvenile 





Sexes alike 


Habital 


Migration mlgran, 


Family ArdFIDAE 


Species A^^/jrV<?wjc tiycimrax 


‘^'^^^ 26 in( 6 .Scm) 





Family AKDKIDAB 



Species gaf^rides virrscens 



Length |g 



Green-backed Heron 



Sexes alike 



Habitat 






MigratJon [iti^rant 
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Rufescent Tiger-Heron 

Xhc strongly streaked, bbck-and-yellow plumage of juveniles, 
as well as the markings of rhe adults, give the tiger-herons 
their nainc. This shy henm is found in extensive 
tropical rain Forest. It occurs beside slow-moving, 
marshy waters or lowland rivers, and also in 
swamps and mangroves. Rufescent 'Hger- 
Herons hunt alone and mainly at night, 
prow'ling slowdy or waiting motuuiless 
CO catch shrimp and insects. When 
disturbed, birds usually freeze 
motionless to escape detection, 
but if forced tes break cover, 
they take refuge in the trees. 

^ nkst 

A frail platform 
of ewugs and 
plant stems, usually 
built high in a tree. 

^ • Dis'i'kibi rnoN 

From K. Honduras 
CO Paraguay and 
DiSTKiBtmoN N. Argentina, 



mmmpagf 

plumage 






. 13VENILK 



hng. 

green 

legs 



Adi rjT 



B0AT-RIU.RD Heron 

Looking like a night-heron except for its capacious 
bill, thi.s bird is adapted for night hunting, eveni in 
total darkness. Its prey consists <if small creatures 
such as fish, shrimp, and insects, and the , 

Btjac^bill is believed to be able to feel 

these in the dark with its lull which is tiigh/ 

touch sensitive. As s<u}n as eon tact 

is made the hill opens, drawing in a current 

of wearer and with it the prey. The Boathill feeds 

at the edge,s of mangrove creek.s, beside other tidal 

inlets, and in either fresh or partly saltwater bgCHins, 

lakes, and marshes. It roosts and nests in trees or 

hushes, either in pairs or in small groups af pairs, 

• NHST A frail platform made of twigs, placed in 
mangroves tu tuher swamp trees, 
DLSTRIBUTION 
From Mexico to 
N. Argentina. 



Family 



Species rnr/fleufins 



20 in (50 cm) 



Sexes alike 



Mferatton Non-migtam 



Family ARDKiDAH 



Species Tigrisfmw ! 



Plumage alike 



DlJITRIBlTKiN 



Juvenile: 
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Famify BAljVBNrCIPrniUK 



Uffgth 4^ (120 cm) 



Baiaeiticeps nex 



Shoebill - 

This large, storklike bird, 

rccogniiced by its enormous, f. 

hook-tipped bilk occurs only in 

the freshwater swamps of east * ^ 

and central Africa. Shoebills live ^ 

s i ngly or i n pa i rs, rem a i n i n g 

most of the rime in a small 

area of marshland. They jHr 

sometimes feed in wet / jf 

grassUnti or shallow^ ^ 

water, but their itf 

fa vote d hunting grou n d s f 

are deep marshes and 

rivers or lakes choked wnrh .. c 

vege ta rion. W he n h u nt i ng, ' ' ' - ‘ 

a Shoebill \valks slowly and / * ^ ' 

del i be ra te I y ofte n d i m bi n g over 

floating waterplams, spreading irs ^ 

weight on long, straight toes. The ^ aJ a ; 

bird pauses to watch the water for j-, f ■ , 

prey such as lungfish, catfish, frogs. 

water snakes, or small turtles. On ^f, pL 

sighting a victim, the Shoebill lunges ‘ ApT 

forward and down, stretching its neck 

and whole body and spreading its wings. 

If it succeeds in making a catch, it usually M 
also grabs a mass of waterweed together with ^ ^ 

the prey and has to separate out the food by V" 
turning it over in its bill. I'he flight of the 
Shoebill is slow but strong, with heavily beating 
wings and with the head resting back on the 
shoulders. The legs are extended behind. Shoebills are 
also seen circling and soaring on rising air currents to 
gain height. The species nests in isolated pairs among 
rail vegetation, usually over water. Parent 
birds are seen bringing water in their hills to 
I \j pour over the small young in hot weather. 

• Nest a bulky platform of rushes, 
^'■asses, and leaves, in thick vegetation 
with the base usually in water. 

• Distribution in African 
freshwater marshes from S. Sudan 
V to Zambia and S.E. Zaire. 



mSTRlUl TION 



posnme 



hrg€, * 

hrofid 

mtig 



hng tms f&r 
spreading weight 



.Sexes alike 






Migration sion-miEraet 





www.thenzbplace.com 



NON^PASSK RINKS • 65 







Family ScOl'IDAK 



$pacie$ umhrena 



Lerygth ^0 in (5() cm) 



Sexes :ilike 



Habitat 



Migration NJori^migrant 



Family Cjq)^kpai: 



Species ammrmm 



Length 40 j„ fio2 tm) 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Mutation migrant 



DISTRIlUmOX 



Wood Stork 

A liiTKC stork rescinbliajj an ibis, this 
t)ird frequents wooded mtirshland, 
resting :tnd nesting in the trees. 

It walks sedately and Hies with 
slow; deliberate wingbeais. 

'[’he W(jod Stotk bunts in 
muddy pools, marshes, and wet 
grassland, feeding tm fish, eriistaceans, 
mt^lhisks, frogs, and insects. In muddy 
water, it can feel and catch its prey w ith its bill. 

• NitST A thin platform of sticks in a creetop colony. 

* DlSTRlEU ITIOIN From Sdv USA and Mexico through 
Clemral and South America to N. Argentina. 



/m/v head emihks the H w W Ktork 
m feed by dipp ing hiio muddy 
4 fav/tets - mj fea/hers to spot/ 



DL^TRim TIOX 



JtlVKKlLh; 



• /dork 
w ing tips 



HaMIiRKOP 



1 his waterside bird is recognized by 
the hammerhead shape made by its 
bill and crest. It feeds in shallow 
water at the edges of rivers, lakes, 
and marshes, taking amphibians, small fish, 
and other aquatic creatures. It occurs in pairs 
or small family grtaips that tend to stay within 
a restricted area, but sometimes roam further 
afield during dry seasons. 1 iamerkops fly 
with a mixture of flapping and gliding, their 
legs stretching out behind, d'he neek is drawn 
back w hen flapping and extended when gliding, 

• NHST a huge, oven -shaped mass of sticks w ith 
a small front entrance, lined w ith mud and placed in 

a tree or on a clifT, usually 
sited near or over w aten 

• Distribution 

Africa and Madagascar. 



/mrk- 

swept 

erest 



FiA iiNt? AiHJtrr 



hrnfid 

mlnp 
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Family Cl CON 11 DAE 



Species kucQcephsh 



Length 40 in (103 cm) 



Painted Stork 

Recof^nizcd by pink tints on the wings 



and back and a finely checkered 
panel on the inner wing, this stork 
occurs on Freshwater lakes, marshes, 
and paddy fields. Its feeding method is 
specially adapted for very muddy waters. 

When wading, the stork swings its partly 
opened hill from side to side underwater, snapping it shut 
if it couches a fish. Krogs and other small creatures are also 
caught in this way. The Painted Stork feeds by day, ofren In 
groups at a good food source, and roosts in larger flocks at 
night. It nests in colonies, normally in trees that stand in or 
dose to water. Nests are packed together at close quarters, 
and the site is frequently 

shared with other stork . 

species as well as egrets, 

ibises, and cormorants. ^ * 

• Nr ST A large platform built 
of sticks, with a shallow hollow 
at the center, situated in a tree. 

• Distribution Indian 

subcontinent, SAV. China, and 
part of ST, Asia, *lirvENij, 



^ikws the bird 
tn dip into muddy C 
water mthmit 

fouling feathers 





* eherkered 
inner wing 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ii.,w 


Migration p^^- 3 | ni\grmi 


OCONNDAE 


Species Ckonia damia 


Length 45 , in (1 15 cm) 



White Stork ^ 

"This stork is typically seen wading in shallow water in streams, pools, and 
marshes, where it hunts frogs and other small creatures. It also feeds tn grassland 
and rice paddies, caking any small prey it finds. The White Stork flies slowly w ith 
steady wingbeats and occasional glides, its neek and legs extended. It also circles 
and soars on rising air currents to gain height, especially during migration. After 
breeding in scattered pairs or small groups, it migrates and winters in flocks. 

* Nest a large stick platform with a central hollow, lined with stems and 
grass and .situated in a tree or on a building. 

• Distribution Breeds in scattered 
areas from Europe to N, India, Winters 
in part.s of Africa, Pakistan, and India, 



red bid 





typitiit 
flight 
4 pmmf'e 



UlSTOIBtlTIQN 




Plumage 



Habitat 



Migration 
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Family CicoNlltMK 



Species erummiferus 



Length 59 



Marabou Stork 

A krge, scavcnji^ln^ stork, this species lives in grassknd and marshes, 
sometimes near human habimion. It feeds on animal carcasses of 
all sizes, sometimes competing with vultures, and also searches 
garbage dumps. Live prey is often taken, including insects, fish, 
rats, and small birds. Flamingo coltmies arc raided for eggs, young, and 
even adult birds. Fhc Marabou’s bald head enables it to eat messy foods 
such as carrion with minimal fouling of the feathers. Attached to the 
bare neck is a dangling, inflatable wattle, used in various ftums of display 
i)eh avion 'Fhe Marabou flies heavily nn slowly beating wings, also soaring tcj 
considerable heights on rising air currents. It roosts in flocks and nests in large 
colonies. Chjurtship behavior includes a ritual slow raising and lowering 
(^f the head, with a variety of mooing, grunting, and whistling calls. 

• NFST a large mass of sticks with a hollow at the center, which is 
lined with smaller twigs and green 
leaves. The nest is situated in a 
et)lcmy in a tree or nn a eltiT. 

• DlSTHIKUTION Much ^ 
of Africa south 
of the Sahara. 



ttWg#'- 
shupf’d 
hid . 
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Ramlly ciconiidah: 



Species 5 7 i n ( 1 45 1 m )/5 1 i n (1 30 tm 5 



Saddui-bh.lkd Stork 

L^ike other wading storks^ this species is eliII 
and long-k^fjcd, with a hm", thick hill and strong 
colors, it ocenrs in any kind of water where it can 
fish. 1'he Saddlehill has several feeding niethods. 
It stands in water and stahs llsh on sight; it walks 
among waterplants and jabs at random; or it may 
sweep its bill through muddy water to catch fish 
hv ttnieh. Occasionally it stirs up the mud with 
one foot to disturb fish. LSaddlebills rocjsr in 
pairs in trees and nest in seattcred pairs, 
in courtship, they run with wings spread, 
disfdaying their boldly marked plumage. 

• Nest A platform of sticks, lined with 
reeds, sedges, and earth, on a hush or 
cfce, u s u a 1 1 V o ea r wa tc r. 

• J>ISTRIBUTK)N 

^ _ Much of Africa south 

^|[|||fe|A^k of the Sahara nesert. 

• Remark 

Apart frtmi the 

difference in body 

size, the female can be 

I >1 SIR I Bt Tr( reeogo ized by her yei 3 o w i ris. 




Sexes alike 


zssa 


Mrgraiinn Non-migranr 


i ly Th hESK I t) H N r PH 1 DAK 


Species 'fhmkimjJLi itffhhpiais 


.10 in {75 em) 




Sacrkd Ibis 

Birds with downetirved bills are mostly 
specialized for probing in soil or mud for food, 
but the Sacred Ibis is ver>' much a general 
feeder. It frc{|Lients marshy ground, the 
edges of lakes or rivers, grassland (especially 
aftergrass fires), cultivated fields, and even garbage dumps 
at the edges of t<mns. It hunts any kind of small animal 
as well as eggs and nestlings of other birds, and also eats 
carrion and offal. 'I'he Sacred Ibis Hies on broad, hlaek-tipped 
wings with neck extended, alternately flapping and gliding, 

<jften in flocks in V formation, it feeds and roosts in large or 
small flocks and nests in crowdetl eoloities. Young birds lack the 
lung bill, 'rhey feed directly from the throat of the parent bird. 

NES'I' a platform made of twigs and sticks, 
lined with grass and leaves, and placed 
in a tree, in a bush, or on the ground. 
DiS'I'RIHLITION Africa south of 
the Sahara, N. Yemen, and S. I rati 

• Remark fh is bird 

was held sacrei 

D j by the ancient 

^ Kgvptians. 



* hfivi'. Miifk 
mi hi mi 
mid Heft 




mSTHlWlTlUX 




Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat , 
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Family ■ ] I j ^ j, r i H I DA I : 



Specias 



Length 24 i „ (60 cm) 



Plumage ^like 



Migration jsfori-mifiraiit 



Family 'pn ilESK lOR N r I’H I L^,\E 



Species kumwdi^ 



Length 35 in (Worn) 



Plumage 



Habit 






Migration 



Scarlet Ims 

No orher bird ut shore bird 

has Hcurlct pUmujlie like rhiu of 
this Species, k is all the more 
conspicuous heciuisc it iisuuily 
occurs in flocks in open 
hiibiciits. 'Hie slender, 
curbed bill is used 
for probing into 
shallow water and 
ITU III for food. A 
bird tjf esmaries 
and coastal tmidiliits, lagoons, mangrove trees, and swamps 
it feeds in Hocks and rotjscs eommunalK In swamp trees. It 
pn>bcs for crabs, niolUisks, and other small creatures on 
mild Hats, and small fish, frogs, and 
insects in marshes. The call 
is high pitched and plaintive. 

• lMKST a loose platform 
of sticks in a rreetop, often 
over water, in a c<>hmy. 

• !>IS rRlKllTIOI\ Coasts and 

marshes of N. South .Xm erica 
fn >m Ve n ezu e I a lo S. B raz i I . J t ' v en l LE 



umfmin sairkt 

pifitfmgf 



pcfFliy 

/oor 



Eurasian Spoonbill 

A large, while wading bird with an elegant crest, 
this species occurs in shallow, <>pen water with 
a nitiddy or sandy bed and nor too much 
waterweed or other vegetation. It is most 
often eiiecHiniered in small parties in coastal 
waters, lagoons, lakes, and flooded swamps. 1 he long bill 
has a broad and flattened end. and the bird uses its Jong 
neck to sweep its bill through the water, 'riie bill is held 
slightly open, and the bird seizes water creatures that it 
finds as if wades slowly forward. Prey includes small 
fish, crustaceans, and aquatic insects. Kura.sian Spoonbills 
Hy « ith slow, steady wing beats and ticciisional glides, with 
neck and legs extended; they also soar on rising air currents. 
• NKST a large pile of reeds, twigs, and grass, placed on 
the ground in a reedhed or coastal 
swamp; or a platform made of twigs 
and plant stems, placed in a tree, 

• DISTRIIU TION Breeds in 
parts of Pnirasia and NAV Africa. 
Winters in Africa, the Indian 
suhcimtincnt, and parts 
hlSTUUUTlON of China and S.li. Asia. 









I • J 



Jti% ENirj-: 



* imifnrm wMk 
plmtifige 



hng^ Gilding legs 



Mark xs^ingftps • 



DJSTRmimoN 
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StJDTHEKN Screamer 

A liird of miirshkind and wer 

grassliind^ the .Southern Screamer looks 
striin^cly pf^^purtioncd^. with its small head 
and big feet, ddie small, luHjked bill is used 
for feeding on leaves, huds„ and other parts Am ij;r 

of green plants* d ’lie large, broad wings carry bony 
spurs that project forward from the leading edge; these 
are used as weaptjns in fights with rival birds tjr predators* 

'I’be Southern Screamer flies strongly and circles and soars 
on ri s i ng a i r c It rre n ts, som e ti m es a ctii i n i ng con s i de ra bi c 
heights. 'The species gets the name nP*scTeamer” iTom 
its c ha merer 1st ic habit of uttering frequent, screaming 
calls, both during flight and also when walking on the ground. 

NKST a stmernre of sticks and reeds, placed 
on the ground near or in shallow water. 

• DlSTKlBUTION 
I'rom S. lira/.il to 
C. Argentina. 



oiSTRiiurriON 



\mt// keiifi mth 
hmiked hill 



resting leg 
hiiMett 
under the 
feathen 



^ititre kid 



large Jeef 
hmg taes 



Roseati? Spoonbiee 

The elegance of this spoonbill’s rose-colored plumage contrasts with 
its bizarre-hHjking, bare green head* l*he species often forms flocks rhac 
wade in shalkiw coastal waters, mangrove creeks, lagoons, floodetl 
marshlands, and swamps. I'he birds fish 
by sweeping rheir broad-tipped hills 
from side to side through 
the water, seizing any 

small fish that they 

chance to contact. 

• NKSTAn untidy 
structure t>f twigs and 

sticks, lined with leaves, M • srar/etmng 

in a colony in the rre crops, /vr/yA 

• DlS'l KIBin ION Krom .S. USA " 

to C. Argentina. 



hare green shin 
(m head • 



hnmd^ 



Family j , 1 1 1 1 1 n AK 



Species ^xjaht ajaja 



Length 31 (Kt)cm) 



Plumage ^Sexes alike 



Stt ^ te 



Migration 



Family ANJUViUMK 



Species Ckamm umiuata 






mSTKIBt rriON 
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Length 57 In ^45 



Species PkaemropffniS rri/fer 



FamUy p , EH^COVl■E^ I DM- 



Grkater Flamingo 

This rail, slcndt^r bird is seen tjn shallo\v lakes / 
und coastal waters. It specializes in feedini; / 
in lakes with a high concent radon of either i 
saline or alkaline salts. These waters / 

contain suflicient food to feed a large f ^ 
number of birds, hut the food is usually 
very^ small, consLsti ng of insects, shrimp- 
like animats, and tiny plants including 
diatoms and algae. The Greater 
F lam i n go wades i n th e sh a 1 1 o w wa ce r. 
reaches down with its long neck, and R 

socks in the water through its uptorned » 

bill Inside the bill, small animals are ’ 

collected on a comblike arrangement of fine 
plates (lamellae) between which the water 
drains. Suitable lakes are tew and far between, 
and the birds must travel long distances from 
one feeding site to another, often in large Hocks. 

* Nest a cone of mud with 

a hollow top. in a dense colony ^ 

on a mudflat or salt lake. 

• DISTRIBUTION Scattered 
locations in the Caribbean. 

Africa. 8AV. Europe, and Asia. 



elongated 
phmm used hi 
■ dkplity 



Flving Adltlt 



Juvenile 



ihkk h 
dtmti- 
cmened j 
and has 
a straight 
• //;// 



I1I.HTKIBI1TI0N 



^s^^ehbed 

feet 4 





Pluinage alike 


Habitat wwww 


Migtailon [..Jigjjnt 



www.thenzbplace.com 



72 * NCJN-l*ASSh:RINES 



Family AnATIDAK 



Species Aiisermm.'^ semipaim^m Length 34 (HS cin) 



ftrmak 
hm /i 
fimer 
hmd 

thrill tht' 
male 



Magime-Goosh 

1 his bhtck-iirtd- white 

inEtbits tmpicLiI m;irshes» rivers, 
and Isikes, It is distinctively tall, 
having unnsualK long legs for a 
gtKJSc as well as an upright 
posture. It is one of the 
few geese witli unly half- 
webbed feet, rhe bill is 
large and powerful wheh a 
strfmg tip lor digging, and 
the ernwn of the male s head 
is raised in a domed shape. Magpie- 
Geese form flocks nf several thousands 
after breeding. They feed by grazing 
in grassland and crops or by wading in 
water to eat roots and seeds of marsh 
plants. When alarmed, the geese fly up 
and pereJi in bare trees, I'heir normal 
High t is slow and steady, on broad wings, 

• NHST a platform of trampletl 
reed stems, lying in shallow waten 

• Distribution n. Australia 
and S. New Guinea, 






Fnu. ViKw 
or Ai>i i:r 

• kgs are 
ehhiT phd' 



Plum,«e Sexes alike 


Habitat -gjg ^ 


Migration 


Family AnatidaK 


Species 


Length 24 In (60 cm) 



Pl.UMED 

Whis'iling-Duck 

1 he slim, upright body, long 
neck, and long legs of this species are ty^pical of 
whistling-ducks. In flight the head and neck are 
extended and dnM>p slightly dow nward, giving 
the bird a humpbacked look. iMumed 
Whistling- Ducks are sociable birds, living in 
noisy Hocks close to water, moving from area 
to area as wetlands dry^ out seasonally. Pairs 
stay together for life and nest on dry' land, later 
leading the young back to the water. They also 
feed on land, eating leaves and seeds of grasses 
and low-gmw ing plants, 'rhey visit marshes during 
drier periods to teed on sedges and rushes. 

• Nest a hollow' in the ground among vegetatitjn, 
lined wdth grass and usually sheltered by a 

bush, hidden a little distance from water. 

• DlSTRiBlfTION N. and K. Australia. 

• Ri:m.\hk I he name is derived from 
the loud, w hist ling calls that ducks in a 
flock constantly utter to one another. |°^ 



Sexes alike 




Habitat 
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F^TTlity A^a 11[MK 



Species Q/^f^ 



r>y innS 2 cm J 




hr^e, • 
powerful 
^'ing 



long, (mat- 
-• shiipeei body 



Juvenile 



Mutr Swan 

This species occurs on tVeshwiuer lakes and rivers ami is the 
largest and heaviest swimming bird in this habitat. It is identified 
by the red color of the In II in adiili birds, contrasting with the 
gray hills of juveniles and with the yellow bills of adults of ocher 
swan species in its range. Its bcidy is streamlined tor swimming, 
and its legs are shcHT and smmg* 'Hic neck is long and flexible 
enough to teach iinderwatet for atpiatic plants and roots, which 
are the bird's main food. The diet also includes worms, shellfish, and ocher 

small animals, ft leaves the water to graze but is slow and ungainly on dr>' land and never ventures 
far from water *rhe Mute Swan flies on tapering wings, with its neck stretched forward. Pairs stay 






lilSTHtBlTlON 



together for life. When not breeding, the birds arc stjdahle, forming fltjcks on lakes, rivers, and 



estuaries, but nesting pairs defend their cerri curies vigorously against ocher 
implies, this species is silent, apart from hisses, grunts, and throaty^ noises. 

• Nest A large mound of plant material placed in reeds, on a 
small island, on the shore of a lake, or beside a river or stream, 

• DlSTKllilTION Scattered areas across Eurasia. Introduced 
in areas of North America, South Africa, Australia, and 
New' Zealand, 



As its name 



Mark knob 
on bill 



EJumagp Sexes differ slightly 



Habrtat 



Migralbon ^ronHnig^ant 
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Grhylag Goose 

This goose is seen swimming on rivers, lakes, and marshes and 
walking or running in grassland and pasture. Ir is strongly built 
and has a short, stout bill chat can demolish leaves and stems 
and dig tip roots for food. Its flight is strong and direct, showing Eastern 
conspicuous, blue-gray wing coverts, and birds tiften travel in Form 
V formation, 'rhe Cireylag is an alert, suspicious goose, raising 
the alarm at the slightest disturbance with loud, harsh calls. 

• Nest a shallow; natural depression in the ground 
lined with leaves and an inner cup of feather down. 

• DlSTRiBl fTION Across Eurasia apart from 
N. Russia and N. Siberia. Winters as far south 
as N, Africa, Iran, India, and China. 

• Remark Farm geese (often white) 
are the domesticated form of the 

Greylag Goose. 



UISTHIBtJTION 



FamNy 



species A/jsers/is^r 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Migration ^ig^ant 



Family 



Species Ansfrcaerff/fsfftii 



lUAJ m \ f\/ \ 



Plumage Sexes iilikc 



HaUltat 



MIgtalion 



Snow Goose 

An Arctic goose breeding in marshy parts of 
the tundra, this species feeds by digging up 
roots and bulbs, and also grazes on buds and 
leaves, fr is sociable, even in the breeding 
season, when pairs nest only a short distance 
apart. After breeding, the geese migrate 
in flocks, sometimes several thousand 
strong, to winter on marshes and coastal 
grassland. The call is a harsh cackle. 

• Nest a natural hollow in the ground, 
lined with leaves and an inner down cup, 

• Distribution Breeds in Arctic zone of 
Ntjfth America. Winters as far south as Mexico. 

• Remark l^here are 
two color phases {p. 13): white, 
and “blue" (gray, tinged 
blue in parts). 



sflon. 



sfrEUfg 









Phase 



* srmwy 
’^hke 

pimudgf 






Phase 



rri.STRiBt irroN 



""nhiieff' 

fierk 

feiiih€r& 



Western 
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Canada Goose 

Muinly d:irk. with white nijirkings on the face and breast, 
this goose is becoming increasingly common. Originally a 
bird chat lived mainly in tundra and prairie grassland, it 
has become more willing in recent decades to explore 
new^ breeding areas. Canada Geese have expanded into 
freshwater sices in woodland and have multiplied in towns, 
where their diet of grass and other low -grow ing plants is 
always available. Flocks fly in V ftuniation, often not far 
above the ground, uttering loud, honking calls, 

• NFST a natural hollow in diA' ground dose to water, 
linetl with grass, dowm, and a few feathers. 

• DiSTUIBUTION Breeds thrtioghouc 
N. America and in F. Siberia. Winters as far 

south as 
New^ Mexico, 

E. China, 
and Japan. 

Intriiduccd in /■v?r.v^/ 5 ^r 

N.W, Kurope. 

• KFMARK rhere are several 
subs pedes, some little larger 
than a Mallard 79). 



Disrmm iTior^ 



Family AnaI FDAE 



species Aiisff rmagkt/s 



Pluinage alike 



Migralion Migrant 



Pium^e 



Family Anai IHAK 



Species am&densk 



Lengths |i5cm05m> 



white 

^'chin strap ” 



m short, 
strong 
/^f 



,ll VIINILE 



Orangi- 

STAIiN 



DlSTRlRliTlOK 



barred 

pattern 



Emperor Goose 



A dark goose with a white head, this speeics 
breeds near the eoast in the Arctic tundra and 
winters in family parties on rticky shores 
and islands, k feeds on a mixed diet that 
includes green plants, seaweed, and shellfish. 

• Nest A hollowdined with down and moss. 

• DlSTKlHl JTION Breeds on coastal tundra 
of Alaska and N.E. Siberia. Winters as far 
south as W. USA and Kamchatka. 

• RKMARK d'he head and 
neck are sometimes stained 
orange by iron salts in 
the water in which the 
birds dip for fofid. 



heavy intdy 

nV 



I 

short 
iep 
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RED-BRItASTKD GOOSE 

I his rare Kouse is a migrant to the Aretic, breeding on mountain tundra and 

feeding mainly on grasses and sedges. Other ioods include broad I caved phmts, 
mots, tubers, and, in winter, cultivated grain. Migrating birds flv in ragged groups 
or in slanting lines, rather than in the V formation well known in other species of 
geese. 'Fhe frequem call is a harshiv piercing, double note. 

• NKSTAho|Jow,Iincd 
with down and feathers, 
in the top of a raised 
piece of ground. Pairs 
often choo.se a site close 
to the nest of a Peregrine 
I'aleon isf'ep. 105). 

Surprisingly, this relationship giv^,^ 
protection to the geese, as the falcon attacks 
or deters any predators that approach the nest 



j>rs'rRiBtiTiON 



intending to attack the geese 
or steal their young. 

• DlSTIUBirnON 
Breeds in Aretic Siberia. 

Winters near the Black, 

Caspian, and Aral Seas. 

• Remark Endangered, mainly because 
of being heavily hunted in its winter range. 



//fifd- fiat/ifrs 
overlapping 
the wing 



fhesmut- m 
cohred 



hmut 
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Famity ANA'I IDAli 



Species Ermtla rufH'oms 



Length 2Z in (55 cm) 



Pfumage 



Habitat ■ ^ 



Migration 



Family AnatIIMK 



Species aegyptiams 



Plumaes .Sexes alike 



Egyptian Goose 

1 his bird lives in marshes, lakes, aird 

rivers, where it sometimes swims and dives, hut 
it is more, usually seen on land. It grazes on grass, 
also eating leaves and seeds of plants including 
crops, and possibly occasional insects. The ^ 
female can be distinguished by her trumpet- 
like quacking, in contrast with the male’s soft, 
husky calls. Pairs mate for life, forming flocks 
after breeding that perch and roost in trees. 

• Nest A hollow in the ground under 
vegetation, or a hole in a eh IT, cave, or tree. 

• Distribution Upper Nile Valley and 
Africa south of the Saharan introduced in England. 

• Remark Although it is called a goose, this bird 
is really a species of shelduek 



mSTKIIil 'TitiM 



( jRA'i Phase 

glossy green patch 
(speculum) cm 
h ind edge of 
wing 
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Famfty 



Species imkrnfi 



length 27 in {m t:m) 



Plumgge 



Migrption ni [grant 



Family AN, VO OAK 



Species 



Length 13 ^33 



Plumage Scxt:. differ 



HetiUai , 1 ^ 



Migration p.jj^jy| migrum/notnadic 



Common SHHLOtiCK 

Recognii^iible by hs alternate pane In of bbek, white 
and chestnut bniwn, this bird is seen in winter 
flocks on estuaries and mtid flats. I’ lucks also occur 
inland, for instance on salt lakes in semi-arid areas. 

.Shelducks feed by dabbling with their hills, either on nuid 
exposcil hy the title or in shallow water. I hey cake sm 
shclitlsh, ericstaecans, insect laiAiie, and waterweed. 'The 
birds nest inland and lead the young tt> the water as 
soon as they hatch. After breeding* adults migrate in 
large tlocks for their annual nuilc* a process during 
M hieh they are unable to lly. 'This cakes place in 
safety from predators im vast offshore mudflats. 

• NI^^ST a cavity in a tree or hank, ora luillow under 
bushes* lined with dosvn, some distance from the shore. 

• DlSTRIIU TION Breeds in N.W. Kumpe and from 
S, Kutope through C. Asia and 
K. C'hina to K. Siberia. Winters as far 

s(Hith as N.W. Africa, Pakistan 
and -SAV, China. 



DJSTKllK rroN 



m/n' 

* hetul 



1 -KMArJl 



ALKICAN P’1 gmy Goosk 

L/iving on pools and lagoons, this species feeds mainly on water lily 
seeds. 'Phese* as well as other water plants, insects, and fish, are taken 
either by dabbling at the surface or by diving. The bird spends most 
of its time on the water and uses its short legs for swimming and tor 
perching on floating branches and trees, rather than for walking. In 
drier areas* birds travel nomadically in search of water. 

NPST A hole in a tree, termite moimd, 
or clilT, lined with white dfjwn. 

• DISTRIBI’TION 
Africa south tsf the 
Sahara, and 
Madagascan 



^KMAl.K 



skim, 

kn/tid 



I )is nil in TION 



/, seea- 
t’iithig kiii 
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Family 



18'/; in (47 cm) 



/lix sp&ma 



Wood Duck 

I his species lives in wooded Rkes and rivers and feeds on acorns, nuts, 
seeds, green plants, and small invertebrates, h is {>ne of the few ducks that 
perch readily on branches. Another characteristic feature is that it nests 
in trees. Soon after hatching, the ducklings jump down fn>m 
the nest at their mothers call and follow her to the water. 

• NKST a tree hole or 
nest hox, lined with down. 

DlSTRIliUTION 
North America 
to Cuba. 



rresf misf// 
ifi rfisphy 



fffff/y 
spoUefl 
* hemf 



fhnk fenthem 



tresif rmsefi 
• In dkplfiy 



Mandarin Duck 

A shy, woodland duck, this species rests by day in shrubs 
overhanging water and feeds in W'oodland streams and 
lakes at dusk, "fhe male has a sw^eeping, bushy crest on 
its head and one enlarged, orange leather on each inner 
wing. The Mandarin prefers hroad leaved w^<mdland, 
especially oak, eating acorns and other seeds, nuts, 

plants, land snails, insects, and small fish. Ji 
• Nh'ST A hole in a tree, lined wuth 
dtiwn, fjfcen situated over water. 

• Distriblition 

[breeds in K. Asia, Winters pgBB 

51S far south as S. China. 

FiiMALE • RKMARK [n trod need 

as an ornamental bird in 

S. lingland, which now has a 
significant part of the 
u world population. 



' saU-shitpefi 
inner wing 
fen flier « 



DIST'Kim TKJN 



Plumage Sexes iliflcr 


Habitat 


Migration p„„|3| 


Family AnA'J’IDAK 


Species i\ix gnienenifUa 


Length {^47 



Plumage 



Habitat 






Migraikm digram 
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Plum^e Sexes differ 



Migration partial migfani 



Family /\>f,v'ni5AK 



Species p/a/yrkym/ms 



Lengin 23 jn ( 5 K cm 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Mignatitm Partial migrapi 



Mallard 

A dabbling duck tliat seems unaffected by human disturbance and 
chanj;in ^4 conditions, the Mallard occurs on all inland waters, large or 
small. It prefers those with plenty' of vcgecatiOTi, To feed, it swims with 
its bill dabbling in the water surface. As water passes through the hill 
small food irems such as seeds, leaves, insects, and worms are strained 
(jut by a comb! ike arrangement of plates. 'The Mallard also up-ends 
itself CO reach down tt> ntud or weeds for food, and graces on land. 

• NbST A hollow in the ground or in a raised site such as a 
pfiUarded tree, lined with stems, leaves, feathers, and down. 

• I>1STRIBL1TU)N Breeds in much of North America and 
h'urasia. Winters as far south as Mexico, N. Africa, and S.b. Asia. 

• KivMARK The farmyard duck, in its many different breeds, 
is the domestic form of the Mallard. 



Mae and 
white wing 
patch 

(specuiutnj 






)4yj 'm 07 cm) 



IHSTklBllTION 



• bird ming 
in steep, rapid 

fli^t 



b'EMALh: 



Greln-winged Teal 

"Phis small dabbling duck often swims inconspicuously in shallow pools 
where marsh vegetation provides partial cover. If disturbed, it rockets 
tip from the water in rapid flight, revealing a green, white, 
and black wing patch (the speculum). It feeds on 
a w ide range of plants and small animals, mainly 
eating seeds in w inter and animal fot^d in 
summer, ,^s in other dabbling ducks, males 
utter whistling calls, hut females quack. 

• NivST A depression in dry grass, 
lined with dfjwn. among marsh plants. 

* nisi'tlim rnON Breeds in North 
.America and Eurasia. Winters as 
far south as Central .America. 

Africa, India, and S.E. Asia. 



gteen, white, and Nark 
wing patch Upeathm) 



DrSTKIiil moN 



MiMAl.H 
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Cinnamon Tkal 

Btjth series of this species huve bri^ihe l>luc fore wing 
patches that show suddenly in flight and help the birds 
to recognize their own kind. The breeding male also 
has vivid, rufous- red budy plumage for use in 
display. 'I'he species inhabits shallow, marshy 
inland waters and the margins of slow rivers: 
it feeds by dabbling at the suri'ace for 
small floating items such as seeds or insect 
larvae, it breeds in tall marshland vegetation. 

• NhiST A depresskm in a pile (>f vegetation, 
lined with tlown and hidden in undergrowth. 

• [i)lSTft IBl n'|()[N Breeds in W. North America, 

W. Ontario, Central America, and parts of South 

.America. Both northern and 

southern populations migrate 



Family A.NArmAK 



Sexes differ 



Habitat ' 






Migration MigcaiU 



Family Ama-, iiiae 



Plumage 



IXSTHIBt TION B'HMAr.I- 



nV 

Fkmau-: 



NOR'I'HKRN PiN’I’AIL 



A slim dabbling duck identified by the male s Jong, tapering rail feathers, this 
species flies rapidly, its wings making a swelling sound. Occurring mainly in 
pairs and small parties on open, shalh>w waters, the [hnrail avoids reedbeds and 
tall marsh plants. It rests on the water by day and feeds at night, i'hc usual 
feeding method is to up-end in the water and reach down for mots, seeds, and 
tubers, hut birds also go ashore to graze, or dabble in surface waters for seeds 
and small animals. NfUthern I’intaJls usually migrate to the eoast in winter. 

• NFSTA hollow lined with vegetation and down. 

* Distribution Breed.s in North America and 
Kura si a. Winters as far south as Central America,^ 

Africa, and India. 



DrsTKimntJN 



• paM 



* hng. 

kiptfing 

mU 
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A dEvmg duck of open water on lakes, rivers, escuaries, and coasts, this species 
is identified by the long, sloping outline of its forehead and bilL d'he legs are 
strong and set %i ide on the hi>dy for under^vaier swimnning. The Canvashack 
dives to feed on waterplants or. shellfish, reaching depths of some M) ft (9 mk 
d'he Species is common and sociable, forming large flocks in winter. 

It nests inland on small areas of water, sych as prairie pools and 
marshes, and migrates after breeding to estuaries and the sea. 

Flocks fly strongly and fast, often forming slanting lines. 

■ Nest a mound of dried reeds and sedges, lined 
with down, and situated on the ground. 

i and 



l&fig, 

shplng 

foffhmrl 



□ ( • DLSTRIBI 'TION Canada 

N. and W, CSA, W inters 
as far south as Mexico. 



0\ 



This dabbling duck often inhabits regions where drv conditions 
are usual and stirs ives by finding places where rain has caused 
cemporars^ flooding. These waters contain microscopie 
animals on which the duck feeds. It moves through shallow 
water, using its bill to trawl for food. Special flaps at the 
side of rhe hill rip help draw in svater, which then 
passes over a series of fine plates that strain out 
the tiny animals, before being expelled at the 
sides. When the Hooded areas dry tmt, 
the ducks travel nomadieally in 
search of new feeding grounds. 

• NHS'r A hole in a tree trunk 
or stump, lined with down. 

• DlSTRIBlTlON W. and 
E. (mainly southeast) Australia 



Famjjy An A TI DAK 



Species 



Length 1 ^,!/, jn (42 cm) 



Sexes alike 



Migration 



Family 



Species valisifiena 



Length (53 



ptumage Ibexes differ 



Migration Migrant 



DlSTKlIll TlO.\ 



msTKini Ti()>; 



PiNK-F.ARKD DCCK 



ph/Jr ear p at fh 



fkshyjhip m 
hangjmg 
from the 
MU 



Canvasback 
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Familif ANATtDAE 



Species AyriiyafiiligNla 



Plumage Sexes differ 



Habitat I 



Mleratton f,.[jgrxnt 



Familif AnaTiDae 



^^ommena 



PlumaEe 






Migration 



Tufted Duck 



kJtisi&pex 
dimn inti} 
the water 



■ white jtmik pnteh 



DrSTRIBI ITIO?^ 

nV 



• phtmes droopittti 
fmm the shoatder 



UrSTRmiTJON 



King Eider 

1 hi!} stunt sc^ duck dives for shellfish in 
cold, coastal waters at all times of year. The 
feathering is dense, with a thick layer of down. 

Males have an umisual bulging foTehead* 

• Nest a hollow^ lined with doW''n, that 
the birds pluck from their undersides. 

* DiSTRIHUTION Breeds in N. Alaska, 

Canada, and Eurasia, Winters as far south as S, Alaska, 

slew England, and Kamchatka. 

forehead 



FKMALK 



A slender crest dangling over the nape identities this 
diving duck. Naturally a bird of deep, open water on lakes 
and rivers, it has adapted itself to live in built-up areas. Of 
all the birds seen in an urban setting, the 'Ilifted Duck is 
unique for two features: males have black plumage with 
white sides and bellies, and both sexes have yellow, 
button eyes. Tufted Ducks swim well underwater, 
sometimes to depths of 45 ft (14 m), and feed on a 
wide range of tiny aquatic animals and plants. 

• NiilST A hollow^ lined with grass and dow^n, 
usually in vegetation close to water 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in 
Eurasia. Winters as far 
south as 8. Sudan 
and N, India, 



deroratlve, 
upward- 
curving 
• feathers 



Fhmau-; 



yethw 

tfis 
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Family ^xAi'lDAK 



Species f{isfnotitrus Umiofikus 



Length (42 ^m) 



Harlkquin Duck 

^I'hc bfilliam, fragmented pmem of this duek s 
plumage is a subtle camouflage agalnsc dear, 
moving waters. The Harlequin breeds beside 
cold, fast-flowing screams and rivers, feeding on 
the aquatic insects that ding to rocks and shingle. 
It flies strongly and low, folk^vving watercourses. 
After breeding it migrates to the sea. where it 
dives for shellfish. crustacean.s. and other food. 

• NRST a hole in a tree or bank, lined with down 

• DlSTRIBliTION Breeds in Alaska. 

Canada, Cirecniand, Iceland, \i. Siberia. 

Winters on coasts. 




Flt;MALH 




(iipenng, 
s!mff 
hU! 




plumage differ 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family 


Species ,1/^/^^^;//^/ 


■-efigih 19 in ( 4 f! cm) 



Black Scoter 

The orange bill patch of the male and the 
pale cheeks of the female identify the Black 
Scoter. The species spends much of the year 
at sea. Large flocks float in shallow coastal 
waters or fly k>w over the water in straggling 
formations. Birds dive, often siniukaneously. 
to feed on mussels and other marine animals. 

• NfiST A d<JW'n-lined hollow on the ground. 

• I>IS'rkiriUTION Breeds in tundra of North 
America and Rurasia. Winters as far as California, 
N. Africa, 
and China. 




Fkmat.k 




sf&iJiy hmk! of 
a sm-iiwing 
f iiuek 
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Smkw 

A small diving duck with a neat pliintuf'c pattern, the Smew is well adapceil 
for fi,shin,|* uivdorwacec I'he mandiblos of its hill carry rows of spikes resembling 
teeth* and the bill has a small* sharp hook at the tip which helps ro ^rip slippery 
ilsh. 'rhe bird floats (>n the surface and peers into the water to locate prey, then 
dives underneath to {^Ivc chase, using its feet for propulsion. .Smevv walk 
well on land and are fast and agile in flight. 'I hey breed beside 
fresinvaier lakes and rivers in the nijrthern cunifcn>us forest 
i^;(jne* where they feed mainly on aquatic insects. 

• NEiST a hfdc in a tree* lined with down, 

• DlSTIUniTTION breeds 
N. Kurasia. Winters as far 
south as N. India and 
S. K. China. 



% 



EMALK 



* imshy 
rmf 



hH! 



IHSTRIBtTUJN 



mi! 
slopes 
{io^'ii into 
the ie^ater 



Family ;\,NArilMK 






Sexes differ 



Habitat 






Migration 



Family AMAI lt)AK 






Womage 



Migration 



Common GoLOKNHYii: 

With its thick head feathering this diving duck looks big-headetl but* when 
the head is raised, the neck looks narrow. Both sexes have golden-yelkm' eyes. 
The birds spend summer beside inland wearers in the northern forests, nesting i 
tree ludcs. rhey winter on estuaries* coastal bays* and large inland takes. The 
diet consists mainly of shell l1sh* criiscaeeans* and insects. 

• NHST a hole in a tree* or a nest box* lined with down. dmuping, 

• DlSl’IUEii rnoN Breeds in North hhek-anfi-^hite 

America* liurasia. Winters as far as S, USA, 



Hemaj.k 



DJSTKJniTlON' 
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p' 



Family 



ifjs/ffrar 



Plumaae gcxcs differ 



Habitat 



Migration M„n-migrant 



Family Cathartidah 



'■'™^®St:*cs alike 



Migration n,igrartt 



mtf fyitijf 
w the waiter 



DlSTRlBiniON 



dhk-sfmped 

hhefur 

dkplay 



Musk Duck 

This large diving duck has a rounded back^ a stout head, 
and a heavy bill from which an umisiiak disk-shaped 
lobe is suspended. It gets its narne from the musky 
secret of its plumage. The Musk Duek feeds mainly on 
small aquatic animals, ranging in size from insects to frogs. 
It rarely leaves the water, moving with ditTiculry on land. 

• Nest a hoi low among plants at the water's 
edge; occasionally a hollow in a fallen tree. 
DISTRIBUTION S. Australia. 

• Remark Males are much 
larger than females. 



aV 



PRMAI.H 



Turkey VuLTURfi 

A common vulture often seen soaring and circling in search of 
food, this species feeds mainly on carrion. Like other vultures 
of the Americas, it uses its acute sense of smell to locate a 
dead animal. Besides eating carrion, it sometimes kills small 
animals such as lizards or steals the eggs or nestlings of birds, 

• Nest a platform of sticks 
situated in a tree, cliff, or rocky place. 

• Distribution Fmm s. Canada to 

S. South America 
and the 
Falklands. 



Jii\ 



DISTHIBITIOX 



sptmd wlng^ 
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FamHy GatHarTIOAI-: 



Species Gyffjnogyps r^Hfommaus 



Plumage a like 



feet very large, wfih lang 
toes and but are too ^eab 
for hunting live prey 



California Condor 



In its natural state this large, carrion-eating bird lives bv cruising over a 
wide area to find food. It cannot gain the required height without calm, 
warm weather and rising air currents on which to soar and circle upward. On 
cold or ver>' w-indy days, the Condor has to remain on the ground. When not 
foraging, it spends long periods idling or preening its feathers at a roost site. 

• Nest a single egg is laid on the ground, on a rock ledge, or in a cave, 

• DlSTlUBimOlN W. USA (but now mainly found in captivity). 

• Remark The California Condor was considered a threat to livestock 
and birds were killed to the point where the species was 

in danger of extinction. Prospects of recove ly- w'cre ^ 

restricted by the slow^ breeding rate of the Condor, 
w'hich reproduces every two years and cakes five to 
seven years to mature. Numbers continued to fall, 
with only 17 left in 19M, The remaining 
population was taken into captivity in the 
middle 1980s. Since then they have 
increased 



DlSTUJBUTrON 



» scavenging bird 



inflated 

throat 



Juvenile 



white wmg 



mark 
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family Caj’HARTIDAK 



Species Smrormtphus piipa 



Length 3Q 



King Vulture 

Ijivini* dilcHy En rain foresr, chb vulture is reco^;ni/ed 
by pied pluma^te. a brifilitly colored head, broad 
winjis, and a short rail. In calm weather, it flies 
kiw over the tree tops <^r descends to the 
forest floor to feed. On warm days, it finds * 
rising air currents (thermals) and circles ro 
gain height. Foraging birds often leave rhe 
forest for tropical grassland, partieubrly In areas 
where eartic arc ranched, I'hmigh not normally 
sociable. King \dkiires sometimes gather at a 
large carcass. Here they take precedence over 
other species because of their greater sj^^e and 
strength. Within the forest. King Vultures are not 
easily ohsciA^ed, hut are known to take stranded 
fish from sandbanks in ft j rest rivers, 
rhey arc also thought to kill small 
reptiles and young mammals, 

• Nh'ST J*’ew data recorded; 
where observed, the single 
egg has been placed in a 
hollow in a forest tree stump. 

• DrSTKIlilJTION 1^ 

Mexico to N, Argenrina. 1 | 



« {oimjuK 

kite hem! 





* hulgj^ng 
emp 
stores 
rerea/fy 
eaten foot! 




msTRIlUTlU.N 



PlLmnag€ alike 


Habitat 


Misrauon Non-miRtant 


Family PaNDJONIDAE 


Species kaiittems 


^30 in (50 cm)/23 in (SH cm) 



OSPREY' 

Often soaring over lakes, rivers, and coasts, the 
Osprey is a fish hawk, swooping down to take its prey 
from the water. It plunge-dives with feet first and wings 
raised, often submerging itself almost completely, to 
reappear with a fish and continue with its flight. 'I'hc 
prey is usually carried head forward, hdd in both 
feet. 10 be eaten on a tree l>ranch or on the nest, 

• NIyST A mass of sticks placed on a tree, a 
seashore, a crag, or an artifidal nest platform. 

• iXSTkIBUTlON breeds in North 
America, Kunisia, Africa, and Australia, 

Winters in South America, Africa, and Asia. 

• likMAkk Kemales arc larger than males. 




* rrest pHshn! up hy the 
'iishul immtmlly !ks f/ttf) 



m dark hand 
thnai^i the 
eye am! down 
to the na/k' 








Sexes alike 



Habitat ' 
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Family AcciPH RinAK 



Pffjjfs iipkwrjs 



^ 20 tn (SO cm)/23 in (58 liiU 



Plumaie 



m ts 



Migration 



Family ,\c[-;iiin Rir)Ai- 



Spscies 



2-^ in (SK cfu)/2b in (65 cmi 



Ptumage 



tii 



Migration 



migrani; 



HaUv 

Pi I ASK 



/md 



IJLSTKim ITION 



JnVKMLK 



pfde 

hrad 



hag 

Jirntk 

fraihen 



Westrrn Honey-Buzzard 

Phis umifiual bird of prey obtains nine-cenrhs of its 
hy attacking the nests of wasps and wild bees. It 
watches and follows the insects, digs out their nests, 
and cakes honey, young, and adult insects. Dense 
leg fea c lie r i n g a n d h eavy scale s p rote c t th e bi rd 1 > A B K Pi I AS K 

from stings. It also eats larger animals such as mice 
and frogs. After breeding, the birds form flocks in which they 
migrate to areas where their prey is active all year round. 

• NHST a large, untidy cup nest made of sticks, high in a tree. 

• DiSTRUUTION Breeds in much of Puropc, W, Siberia, 
and C, Asia, Winters as far stmth as Central Africa. 

• RHMARKS bemales are larger 
than males. Color varies 
from dark to light thrtmgh a 
series of phases 
p, /.?), Variation is 
seen most elcarly 
undernearh 
the wing, 

Immi 

tiivwgjf ptr 

turning 

flight 



msiTKIBUTION 



Red Kith 

A slender bird of prey with a deeply forked tail, the Red 
Kite has a graceful look in the air. It Hies with slow, deep 
wingheats, glides for long periods, and performs ipiiek, agile 
svvortps to snateh small animals from mouse to rabhit size. 

• NHST a large, shalltJW structnre, made of twigs, earth, 
anti wcjol, and placed in a tree. 

• I>ISTRlBUTIf)N Mueh of 
hinrope, NAV, Africa, and 
the Middle Past. 

• R i:\iARK 
l emalcs are larger 
than males. 
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Family AcctPJ rfiiiJAi-: 



Plumage 



Family AcCiPri’KlDAK 



Species kMfOfffphijiiis 



*^30 in (75 em)/43 in (HO cm) 



Plumage 









Migration 

migmnc 



DISTRIHUTIQIM 



Juvenile 



Bald Eagle 

1 his large eagle get-s its food from a wide range 
of sources* Most of its victims are caught live, 
including ducks, gulls, other seabirds, fish from 
lakes or the sea, and salmon from rivers, bald 
Kagles challenge Ospreys {seep. 8S), forcing 
them to aband<m their catch, d’hey also feed 
on dead and dying hsh as well as either carrion. 

• NI^IST a large structure of stieks and 
twigs, situated in a tree close lo water. 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in much of North 
America. Northern populations wunter 
in S. USA and parts of Mexico. 

• Remark Females larger than males. 



sfrong, 

grmpmp: 



African Fish-Eagle 

Must often seen singly or in pairs on high branches in its waterside terrienry, 

this is a spedalii^cd, fish -eating eagle* Watching from a perch more often 
than hunting in flight, it swtxips to snatch fish from just 
beneath the surface, using a backward swing of the 
feet. It also eats stranded fish and other carrion, 
as well as killing w^aterbirds. 'I'he species is 
well known for its yelping, four-note call, 

• Nest a large pile of sticks with a central 
bow l, lined with grass and usually 
placed in a tree near water. 

• l>ISTRIBLmON Africa 
south of the Sahara. 

• Remark Females 
are larger than males* 



mSTRIUtlTION 



JlfVENJLE 



hirei iauuckmg 
itself into the mr 
from £i perch 
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Family Atx:;iprrRmAK 



Species Halisfettis ^jibkHk 



Whitk-tailed Eagle 

A large, heavy eagle of riK:ky eoascs, islands, 
escyaries, and tnlami lakes, this species is 
recognized by its repeated, yelping calk. It 
is adept at snatching fish and birds from lakes 
and the sea, and seeks carrier ahmg the shore 
Pairs stay permanently in their territories in 
areas where winters are sufficiently mild. 

* Nest a large srmeture of sticks to which 
n^ore material is added each year, with a hollow^ 
in the center, lined with twigs and sometimes 
wool, placed on a cliff, rtx:k ledge, or tree. 

• DlS'i KlBirnON Breeds in Greenland and 
N, Eurasia. Some northern and northeastern 
populations migrate as far south as the Middle East 

and C China. 

• Remark 

Femaies are larger 
than males. 




DlSTKIBtnrON 






Plumage fje^cs alike | 


1 Habitat ^ 


Migr3lr<m migrant 


Family AcxiIPn’mEMK 


Species fmcheltofus 


Length ^93 





Lappet-faced Vulture 

'This large vulture takes first place at any animal carcass, dt^minating 
the smaller carrum-eating birds. Its heavy bill enables it to rear open 
the carcass, incidentally helping smaller species to feed and to 
consume tougher parts such as skin and ligaments for which 
there is less competition, d he t/appet-faee roosts solitarily or 
in pairs, and spends much of the day in soaring flight. 

• NltST A platform of sticks with a central 
hollow, lined and placed on a 
flat-topped btish or tree. 

* DTSTRIBI ITION 
Parts of Africa, Israel, 

S. and VV. Arabian 
Peninsula. 



hem! and neck 
9 of a 




UrSTRim TION 



JirVKNILE 



Plumage 



Migfation Non.jnigmnt 
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Family ACCIPI'I Rn;>Arv 



Species f^erftmptertfS 



25 in |63 cm)/ 2 H in (70 cm) 



alike 



Habitat 



H* 



Migration 

nri!|;rant 



Family ActiiRTRIlW. 





'■'“"'^sstxcs alike 


1 Habitat ^ 


MiEration M„n.niig,ant 



0 ^ 

• imf Y fate ami thrmit 



Jl VMAJILH 



Lammkkoeikr 

A very large earriiin-cating bird, tliinly dispersed In 

its mt)untain Itabitiu. the t.umniergetcr j^Iidcs nnd soars 
tor lon/f periods tm lon^;, laptring wings and a wedge- 
shaped tail. It can eat parts of the carcass that other 
carrion-eaters cannot digests indnding bones, which 
it smashes by dropping them (>nto rocks frtjm the air. 

• NI^ST a platform of twigs with a central hollow' lined 
grass, hair, .skin, and hones, in a cave or on a ditT ledge. 

• Distribution Scattered areas in 
S. litirtjpe, Africa, and through the 
Middle I^asc to C.k Asia, 

• RIiMAHK 
I'emales are larger 
than males. 



Jl’V 



wath 



Hip fif 

bmih\ 

himk 

feathers 



thfik att'erhig 
uffeatims im 
upper iig 



DlSTHtlJlTRW 



Egyptian Vulturh 

A small vulture with a bare face 
and shagg^^ neck feathering, this 
species occurs in t^pen plains and 
seniidesert. It cannot compete with 
larger vultures at an animal carcass. 

On the other hand, being smaller, it is 
less dependent on rising currents tif 
warm air ttt gain height and starts 
flying soon after daw-n, .so reaching the 
carrion first. It raids nesting colonies of 
birds, seizing chicks and carrying away 
eggs in its bill When attacking an Ostrich 
nest, it lifts stones with its bill and throws 
them about until one of the eggs is cracked. 

• NHST a small platform made of sticks, lined 
with dung, hair, and skin, 
and placed on a rock ledge. 

• DiSTkiinrj ION 
S. Kurope, Middle Hast, 
Africa, W. Asia, and the 
Indian solxoncinent. 

• Remark Females 

DlSlH i H I Tio^ a re 1 a rge r t h a n ma le s. 
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ACCIPJ I’RlDAt 



Species (ymtms 



^ 1 7 in (43 cmJ/ZO in (SO cm) 



Northern Harrier 

This species is n typical luimet, hunting by 
searching the ground in low, fast, gliding Highc. 

V shape. "I^his method enables the bird 
to surprise small or disabled birds, small 
rodents, and even large insects. The spceie.s 
occurs in open landscapes such as moors, 
marshes, steppe grassland, and sand dunes. 

• Nest a mound of small twigs, grass, and 
reeds, placed on the ground in dense cover, 

• OISTKIBUTION Breeds in much of North 
America and Eurasia. Winter.s as tar south as 
Central America, N, Africa, and S.E. Asia. 

• Remark Females larger than males. 



DJSi’nmtiTroi^ 






fhef^ife 



Maij- 

kng mngs 



Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family Ac:t:iPi i’RinAF: 


Spectea Ampiier nisus 


1 1 in (28 cni)/lS in (3K cm) 




Eurasian 

Sparrowhawk 



Jhti/ik a peik 
spot mi fhf tifipe 



Living in woodland and scrub, this is a small 
species of hawk that specialii^es in catching 
birds (often passerines) in flight. Usually flying 
at a low height, it maneuvers at high speed 
among trees and bushes, taking its victims off 
their guard and seizing them after a short, fast chase. 

• Nest a loose structure of twigs with a central 
hollow, lined with finer twigs, placed in a tree. 

• DiS'l'H JBUTION Breeds in much of Eurasia 
and N. Africa. Northern populations winter as 
far south as N. Africa, N, India, and S. China. 

• Remark Females 
larger than males. 






DfSTRIMITlON 



iotig, 

grasping 

foes 



Sexes differ 



Habitat 



M- 



Migration 



migrant 
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Family ^CX’IPH RILMK 



Species /[fapiter stri/iius 



10'/^ in (27 cm)/13'/i in (34 cm) 



Sharp-shinned Hawk 

"This small bird-hunun^ hawk has broad wings 
with narrow-tipped prim aw feathers that splay 
nut like fingers when the bird soars. Its tail 
is long and brnad. k is a woodland bird that 
hunts by maneuvering in low flight between 
trees and bushes, taking songbirds by surprise 
and capturing them in brief, sprinting 
chases. In higher and more open lligbt or on 
migration, it seems to lack power and travels 
slowly. As it passes, parties of small, fast-tlying 
birds such as Conrmon Starlings or Swallows {see 
pp. 27 i\ 375) “mt>b" the Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
flocking round it with mtx;k at tacks. 

• NKST a platform of sticks and 
twigs, lined w\th bark, smaller 
twigs, and feathers, and built in a tree 

• DlSTItlBl iTION Breeds in North America 
and Mexico. Northern and mountain populations 
winter in southern parts of this range. 

• RivMAkKS Females are larger than males 
Observaticins reveal that the sexes reduce 
competition by taking slightly different sixes 
of prey, thus sharing the available food supply. 




Plumage Sexes differ slighily 


Habitat Jll fcf 


Migration partial migrant 


Family AcciPn’mr>Ai-: 


Species Accipiter gentf/is 


^ 19 in (48cnr)/23 in (58 cm) I 



Northern Goshawk 

A large relative of the Eurasian Sparrowhawk, this 
bird lives in mature, call forest. It hunts in forests, 
at the forest edge, and in adjoining areas of open 
country, k.s main prey are birds in flight. I’he 
Goshawk cither flies W, taking a bird by surprise, 
or watches from a high perch in a tree and swoops 
on its victim. Prey includes crows, jays, pigeons, 
thrushes, grouse, pheasants, squirrels, and rabbits. 

• Nest a platform of twigs and sticks, lined with 
hark, smaller twigs, and feathers, built in a tree. 

• Distribution Breeds in North America, Eurasia, 
and N. Africa, Northern populations migrate south, 

• KIvMARK I'^emales are larger chan males. 

fffrge * 
Spats on 
breast of 
juveniif 



m poky 

priminent bro‘^ 

bromi^ rounded 
wing shape 
reveakd in 

m 




l)[STHmiT 10 \ 



Ai>Gr:r 





* typica l 
hunched 
resting 
posture 



Pluma£e differ slightly 



Habitat 



Migration niigrant 
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Faraily AccaiTI RIOAK 



Species Purabutte iimrinctus 



‘’I'""*®* Sexes alike 



Habitat 






Migration 



Family Atx:ipiTRIDAK 






Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 






Migration „,ij,rant 



Harris’ Hawk 

1 his is ^ heavily built hawk of the tropics and 
suberupiesa living in dr>' regions including semi- 
deserCa semi^arid woodland^ and scrub, [t is a fast- 
flying hiinrer that swoops from a perch to pursue 
desert rabbits, rats, snakes* lizards, and birds. ITnlike 
other hawks, this species has a strong partem of 
ctxjperafivc behavior, in which it is commem for 
three birds to hunt together and share the kill. Larger 
family panics hav^e been seen hunting in this way. 

Groups work together ro catch prey that has taken 
coven <»ne bird approaching directly to drive it <Hit, the 
others hanging back, ready to give chase. Often a nesting 
female is fed by two or more males, and in some cases she 
mates with two males. I’he whole group cares for the young 

• NE^ST a neat structure of twigs, roots, 
and Stalks, lined with leaves, 
grass, and bark, in a tree or on 
top of a rail vucca orcaccu.s. 

• DISTRIBLITION From USA 
south through Central America 
to Chile and Argentina. 

• RI^MARK Females arc 
DiSTRint TFOiSi considerably larger than males* Juvenilk 



dffsriiuf 






Red-iailiiD Hawk 

A typical open-ct}untr>' bird of prey this species 
commonly seeks our rising air currents (thermals) 
on which it circles and soars while looking ftir prey. 
Alternatively, it often perches high in a tree to watch 
lor its prey. Any animal that moves is taken, whether 
mammal, reptile, bird, or large insect. As well as 
occurring in open landscapes, the Red-tailed Hawk 
is found in mixed coumrv' with haih fields and trees, and 
in semideserr, especially where there are scattered trees. 

• Nest .a bulky platform made of sticks, w ith a cup-shaped 
hollow lined with finer twigs and stalks, sited in a tree. 

• DiSTRIBLfTION North and Central America and the 
Caribbean. Some populations migrate within this range. 

• Remarks Females larger than 
males* Color phases Uer p, !3) are 
dark, rufous, and light. Subspecies 
include Harlan's Hawk, 
fciund in 
Alaska and 
W. Canada, 



Am i.T 



mSTHIttt TtON 



w hich lacks 
the red tail. 



brmid 



powerful 
feet for 
holding 
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Common Bi z/aro 

1 his simirly built bird of prey with 
Imj^Lid. bluntly rounded wiuf^s iind ^ 
n wide tihl is seen over fields, hills. ®|j 

forest elciifin^^s, and forest edges. It 
soars for hiiurs, slow ly scurehing for 
prey, or watches fron\ a perch such as a 
tree or post hehire swooping down to An 
ta ke a n y an i m a t f ri ) m he et 1 c to ra b b i t RnH 
size. Small carrion is also taken. MM 

• [NbiST A bulky mass of twigs and 

mots, with a e up-shaped hollow, lined wH 
and sited on a tree tsr a diff ledge. 

* l^lSTKim TION breeds in niueh of H 

M 1 3 rasi a . \M n re rs as fa r so u t h a s So n t h i 

.Africa, India, and S.K. Asia. 

• UliMAkKS be males are 
larger than males, '['here are 
three color phases i/K 13): 
pale, tiark. and mfons. 



mumhf! hemi 



niimite 



Plum^ Sexes alike 


HatJital fj IL 


Migration mij^raiu 


Family AtHiim Rll JAl: 


Species liarpjfi h/irpyj^t 


>-■ 35 in ('^O em5/40 in (102 cm) 



Family ActaiTlRimi: 



Species 



20 in (.sO cm)/22 in {55 end 



Plumage 



Habitat m 



Migration \^,r(-fn i|Tranr 
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Family Aci;lPi I'RIDAK 



Species PttiieiQphfigfi jejjeryt 



M in <95 t’mV40 in ( H)2 cm) 



PniLippiNK Eagle 

One nf the largest of rlie world s lairds tjf prey, 
this rain forest caf^le has the typical shape of a 
forest-dwelling raptor. 1’he wings are large w ith 
broad, rounded rips, and the tail is long. I’his 
com hi nation provides speed and agility w^hcn the 
bird maneuvers amcmg the branches. At times 
the eagle is seen soaring over the tbrest, hut it 
hunts mainly in the trees, moving from branch 
Eo branch and pausing to watch for prey. It takes 
forest animals such as monkeys, flying lemurs, 
and large birds up to hornbill size and is ► 
sometimes known as the Monkey-eating 
Eagle. 'The Philippine Eagle utters long, 
drawn-out whistles that seeni weak for such a 
jiowerful bird. A single egg is laid, and rhe 
species probably nests only evcr\- second year. 

• Nest A bulky structure of sticks and twigs, 
lined and placed in the fork of a large branch in 
a tree rising above rhe surrounding rain forest. 

• DiSTkIBUTlON Philippine Islands. 

• HIsMARKS Females are slightly larger 

than males. This species is rare and threatened, 
chieny because of the felling of rain forests. 





DlSTllllumo^ 



for mfffietwenifg mmwg 
« hranches of farrst irws 



srnmg 

mfee! 



« hng 
mti 




n 



PJumage Stjxes alike 


Habite. ^ 


Migration N„n.migrani 


FamSiy Atxam 1 RitiAE 


Species 


*^’30 in (75 cm)/.3.5 in (90 cm) 




Golden Eagle 

Adapted for hunting in open landscapes at high altitudes, this eagle is 
a strong and skillful flier, tdeen seeming to plunge and dive in turbulent 
winds for sheer pleasure. Its typical hunting mcchotl is to Hy last and 
low, closing in on prey with a slanting dive. T"he eagle grips its prey 
w^irh i>utstretehed feet. Mammals such as hares are the main prey, hut 
grouse and many birds, as well as carrion in w inter, are also taken. T'he 
Golden Eagle is usually silent, but occasionally utters a yelping call. 

• Nest a large nest made of sticks, lined with finer 
materials, and placed on a dilT or in a tree. 

• Distribution Breeds in much of North 
America, Eurasia, N. Africa, and the Middle East. 

Populations in N., C.. and E. luirasia migrate, 
wintering as far south as the I limaiavas and China. 

Remark Females 

are larger than 
the males. 




DISTRJIU 'TK>N 




JtIVKNttI 



Sexes alike 
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Famity AcX'.IPri Kii>AK 



Species 



in (47 cm)/Zl in (5.1^ L'm) 



Lm i.K Eagle 

J 'liis is :i small, tcmipaLi eaj^ie with a short crest and fully 
feathered legs. It frequents partly wmided etamtry. soaring and 
gliding to watch for prey on the ground below, hunting from 
a perch. Approaching in low Higlit, it rakes young rabbits and 
other small mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects 

• Nest a large Clip nest made of stick.s, lined 
with green leaves arrd placed high in a tree 

• DlSTRim iTIOlN Australia, New 
Cfiiinea, and the Mohiccan 
Islands in Indonesia. 

• KliMAltKS l-emales 
are larger than males, 

There are two cohtr 
phases: light and 
dark {serp. Li). 






Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration [Sid n -migrant 


Family Acf:im RIDAK 


Species M/kosiis 


^ in (^^0 cm)/33 in (H3 cmj 



Mautial Eagi.e 

A large eagle of open country, w ith a shaggy crest and feathered legs, this bird 
watches for prey by soaring and gliding, occasionally wailing on a perch. It takes 
a wide range of animal prey, attacking in a slanting 
dive and striking w ith wings and tail spread. 

• Nl^S'l' A large basin of thick twigs, with 
a small, clip -shaped hollow, lined and 
placed in the fork of a large tree. 

• DiSTKimrnoN 
Much of Africa 
south of the ,Sahara. 

• Remark l emales 
are marginally larger 




DIS'lHilUTlON 




Juvenile 



Plumage 



Migration jsf on- migrant 
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Femtty SAfjn’l ARIIDAK 



Species Sagim/rius Sfrpfij//mus 



59 in (150 cm) 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Migration 



Fi.vriNtJ Adi it 



Secre^tary Bire:) 

This hir^e species, inhithiiini^ grassland and open spaces, is an 
unusual type of bird of prey that has adapted itself so fully to a life 
of hunting on the ground that it rarely flies. 'This has resulted in its 
unusual appearance, with a tali, slender build, long legs, small feet, 
and long neck. The long wings and rail are useful mainly ft>r keeping 
balanee when the bird is walking, running, hunting, or engaged in 
territorial fights, which always take place on the grtuind. f light is 
mainly restricted to visiting trees ct> roost and nest, 'rtie naEue of this 
species dates from pre-industrial times, when secretaries were court 

officials who carried cptill pens tEicked behind their ears. The Secretary Bird walks with a steady 
stride, nodding its head forward with each step. It catches and kills prey on the ground, using 
its bill or stampiEig with irs feet. When catching a snake, it holds out its wings to 
change its outline, which confuses the snake and prevents it from 

striking. Prey also includes insects, frogs, lizards, birds, and rodents. 
• NFST A Hat piatforETi made of sticks ami twigs, with a hollow 
the center, lined with grass, dung, and pellets of the undigested 
remains of prey, and placed on cop id' a hush or tree. 

• DlSl RMUrnoiN Africa stmth of the Sahara. 

RKMAKK This is the African 
counterpart of the Rcd-lcgged 
Scrienia, a grassland bird of 
South America (/;. 



small feef ratnio! hohi tir 
• seiz^* fifty but art- ust^t/ 
ft tf> death 



hug tad feathefs • 
finrvidf hahme 



DfSTRIB! rnoN 



sUm, athletk * 
Imdd for huutdig 
Oft the ground in 

fffien iountn 



hug sw ings rareh * 
used in flight 



strong for 
mtikiug and rn fining 
« in grassland 
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Family 



Species p/fttjttis 



‘ 2lin (53 cmV2S in (63 cm) 



Crksti^d Carac.\ra 

Feeding on carrion as well as on live-caii^kt prey, the C- rested 
( raracara is a member of the falcon family that is adapteiJ 
for walking and hunting on the ground, d'he legs are tong and 
suited to walking and running in its grassland and scrub hahitat. 

The feet, like those of a falcon, are versatile enough to grasp prey, 
hold food down, turn ijbjeets over, and scratch the ground. Might is 
direct, with steady wingbeats, unlike the soaring flight of a falcon, 
and reveals white parches on the wings ami tail. Besides eating 
carrion, the Crested Caraeara catches insects, fr<jgs, reptiles, and 
weak or injured birds. It also robs the ne,sts of birds and 
turtles. Its name is derived from its harsh, eaekling call. 

• NHST a large, untidy strueturc made of twigs and 
sticks, and placed either in a tree or on the ground. 

• DlSTRIBliTlON S. USA, and Central and South 
America to Cape I lorn and the h’alkland Islands, 

• R|:M AKK 
-'em ales larger 
than males. 




I)1STK1KITK>N 




Juvi-Nii.r: 




Plumage alike 


Habitat , , ^ 


Migration [s]on-migtanc 


Family Frt^|x:tJNM>AI-: 


Species HefpeiQthfts cachtnnam 


*-■ 18 in (46 em)/22 in (55 cm) 



LAutaiiNG Falcon 

A large and heavily built forest faletm, this bird Is recognized by its stiff 
erciwn feathers that Ibrm a bushy eresi abfwe a dark face mask. Its name 
refers to the laughing call it niters w hen disturbed, although at othe 
times its call is a single or double note repeated many times. 

A sluggish species, it spends most of the rime perched in a tree 
watching the grourid for prey. Snakes are its main food, and the 
falcon swoops dowm and pounces heavily tm its victim, biting 
it behind the head or biting the head off. 'Fhe snake is then 
carried to a perch, eirher in the feet ot the bill, to be eaten, 
d'he Laughing Falcon also cats lizards, small mammals, 
and invertebrates. It flies infrequently, with rapid wing- 
llaps alternating with level glides, and rarely soars. 

• NFST a tree hollow, ora disused bird nest. 

• DlSI'KlIUrnON Much of 
Central and ,Somh America. 

• RFMAKK he males are larger 
ihan males. 




msTkim TioN 






ktii 




* po-i^^erfui feet 
for Itfong am! 
rarningprn 



Plumage 



Habitai 



Migration jS£(jj|.,^-,jg^rant 



www.thenzbplace.com 



102 • NON-PASSK RINKS 







Famity FAI,COMir>AK 



tiilfQ sp^rvtnm 



Plumage 



Migration niigrjjnf 



Family |,Vvi/;oNIDAK 



Species iimuitifidus 



L' LVtnai cpi)/ 147. in U7 cm) 



Plumage 



Migration p.jj^jy| niif^f^nt 



K KM A I >; 



• ptik rhtrk pmfh 



Common Ki?strr:l 

A bird of open country th^t ha.s adapted to the town environment^ this species 
is often seen scaTchinf* the j^roimd in flight, hovering until it sees prey, 
and drsjpping grad u Lilly before the final pounce. Prey includes voles, 
mice, and smaller creatures such as grasshoppers or beetles. In towns 
and suburbs, sparrows are c»fteii taken. Prey is carried to a perch, 
plucked if necessary, and eaten. l"or a resting place, the bird often 
selects a perch with a wide view, d'he Oimmon Kestrel flies with 
small, rapid, d^m'mA^ard wingbeats interspersed with glides. At 
times it soars on rising air currents. It is often mobi^cd by flocks 
of Common Starlings {see p. J75) or martins {seepp. 169-210). 

• NKST a natural hollow on a ledge of a cliff or a building, 
a cavity in a tree mink, or an old nest of a larger bird. 

• OlSTRIBl ITION Kurasia and Africa. Northern and 
eastern populations winter as far stjuth 

as South Africa, India, 

China, and Japan, 

• RRMARK Pern ales 
are larger than males. 



AmERI{]AN Kestrki. 



"This small and beautifully pa itemed bird 
is one id the less powerful falcons, taking 
smaller and slower prey. It flies rapidly with 
quick dtHvnw^ard vvingbears. When perched, 
it has a habit <if w'agging its tail up and down. 
When hunting, it often hovers and drops onto 
prey, Jess cximimmiy watching from a |>ereh. in 
summer, ir feeds chiefly on large insects, while 
in winter it more often takes mice and small 
birds. It utters a repeated ‘"klee"^ or “killy” call. 

• NRST A bare hollow in a natural cavity or 
crevice. Pairs occasionally make use of nest boxes, 
(jriild nests of larger tree-nesting birds, 

• DISTRIBUTION N(>rch, Central, and 
sSouth America and Caribhean islands. 

• Remark Females are 
slightly larger 
than males. 



msTKIBt ITtON 






iJiSTKimrnoN 



Fkmai.k 



whfgs 
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Family 



Species mhtmhfintts 



^ 10'/Mn(27cm)/Uyiin(32 cm) 



Plumage dtflfcr 



Habitat 



Migration 



Plumage gg^cs ^likc 






DlSTRlBt ITION 



Family f](>jslDAli 



Species \t (ilffy Iftrigom 



hi'gs ij€ 



niSTR I Bt iTI t> N L U J H r PfI ASli 



large eye 



Klim IS* 
BREASTED 

Phase 



legs are 
langerthmi 
in mo5i 
fakans 



Merlin 

This is ;i small, fierce falcon with fast flKht ami ^ood 
lumtin^ abiliiA. h inhabits open places such as moorlamf 
marshes, {grassland, and Imv-Kin^ c'oascs. 1 he Merlin hunts 
in flight, often following an erratic course but always 
movin/i fast, and sprinting for the kill. It ilies low above the 
ground, using trees and ridges as ctiver. Birds in flight arc its Male 
most eomnion prey, but it also swoops down for animals 
such as mice. It also eatehes dragonflies in flight. 

• Nest a IkiIIow n^ade by the birds, often amtmg heather. 

Old nests of larger birds, in trees or hushes, are so me times used. 

• DlHTRIBUTlOIN Breeds aeross much of North America 
and Eurasia, Winters as far sourh as N, South 
America, N, Africa, N. India, and S. Vietnam. 

• l<h:jV1AKK Females are larger than males. 



Brown Falcon 

Although as big as the largest and fiercest falcons, including 
the Peregrine {see p. lOS), this species is a less aggressive 
hunter and seeks smaller, slower- moving prey. It also differs 
from the ty pieal falcons in having longer legs and broader 
w Ings. "I'he Brown Faleon oceupies a range of habitats hut 
favors open landscapes. When hunting, it sics and watches 
from a high v antage point for long periods, swooping to 
the ground to take small mammals, young or injured birds, 
reptiles, and insects. The call is a harsh, cackling sound, 

• Nest Okl nests of ocher large birds, such as crows, are 
used. Brown Falcons sometimes nest on termite moimds. 

• )>ISTKIBliTinN S, New Ckiinea and much of Australia, 

• RIvMARKS Females arc larger than males. Color 

— — 1 iscf IJ) include light, 

rufous-breasted, and dark 
plumage. 
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Eurasian Hobby 

One of the small I urn ting fak‘un.s, the tturasian Hohby is 
built for speed with narrow, tape ring wings and a hi ng tail. It 
is fast enough m eateli swallows (w/j, J7i}) and swifts fjp. 

moving very' rapidly in level flight with bursts cif 
fast wingbeats. Us vision is keen enough Ibr it to hunt bats 
in poor light, and it also takes large insects such as dragtm flies 
'I hese are often carried in the feet and eaten during flight. 

• NHST An old nest of a large tree-nesting bird ora st|uirrcl. 

• DLSTRIBI J'nON Breeds in niueh of hbirasia and in 
NAV. Africa. Winters as far south as South Africa, India, 

S. China, and S. Vietnam. 

• [ll{MAKK 
Kemales are larger 
than males. 



DISTHIIll ITION 



JlIVKNll.K 



oh! tad * 
fe/tthen 



Family FAiaxJNiDAI-: 



Species l^aimsiihhttUo 



- ill ^ Jhf ■ 



Plumage differ slighdy 



Habitat , p ^ 



Migration 



Family p^| 



Fiiifoimnnhus 



i.y/i m tJ+cnij/zu 






Plumage slightly 



_ tif 



Migration migraniyntimadie 



rAi'sfoi/t 

t/dg/is 



IvANNElt FaLCXIN 

A robust hunting falcon, the Lanncr(K:eurs in 
desert and savanna (tropical and subtropical 
grassland) with occasional rocky crags on which 
it perches and nests. 'I’hc species also occurs 
in open w'oodland. Lanners hunt cither by 
striking small birds in the air after a steep dive 
(stoop) or l>y .seizing ground prey, v^ hidi they 
approach in fast, low flight. I^rcy taken in flight 
includes fruit bats and w inged ccnniccs as 
well as bird.s. Ground prey includes fra net) I ins 
isefpfi. Ifl-tIZ), guineafowl (seep. !!7], and small 
bustards such as the Black Koorhaan {sffp. IM}. 

When birds are scarce, rats and large burrowing desen 
lizards are caught, Lanners arc usually silent but nesting 
pairs utter shrill, screaming and chattering calls. 

• NliS'r A hollow' on a ledge on a cliff or 
buildings or an old nest of a larger species. 

• Distribution 

S,K, Europe, .Middle East, 
and much of Africa. 

• R K M A H K l^’e nra le s a re 
larger than males. 



taperiag 



Dii^TRim rioN 



JtiVKNttJ-; 
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Pkrkgr INK Fai,x:on 

"This fierce and very fisc humer catches birds in 
ihe air by nyin^; lii^h overhead and divinti to rake 
them by surprise, in the final stiiKe of irs dive (stoop K 
it is bdiev'cd to attain speeds up to 150 mph (400 
km/h). The falcon strikes its victim in passing; with its 
feet, rettirnin^^ to eatch the falling bird and carry' it 

• NFST 'IVpieally a bare place on a njck ledge. 

• DlSTRIliLiTlON Breeds in all continents 
except Antarctica. .Some winter migration. 

• KlvMAKKS heinalcs arc larger than 
males, rhis is the main species used in 
falconry. Breast varies from pale to orange 
among the many subspecies and coliir phases 
(sffp. found witliin the wide distribution. 

C)RANt:i:- 

tmCASTKD Pi IAN r- 



Fsmity p^\ia:oMi>AH 



Sp&cies /-Vz/rfl 






Pfumage differ slightly 



Habit 



Mlgratjorii 



M igrani 



Plumage alike 



ndUF^dL 



DISTlilllt rilON 



Famlljf y.j j.^; ap< >1>I I DA K 



I^\LI>UKKASIKI> 

POHM 



IHSTHIIM TION 



ifr/d' 

foior 



varie.^ hi 



Mai.lekfowl 

This is a mound-building bird of the Australian malice (dry scrub of dwarf 
eucalyptus trees). Pairs live in territories, apparently mated for lile. 4 he male 
scratche.s twigs and leaves backwards ti> Hll a hole, and after these have been 
moistened bv rain he covers the material whth siiil to form a nest mt)und some 
\W/i ft (5 m) whde and 5 ft (1.5 in) high. Me is then constantly <x;cupied with 
tending the mmind. He opens it, mixes the contents, and closes 
it to control the heat produced by tbe rotting plant 
materiaL 'The diet includes seeds (mainly 
acaeia), buds, shoots, and some insects. 

• NliST llie female lays about 24 eggs 
each season, burying them individually 
in the mound, to be incubated by the 
warmth of the decaying materials. 

• DlSTHIlumON S. Australia. 



mak 

d'tmng 

mourn! 
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Family Mi:o,yHjDIlt>AK 



Species kthmm 






Plumage alike 



Family Cracioak 



Species Otfaiisvemk 






Plumage dilTcf slightly 



fif 



M^attop ]Njon_migrant 



hdl^ht. rhis material 
rntK and becomes 
warm, and be rests it 
with his bill, keeping 
the temperature 
etmstant by adding nr 
removing material. 

• Nl^STTbe female digs 
holes in the mound, laying an 
egg iri each one, to be 
incubated by the heat of decay* 
The downy chicks hatch, 

dig their owm way our, and 
fend for themselves. iYpimi 

• DlS^nUBl ITION raig 

N.E. and E. Australia. 



Australian Brush-Turkky 



This species resembles a lanky gamebird with a long, bare neck, 

from which folds of wrinkled skin (“rteck wattles^') hang dow n, 
h is a forest dweller, feeding on insects, fruit, and seeds. 'The 
male scratches the ground, kicking leaflitterand 
mold behind him to A»«.ri7„ 
form a nest mtjund that 
may he several times liis 



DISTKJBIITION 



jim-side^ 

tm! 



Plain Ghachalaca 

Lixiking like a slender gamebird with long neck, legs, and tail, 
this species inhabits forest, scrub, and thickets, spending niudi 
of its time aboveground. It usually occurs in small parties, walking 
along hranehes and feeding on fruit, buds, and leaves. 

'T he name is a version of the birds" harsh 
call, which is uttered in chorus, 
mostly at dusk and dawn. 

'Vhe W'hnie fkick roosts 
togerher in rhiekecs; 
and small young 
clamber and tlutter 
up to roost with their 
parents, each under a wing. 

* Nest A small platform 

made of 
twigs, 
placed in 
dense tree 
foliage at 
medium height. 

• Distribution 

S.E. Tcx.as tii Nicaragua. 



Mai.E 

shon 



DlSTRIKilTION 



- feet adapted jor 
giiJ^pfHg hisigs 



% 

IZavi: 

York 

Rack 
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Species l>ipiU pipiU 



Length 21 in (68 tm) 



Common Piping-Guan 

A forest sptrcics resembling giimebird, the (Common Piping-Guiin 
hiis a slender build, long legs, :ind strong feet, all of which arc 
adaptations for walking along tree branches. It lives mostly in the 
upper and middle levels of the forest, where it walks, jumps, and 
flics among branches. Its diet consists mainly of Iriiir, with some 
buds, leaves, and occasional small animals. Hirds usual ly occur 
in groups and often perch in open view' on a high 
branch. As the name indicates, they utter high 
p i cched , wh i stl i ng ca I Is. B ree d i n g b i rd s 
perform a display Bight from tree top to 
tree top, in which the flight feathers 
make a loud, whirring sound. 

• NliST A scanty 
twig nest, placed 
high in the canopy. 

• Distribution 

South America, in 
the Amazon and 
Orimx;t> river 
basins. 



slender * 
hemi wifh 
stmiU eves! 




DJSTRinUTION 





Plumage Sexes alike 


Habkat ^ 


Migration Non-mierant 


Family C^RAtMDAK 


Species Mdumdu 


Length 35 In (90 cm) 





heijvyhmd • 
wdh small 
aest 





RaZOR-BILLIiD Curassow 

This stoutly huilr bird is capable of moving among the 
branches of trees, hut it spends most of its time foraging on the 
forest floor. It takes to the trees if disturbed or alarmed and also 
rousts there. I he short, curved-tipped bill is extended upward 
to Form a prominent, thin ridge with flattened sides. Forming 
the “razor’* edge from which the name is derived. This 
feature seems to serve purely as a decoration. 1 "he 
species feeds mainly on fallen fruit, also taking 
buds, leaves, seeds, and occasional insects. 

• Nh'S'r A saucer-shaped nest uf leaves and 
stems, in foliage at low or medium height. 

• DlSTRimn ION Amazon basin in C. 

Brazil, K. I*cru, and N. Bolivia, The 

small population 
recorded in 
K, Brazil 
may be 
extinct. 

hrnad tml ^'ifk 
a founded end 

msTRiiun'KJN 



Plumage 



Habitat 



MlgraHon Non- migrant 
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Family pijAsi VNlDAK 



Species uroph/SfmftfS 



31 in (KC tniV^Z in (*S5i L-m) 



Plumage 



Non-mif^jrant 



Family Pn,.\stANtliAF: 



Species Oi//iprph rf//f/fM7iira 



I! in(Z8cm)/IOm(25em) 



Plumage 



dilTer 



Habitat 






Migration (grant 



ri-MAj.K 



IHSTitllUTIOM 



Sagr (jKOUSH 

Owdliii^r in extensive scrub tornied by saj^e bushes, this 
species alternates between the pkinis in winter and the 
fonthills in summer. It feeds on sa^e leaves and 
insects. In spring, gmiips of males advertise 
themselves to the females over a 
distance, spreading out their tails in a 
spiky fan. swelling tmt their necks, and 
repeatedly inflating the air sacs on 
their breasts, rhey utter deep, 
bubbling noises. Females select a 
mate and subsetpiently nest alone. 

* NliiST V hollow in the ground, 
often situated under a sage bush. 

• DlSTKimi'riON Interior of 
W. North America. 



^(/trMr ('frsf 
the mtpe 



msTKim TioN 



Film A I 



• spiky 
(ml 

[pfifheis 



California Quail 

A small gamebird of open wof>t!laiid, scrub, and farmland, the (.alifornia Quail is 
(jfren seen in Hocks. Although it can fly well it usually walks or tuns. It perelics 
and roosts < rests at night) in thick cover, on lovv branches. 

The dier consists of seeds, parts of green plants, 
anti insects, taken from the ground. 

• Nl^'ST A hollow in the ground, linetl 
with plant stems plucked from dos< 
bv, often sheltered by \ egetarkm, 

• DlS'IlUBl TIOn’w. North 
America. Introduced in other 

, mainly for 
I use in garde 1 
and parks, vv ith kK:al 
populations of 
escaped birds. 



both sexes h/tt^e 
the furwftrtl- 
fimlflhig (Test * 
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Family PhasianioaK 



Species vtrgiTiw^m 



Length iij jj^ (25 (.pi) 



North RRN Bobwhitk 

l^or most of cKe year, this small quail is fairly 
unobtrusive, but in spring it makes its prcscnee known 
with its loud "hobw'liite*' calk given from a low^ perch 
such as a scone or a tree stump. It is common in 
thicket s, in shrubby countryside, and in open 
woodland. In spring, the birds feed in pairs or 
family parties, gathering into small flocks later in 
the year. They arc seen walking or running on the 
ground, often venturing inttj open fields, if 
disturbed, they first crouch among bushes, then fly 
low from one patch of cover to another on whirring 
wings. They roost huddled together on the ground, 
facing outward so rhat all can take off and scatter if 
alarmed. They feed on seeds, shoots, leaves, and ror>ts, 
with some insects and other small invertebrates. 



NPST a shallow holjow' in the ground, 
lined wirh dead vegetation, often in a 
relatively open site, such as a meadow; 

• DiSTRIlUmON 
From K. USA to Mexico. 

Introduced in ocher countries, 
with relatively small local 
populations of escaped birds. 





whift-fkrM 



Humage 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family PnA.SIANlD.\E 


Species cyffgjjyx 


8Kin (22 tm) 



Montkzuma Quail 

Characterized by a bolder head pattern 
than those of other quails, this is a bird 
of wtK)d lands in drier mountain areas. It is 
found in canyons where oaks arc interpersed 
with grass and on hillsides w'itli scattered 
conifers. Very much a ground dw'dler, it 
tends to crouch and hide among grasses 
when alarmed. Both male and female look 
big-headed because of the way in which 
the crest curv'es back to enlarge the nape. 
'The male’s sandy -etilored crest may conceal 
the vivid black-and-wdiite pattern on the face 
when he crouches, fhe birds nest In pairs 
in the late summer and gather in small flocks 
after breeding. 7’hcy feed on seeds and some 
insects and also scratch tip the 
ground for tubers and bulbs. 

• Nest A hollow in 
the ground, lined with 
grass, and situated in grass. 

• DlSrUlHUTION 
From S.W, USA to S. Mexico. P'KMAia-: 




Sexes difFer 



Habitat ^ ^ I Mieration Non-misfant 
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FamHy PkasI ANIDAE 



Species rhukar 



Ptumage 



Migration 



Famity pH^vSiANIIlAi: 



FmncoihitiS francoUnas 



Piumage differ 



Migration js[on- migrant 



Bi.ack Frangolin 

Nnticeiible for rhe male’s rich 
mixture of black, brown, chestnut, 
and white, this bird can also be 
detected by the harsh, far-carry ing 
call note of both sexes, d'hc Bbck 
Fmncolin is a type of partridge that 
occurs both in lowlands and at 
altittides of up to S,25() ft (1,60U m) 
in the mountains. It is popular with 
hunters am! shooters as a gamebird. 

Its diet consists of the seeds, shoots, 
and buds of plants, 

supplemented with insects, spotted 

wtjrms, and other tn \ ertcbraces. 

• NEST A ImlU™’ in the strrakedmn^ 

ground, lined with grass, 
beneath a bush. 

• DlSTRILRiTION S, Eurasia, 
from Cyprus and Turkey east to 
Pakistan and Nf. India. 

• Remark its past range 
extended west as far as Spain. Femalk 






Chukar 



Camouflaged by soil colors, this shy partridge inhabits barren 
mountainsides, grassy shapes, and arid valleys, I’hc name is derived 
frtjm its call. In winter, Chukars form coveys (social groups) of 
five t(^ 40 birds, feeding on seeds, shoots, and inseers. 

• Nest A shallow hollow' scraped with the 
feet and shaped by body pressure, 
lined with grass, in an open 
situation among grass. 

• DlSlRIHUTION 
I’nmi S. Europe to 
Cluna. Introduced 
in W, North 
.America and 
else\vhere. 



fhestmit ear 

Pare, sffiHef 
ptitfh mound 
the eye 



htark 

'^uefkktre 



,ll VFNJ1>: 



IMSTkNUTiON 



fhestmit 



DISTRtlUTlON 



finely 

hurred 

buck 
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F^lly Pi I. , vs I, \N I DAK 



Species i-'famQlitius ijfer 



Ung]th 



hart P 
skin 
immnd 
ihr i^e 



Rkd-neckkd 
Francolin 

IdentilTcd by its retl Wicc and 
throat, this piirtriclKC lives in hot, 
dr\^ countries. 'I hrcju^hout its 
wide range, it is a bird of the 
lowlands, living in scrub and open 
woodland, at the forest edge, and in 
wooded gorges. Red -necked I* rancolins 
live either in pairs or in family parties and 
will sometimes allow^ franeolins af other 
species to teed ahmgside them in their 
territories, 'I’hcir diet consists mainly of 
seeds, sluiois. leaves, and berries, hut they also 
scratch the ground for roots and bulbs and take 
insects and other invertebrates, I’hey do not readily 
fly. preferring o rescape danger by running. 

• Nil! ST A lu)llow' formed by bcjdy pres sure, lined 
with grass and rtuus, and 
siirriHinded by chick vegetation, 

• DlSTRIHU riON Africa 
from Gahtm and Kenya south to 
the coastal strip of South Africa. 





« sfrmgfm 
hr nmiihig 
find saWihhtg 



Plumage jijije 


Habitat tf 


Mtgiaiion 


Family I^hasIANUJAE 


Species 


Length izVi m (.IZ urn) 



(iUAY PARTRlDCat 

I his is one of the eomnionest gamebirds 
within its range: its populations are arriftcially 
maintained for the benefit of hunters and 
shooters. Gray Partritiges usually live in pairs 
in spring, forming coveys (social groups) of 
U|i to 20 birds in autumn, 'I'he birds feed on 
the ground in farmland, taking seeds, insects, 
and grains. When alarmed, they eremch in the 
gra.ss, passing fur a dod of earth or a piece of 
dry^ turh If a hard is approached directly, it 
bursts out of hiding in a rapid escape flight, 
low tner the ground at llrst, making a sharply 
a liti i li I e vv h ist I i r^g st j u n d with its w i ngs. 

* Nrst 

A small hollow, 
oftco lined with dead 
plant materials, in an (^pen 




DisTkmi TIO^ 





sjcuacion m grass. 

• DlSTRim/TlON From 
Kurope to \V‘. China. 
Introduced in . . 

North America. 



Plumaae slightly 



Migration ^'^jn-nugrant 
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Family P}i,\siAMUAK 



Species Q^farifix tyimmix 



Length 7 tlHcm) 



smakffi 

fiidij! 

ptittrm 



Common Quail 

"This species Is tme of the smiilkr 
/Til me birds of rhe worki its distinctiv-e 
Ciill, consist <jf three lif|Liid n<Jtes. 
cun be heard both day and iiighu It 
hides in drv' grassland and among 
growing crops. If threatened, it prefers to 
escape danger hy rnnning rather than Hying 
but wit! reluctantly make short, VfWg/wj.r 
low flights. On its long-distance atnmiflag^e 
m i grato ry jo Li r n eys, h o vve ver, i t pamrn * 
slimvs its ahility to fly strongly. 

'Hie (k>mmon Quail feeds tm the ground, its diet 
consisting mainly of seeds, bvids, shoots, and leaves. 

• fSil^ST A shallow hollow in the ground, scraped with 
the feet and shaped hy bcidy pressure, lined with dried 
grass and situated in cbick cover. 

• DlSTIillUTION Breeds from 
Kiimpe to east G. Siberia and 

Mongolia, and in Iran, 
N. India, Africa, and 
Madagascar Eurasian 
birds winter as far south 

msTRllil TKJN (X I as G. Africa and India, 






Plumage differ 


Habitat „ ^ 


MIgraUon 


Family Pi jAStANirsAF 


Species Ynt^pan tffiwmitkli 


length in (63 cm) 



Tlmminck’s Tkagopan 

A biril of evergreen or miked forest i 
m 01 m ta i n s, ' Te ni m i nc k s ' I rago pan 
occurs at altitudes of up to 1 5, IKK) 
ft (4,h(X) tn) ami is normally 
solitaiyv Like other birds living 
in unpopulated regions, it is 
tame in human company. Its 
diet consists of plant matter, 
such as buds, she jots, and 
seeds, supplemented with 
insects. "Phis specks is 
renvarkabk for the male’s 
colored throat wattle, 
which IS inflated in display, 
expanding to cover his breast. 

• Nest a platform made of 
twigs, gathered from the 
immediate siirrounding,s, and 
placed In a bush or low- tree. 

• DiSTRimiTION-ribet, 

Q China, N.K. India, Burma, 
and N. Vktiiiani. 




Plumage 



Habitat 9tt A 



Migratkni [sj on -migrant 
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Family PhasIANIDAK 



Species t^phophoms tmpsjanus 



Impeyan Monal 

"Phe ma^icaL iridescent colors of this species 
seem poorly suited to its ungainly shape. It is 
a short-tailed pheasant with stout legs and a 
large, eaglelike hill. At a distance, the male's 
velvet- black breast is the most conspicuous feature. 

This is a mountain species, living in open forest and 
among stands of rhododendron at altitudes of some 
8.000^16,000 ft (2,500-5,000 m). Singly or in small 
groups of three or four, the birds root around, often 
in snow-covered soil. They feed on grass and 
flower seeds, tubers, bulbs, berries, and insects, 

• N|£ST a shallow hollow scraped by the feet and 
formed by body pressure, under an overhanging rock 
or a fallen tree trunk, generally on a steep hillside, and 
often bidden among the grass, 

• Distribution Himalayas vehHbkfk 

in Afghanistan, N, Pakistan, midenMe 

N. India, and S. 'Hber. 

•RBMARKThe 
male's crest is always 
erecT, while the 
I female's tends 

J ^ more to lie flat, Ehmali-: 




Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migretlon Mon-migrant 


Family PhasianIDAE 


Species Gallas^itlus 


22 in (55 cm)/17 in (43 cm] 



Red Junglefowl 

Small, shy groups of this species live at the edge of rain forest and secondary 
growth (regrown after forest clearance), scratching for invertebrates and 
plant material. They can be detected by the crowing of the males, 

• NKST a hollow formed by body pressure, lined with dry' grass and 
bamboo leaves, and bidden in dense undergrowth. 

• Distribution From the E Himalayas through S. China 

to the Malay Peninsula, Indonesia, and 
the Philippines. 

Femaui 




DJSTkIBlITKJX 



Pfumafie differ 




fiietlf 

rhseiy 
resembies i/s 
domes/kated 
the 

fann cocketel 



HaDitst 



>*■ 



Migralion 

-migrant 
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America iind in small 
areas in Australia and 
' New Zealand. 



Famf^ PhASIANIDAK 



Species rMrrus 



Sexes difl’cr 



Habitat 



Migratiorv isjon .migrant 



Family Pn ASIAN I DAE 



Spectes po/ypkr/r/}fi himkamtum 



30 in (75 cm 1/22 in (SS cm) 



Plum^e differ slightly 






Gray Peacock-Pheasant 

I his large gamebird has ‘*eyc spots" (ocelli) on the wings and tail, the male^s being violet and 
the female's black-and-white. Ashy species, it txrcurs in hiirnid^ forested lowlands and moumains 
at up TO 5*900 ft (KKUO m). It feeds by scratching the ground for plain marter and insects. 

• Nest A shallow hollow in a piece of hare ground, formed by body pressure* lined 
with dead leaves, and hidden in dense vegetation. 

• DiSTRlHl ITION E. India, Burma* Thailand, 
Laos, Vietnam* S.W. China. 



“eye 

m 



Common Pheasant 

Although large and colorfuk this is a secretive bird, creeping 
softly through shrubby copses, farmland, and marshes. In pairs 
during the breeding season and otherwise in small Hocks* Ihrds 
feed on weed seeds, grain, berries, earthworms* and insects. 

• Nest a hoi low formed by the birds* lined with grass, and 
situated underneath or within dense* low vegetation. 
DISTRIBITION Europe, and in areas through 

Asia CO China. Introduced in North 









DI*STRIBt!TlDN 



mfiif has a 
hng^ stripid 
tail 



Ul^MAliK Colors ant 
markings vary' with the many 
subspecies occurring across the 

distribution, rhese include the 
Ring-necked Pheasant, which 
has been widely introduced 
for sport in Nt^rth America, 



Eemai.e 



m {hspkty, the male 
spreads out his^ tail and 
tu form a large fan 



• large feet Jar 
srratehingthe 
ground | | 



DISTUIIU TION 
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-amity PhASIANIUAK 


Species ffistatus 


S4 in (213 cm)/34 in (S.'i cm) 




Plumage 



vhki 
sf}0fs m 



imiti Jmf/iff's 
rmmi iff a 
hfilf-fhrh* 



Common Puafowl 

As wild bird, the l*caftjw l (commonly know n as tlic Peacock) 

lives in deciduous tmpical forests and feeds in open places stich as dearinj^s 
or cultivated tlelds. Its diet consists of seeds, fruit, and other pum of plants, 
as well as small animals ran|rin;T from insects to mice. 'I'he males Ion jr and 
colorful train is not the bird’s tall but an ornament, composed of some 150 
large featheTs growing from his lower back. The real tail is short and tlnll- 
eolored, hidden underneath the train. The female lacks a train, as does the 
male in winter, both sexes, and even the tiny young, possess little, fan- 
shaped crests on the crown of the head. In display, the male raises up his 
train in a symmetrical fan by lifting his tail. At the same time, he hnvers 
and shakes his ehestnut-eolored wings, w hich he reveals when strutting 
and turning in frtmt of the female. He also utters a loud, far-carrying call. 

A displaying male will soon attract, and then guard, a small Hock of 
females. 'The flock remains with him fs>ra 
few tlays, during which lime he mates wirli 
each uf them. Kach female then departs to 
nest alone, without the help of the male, 
both sexes are agile enough to fly np into the 
higher branches of trees to rot>sr. 

• NHST a shallow holhnv made by the birds, 
bare or lined with sticks, leaves, and grass, 
and often concealed in thorny undergrowth. 

• DISTRIBUTION Indian 
s u bcont i nent, i ncl u d i ng 
Sri Lanka. 



DIM HIIU TION 



PitMAl. 
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FamfcCy pn,i\siANllJAE: 



Species 



’ 73 in (IKS cm V 



in ni uu ».Mif 



GmiAT Akcjus 
PHI iASANT 

A srtliriiiA -living pheasant of tropic; 
rain forests, this species feeds cm 
leaves, nuts, shocjts, seeds, and 
invertebrates. Its courtship display 
of the most spectacular of all birds, 
trampling clear a chcisen area <jf 
the forest Hour, the male begins to 
utter loiuL ringing calls. 1 le raises 
bis tail and spreads bis wings to form 
a vast fan, glittering with the many 
‘Y-ye spots" on the vastly enlarged 
secondary' llight feathers. Mtisc 
females thus courted will nest 
unaided after mating, w bile the ma 
displays to other females in turn. 

• Nb:ST A hollow formed by tiody 
pressure on the rain Ibrest lloor, 
lined with leaves and situated 
under overhanging foliage. 

• DiSTlUllUTlON Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, and borneo. 




Plumage (jifYet 


Habitat 


Migration lyffiri-j^i^rant 


family ]»n,vsi.\Nit>.\F: 


Species Arfy//hfffi vitJ/Nrifintfi 


Length 24 in(bOem) 



Off 

ami hemi 



V 1 1 1 ;r 1 1 R 1 N li Gu I N e a fowl 

This bird can be recognized by its bare head 
and neck, resembling those of a vultiirc. 'I’he 
small nilT of feathers oxi the nape, and the 
tapering, blue feathers of the breast, are also 
identiUcaticm features. It prefers the denser scrub and 
thickets of frirest edge, which provide open space lor it 
at ground level, while sheltering it from aerial 
predators. \Mien alarmed, it prefers to run, although it 
can fly w ell and roctsts in trees. When not breeding, 
birds move around in small parties that feed and roost 
together, maintaining contact by short, harsh calls, 
l.arger grcHips are seen at w^aterholes. I he birds breed in 
scattered pairs. 'The diet consists of seeds, shoots, leaves, 
tubers, bulbs, and fallen fruit, together with insects, snails, 
and other small invertebrates, birds scratch the ground with 
their long, strong legs to II nd food items beneath the soil. 

• NKHT a hollow made by the birds, thinly linei! w ith 
plant Stems, hidden in low vegetation. 

• DTSTiniUlTION MK. Africa in 
Somalia, Kthiopia, and Kenya. 

•RKM.ARK Phis Is the largest 
species tif guineafow l. 





Pkumage 



Habitat ^ A ,ir a , Migration ^f,n -migrant 
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Brown Mksith 

I'hk rare bird lives in trrjpical min tbresi, w here it feeds on the ^mnnd, takini' 
seeds, fRiit, and small inscct.s. .Superficially, it looks like a lar^^ish passerine with 
a small, mtinded head and 

a pointed bill. 'I'hc bodv round hmrJh 

is rather hcavv ' rritr used for mt 

and ends in a 
surprisini^ly 
liroad taih d he 
win^s arc short and 
roimded, and the bird is 
virtually digbtless. On the 
other hand, this species has 
strtin^, a^^ile Icj^s. and it 
walks and runs easily on its 
lightly huik feet, The Brown 
Mesitc builds its nest in u tree, in 
a position that can Isc reached by 
walking up and down a shaping 
trunk ora€ros,s branches. 

• NBST A thin, concave platrorni 
niiade twigs* sparsely lined with 
grass or leaves* and placed in a tree. 

• DiS rniBU TK>N K. Madagascar, uiSTKUvtiTioN 



tye for 
w " ' 



stm/il, 

rmimf 



hmad 

ml! 



of a gnmnd 
Ikiiuv hud 



itmh 

hmiiffet 



Mh:srii(>kNriiiii)AK 



Species AUsdorffis fffdro/or 



Length J2 in (30 cm) 



P'“^^^Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Migration >Joii-niigmnt 



Pium^ .Sexes dilTcr slightly 



Family ^ 



Species Turafxsvkv/dfo 



Length 5 ^13 



Smau. Buiton-Ouail 



A soft, hooming call may he the only indication td' the presence f>f 
thb small and secretive species. A ground-dwelling bird of open 
wtuidiand, scrub* and grassland* it rcsemhles 

a ipiiil i n bL-hu vior and Aide im 

shape but has a more 
slender hill, h’cmales 
arc a little larger 
and more brightly 
colored than males; 
they take the dominant role 
in breeding* calling* and 
establishing ternt(jries. Males 
incubate the eggs and care for 
the downy young. 

• NKST a shallow hollovv lined 
w ith fine grasses* situated in grass, 

(jJrass stems and leaves are pulled over 
the nest to hide it. 

* DlSTKIlUrnOiN Hxtreme 
S, Spain* parts of Africa* and From 
l^akistan and India to S.K. Asia, 
including the E^hilippines. 



nis'iHtiuTifix 



fuittmi for 
(fimoufingt 



• istron^ 
fret ifukitig 
fi hhid toe 
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Xliis sniiill, f^round-dwellin^ bird dr\, open grassland has 
a compact body, strong legs and feet, staring eyes, and a 
slender bill In all these respects, it is similar to the Small 
Biitton-Quail. I lowever. It prefers more open habitats, 
mov ing cautiously and only t>ccasionally standing on' 
tiptoe to peer over the grass. It may be paitenm! 
seen in fluttering, dipping llight, nerk * 

or perching on a fence post or mound. 

The diet eonsisrs of seeds and insects. 

The feniate is more brightly colored than hmwn 
the male and is the dominant partner. She hremt 
may mate with several males, u hich act pmeh 
as the main carers for the ej^s and young. 

* NHST a shallow hollow in the ground, lined with 
grass, and situated alongside a tussock or small shrub, 

■ * Distribution interior of 

S.E. Australia. 



Family Pt^DioNOMUMK 



Species turqualm 



Lengin ( 17 cm) 



Plumage Sexes difTer 






Migration 



Family GRUIDAH 






Piyrn^® Sexes alike 



Migration xiigrani 



Sandhill Crane 

This small crane is mostly gray, 
apart from its red crown and white cheek. 
Some individuals arc stained reddish with 
iron salts that are present in the water and 
are transferred to the plumage when the 
bird preens itself with a wet bill A bird of 
open, marshy landscapes and grassland, the 
Sandhill Crane breeds in scattered pairs, but 
gathers in large and often noisy ilocks for 
migradon. It feeds on seeds including grain, 
and fjn buds, shoots, leaves, and small 
animals from insects to mice, 

• Nest a heap of plant 
marenal large if on 
a wet site, with a 
eentral hollow, 

• Distribution 

Breeds in N.E. .Siberia and 
much of N. Nruth America, 
also Jdonda. Winters in 
Neath America, as far 
so u c h as M exict i, I — I- 



dare, m/ 
/kisphy 

pdtth 



DlSTft Hl TtON 



dffider 
bitUdoJ 
£t small 



rraar 



appiv 

feiidming 



• drooping 
feathers 
fr&m fhf 
lofsrerhark 
(can Ite 
raised in 
display} 



if il 
grassland 
bird 



Plains Wanderer 



IMSTJmUTUiN 






Frmale 
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df^Miphtg, 

phtmes, raked aho^r the 



jAPANBSli CrANH 

Of ill! the worJd s erxnc species, this rare and beautiful bird is 
the tallest, it oceurs in grassland In wide valleys with swampy areas, 
where its height is a natural advantage, giving a dear view' of danger 
from a safe distanec. 'I’he Japanese Crane walks with a deli he rate, 
striding gait, pausing n<m' and then to pick up f<jod items, w hich 
may he relatively small. Mice, frogs, and large insects, seeds, huds, 
and leave.s, form its diet. Kliglu is strong, with neck and legs 
extended, and with deliberate wingbeats, interspersed w ith gliding, 
i' locks usually fly in chevrons (‘*V shapes”) or slanting lines. 
Migration to and from the winter feeding grounds 
tends t<i ftjllow traditional routes. Pairs mate for 
life, and the bond between them appears to be 
strengthened hy mutual displays. 

Displaying birds stand side 
by side with raised heads, 
uttering loud, trumpet- 
like calls. I’hcy then 
begin to perform a 
wild dance, very 
d life rent from 
their usual, 
placid behavior. 

Dancing birds 
wave their 
heads up and 
down, raise and 
flap their wungs, 
and make elumsy- 
looking leaps into the 
air. d'hey sometimes pick 
up sticks or [HjM up tufts of 
grass and throw these into the air Although 
each nesting pair nornially has two eggs, one 
chick usually dies at an early age, 'I'he survivor 
is fjften seen walking behind the parents, v^'hieh 
feed i t with small insects, olTered <ine at a time. 

The young bird migrates with its parents and 
stays with them until the following sea,son. 

• NIiST a large mound of plant stalks and grasse.s. 
gathered at the nest site and piled together tm the 
ground, with a hollow in the top 

• Distribution breeds in 

japan, E. LSiberia, and 
N. t^hina. Winters in 
Korea, N.K, f Th 
and ,S. Japan. 



* hear/ 
mked ht 

niiitufi! 

trumpeting 

p4}Stnre 



pmfiy 
mked 
p fim (h 
hnh 



IMST UT O.N 



hng. 

ilemh 



VI N > 



Fan>'ly Or(i:i)ak 



species /fiptiiimsis 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Migration 
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Fsmitv (JkhiijaK 






Lengm 44 iti {1 12 on) 




Common CuA.Nii 

1” or chc most purt a plain-looklnf^ crane of f^rasskmU 
and marshes* this bird's presci'icc is )^,iven iiNcay l>y 
its brif;bt head eedr^r and far-carry ing^ calls. The 
calls are tised as parr of the pairinfi display and are 
also mccred in flight* I'he diet consists tjf insects, 
fro^^s, mice, seeds* and other parts of ^^reen plants* 

In winter, cranes visit drier habitats, sueh as farmland. 

• Nl^ST ntoLind of reeds, grass* and ijcher 
vegccacion, with a shallow hollow on top, often 
in a marsh and located near, ur in, shallow water 

• DlS'rRIIll n'lON Breeds acrtJSS Knrasia. Winters 
in S. Kuraski, N AV. and N.K, Africa, India, and China. 

• Rl^MABK Becatise it needs large, mulisturhed areas of 
marshland, bogs, and grassland for breeding* the Common 
Crane has lost ground during the present century as a rcsiik 

of the spread of 
human settlement 

'^bere this type of 
"lY habitat remains* 

}J also spreading 

into birch scrub 
,li \ or wotjdiatuL 



a fkt ornt 'tvr 
pHffh of hm'i\ 
fr^d'ht 




I^ISTRim TIO.N 



* phifilrs 

droop from 
ift^rrhmk 
U'fiti fir 
mhrd ht 
dhplm) 







Ptumsge ^nt.^ 


Habitat ^ 


Migration vn^^int 


Family GhoIUAK 


Species regfiloatm 


Length 41 (|p 5 an) 



G E^A^ Crow n li o-C4t an li 



r^p 'tky rtr^it 



The large, white wing patches on the gray plumage of this 
species are nitticeablc in tlight and iii display. This crane 
inhabits marshland, where it feeds on animals such as 
large insects, frogs, and toads* and on grain and 
other plant materials. It is seen in heavy flight* 
with neck and legs drooping slightly, or 
rcKjsiing in trees. Mated birds displa’ 
to one amjther with a leaping dance ^ 
and loud, iwo-n(Jtc calls* 

• NhiST A large, Battened 
mound of reeds* rushes, 
am.1 grass, screened by 
vegetation, in a marsh. 

• DlSTKHil’TlON 
h rom Uganda and 
Kenya cc3 South Africa, 

• KKMAKK a closely 
related species, the 
Black ( imwneti-Crane, 
is found along the 
southern edge cjf the 
Sahara ami in .Sudan. 





red ■ 
thmal 
%riitde 



Dts ritim rioN 



■ /wwg 
plumes on 
the imk iftid 
hmst 




JUVKMI 



Plumage 



Habitat 



M^atlon ]sjim-migram 
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Species g/mrmfffa 



Family AraMIOAR 

Limpkin 

Xhe most nociceiibJe characteristic of this marshland bird is the long, slender 
shape of its bill, neck, legs, iind rrjes. The wings, however, are short and 
nmmied in shape. Normally a wading bird of tropical and snhtropical wtHjded 
s^^anlps, it can swim well. It rests by day and becf>mes active at dusk and 
during the night, when it utters loud calls that can sound like ducking, 
wailing, or screaming, d’he diet consists mainly 
of large water .snails; the Idmpkin's 
vertically flattened hill is adapted for 
extracting these from their shells. 

Limpkins also feed on other 
niolkisks and sw amp 
creature.s, frtjm worms to 
crayfish and reptiles. 

* Nit ST A large 
s mi cm re of sticks 
and rushes, built 
un the ground or, 
in wet areas, in 
trees at low <^r 
medium height, 

• DlSTRIKUTION 
hroni T-'lorida and the 
Caribbean to Argentina. 



Length 2:5 in (fi5 cml 




Plumage Sexes alike 


HaWWl 4SS ^ 


Migration [M„j,.n,igram 


Family j>soi'HMD,\E 


Species vindh 


Lei^gth 20 in (50 cm) 



Dak K-wiNGfvD Tr umprtkr 

1 his bird gets its name from its loud, 
trumpeting threat call, tittered with outspread 
wings. In friendlier situations, it utters low; 
booming notes. It is chiefly a ground dweller and is 
normally seen walking, with a hnmp-haeked posture. 

With its long, strong legs, it can also run fast. The 
wings are nuinded and weak looking, and flight appears 
laborious. In .spite of this, the birds always roost fairly high 
in trees. 1'hey feed on the ground and arc normally seen in small 
social groups. 1 he diet consists mainly of fallen fruit, nuts, and 
insects, 'I rum peters rely on other tree-dwelling animals, such as parrots 
and monkeys, to knock these down while feeding, arid will also take 
berries and some insects. Little is known of their breeding behavior 

• NKST A loose structure made 
of sticks and leaves and placed 
high in a tree, in a large tree 
IujIc, in an open cavity, 
or on a bare branch. 

• DlSTKimn ION 
Middle and lower 
Amazon basin in 

DJSTK[BiTiON C. Brazil. 



hififimi 
imtk 






a;w//7V;j^ 



.Sexes alike 



Stt 



Migration 
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Family Raluiw^ 



Species nquatints 



Lepgjh jj ^ in (^8 cm) 



Water Rail 

An extremely shy l>ird <if swumps ^irul fens, this species ^ives its presence Liwivy 
with Imitl, sq II euling calls. Once in the safety nf its preferred stimmndinp;s, in or 
under ^;rowinp; vegetation, it ceases to he timid, hut it is uneasy tin open ground 
Only at night, or in the evening, will it venture out into the cjpen in search of 
food, rhe long, probing bill picks up at|Liatic 
insects, snails, frogs, and other small 
creatures; it can also he used like a 
pickax to break the skulls of 
s ma 1 1 b i rds o r mice . Wa ter 
Rails run rapidly, with 
their heads lo\vered, 
and can swim well. 

• NHST A cup-shaped nest of grass at the 
base of a tussock of reeds, sedges, or grass. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Breeds in Kurasia, N. Africa, 

Middle Hast. Some birds migrate 
smith to Middle East and S.K. Asia 




Jtivi-NtiJ’ 

ttnderkni 




DiSTicmi 'TJON 




Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration p3„j^| niigrant 


Family Rai.UQAK 


Species phUippensh 


Length j2 in (30 (^ni) 



Buff-banded Rail 

Camouflaged against leaves and 
imdergrotvth by its speckled, banded plumage, 
this is a common waterside bird. It always oecurs 
in places w here plant cover borders on open 
water, whether the sea, a freshwater 
lake, a marsh, or a pool in wet 
grassland. I’his is always a wary' 
bird, although it becomes less timid 
during its active periuds at dusk 
and by night. By day it tends to stay 
w ithin thick vegetation. If forced to 
move. It flies off awkwardly w ith 
dangling legs. Some populations fly long distances on 
migration; others remain in one place all year. In general 
the diet consists of insects and other invertebrates, 
small mollusks, seeds, and other parts of plants. 

• Nest a hollow lined with grass and leaves, 
concealed in dense vegetation, often some 
distance from the waterside* 

• DlS'l'KIBUTlON Philippines, 

Sulawesi, New Ciuinea, .Australia, New' 

Zealand, and the W. Pacific Islands. 



Plumage alike 
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Ralui>ak 



Zl ill cm) 



Plumage Kexcs alike 



Hatjjtat ^ 



Migration ^ 



oii-migraric 



Family R,.^[ I 



specres Sfirw/trara 



f'un’^.Si.-xus differ 



A= Jit 



Migralton 



migrant 



Gmkstnut-i [|h:ai)i:d Fluff ian. 

A difficult bird to see because of its habit 
skulking; deep in dense vc/^etacion. diis 
rail is usually idcmificd by its 
distinctive calls. Its nocturnal 
lite-style makes it still harder 
tu tihserve. 'Hie Chestnut 
headed I'lulTtall lives in Krassy 
forest dearin^Ts and in grassy 

s. situated in the African 

i Umpical It 

feeds no insects, indtidin|^ ants, 
a ltd other invertebrates, as well : 
seeds. Its name is derived frtmi the 
finely structured feathers nf its tail, 
which have a ciirioiislv loose, srift texture. 

• [NKSTCnknown, 

• DlSTKIIU fTK)N Separate areas in tropical 
Africa, from the Kfpjator ttt N. /dm hah we. 

• li ii M A a K ' This is one of nine species of fl ii ffta if 
all of which live in Africa, rhey can be 
identified by their loud calls and sharp 
whistles, which differ in each species. 



Fkm. 



ON 



k^ifhtrhit 



IHSTKIHI TKJN 



mt a/ffM' 



SfV 

fkimih 



Whka 

1 his sumt, strong bird is lliglitlcss and lives in Krasshmd. svmli. or forest 

etlKCs, wherever undergrow th or thickets are plentifiiL It is not timid, 
and is usually seen \valkin|[^ about in a deliberate manner, 
nicking its tail If the need arises, it can run fast, and it is 
a competent swimmer, d’he Weka feeds on the 
Kmond, taking a varied diet, including 
earthworms, rats, small birds, birds" eggs, 
seeds, and grass shoots. 

• NI^ST A sliallow cup 
of .sedges and grasses, 
bidden among herbage 
<ir fallen branches. 

• DTSTIUBI iTION New /ealand, 

• RFMARK 1’he Weka is one of a number 
of island-dwelling rail species that have 

become Hightless. 
lake most of them, 
it also became 
larger. 
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Purple Gallinule 

At first sight, this bird resembles the ComnK>n 
Moorhen, but it is mtire brightly colored and has a 
more slender build, with kmger neck and legs, in 
adults, the legs are bright yellow and the hard "shield’' 
over the bill is bright blue. I'he Purple Gallinule occurs 
on lakes, pools, waterways, and wet marshes, w here 
vegetation is tall and abundant, in regions where the 
climate is warm. It wades and walks easily over floating 
plants and water lilies with its long-coed feet. Although it will 
venture onto open ground to feed, it does not stray far from cover. 

It walks with an upward jerking tail and on shorter flights the legs dangle 
Hjrds often climb up reeds, rice plants, bushes, and trees. In order to feed 
The diet con.slsts of invertebrates, frogs, waterplants, seeds, and berries. 

• Nest a bulky cup nest made of fresh or dead stems and leaves of 

rushes and cattails, built in marshland and situated 
in plants in or near w ater, or In 
bushes above water level. 

• DlSTIUHirriONS.E. 

I 'SA, Central .America, 

West Indies, and 
South America to 

DJ.S'rm H { ,! i r v e n ! i.e N , A rge n t i n a. 



Rai.ijime 



Species Qalliauhl Monpus 



13 in (33 cm) 



Plumsge Sexes alike- 



Habitat i 



Migration Partial ir.igrani 



Family Rai.uDAF. 



Species m^inhika 



Length ,3 



P'U"'«® Sexes alike 



Migration 



• mig 
fQfS 



Common Moorhen 



A cautious, sharp-voiced bird of the w aterside, this species has 
managed to exploit most stretches of fresh water, however small, 
and Is common and sometimes tame on village and tow n ponds. 

It walks on land and sw ims with nodding head, feeding on insects 
and small water creatures, watenveeds, seeds, and berries. 

• NKST a neat, bow l-shaped nest made of reeds and stems, 
concealed in growing plants at or above water level. 

• Distribution Parts of North and South America, Africa, 
Europe, Asia 
as far south as 
Java, and the 
W'. Pacific-. 



hfirfi *' 
mi fon^kmd 



V 

JliVRNlI.K 



DISTRIBI TION 
fHHihtS 



• mi! k 
offen 



• ^'hire 

flank 

ssnpv 
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Raujdak 



Species manttiit 



Length 25 in (63 cm) 



Takaur 

A heavy, flip;lukss bird with a capacitjus bill 
bind siiniL le^s, the Takiihe feeds on [iisstxk 
g.r;iss. li consumes the seeds and ihc flesliy bases of 
the seems. lb ear the stem bases, it h(dds down a tuft 
of grass with one toot and shears through it w ith its 
hill, removing the inedible upper stalks, d'he 
Takahe’s small popularion lives in a fe^v high- 
akitude valleys in mountains. In cold weather, the 
birds retreat iiuo beech forests on lower slopes. 

• NKST a holltnv in rhe ground, lined with grass 
and lebives, and hidden between grass tussocks. 

• DlS THlBliTlON New Zealand on South Island. 

• UHMARK 1 his species evolved after becoming 
isolated in New' Zealand, where predatr>rs were absent 
It became flightless and, no longer needing to 

be tight, grew large and heavy. Man brought in 
predators such as cats, and grazing competitors 
such as deen I’he Tiikbihe was thought to be 
extinct until a relict papulation was discovered 
in 194H. Cons etv atit mists 
are m ing to save this by 

breeding birds in captivity ^ 

and releasing them in safer areas. — ^ I — J 




Piumeige 


Habitat ^ yf 


Migiailon on-migrant 


Family |^,\ej.U 3 AK 


Species f ifUffj arntrirmui 


Length 15,/^ in (39 cm) 



Amerk:an Coot 



This is a bird of larger areas of 
open water. It is seen on lakes, large 
rivers, and flrtoded swamps; winter 
fl<jcks sometimes settle on sheltered salt 
Whiter areas such as estuaries. Cnots 
feed on huds, leaves, and stems of water 
plants, as well as on seeds, insects, 
and other small creatures.They feed by 
foraging on the ground at the waterside 
or by diving in open water, taking 
waterweed from the bottom, I'hey cannot 
take off easily and need to run aUmg the 
surface to get airborne. Breeding pairs defend 
territories itggressively, both birds fighting intruders. 

• Nest a bulky cup nest made of dead leaves and 
Stems, placed among vegecaciun in or beside the 
v^'ater, or on low or submerged branches. 

• DlSTRIBl TION Breeds in North 
and Central America, in the Caribbean 
region, and in the Andes of Colombia. 

North American populations 
winter as far south as Colombia. 




Plumage alike 



Migration migrant 
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FamKy Hemohni I IIIIMK 






^ 2*1 in (5K Lm)^20 in (SO cm) 



African Finfoot 

W ith its streamlineLl IxjJy, the Al’riciin TintWc is able to swim weli either 
fully on the siirfaec or with its body submerged and the neck and head 
nut uf the wiicec rhe feet, with their wide, fleshy lubes, make very 
effective *"paddles/’ d'he bill is slender and streamlined. 

'This secretive bird lives where trees and 
bushes overhim^ a river or lake. It spends 
as much of its time on land 
as on the water, feeding 
cm insects ami small 
ai|uaik' life. 

• N|^:sT a lar^e, fiat 
nest of ^jrass and 
stems, placed in 
dense ve^ictatiun 
at the waterside or on a 
partly snhmerged branch. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Africa south of the Sahara. 

• RKMAKK I hc female 
is more brightly colored 
than the male and is themght to play 
the dominant role in breeding, while 
males IcKik after the nest aitd young. 




mS'lRIlUTK 




Sexes differ 


Habitat I,.,.,.,! 


Migration jNjyj^.niigrant 


Famny K||vsr(x:HK'nnMC 


Speci&s Juhim 


Length 22 in {55 cm) 



Kach 

I he stpiat bcidy shape, strong legs, and 
poweifiil hill of the Kagu are adaptations to 
a ground-dwelling life. It inhabits fore.sied 
moimrainsides with undergrowth and 
small streams. 'I'he Kagu is virtually 
tlighcless but can glide down hill slopes. 

It normally walks, tapping the grtnind to 
detect the earthworms and other small 
erca cures cm which it feeds. In display, 
it ereecs its shaggy^ crest Into a tall, 
vertical fan and sometimes spreads its 
wings, showing the black, chestnut, 
and white barring on the flight 
feathers. It feeds in lcH)se flocks, but 
breeding birds live in pairs* Kagus 
utter noisy, rattling calls, and pairs 
maintain contact with melodious 
notes, heard especially before daw'n, 

• NliST A loose structure of sticks 
and leaves, placed on the ground. 

• DlSTRim rnoN New 
Caledonia in the SAV, (*acific. 




Plumage Sexes alike 






mgranon 
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Family Kytivi^vcit>AF: 



Specses f urypygaheiiss 



Sun BITTERN 

Living alongside shady Foresi streams, the Simbittern k a slender bird with a 
seduce, deliberate walk. Single birds or pairs forage along the water's edge 
for tnseccs. spiders, crustaeeans, and small fish. Simbit terns hunt 
silently with tiked bodies, ready to seize prey with a quick jab of the 
bill. When disturbed, they fly up into 
the trees. In llighc, they reveal a 
large, dark “eye spot'' 
on each 
wing. 




• Nest a rounded heap of 
muss, other plant material, and mud, with a 
nest holhjw on ct>p, lined with leaves, and built 
on a horizontal tree branch. 

• DiSTKlBl TION Krnrn C Mexico south 
through Central America to the Amazon basin, 

• R KM ARK d'he eye spots are an important 
feature in display behavior, in which the bird 
holds out its opened wings and fans its tail. 







IMSTRimTlON 



Plumage 


Hawtat ggg. ^ 


Migration [sjon -migrant 


Famity CaRLAMIDAK 


Species eristata 


Lengtfi 28 in (70 em) 



//krf ijg 




R r: D-LEGCiED Seri em a 

I his slender, long-legged bird occurs in tropical and 
subtropical grassland. It hunts smalt animals such as insects, 
frogs, mice, rats, and snakes, as well as eating leaves and other 
parts of plants. With its long, powerful legs, it is a fast runner 
and rarely flies, preferring to escape danger on foot. It is 
usually seen walking around with nptilted bill, the feather 
mft <jn its forehead giving it a superdlious appearanee. 

The Red-legged .Seriema utters yelping calls. 

• NfiS r A well made, eompact eup nest 
made of sticks and twigs, placed either 
in a tree or on the top of a bush. 

• DlSTRUHiTlON K. South 
America from firazil and 
liolivia to Argentina. 

• RKMARK In its 
appearance and 
behavior, this is 

the S(>uth American equivalent 
of the Secretary Bird r>f Africa 
{seep. 100)^ Both are ground - 
dwelling birds that live in 
grassland, hunting small animals. 




msntiBiTiON 



• lk//e-useef 
of ground dweller 



* long 
legs wUh 
wide 
stride far 
hunting 
mi foot 



oV- 



Plumage alike 



Migration ^on-migrant 
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Family Q] njjijAK 



Species Qtismrdii 



39in(lOO cmKmn(HOtrn) 



Great Bustard 

The; long neck and legs of the Great Rustard 
give it an unohstnictcd view in its open 
grassland habitat. Here it moves with a slow, 
deliberate walk, flying infrequently. In spring 
the males display to the females in a group, 
on a specially reserved display ground 
Females then nest and raise the young 
unaided* 'l*he diet consists of plants, 
insects, and other small animals. 

• NFST a hollow in the ground, often 
hidden in crops or high grass* 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in parts of 
Spain, Morocco, E. Europe, and C. and 
E* Asia. Winters in the south of this range* 



wing iwkted * 
hi display 




ntSl’ttKH rriON 




Femau-: 





P'“">«ee Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration Non-miRtant 


Family OnmpAE 


Species Eup&dotis nftn 


Length Zl in (5.3 cm) 





Black Bustard 

'I his is a sturdily built bird of 

grassland and other open landscapes, 
l^oth sexes have camouflaged upper- 
parts to prevent detection by predators 
overhead. Males have a black neck and 
underside, which are conspicuous to 
other birds at ground level, 

Black Bustards live in pairs, anJ-whiie 
each pair holding its own undenide % — 
territory. The male utters a 
harsh, repetitive **crackcr” call, either from a 
raised perch or in a display Oighc. Displaying 
males rise in Happing flight, then drop slowly w'ith 
fluttering wings and dangling legs. *rhe birds feed on the 
ground, pairs sometimes w^alking together w ith sedate 
steps and heads held high. They feed mainly on 
growing plants, also taking insects. 

• Nest a slight hoIh>w in the 
ground scraped by body pressure, 
amr)ng tufts of grass. 

nT 



• Distribution Parts of 

southern Africa. 




Female 



PJgmage Sexes differ 



HatHtat 



Migration sj.jn.rnigram 
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Fgfnili^ jAC:ANIt>AK 



Spectes Hydrapkitsimtus chirurgm 



Lengih 22 hi (55 cm) 



Pheasant-tailed Jacana 

This bird lives i>n lakes and swamps, its chief 
adaptations beiiiK lon^ legs. toes, and daws. These 
enable it to spread its weight, so that it can walk on 
the floating leaves of waccrplants. It feeds on 
invertebrates. fn>gs, and fish. A female may mate 
with lip to ten males, each of these incubating a 
clutch and raising his 
own brood. 



sex^s /mve hfig ti^ds 
dunng ihe htwdmg season 

• NKST a thin layer of dried 
waterweeds and other plants, 
placed im floating leaves. 

• DlSTlt I BUTTON Indian 
subcontinent and from C. China 
through S.E. Asia as far as Java 
and the Philippines. 

• KliiMAkK Ecmalesare 
slightly larger than males, with 
similar but brighter colors. 



Winter 






hng t&es 
and 
• ektm 



DISTRI Birr ION 



Plumage g^^es differ slightly 


Habitat 


M^graitofi Partial migrant 


Fanriity JaiiaNIDAK 


Species spinosa 


Length 9-2^ (24 cm) 



Northern Jacana 

Cong legs, toes, and daws enable this bird 
to walk on floating w^atcrplants. It can 
swim, hut does so rduciantly, and will 
occasionally fly, usually slowly wuch dangling legs. 

In more sustained flight, the legs are extended 
backward, w ith the long toes projecting. 

Both sexes display to one another by 
raising their wings to reveal vivid 
yellow patches underneath. They also 
hold the wings up after landing, 'rhe female 
is bigger than the male and, w^hen breeding, 
holds a large territory that encompasses up 
to four male territories. Each male has 
his own nest, in which he incubates a Juvenile 

dutch of her eggs 
and rears and feeds the young. 

• Nest a loose layer of dried water- 

j weeds, on floating leaves. 

• Distribution 

N (Central America and 

the larger islands of 
DiSTRiiumoN the Caribbean. 



snfh fkshy tsattk 



long toes 
and 
da^s • 



Plumage a|j|^^ 



Migration ^un-migrant 
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Paintkd Snipe 

A bird of shallow sw amps, die 
Painted Snipe hides imioni^ low 
vegetanon or reeds during the 
day. where it is inconspiemms 
despite its patccnied [iliimage. 

Birds are active from dusk imtil 
dawn, probing the mud with their 
biils. They feed on earthworms, 
erustaeeans, iiiseets, and some plant 
seeds. Karly in the breeding season, the 
female performs a display Bight over her 
territory w ith soft, hooting calU. She 
may pair with several iriales, and each of 
these will incubate a clutch of eggs and 

also rear the young. 



mSTRIBUTIOiN 



t feimdehas 
a darken 
sfrotmr 



feeding 



Imfifni 



hug. 

fading 

legs 



Mali 



PivMAL 



• NKSTApikMjf 
plant materials amid 
marsh vegetation. 

• Distribution 

Scattered areas in Afriea, 

Asia, and N. and K. Australia. 

• llBMARK Females are larger 
and more colorfiil than the males 



Crab Plover 

Occurring on sandy seashores or tidal flats, 
this species feeds like a plover, running 
and making sudden jabs to catch prey 
on the ground. It eats crabs, cracking 
their shells wuth its powerful 
bill. CJrab Plovers arc seen 
in low, slow night. They 
often feed in groups and 
rtMist in large lltjeks on the sht^re. 

• Nest a burrow in sand, 6 ft 
( 1 .5 m) or more in length. Nests are 
packed closely together in cohmies, 
located on sandy islands or dunes. 

• Distribution Coastline of Indian Ocean, 
Red Sea, and Persian 
CJulf. Some birds winter 
as far south as Madagascar 
and Malay Peninsula. 

• Remark Of all the 

shorebirds (220 species), 
this is the only one that 
msTRiBimoN nests in a burrow. 



Famiiy Rosfl RAl tUUDAK 



Species i/engfalemis 



1 !i in (25 cm}/ 1 1 in (28 cm) 



Plumage 



Family □komaDII>AR 



Species ^irdmiii 



Plumagp 






Migration 



/aag Jigy 
exfeifd 



JliVENfLE 
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Family j ] ak\|,viofoi>idai- 



Species of^tmlegus 



Length 17 jo^43Lm) 




El I R AS I A N O Y si’li KC ATC H lUl 



msTK^u^n^^^ 



is %}ertkalh 
fUmened. Hkf 
a kmfe hhdf 



wing stripe 
rwenkd in 



JnVKNlLR 



mh! 



Bold, hlack-imd-white plllmaK<-^ a bri^hr omn^e bill, and a piping 
''kleep” call make this a well known bifd of shores and nuidllats. In 
flight it reveals a large, white wing stripe and white rump. Wimer 
flocks feed on open shores or estuaries. 'The bladelike bill 
tip is Liscfnl for smashing open shellfish and detaching 
limpets from rocks. I'he diet consists of shellfish^ 
worms, and small fish, in display, males run 
side by side with 
lowered bills, trilling 
noisily, and also 
perform a ilight with 
slowly flapping wings. 

• N ST A hollow sera [led by 
boctv pressure, in shingle, sand, or grass. 

• DlSTIUIUrnoN breeds 

in N, Hu rope, C. Asia, and 
N.K. Asia. Winters to the south, 
as far as Africa, India, and S. fdiina. 



Plumage alike 


Habitat 


Migration nigrum 


Family Rp.m 'HVIROS'I Ri IMF 


Species /nexirnnns 


Length 




Black-neckkd Stilt 

This distinctive shorebird has an elegant 
appearance with its very long legs, upright 
stance, and neatly proportioned bill. It is 
adapted for wading through the water, vi here it picks 
items of food from the surface or catches them by swinging 
its bill from side to side, 'fhe bill is also used to probe the 
mud in search of food, 'riie diet consists mainly of aquatic 
insects, together with other small invertebrates. In flight, 
the Black-ncckcd .Stilt reveals its long, capering wings, 
which are black both above and hckiw. rhis bird is usually 
secji in groups and sometimes joins mixed’Species flocks of 
shorebirds. Needing shallow water, w hich may be either fresh or 
salt, it occurs around water margins and in marshes. 1 labiiats of this 
type dry up rapidly and arc often only temporarily suitable iVir nesting 
so birds sometimes travel about nomad ically, seeking new' sites. 

• NKS'I' a htillow scraped with the feet and shaped hy body pressure 
on an tipen, dry site or in low' vegetatitm, lined with a few stems; or a 
suhstaiitial cup nest of stems and leaves, on a tussock, where it can 
be huih up rapidly if the water level rises. 

* DlS'rklBliTION Breeds from the Canadian 
border through parts of the CSA as far south as 
S. Bra/.il. Ntuthern birds migrate south within this range. 



* bififk 
extends 
up the 
neck 



D STR BLTIOX 



• mpenng 
ir/im 



Plumage 






Migration Migrant/rifiinadic 



HatHtat 
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Family KIOAK Species figatrvirffSim iwosmt 

Pied Avocet 

A shorebird, known for irs slender, upcurved 

bill, this species is also unusual for having webbed feet. It 
is found in estuaries, coastal lagcH)iis, and saltwater lakes, 
feeding mainly in shallow water, preferably salt or 
brackish (partly salt and partly fresh water), ks 
most characieriscic method of feeding is to 
scant! in the water and swang 
its head and neck from ^ 
side io side, sweeping its 
hill to and fro in the water, 
in search of small aquatic ^ 
animals. Pied Avoeets can 
also target their prey and seize I r w'ithout 
sweeping and sometimes feed by swimming 
and up-ending like ducks. Nesting colonics 
are located on open ground beside water. 

* NKST a hollow in the ground, bare or with 
a lining of stems, grass, or pebbles, 
collected from with in reach, 

• Distribution Breeds in 

Purasia from British Isles east 
to Par Past. Winters as fat south 
as Africa, Pakistan, and China. 




Plumage Scxcs alike 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family BURHINIDAE 


Species fiurhinm 


Length 15 jp ^40 



Stone Curlew 

Phis unusual shorebird is always found in an 
open landscape, w^hether a tract of 
semidesert, a stony heath in the 
subtropics, or a stretch 
of arable farmland. 

It lies hiding on ^ 
the ground 
by day and, 

if alarmed, runs rather than flies. It can fly 
strongly, and at night it may travel some distance to 
feed, "[’he Stone Curlew is active at dusk and after dark, 
hunting insects and other invertebrates. Individuals 
meet by night for noisy calling and display. The wailing, 
whistling, curlew I ike calls can he heard from far ofl!’ 

• NiiST A hollo w' scraped wirh 
the feet and shaped by body pressure; 
either bare or lined with small stones. 

• Distribution 

Breeds in W. Europe 
and C. Asia, Winters as 
far south as Africa, India. 

DiSTiumiTioN and parts of S.E. Asia. 



Sexes alike 



stm/M lihmagf for 
Ciimoufiage % 
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BurHINIDAK 



Species £s£icus irmgmr&srris 



Lengyi22 in (55 cm) 




Beach 
Thick-knee 

' This heav ily hiiik Jihurebiul 
tvccurs nn flLit, sandy beaches, 
especially where manj^rove swamps 
lie dose irilanddt is also found on 
coral reefs. By day it is sluggish and 
inactive, resting in shade or standing 
in the waves. It feeds at dusk and by 
night, taking crabs and ocher creatures 
of the shoreline with its powerful bill, 
llsually seen stalking slowly along the heaeh, 
it is reluctant to By, and prefers to rim for safety 
if alarmed. When it does fly the large, pak gray wings 
w'irh white wing bars are an identification feature. 

• NbiST A hollow scraped by body pressure, located 
on a beach, often next to driftwood or tidal debris. 

• DlSTRIBUriON 
Coastlines of much of 
S.R, Asia and Australasia, 
from the Malay Peninsula 
through Indonesia and the 
Philippines to Australia and New^ Caledonia 



Sexes alike 
Family Glarkoliime 



Habitat 



Migration >4(]|,_ndgraiu 



Species /Yjytw/iwJ ai^ptius 




Egyptian Plover 

A bold, black ^lialter"' band eontrasting with areas of white, 
gray, and ehesniut brown characterise this bird. Ir is 
adapted to lik on hot sandbanks along large 
rivers in the m>pics. 1 lere it feeds 
on insects, catching them on the 
ground as it runs, or reaching 
up to snatch at flying 
ones. On the wing, it 
moves with rapid, 
low^ flight. It 
usually 
occurs in 

pairs or small parties, fhe calls are 
short, harsh, high pitched notes. Nesting 
birds liur\' their eggs in the sand to prevent 
them from overheating and moisten them 
with w ater, fetched by w etting their belly 
feathers in the river. 

• Nest A hoi low 

in a sand bank. 

• Distribution 

Jh>pical Africa. 1- 1 

Plumage .y^^es alike 
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JUVENt[ 



mrJt beily 
pulteni 



Australian Pratincole 

A lung-winged shorebird resembling a swallow, this 
Species feeds both in the airiiiid on the ground. In the 
air, it flies with sritT, strimg wingbeats, patrolling for 
insects in flight. On rhe ground it runs across open 
Spaces to feed, tilting to snatch insects from the 
surface, or darting up at flying ones. It chooses hare, 
open habitats, including beaches or lake shores, hut 
sometimes occurs as far as I 'A miles (2 km) from water. 
• Nest a hollow scraped with the feet and shaped by 
body pressure, sometimes ringed with tiny stones. 
Distribution Breeds in Australia. Winters 
in N. Australia, New Guinea, Sulawesi, S.E. 

Borneo, and islands from Timor to java. 



iong 

wings 



Temminck’s Courser 

A slenderly built bird with long legs. Tern mi rick's Cnurscr 

inhabits di^; open country. Here it travels in rapid sprints or 
stands upright and on the alert, showing a chestnut-and-black 
pattern on the belly' In flight, it can be recognized by its 
quick, jerky wingbeats. Phis species favors habitats with 
plenty of bare ground, across which it can run easily It b 
normally found in short grassland and scrub and has a 
preference for areas tJiat have been /?nrned in bush and grass 
fires. Temmi nek’s Coursers feed by catching insects and 
other invertebrates on the ground with their thin, curbed 
hills, sometimes also caking seeds. Breeding in scattered pairs 
on open stretches of ground, they feed the nestlings in the first 
few days, *l*he young then begin to learn to End their food, though 
pa re nis ofte n co n ti n u e pa rt i a I ly feed i ng th e m u n ti I th ey f| y. 

* Nest Simply bare ground or, in places where sand or soil is soft, 
a shallow hollovv scraped with the feet and shaped by body pres.su re 

* Distribution Open areas of Africa south of the Sahara. 

* REiMARK a number of shorebirds, including all coursers, 
p ra ti ncol es, th ick-kn ee s, oy s te rcatch e rs, 

w'oodeocks, and snipes, feed their young for 
the first few days, Mo.st other shorebirds do 
not feed their young - ne.schngs run and 
feed themselves w'ithin hours of hatching. 



stnpes 

fnming 

the 

nape 



DJSTKIIU TIUN 
skndet 



hng.fast- 
ntmiing legs 



alike 



Mlefatioa 



Gi,ARE0I.1DAE 



Species Cursorias lemmim'tn 



Le'®'’8in (20 cm) 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Migration ]sfoft-itijgrant 



Family GlaRKOUIME 



Species haheHu 



Length (23 cm) 



DIS'l Kim ITIOM 



www.thenzbplace.com 



NON I^ASSKR INKS • 137 



Family Qi aKKOLIDAK 



Species ntitdmmmi 



length 



Black-winged Pratincole 

This species is a lA'piciii prauncok, a shore-dwelling bird tbai has become 
adapted to feeding in tbe air like a swallow, taKhing insects. It has large eyes, a 
broad-based bill, long, narrow wings, and a forked tail. Kt|iiipped with fairly long 
legs, this bird svill also chase insects on rhe ground, d’he black underwings 
become visible in tlight, which is distinctively agile and rapiti. The species 
is highly sociable, feeding in flocks, and is particularly active at dusk 
and dawn. In the breeding season, it flocks <in the margins tif 
steppe lakes and marshes with short vegetation or 
bare mud. It rests, and 
nests, on the ground, 
where its eoloration makes it 
inconspicuous on mud or soil^ 

* NiiST A shallow, bare 

depression, in sparse vegetation or on bare ground. 

* DISTRIBUTION Breeds in C. Asia. Winters in 
Africa south of the Sahara, 




mSTRlHlTJON 




Winter PLi^MAtiE 



Pium^e Sexes alike 


Habitat , . 


Migration 


Family CharaijRiii>ae 


Species Y^^^gllus vanelim 


Length j2 (30 



female's • 
throat ami 
fare are 
whiter thiin 
the maie\ in 



Northern Lapwing 

A eonspicuous bird of farmland and 
grazing marshes, the Lapvving is 
most nocsceable in spring, when 
the male performs a tumbling 
display flight over the 
nest territory, uttering 
wild “peewit’' calls, I'he 
species prefers to feed in 
short, grazed grass and 
hunts by sight, making 
short runs and sudden, 
forward-tilting pecks at the ground. 'The 
diet consists of earthworms, insecLs, and 
01 h e r s nta 1 1 in ve rte b rate s, Af te r nest i ng t h e 
birds begin forming into flocks, 'fhese migrate to 
moister, milder wintering areas, m<>st often in tbe west. 

* NPST a hollow, scraped with the feet and shaped 
by body pressure, on open ground or in grass, lined 
with plant stems and grass from within reach. 

• DlSTRIliUTION Breeds across I-Airasia. 

W inters as far south as N. Africa and 
N.W. India bur mainly in Kiiropc. 




Plumage 






Migration 
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Family CHAR.\nRm>AK 



Specfes artimtm 



Ler^gth ^2 in (.10 cm) 



Blacksmith Pi.oveu 

A conspicutnis but wary bird, the 
Bkcksmirti F*lovcr^^cis its n:tnio from its 
lou d . d I n k i a la rm note . I ’ h i s i s ks trsast 

frctpicntly heard call* although it is usually 
silent unless disturhed. It lives in open 
landscapes with moist, shiirt j^rass or sparse 
bushes, close to lakes or larj^c rivers. Most 
of the time birds arc seen singly or in pairs, 
although they sometimes form flocks, 
particulafly when not breeding. In flight, 
conspicuous fcattires are broad w ings, a 
flapping wingbeat, white underwings, and 
a white tail with a bhiek tip. 'This assertive 
species has a sharp spur on the front angle 
of the wing, w hich is used w hen 
fighting. *I"he diet consists of insects, 
worms, and mollusks. 

• Nl^,ST A hollow scraped with the feet 
and shaped by body pressure in open soil, 
sparsely lined w ith small pebbles, diy 
fragments of dung, or plant stents, 

• DISTRIBUTION Open eoiimr> 

a rea s i ii Africa so ti t h o f the E tj uator. ,1 1 r v BN t u ; 




SL-xtts alike 


Habitat ^ ^ ^ 


Migration rsiyn-nugrant 


Family Cll.\RAnillD\B 


Species Ph^kiihfjimthucft 


Length |q ^25 cm) 



American Golden Plover 

1 he combination of a gold -spangled back, a black 
underside, and a black face surrounded by a white 
btirder make this a spectacular plover. The back is 
eamoullaged against tundra vegetation tor safety 
from birds of prey, hut the hlaek imdcrsidc is 
visible to other birds at ground level, 
espeeially in the display llight. This 
species breeds on drier areas of the 
Arctic miidra and w inters on 
coasts, marshes, and 
sometimes grassland. 

It feeds in the typical 
n>anncr tif a pkw er, 
running rapidly and 
snatching prey from the ground, taking worms, 
insects, and other invertebrates. A long-distance 
migrant, it Hies strongly on tapering wings. 

• NHST a thinly lined hollow in the ground, in 
an ex pose tl site with a witle view for safety. 

• DlS'l'R I B t niC >N Breeds in 
N. North America. Winters in 
S. Brazil, N. Argentina, Ikuguay. 




Sexes alike 






Mig-ation Migrant 
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Black-rklubd Plover 

A blai:k-iind-whitc plovLT of the bare tundra, this spceics has the taperiiif^ 
svinj^s and strong flight of a long-distance migrant, f u winter, it is mainly 
ash-gray and can be identified by the black "'armpits” on Its white 
underside and by its "thcc-oo-wce'" call. During winter, it 
feeds fjn mudflats whenever the 
tide is our. h ceding birds walk 
slowly forward, probing the 
mud For worms, small 
shdifisb, crustaceans, 
and other invertebrates. 

• NKSTA shallow hollow in the 
ground, sparsely lined with moss and 
fragments of lichen, on a raised, dry site. 

• DlSTRIlil -TION Breeds in tundra regions of 

N. North America 
and N. Kurasia, 



moffkdgmy 

fVTCfapw • 



nisrimu iioN 



bkfk 

display 



Winters on coasts 
in most of the 



WlNTKR 



world 



Famfct¥ Cn.\RAr>RmJAl-: 



Species squiiUittik 



Lefigth j I jn (28 em) 



Plumage alike 






Migration 



Family CllARADKIIDAK 



Species nmriuelliiS 



Length 3/, (22 cm) 



Plumage 3gxes differ slightly 



Hafitai 



Migration ^(ig^^nc 



Eurasian Dotterel 

"1 his species of plover breeds tm 
high mountains, where the 
summer is short. The female is 
slightly larger than the male, and 
her breeding plumage has stronger 
cokir.s. ,She takes the dominaiit role 
in breeding and displays to attract 
a mate. After the eggs are laid, the male 
helps incubate them and tend the young. 
Sometimes the female maces with several 
males, who each incubate their own elute ti 
of eggs and care for the young. This species 
is Li n accustomed to disturbance and is often 
tame and trusting. After breeding, the birds 
gather into small flocks and migrate. Dotterel 
eat insects, spiders, and other invertebrates. 

• NivST A hollow in the ground, scraped 
witii the feet and shaped by body 
pressure, sittiated in the open. 

• DlS'nUBDTION Breeds 
in N. Eurasia. \\ inters in the 
M ed i te r ra ne a n region . 



fi/ak in mredtng 
pinmay^e (ffw/ik 



Is tmt'e viVid) 



min, 

whim 

plfilS! 

bund 



) STR UT OJV 



WliNTKR 



hhfkkh belly paffh 
of breeding plutmige 
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Family CMAKADRIHMK 



Species Chirniirim hmfkuh 




Rinced Plover 

With its black-and-whitt: markings, this hirtl is 

camoutla^^cd a hackj^rcuimJ of pebbles. Jn 

flight it shows a white wing stripe. It (>cturs on coasts, 

mud Hats, and beaches, 
and sometimes beside 
inland waters. The diet consists 
of small insects and invertebrates. 

• Nfi:ST A shallow holhm^ in sand 
or pebbles, situated on a beach. 

• Distribution Breeds on 

Arciie coasts from N.E. Canada 
DtSTRlBirnoN to E. Siberia, Winters in Africa, 




Sexes alike 



Habitat 






Migration 



Family CHAR.\DfiIlnAK 



Species vodferus 




Killdeer 

Like the Northern Lapwing in Europe, this large 
plover occurs on farmland, although with its tapering 
w ings and white wing stripe it is more like the Ringed 
Plover It feeds in grassland, marshes, and river esiiiarics 
and is often seen near htiuses. A rtoisy species, it niters 

shrill "kilbdce’^ calls. The diet consists 
of insects, worms, and other Invertebrates. 
• NES'I' a shallow hollow^ in the ground, 
aP sometimes lined with a few^ pebbles. Birds 

^ occasionaliv nest on flat roofs. 

N • Distribution Breeds in North, 

Central, South America, Northern 

ruSTRlBMTKJN birds migrate souch. 





’’’'■'"age Sexes alike 


Hobitot ^ S-- ^ 4-_ 


Migration 


CUARADRIirJAK 


Species fr^ntaik 


Length ^ in (20 cm) 





Wrybill 

1 he sideways-curving bill of this bird is used for 
reaching under, pebbles when feeding in stony 
riverbeds, Fhe Wr\ bill eats aquatic insects 
and invertebrates, and 
possibly Hsh eggs as 
well. It nests on shingle 
banks by riv^ers, and winters 
in Hocks on inlets by the coast, 

• Nest a shallow' hollow formed 
by the birds, among pebbles. 

• Distribution New Zealand, 

• REM,ARK d'he only bird in the 
world w ith a bill that curves sidewavs 



jorked eye 
* stripes 




Sexes ulikc 






Migration 
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Family Scoi.oPA{]i 



Species haerftmfffti 



Length | ^y, (39 cm) 



Plumage difTcr slightly 



Migration Migrant 



Family St:t)UJPAt:lUAK 



Species imimHa 



Length 24 jpi (50 cm) 



Plumage 



i ss 



Migration Migrant 



Hudsonian Godwit 

Long legs and a long, slightly iipcurvcd 
hill equip this large shorehird to 
walk and teed in tali grass 
as well as mud. It also 
wades beliy-deep in water, submerging its 
head and neek to feed. Prey includes insects, 
wtirms. and tichef invertebrates. T his species 
nests on marshland near open water and on 
estuaries. In spring, the males perform a display 
flight, showing the undersides of their wings. 
'These arc white, with the forward half 
black. In winter, the body plumage 
becomes duller, hut the wings and tail 
keep their hlaek-and-w hice pattern. 

• NESTAshalkwv 
depression, lined 
with moss or lea\ es. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
breeds in Alaska and 
Arctic Canada. 

Winters in 
S.K. South 

DisTRi B I iTiON Ame ri ca . 



iff mfh/g 



spoHed paUetn 
In summer 



fheshHii 

beih 



WINTKR 



skmkr toes of a 
bird 






Common Curi.rw 



'i'll is large, streaky-brow n shorehird 
has a dignified stride and a Itmg, 
dow^n-cun'ed bill. Although it lacks 
vivid markings, its *'€Ourlee” call and 
graceful, bubbling song draw attention to 
rhe species. Curlews are also notice a hie 
when performing their territorial display 
nights. 'The breeding habitat is upland moorland, 
grassland, and peat br>g. Here the birds feed on 
insects and other invertebrates, taken from the 
ground with the long bill. ,Small berries are also 
eaten. Having hved in pairs during the spring, curlews 
form flocks w hen they migrate to the coast. 'They spend 
the wvinter on seashores and estuaries, W'here they probe 
deeply inttj mud or sand for w<jrms, tiny crabs, and mollusks 

• Ni^ST A shallow hnllovv, lined vvirh nearby plant material, 
usuallv located in grass or heather. 

• DisTKiKirnoN 

Breeds in N. Kiira.sia. 

Winters uit coasts in 
much of Ku rope, 

Africa, and Asia. 



nerk in 

akrt 

pmntre 



heavy hudd 
for a shorehird 



darker 

plumage 

of summer 



DiSTRIBlT^lON 
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Fam[^ Sf^OLOPACIDAK 



Spiles toMnm 



Length | ^ in (2H cm) 



Common Rfoshank 

Standi fig erect mt itii lung legs, 
with head held high, this alert 
shorebird ((tiiekly notices any intruder in its 
SLtrrtm ridings. It utters piping alarm calls, which 
often alert all the other birds In the area. Apart 
from its red legs and btlh it is ineonspieiious on 
the gmund with its brown plumage. In flight, 
the white rump and hind edges of the wings help 
klentify the species. In spring it lives in meaduws, 
wet grasslands, and marshes. Here it rai.ses its young, 
feeding on insects and other invertebrates, which it 
rakes from vegetation, the ground surface, or from the 
marsh. It feeds with a nervous, jerky manner, in winter the 
Common Redshank is found on esttiaries and mudflats, 
where it feeds on tiny shdJfish. crustaceans, and other small 
creatures. 'I'hese it either picks from the mud surface or 
finds by probing with its lung, pointed bill. 

• Np:ST a IkiIIuw scraped whth the feet and shaped by 
body pressure, lined, and hidden in tall grass and plants. 

• DlSTRIHUTION Breeds in Iceland and across 
Rurasia from the British Isles to K. Asia. 

Winters on coastlines of much of Eurasia. 

A fri ca , India, an d S. E . Asia . 



daifkr 
* hiiUii 



iMSTRimrrjo.N 



edge r}f wing 
reueakd in 
fnght 











Sexes alike 


Habitat , . 


MigraUen 


Family .Scx)I.OPAt;iIMK 


Species innga mtimiokuefi 


14 in (35 cm) 





GltEAl’KR YrI.LOWLKGS 

1 ypitally seen wading in shallow water, tliis aetive shorebird can be recognized by its piping 
calk, in spri ng it lives in swamps and the edges of coniferous forests, and its plumage is hlack^ 
and-whice above and heavily spotted below, fhe Greater Ydlowlegs winters on 
Jake shores and coa,sta| mod Hats, molting Into a grayer and paler plumage. It 
feeds by probing shallow w^ater and mud for invertebrates. 

• Nest a shallow hollow' in moss or dry' pear, with 
a scanty lining of plant materials, built in an 
(jpen site, usually near water 

• Distribution 

Breed.s in North 
America. Winters 
from S. USA to 
S. Simth America. 
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Family SCiOLOPACIOAF 



Species mterpris^s: 



Length 91/. in (24 cm) 



Plumage difl'er slif(luly 



Migration 



Family SC(.iLOP,V :il>AK 



Sijedes p^^f/awpjfs iafmfus 



Plumage slightly 



Mlgtabcn Migrant 



Family St’OLOPACinAK 



Species ranutm 



Length jQi/ ^27 cm) 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Migration 



RtIDOY Turnstonk 

A Kcauc and busily active shureblrtL the Ruddy TurnsLonc thrusts its hill 
under sron.es or Tronds of seaweed, tlippinj* them over tt> ^;;et at the small 
animals hidden underneath. In white patterns on the win^s and back 

help identify this species. 

• Nh'S'r A shallow Imilow 
in the Kr<jund. 

• DISTRIHUTIOIN 
Breeds in the high 
Arctic. Winters 
on coasts 
throughout 

I >1 STK mi T[( >N rh e worl d. 



WlNTIiR 



Red-nbckbd Phalarope 

"This dainty shorebird is a long-dlstiincc migrant. It feeds on 
atjuatic life in tundra pools in .spring and on sea [dankton in winter. 

• NiiST A hollow lined with grass, hidden in grass. 

• DlSTRlHUl'IO.N Breeds in the high Arcric. Winrers mid ocean. WiNTl 

pok. straw- 
foiorefl 
stfip^s t 



DI.STKIBI ! TK>>J 



femtik 
is more brightly 
vohred ilmn mtik 



Red Knot 

I n Slimmer, when few people see this bird, its plumage is 
a blend of chesmuc, black, and white. In winter, it is pale 
gray, and flixks are seen {>n mudflats, feeding on invertebrates, 

• NRST A shallow hollow in the ground, lined with lichens. 

• Distribution Breeds 

on tundra in the high Arctic. 

Winters on coastal sands and 

mudflats throughout 

much of the world 



rifh pattern 
of st/mmer 



DlSTRIBt ITIOM 



WlNTHR 
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Common Snifk 

The srraij^lit tyiil of the (Common LSnipe k the lun^^cst, 
in propordon to its body, of all the shorebirds. The 
tip of the hill is flexible, enuhlirijE^ the bird to 
probe into soft mud, sensing and feeding 
on worms, small mollusks, and other 
creatures. I'he eyes are set high 
on cither side of the head, allowing 
it CO remnin vigilant when resting and feeding. It rests in 
low marsh vegetation or grass, camouflaged by the striped 
plumage, rising in ivvisting flight when alarmed. Newly 
hatched ehieks have short bills and have tt! be fed worms by t 
parents. The Common Snipe performs a *‘roller-eoaster'" display 
flight, in which the outer tail feathers produce a .sound like 

bleating as the bird dives steeply. 

• NP^ST a h(}||ow, scraped with 
the feet and shaped by body 
pressure, and lined w ith grass. 

• DlSTRIIiU nON Breeds 
in North America and 
Eurasia. Winters as 
far south as N. South 

DlSTMiBi HTJON America, and C. Africa. 



the 



Fam% ScOLOlWtaDAt; 



Species mstko/a 



length j3^ ^34 



Plyoiage ^exes alike 



Hahttat ^ 



M»gration 



Family Scoi.oPAt:jDAE 



Plumage 



Habitat .1^ 



Migratton 



Eurasian Woodcock 

1 he main habitat of this spede.s. in winter 
and summer alike, is woodland. Active 
mainly after dark, it walks and probes for 
food in moist and marshy areas. Its long 
bill ha,s a flexible, touch-sensitive tip that 
is useful for probing into mud or soft soil 
to locate invertebnites. In their display 
behavior, known as “rnding/" males 
By slowly at treecop level over their 
territories, uttering piping and 
croaking calls, at dusk and dawn. 

• NitST A imllow in mossy ground, 
lined with a layer of dead leaves, 

• I>ISTRIBUTK)N Breeds across 
much of Eura,sia. 
Winters as far 
south as N. 

Africa, India, and 
S.E. Asia, 
moving 
west 
well 

msTRiBiiTioN as south 



vrry sMur 



large 

set high on 
the hemi 



strmhfi 

tmiumfhgr 

pattern 
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Family S(:oi,<)P,M:illAK 



Species Csl'idrisslha 



R in (2(1 em) 



Sexes alike 



Habital; 



Migration 



^ St:oLOPAcmAE 



Speci&s Phikmmhus pugmx 



12 in (30 tin)/H) in (23 cm) 



Plumage Sexes differ 






Si 'MMI-H 



Ruff 

A marsh anJ ^^rassland bird, the 
kiiff feeds oil insects, worms, and 
seeds. Breeding males have lar^e, 
feathers ruffs and ear tufts, 
which var\- individually in 
color and pattern. Males 
display in competition with 
one another on the ''Ick," a 
special piece of j^round, to 
impress females (reeves). After 
mating, the females nest alone. 

• NKS'I' a hollow ill the ftroimd, lined 
with ;;rass and situated in long grass, 

• DISTRIBITION Breeds in K umpe, 

Arctic Siheria, and part of Alaska. W inters 

I Ivurtjpe, Africa, Asia, Australia, 
and parts of South America, 



Arctic rnner 
in Kur 



y ^ 

I’ivMALK Li 



Sanderling 



Looking like a little mechanical toy, the Sanderling 
chases the waves up and down the beach, snatching 
tiny shellfish, shrimps, sandtw>ppers, and other small 
animals thrown up by the water. It lives on Cfiasts ftjr 
most of the year, except for its brief 

breeding season in the tundra of SPRiNt; 

the .■\ retie region. It iisnally 
occurs in flocks, at time; 
w i t )i oc h LT sh ore bi rd s . 

• Nl'iST .\ hollow in 
ground, lined with lichens, 

• DtS'l'KimTION 
Breeds in Arctic Can; 

Greenland, and 
Siberia, Winters {m 
coasts throughout 
ni{}st of the world. 



V\ I NTHR 



DISTRlIUTtON 



undenuk 



DISTRl BITKIN 



ruffled 
ti'lng feather's 
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Thinocx)rjqai; 



Species ’i'hiuQ€orus orhignyimus 



LengjJi gy, (22 cm) 



Gray-breastrd Seedsnire 

This hardy species lives on the hipfh plateau 
of the southern Andes, only mov ing to lower 
altitudes during severe weather [t b a ground- 
dwelling bird with a round body and short legs, 
using its short, stubby bill eo feed on seeds, 
berries, and other parts of plants. It walks and 
runs rapidly but, if alarmed, crouches and relies 
on eamtHiflage, When forced to flee, it escapes 
in zig-xag flight, usually returning to cover after 
a short distance. Both sex^es utter brief alarm or 
contact calls. Birds also perform a repetitive, cooin'g song, 
either from the top of a rock or in a low display flight. 

• NiiST A depressitm in an open site or among low 
vegetation, sparsely lined with plant fragments. 

• Distribution Southern Andes, 
and extreme south of South America. 

• RBMAKK This bird evolved from 
the shorchirds, but in its groimd- 
dwelling life-style 
and behavior 
it is more like a 
gamebird, such 

DJsl'Ki H i moN as a pa rtri d gc. 






Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ 


Migration migrant 


Family ClUONmiDAE 


Species 


Length ( (39 cm) 



Snowy Sheathbill 

This is a scavenging bird of rocky 
South Atlantic coasts, w'here it 
visits colonies of seals, penguins, 
cormorants, and of other seabirds. 

It feeds on eggs and any kind of 
carrion. Despite its sc|uat shape it 
b a fast and agile runner. On short 
flights, it bulks ungainly in the air, 
with its legs dangling, but it flies 
more strongly, with feet tucked 
up, when crossing open water, 

• Nest An untidy construction of 
shells, pebbles, and stones, placed 
In a crevice in a clifTor rocky outcrop, 

• Distribution Breeds on coast of 
Antarctica and offshore islands. Winters in 
the Falkland Islands and S, Argentina. 

• RF!MARK This species evolved from the slKuebirds 
and became a scavenger. 'Fhe sheath like cover 
on its bill, and the bare skin on its 
face, enable it to eat messy food 
without harming the bill or feathers. 



//are 




Sexes alike 



Hab^at 






Migration 
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Family STHHCOHARMOAK 



Species Ciirhsrnm skufi 



Length 23 in (.^8 tm) 



Pluiriage gg^es alike 



Migraiion 



Rumage 



Mlgratton f^tiarant 



' 5frKkf:QRAmiUAE 



Species Sfercorarias ioH^aJU^as 



Length 22 in(SS cm) 



Grkat Skua 



RcsenibliriK ^ large, brfjwn 

giiM, this species is a 
powerful, prcdat(>ry 
seabird that dominates others 
within its range. Ie feeds by 
catching fish, caking eggs and 
nestlings of seabirds, and killing 
adult birds, including gulls, 
ducks, and shore birds. Although 
iesfligh t is normally powerful 
and slow; it can chase birds with 
speed and agility. It forces them 
CO disgorge fish chat they hav e 
sw allowed. When nesting, it shows off 
a large, white patch on eaeh wing in ^‘raised 
wing" displays and fiercely attacks all intruders. 

* NKST a depression on the ground, lined with 
grass, moss, or heather, birds nest in colonies at 
a feW' loeacions on islands in the ocean. 

• Distribution Breeds in 

N. .Atlantic. Winters at sea, 
some birds reaching 
e(|natorial waters. 



sfofh 

build 



DISTKIHI ]TlON 



JUVKNIU-: 



Long-tailkd .Iaeger 

This small, lightly built seabird has long, narrow^ wings and, when fully grow n, 
long central tail feathers. It flies with great agility, soaring upward, or hovering 
over the water looking for food. It picks fish from the sea surface, foihm^s boats 
for discarded fish, and attacks gulls or terns tij make them disgorge fish that 
they have caught and swallowed. On its Arctic breeding grounds, it hunts 
lemmings and ocher small animals, as w'cll as eating berries. 

• NRST a depression lined w ith mosses, lichens, or grass. 

• Distribution Breeds in N. Kurasia and 
N. North .America, Winters in Southern 
Pacific and 
Atlantic oceans. 



DISTKtBlTtON 



skorr^ * 

biunt 

tad 



hag, 

}wm^ 

tsr/W 



light, 

skuder 

bitiid 
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nisTmiiUTioN 




1 .ARIDAK Species fiadfurus 

Pacific Gull 

I his lar^c gull with black hack and w ings has 
the largest bill of all the gull family. It patrnis the 
shoreline, foraging for food, and makes shallow dives 
after t1sh. squid, crabs, and other marine creattircs. 

I yd rgc sh c 1 1 fi s h a re crae k ed open by d ro p p i ng t be m ,U ' vi>:.n i i 
onto meks. Also included in its diet arc the eggs and 
young of nesting seabirds, and even adults of smaller 
bird Species, The Pacific Gull occurs in small, 
loose eolonies or in scattered p:iif s on the coast 
ami is only tjccaskmallv seen inland. 

• NHS'r A loose structure of grass 
and plants, imdcra bush or rock. 

• DISTKIMTION 
Restricted to coastal areas 
of W, and .S. Australia. 







Hafeital 


Mtetallon Non -niigrani 


Family 


Species i 


21) in (. 1(1 cm) 





Rinc-billfd Guli. 

I his };ull has a ptarl-f;ray hack and a hlatk hand cenvard the tip of its bill. It 

nests in noisy colonies, usually beside a lake or reservoir, hut in %vinter it is mure 
often seen on die coast. It kioks for food wherever the opportunity arises, 
eatehing fish, hunting in vertebrates on the ground, or seeking out carrion, 

* NKST An untidy nest, made of vegetation, situated on the ground. 

• J>I8 riUBUTION breeds N, North America. Winters 
in North and CXmrral Ameriea, 
and in Hahamas and 
N, Caribbean. 




,Igvi:njlh 




• tufked hita 
feathers 



IMSTHimiTlON 



Plumage 






Migratbn 
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Mkw Gull 

Seen o.lf>n^;siLlc other gulls, this 
h:is A rdiitivcly fine bill. 



* p/ma 



species 

giving the lieiid a neat, rounded 

ItMjk. '[’he Mew CjliII often comes ^ 

inland and tjfccn feeds on the ground. 

'[ypical food items are worms, insects, mice, 
berries, and fallen grain on farmland. It also 
forages in shallow waters. This species nests 
in colonies, on‘the coast or inland, sometimes 
on mot)rs c^r grassland away from water. 

• NFST a natural hollow in the ground, lined 
with dried grass and other plant materials. 

I > 1 Sl’K I H U T] ON B re eds i n m nc h sjf HI u ra s i a , 

N. Africa, W. and N. North America. Northern 

' ptipulations migrate 

so u t h w ith I n breed i ng ra n gc . 



sk/fi'/f'r /e^ 



HKKKING (iULl 

Well kn' 



lown for its presence in coastal mu ns, harbors, and /h i 
garbage dumps, this powerful gull, with its yndcling calls 
and wails, tvpifics the seaside for many people. .Always 
readv to exploit any source (jf food, it has hccoittc an ^ 

urban scavenger, and also hunts small animals. It dties .Il’V 

not venture fart>Lit to sea but is becoming more conimtm 
inland. Nesting colonies are located on dunes, cliffs, and buildings. 

• NKST a shallow cup nest, made from any plant materials kieally 
available, and placed on the ground. 

• niSTHlBl 'TION Breeds throughout most of the 

Northern 1 lemisphcre. Winters in the south of this ^ 

range, as far as Central America. N. and N.K. 

.\frka, India, and parts of .S.K. .Asia, ^ ^ 



* tf ’///Vr' flps iff 



Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration p^^iial migrant 


Family lARllML 


Species y 


Length 24 in(r>Ocm> 



Famity 



Species 



ffumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 



MtgratJon niigranc 
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white tipi &f 
inner seeont^ary 
flight feather's 



Winter 



long^ Mack iih 

myh? 



Mack 
primary 
flight ^ 
feathers 



Family 



Plumage 



Habitat 






Migralkm Migrant 



Family 



Species ridihuadm 



Length Kiln (4, 



Common Black-headed Gull 

With its agile flight and nagging voice^ this gull is familiar both on the coast and eye ting 
inland. It feeds according to opportunity, taking small animals, fcmd scraps, and 
refuse. Birds breed in large colonies, on freshwater or salt marshes. In winter 
it visits suburbs and garbage dumps, and roosts on lakes and reservoirs, 

• Nest a well made, open cup nest, made of 
available plant materials. 

• Distribution Breeds 
In Eurasia and 
E. North 
America, 

Siberian and N.E, 

Kun)pean populations 
migrate south into Africa and Asia, 

triangle reveakti 
in flight 



DISTRIBUTION 



Winter 



hrown hond of 
breeding plumage 



• longy 
dark red 



Plumage ^ 






Migratiori 



DISTRJBl.iTION 



Laughing Gull 



(Common in coastal areas of North America in summer, this gull is recognized by its ver\' dark 
“hood." It is boldly inquisitive, feeding wherever the opportunity occurs: it follows the plough 
CO pick worms from the soil, scavenges for whatever is washed up on the 
shoreline, and follows ships for refuse and food scraps. Breeding colonies 
are located in marshes, hy seashores, and on offshore islands. 

• Nest a cup nest made of plant material, 
located among tall plants or hushes. 

• Distribution Breeds in E. and 

S. USA and the Caribbean, Migrates * broken 

as far .south as Peru in winter. 

around 
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Plumage Sexes alike 






Migration Migrant 



Familjr 



al/f/Wtf Cmpifl 



Sexes alike 



Habitat iw 



I Migration 



Famity 



Species CMifiGtitm niger 



DISTKlKtrJION 



i tossed ■ 
tips 0/ 
folded 
wings 



short kgs 



DJS'IIIIKITION 



sniaU, 
fine Mil 



WlNTKR 



Caspian Tern 



htig^ skttder 
wings for agik 
flight while 
feedingfrom 
water surf are 



I his is the largest lern^ with a heavy hi 11^ slow tlight, and loud 
raspy calls. It flies over water and pi tinge -dives to catch fish and 
shrimps. Sea coasts, islands, and large lakes are its chief habitats. 
It nests mainly in colonics, but sometimes in single pairs. 

• NKSI" a hollow scraped by the feet and formed by body 
pressure, either bare or sparsely lined with plane materials, 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in North America, Eurasia, 

Africa, and Australia. Winter range extends into 
N. South America and E, Asia. 



WiN'I'PJt 



Black Tern 



Occurring inland in summer and by the sea in wunter, this bird 
Hies over water to feed. It dips down to pick insects and small 
fish from the surface, without diving. Breeding colonies are 
located on shallow^ lakes and flooded marshes. 

• Nest An untidy heap of warerplants, lined with finer 
material, floating on the wearer, or situated at the water’s edge, 

* Distribution Breeds across North America and 
Europe to mid-Siberia. Winters as far south as N,W. 



forked tail 



Altumn 
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’^“"'*1' I.ARHMK 


Species S/erita hirm/t/a 


Length ly/. in (37 ^.,,1) 






Common TEtUN 

^'his bird spends miiLb of its time in flight over 
wjtCT, normally at sea hut somctliTics over hikes. W hen 
feeding, it hovers and then plimj^e-divcs, taking fish and 
crustaceans. It nests in colonies and migrates in flocks. 

• Nl£ST A hollow in the ground, sometimes lined. 

• DlSTRlIlirnON Ikeeds all mond the Northern 
Hemisphere. Winters as far so tit h a 
waters of the southern cominents. 



^ ri:K 









shaft legs, nm ofrett 
iiseti for rmmitig or 

Sst'ttlkliig 





Plumage Sl*j£cs alike 


il 

i 

f 

i 




Family 


Species fhugiiHii 


length i in (39 






JlIVKEVtUi 



very 
pair 
mui bmk 



iottg, fteeph' forkt tf tail 



ROSEiATt: Tekn 



A gniecful, seagoing tern with long tail streamers, this 
species develops a pink tinge on its mostly white plumage, 
when breeding. It feeds by plunge-diving for small fish. 
Nesting colonics are lociued on oRshcire islands or on 
banks of sand or shmgle by the coast. 

• Nh:S'r.A shallow hollow in the ground. 

* DlS'l'RIRl fTloN Breeds on eoasrs 
in parts of all c^mtinents. Migrates 
within this range 
when 110 1 breeding. 



DISTKIIU TION 






MlgraUpn 



Habitat 
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migrr/tmi 
smdy ring 



DISTRiBUTIOM 



Lari DAE 






Plumage alike 



Habitat 



Ha 



Mlgratior ,vjigran[ 



Family L^kidak 



Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Migration rtii grant 



• Nest a fiat space in a ere vice 
amonf; rocks or in an old burrow 
of another seabird, such as a 
diving-petrel or penguin. 

• DlSTKIBUTION Breeds 
in South America on coasts 
of Peru and N. Chile. Winters 
from Ecuador south to C. Chile. 



Juvenile 



• Nest a mass of twigs and 
seaweed, placed in a tree, in a 
bush, or on the ground. 

* DiSTRIBLfTIOrsj 
'IVopical Pacific, Adandc, 
and Indian Oceans. 



JMSTRIBUTION 



Inca Tern 

This dark gray tern has characteristic, outward -curling, white 
plumes in the shape of a mustache. It flies over the sea, 
keeping close to the coast. Agile in flight, it feeds by 
dipping to snatch small fish from the sea surface. 

When the opportunity arises, it preys on shoals 
of fish as they flee in panic from sea Hons, 
whales, and flocks of cormorants. 

It is often 
seen in 
large flocks. 



outward 

curling 



Brown Noddy 



I his species spends much of the time flying over the sea, 
either In coastal waters or in mid-ocean. It flies low over 
the sea surface, heating its wings rapidly. When feeding, 
ir hovers and then dips to snatch food from the surface. 
The main prey items are fish and squids. To rest. It 
usually comes ashore to perch on a rock or tree, but 
it sometimes swims and even sleeps on the 
water. The name is derived from the 
courtship display, in which both 
sexes nod to sh(>w off their 
pale foreheads. 



pffk forehead patch 
used hi display 



4 long, sharp bill 
for snatching prey 
from sea surface 



* dark brow‘n 
plumage^ typical 
of a noddy 
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Family g'pKRNlDAE 



Cwsailm 



Length Y2V2 in (32 cm) 




White Tern 



eye for 

night 

feeding 



Vh\a h an decani sea tern of 
tropical oceans, with a gentle, delicate 
appearance. In behavior it is umisually 
tame and will allow an obsert’er to 
approach. It has a forked tail and a 
slender hill that appears to be tilted 
slightly upward, This is the only tern 
species that has all-white plumage. It 
spends much of the time flying over 
the sea, either in coastal w'aters or in 
mid-ocean. Its flight is light and buoyant, 
combining agiliw wdth graceful movement. 

The wings are broader and more rounded in 
flight than are those of other terns. When 
feeding at sea, it follows a rising, then falling, 
flight path, dipping to snatch fish and small 
squids from the surface. It also catches fish as they leap 
'I'he large eyes appear to he an adaptation for night feeding, 
its prey normally rising to surface waters after dark. 

• Nest No nest is made, bur the female lays her egg and 
balances it throughout incubation on a small space on a tree 
branch, in the fork of a twig, on a palm frond, or on a rock ledge 

• Distribution Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian Oceans. 



DISTKmlfTltJX 



deader 



.strongly 
forked tad 





Plumage (j^j-es alike 




Migration migrant 


Family R|-ivsjc:HOPlDAK 


Species Rhwchops niger 


Length jg jn (45 cm) 



Black Skimmer 




DISTRIBl'TlO^ 



Seen on coasts, estuaries, and rivers, this bird has a distinctive bill in which the lower mandible 
is longer than the upper one and is flattened sideways like a vertical knife blade. When feeding, 
the Black Skimmer flies along the water surface and ploughs the lower mandible through the 
watetj snapping the bill shut w^hen it touches a fish. Skimmers live ^ hem.y 

in flocks, breeding in colonies on beaches and sandbanks, 

• Nest An unlined hollow in the sand, 
formed by feet and 
body pressure. 



w'ings 



mmtd'tbk 



• DlSTRIBl’TION From 
E, USA CO S, South America 



Plumage alike 






Migraiion Partial migrani 



Habitat 
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Famity /^lCIDAK 



species ^xikfiik 



Seses alike 



Habital 






Migration 



Famllir Ai.c;ii)AK 



Species A/fa io,^„ 



1 7 in (43 urn) 



Plumage Sexes alike 



^ »» 



Migfalion 

migrant 



l>lsTRim ITION 



Mr/I 
ifselj mt 



DoVliKlE 

I'his black -and -white seabird has a dumpy outline 
and narrow wings, wliich give it a eharacterisdc, 
whirring flight. It feeds at sea, diving from the 
surface to swim underwater, using its wrings as 
flippers, and taking animal plankton ftiny, drifting 
marine life), [^ovekies breed in swarming colonies tin 
rtjeky screes in the far north, wintering on the open 
sea, and sometimes driven inkmd by storms. 

• NliST Eggs are layed in an im lined 
rock crevice or in a burrow. 

• DiSTHIBtrnuEN Breeds 
on coasts of the Arctic 
Ocean. Winters at sea 
in N. Atlantic Ocean. 



white 
mark mjer eye 



WjjNiri'Ut 



tkfo/it 



^^Qlleti 
with Mod 



weok 



Razorbill 

A knife-shaped, black bill, decorated with white 
lines, identifies this diff-nesring auk. The legs are 
set well back and propel the bird 
w hen swimming on the sea 
surface, although they are 
ntu strong when used for walking. 

The wings are used as flippers when 
the Razorbill swims underw^ater. The 
diet consists almost entirely of t1sh. 

• Nest a single egg is laid in a 
recess at the back of a rock ledge, in 
a rock crevice, or under a bonldcL 

• Distribution Breeds on 

N. .American and European coasts of 
N. Atlantic Ocean. Winters at sea on 
N. Atlantic Ocean. 



WlJNTKR 



mSTRIBMTtOM 
Strang wni^ 
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iT 



FamKv ALC:inAI- 



Species p'ffiifffulif tirrhaia 



Lengtti isinqg cm) 



Plumage 



Habitat 






Migration 



Ai^iime 



Species P rffteruiiafirrtim 



Length iiY, (52 cm) 



Plumage alike 



Habitat 






Migration Migrant 



Atlantic Puffin 

A hird with a large head and a short 
talk the Atlantic pLilTin has a comical 
appearance, with its masked eyes 
and massive bill. In breeding 
birds, the bill is ctivercd with a 
red sheath, with yellow stripes 
and a gray triangle at rhe base. 

Pairs perform face-to-face bill- 
rapping displays in spring, I'he 



antnge 
dispiay 
Wiittk 
fksf iti 
^hmri 



Atlantic Puffin ilies strtmgly on fast- 
beating vs'lngs and swims tmderwater, 
chasing fish, particularly sand eels. It packs 

- ... .. I, Ml 



these crosswise in its hill cticarrs^ them to its 
young, breeding colonies are located on cliff tops 
<in coasts and islands. In winter, birds stay out at sea 

• NHST a shallow' hollow in an underground 
burrow', lined with grass and feathers. 

• DISTRIRITION 
breeds on W, and K. 
coasts of N- Atlantic 
Ocean. Winters on 
N, At I an tie Ocean. 



m 



TuFTEto Puffin 

^Fhis heavily built auk has head tufts that can be swept 
back and that do not impede underwater ftshing. Bill 
and head decorations are used only for display. With 
its muscular body, the bird cannot take off from 
the water without a wing-flapping run. The 
birds breed in colonies on rocky islands, 
and spend the w inter out in mid-ocean. 

• NKS1' ,A burrow or a hollow in a mck 
crevice, lined with grass and feathers. 

• DISTRIBLTION breeds 
tin W. and E, coasts of 
N. I*aclfic Ocean. 

Winters at sea 
in N. Pacific. 



tmi 



DrsrramiTioN 



DlSTRlBtmON 



upright 

pmmr^ 



shurt 

mi! 



riieam i&sr 



tn mmet 



Win (HU 



% 

WjNTBK 

disphy 

mft 
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Lichtenstein’s Sandcjrouse 

A sc mi desert species* this sand^^rousc prefers reeky 
and hilly emmiry where some bus lies csccur h feeds 
chiefly on seeds and tirher parts of plants including 
acacia trees and shrubs* I3urin^ the hot midday hours* 
it rests in the shade and is rcluctam io move. It flies 
to drink daily, lace at dusk or before dawn* iitterini^ 
soft, twomote calls. 'The nest is often up to 19 miles 
flO km) from a water source, and the male brings 
water for the young, carried in his belly feathers. 

• NkST A slight hollow on 
bare ground* without a lining. 

• DlSTUllUlTUJN Scattered 
areas fR)m Morocco through 
Africa to Arabia and Pakistan, 



i/mf 

mU 

\ 



Family P | KK!K:Ltl).\K 



Plumage Sexes differ 



Habitat 



jk__ik ^I> 



Migration N,m-migrant 



Family [» | 



Species tdrkaUi 



I I m Uo ^ 



Plumage jipvj* 



Partial migrant 



Pin-tailed 
Sand(;rouse 

1 his is a sandgmusc of flat* drv' coimtiy 
Its tine pattern of colors eamouflages 
it against sand* pebbles, and sparse 
vegetation. I his species mirmally 
occurs in flocks and sometimes breeds 
in loose etdonies. birds are seen 
ereep ing or running on their rather 
short legs and feeding on seeds, 
shoots, and leaves* 'Phey fly 
considerable distances to w ater 
and, w hen drinking* sometimes float 
on the surface. Mules carr\ water for 
the young in their soft breast feathers. 

• NKST An unlined ho How on bare ground. 

• DISHIUIIUTION breeds in Portugal. Spain 
,S. France* N, Africa, Middle l-iasc* 
and C'* Asia, (]* Asian 
populations winter as 
far south us Pakistan 
and N.W, India* 



a 



Pkmalk 



• thin^ himk 
e\e str 'tpr 



* fkfX/ffN/ 

f/m/s/ //f/fjfk 
hi 



msi Him iTioiN 



Pl’MALK 



msTiinu TUJN 



liimk kmm 

hfittfh 
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FaimHy CoLUMBIDAK 



livm 



[2Yi ill (32 cm) 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Migratioe ^[Qn-migfant 



Family ColJrxtMQAK 









DISTIUTil TIO^ 



*gfossy 

BffJt 

p<mtm 



• pink jfet 



iw(f mid 



Tvpicai 

S'FRRRT 

PiCJEON 






Rock Dove 

This is the wild ancestor of all dtmiescic pigeons, such as messenger and racing 
birds, and of rhe fancy pigeons that have been bred in many ctilors, including 
pure white, and in various patterns. Kscapes have led to feral (semi- 
wild) populations, most of which live in towns as street pigeons. 
iViily wild Rock Doves nest in colonies, tm ledges 
in caves, and in d iff crevices, feeding on seeds. 

• Nest .\ scanty platform of twigs and 
feathers, on a rock ledge or a building. 

• Distribution w. Europe, 

N. Africa, and through 
the Middle East to 
India. Feral birds have 
estahlishcd populations 
throughout rhe world. 



Speckled 
Pigeon 

1 his pigeon resembles some street 
pigeons in general appearance, but 
has silvery -tipped neck feathers that 
are slightly forked. During mating 
displays, when the male inflates his 
neck, these stand out as a big, bristling 
ruff. I’he Species is the natural African 
counterpart of rhe wild Rock Dove and 
has learned to live with humans and to 
use buildings as substitutes for rhe cliffs and 
gorges that it uses in rhe wild. Its natural diet 
cunsists of seeds including grain, and rhe leaves, 
shoots, and hods of green planrs. 

• Nest A flimsy platform made of tw igs, sticks, 
and grass, situated on the ledge of a cave or cliff 
or on a building or bridge. 

• DlSTKlHUTIONTwo 
separate populations in 
non fore see tl parts of 
Africa south of the Sahara. 



• iifire dhi 
iirminii thr 

I (piiked in dhpkiy} 



D STRI51T10N 



mmguiar 
% wing spots 



%hng 

witm 







Habitat ^ 


Migratkjfi ]S] on-migrant 



Plumage 



160 • NON-FASSK RINKS 



www.thenzbplace.com 





Famfly CollimriDak 



Species Cuiuftthfi 












Plumsges^xcs alike 



Habitat hi 



Migration , migrant 



Family CtourMBlDAK 



Species S/iispfope/ia tartar 



1 1 in (28 L-ni) 



Plumage s^xes alike 



Habitat ^ 



Migratian 



Europkan Turtlk-Dovk 

"This is a sm:iH pigeon with n thcckt^rcd put tern nf hronze and bUick on 
the wing coverts, it Hies rapidly wirli shtirt, stiffuingbeats. 

Eiirnpcan Hirtlc-J )ov'es live in wnodhmd^ litnd on summer 
days fill the air with ii soft, purring coo. rhey feed 
un the grounds where they seareh ffsr smull 
seeds; leaves and buds are also eaten, 

• Nest a tlimsy platform of twigs, 
situated in a low tree or bush. 

• DlS TRIBUTlOIN Breeds 
Eun^pe tu 
C. Asia. 



• hlfirk-ami- 
^hne mk 
pfUfh 



Winters in 
Africa. 



m hfitr 
<ikiu 

(imitmk 
the eve 



feather 
edges make 
(t iathte 
pattern 



DlSTHim’TUW 



JUVENU.K 



l>l STRUM ■ nt)>^ 



tehiie 
edge of 
tad 



on the ground 



Common Wooo-PioitON 



indeseent 

pateh 



liehfte 

neck 

patch 



Originally a woodland bird 
this pigeon has learned to 
ta k e a d va n cage of gardens 
and farmland. Irfrequenrly 
adverti.ses Its presence from within 
the tree,s with a deep, throaty, etKiing 
call When seen in the open, it can be 
identified by its white wing patches and 
white neek patches. Flight is usually swift 
and direct and, in its display, the bird mounts 
steeply, often with a series of loud wing claps, 
then glides downward. Frightened flocks, 
too, make noisy wingheats. Fhe species 
is highly sociable and fornts flocks 
when not breeding. Birds 
feed mainly on seeds, hut 
they also cut berries, buds, and 
leaves. The short legs assist 
in clambering after acorns. 

• NKST A shallow saucer of thin twigs, placed 
inconspicuouslv in a leafy tree, fairly high up. 

• DISTRIBUTION N. Europe, Africa, and 
through the Middle East tu N. India. 



short legs 
of a tree 
pigeon 
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Family Coi.i;Mmt>AK 



Species 



Ler\gt>i 13 Jq ( 3 (j 



Plumage alike 



Habitat 






Migration in -migrant 



Family Coi.CMBIlMK 



Species mttwardfsi 



20 in (50 tm) 



Plumage Sexes alike 









niSTKIWTlON 



Great CucKOf)-DovE 

I his trec-d welting dtive w ith a 
veiA^ lang [nil is n bird of trtjpieal 



CWWI^Mtl «■ /tf 



hhit‘-nm\' 4 
fohr exkudhig 
from thr hoti !u 
the fffily 



forest, k shares the name 
“ciickoti-dove"’ with a numher 
of smaller, hrmen. long- 
tailed doves» some of which 
have calls like those of the 
Commoi’i (iuekoo {xtr p. f^S\. 
l ids species has two different calls; 
a repeated, three -note phrase, and a 
rapid, laughing sound, it live.s mainly 
in [he mitldle to higher tevels of the 
forest foliage, and at the forest edge, 
w hile birds are sometimes seen on the 
ground, blight is strong, powerful and gracefnl. 

C Treat Cuekoo- Doves tend to be solitary, although 
birds stjmetintes gather in a temporary lloek at a 
plentiful food source, such as a fruiting tree. The (.liet 
consists of fruit, taken from trees or climbing plants. 

• N kST A shallow, saucer like structure of roots, 
moss, ferns, and sticks, built on a level branch in a tree ( 

• DlSTRliRi'nON New (khnea and the Molucean Islands. 



romkk(f wings • 
of a forrst bird for 
omneuvrohie (Ughf 
hrmirhes 



DlSTKIBUTIfJN 



• long, 
bmad toil 
for fust ^ 
frve! flight 



bhfk 
tollur « 



uniform, 
pok, sandy 



Eurasian Gou.arhd Dovit 



A plain -colored [hgeon w ith a narrow, black etdiar, this bird can be 
recogni/.ed by its rntmotoninis, three-ntice call. I’he species (x:curs in 
open woodland, farmland, and suburban yards, eating wild seeds, grain, 
l>erries, and livestock feed. In ks gliding display flight, it 
shows off the black-and-white pattern underneath its tail 

• NhiSl'A flimsy platform of twigs, often in a conifer 

• DlS'nUlU TION I'rom Hurope through the Middle 
East, S. and E. Asia, to China and Korea, 

• Remark This spedes has .spread across 
most of Europe from the Balkan region 
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A ciny, ground-feed in|i dove wirh a long, capering tail, chis bird is similar in sbe, shape, 
and life-style to the Budgerigar iseepJll). Only the male has a black face 
mask and bright bilL Both sejces have chestnut-orange on the wing 

Mat'kfiii'e revealed in flight. Namaijua Doves fly rapidly, with 

mdfhmaf irregular wingbeacs. They occur in dry, open country, 

scrub, and farmland, and are seen singly, in pairs, or 
ghssy dark parties. 'Fhcy feed on the ground, taking 
spots seeds. In more arid regions, they travel 

a bout n omad ica I ly, soo n colon izi ng p I aces 
where fotid and w'ater have become available. 

• NKST a small, flimsy, sauce r-sliaped nest 
fashioned of roorJecs, fine twigs, and grass 
situated in a low bush. 

Distribution Africa south 

of the Sahara, and parts of 
the Middle East and 
Arabian Peninsula. 



msTKiBimoN 



Ck)LUMBIDAF. 



Plumage differ 



Habitat 



.liiA Migration migram/nomadic 



Family COLi rMatDAK 



Plumage differ 



Namaqua Dove 



Brush Bronzewing 

Ti his stoutly built pigeon favors areas of 
low, thick vegetation chat conceal its colors, 
including the double bar ofiridescenc plumage 
on its wings. I’hese sparkle in a range of 
colors, from purple to brtinze, giving the bird 
its name. It usually occurs in pairs, living 
unobtrusively among dense bushes and 
low^ trees, particularly in coastal heath land, 
or in the undergrowth of open wtjodland. 

The birds feed on the ground, mainly caking 
seeds, and sometimes venture into fields 
adjoining their normal habitat to take grain. 
They are canttous when visiting water, coming 
CO drink quietly after dusk and before dawn. 
Their call is a subdued, mournful cooing. 

* NBST A substantial platform of twugs 
and stems, located in a small tree, 
thick shrub, or oce'asionally on 
the ground in a sheltered sice. 

• Distribution 

S.VV. and S,K, Australia, 
including Tasmania. Ek.MaI.H 



Fhmai.k 



DISTHIBITION 



wmg bats 



Munriy 

tapering 

tad 



fhestnut 

head 

strifit 
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Family CoijimbumK 



Species mdamkuca 



LeogUi (37 



Plutngge scxc,^ alike 



Habitat m ^ 



Migration j^on^mi^aiU 



Family CourMBil>AI£ 



Species '/^fuifda macraura 



Plumage 



Habitat 



y*f ..A 



Migration p^^tjai mt^raivr 



Mourning Dovr 

Ciommon in a wide variety of 
hiihicats, this bird is found in arid scnib, 
open woodland, farmland, i^fardcns, and towns. 

It tlics rapidly with wdiisrling win^hcats and 
has a charaucerisric upward flip of the tail after 
landing. Mourning Doves are seen in pairs 
or small, loose groups. When not 
breeding, they are seen in larger 
groups at feeding sites or roosts. 

I’lie eall is a mournfui-sounding 
series of coos. Birds feed on rlie 
ground, chiefly taking small 
seeds, and also grain and green 
shoots. The male’s display flight con sis 
noisy, flapping ascent hillow'ed by a dowmward 
glide. On the ground, displaying males how 
t<j the females wuth puffed -up necks. 

• Nest a scanty platform of thin twigs, 

sometimes lined wuth finer stems, usually in a tree or shrub. 

• DlSTRlBl ITION Erom the llS-Canadtan border area as 
far south as Panama, the N. Caribbean and the Bahamas. 
Northern populations migrate south within this range. 



//fjrJt xpots Of/ 



D STR n 



Wf/g, 

f/am/inr 

mr/ss 



,Pin 



WON(JA PiGHON 

s/zorf, 

A secretive bird in spite of pro/if/ 

its size and powerful build, /^/// , 

the Wonga Pigeon 
lives on the ground 
in deciduous forest and rain 
forest. Here, it can often 
be detected by its penetrating 
call note. 'I'his sound is repeated 
continuously until the bird senses an 
approach, when it becomes silent. It 
normally avoids danger by w alking, often 
covering considerahle distances on the 
forest floor. Otherwise, it may take flight 
for a short distance, rhen watch from a perch. 
Wonga thgeons are seen singly or in pairs or in 
larger numbers at a gcxid 
food source. They eat fallen 
fruits, berries, and .seeds. 

• Nest a platform (if fine 
twigs, placed on a horizontal 
fork, in a forest tree. 
•DiSnUHUTION 
ms'ntmintoN S.K. and E. Australia. 
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Length 8/: in (22 cm) 



COI AIMBIDAE 



Species plamifem 



SPINIFKX P(G1iON 

With its uprifiKr posture, short wiii|is and tiiik eirmamon brown plumaf^c, and 
thin* erect crest, this pigeon is readily recognizable. It lives among dumps of 
prickly spinifcjt grass in seinidcscrt and desert areas, within reach 
or water. Its dier consists of seeds, with occasional insects. 

* NiiST A slight hollow formed by body 
pressure, some rimes tined with twigs, 
ijften under a dump of spinifex grass, 

W •Distribution 

Drier areas of 
Atisrralia north 
of the Tropic of 
(>apricorn. 



DISTRIIUTION 







Plumage Sexes alike 




Migration Non-migrarit 


Family COLtfMBlDAK 


Species afiieato 


Length jp ^20 cm) 



Diamond Dovr 

A tiny dove with a long, whlce-cdgcd tail, this species occurs in scrub and bushes* 
Usually seen in pairs or small flocks, it feeds on the ground, caring small seeds, and also 
taking leaves and buds. In flight, a chestnut orange patch on the wings is revealed. 

Birds often visit waterholes in the late afternoon to drink. 

The call is a high pitched, ptaintivc cchl 

. • NEUT 

k A small platform made of 
very fine uvigs and plant 
stems, placed in a tree. 

• DISTRIIUTION 
Semi'arid and desert 

a rea s of N „ W. , a n d 

interior Australia. 



DrSTRIBMTlON 




Rumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration ]v3 on -migrant 


Family COLUMBJUAK 


Spiecies Cohimhinn prtsstrimi 


Length In (17 cm) 



Common Ground-Dove 

T^his stocky species is often seen in pairs or small groups, 
w'alking on the ground and feeding on fallen seeds* In 
flight, a chesrnui color in ihe wings is revealed. 

• NKST a loose platform of twigs, either on the 
ground or in a tree* 

• DISTRIBI TION From 
S. North America ro 
N, South America, 



srff/y patmii 
m on fhe 



short 





lllSTKIBl IJIOM 



Plumage 



lA:MAUi 
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Family Cl)l,liMRin,\K 



Species Caiofnas nirof/arira 



Lanef’ 13 in (33 an) 



Plumage (jexi;s jlikf 



» 



Migration |^!oma(Jic 



aJUiMBlDAE 



Species Qfiihc^iumlfn iuzmmit 






Pigmage 



mSTKIHUKrN 



t/rr^/ar « 
ts'affk &rr 
thiMli 



of an 
fWUiry hh'fi 



NtCOliAR Pkjhon 

An isbnd-d welling; pigenn^ this odd-louking 
s[iedes bus a thin head and neck, ;in upright 
wattle on the hill, and long, spiky neck featliers 
that can be raised in a ruff, dlic tail is short and 
white. Nicohar Pigeons feed in the forest 
undergrowth, taking fruit and seeds, d’he 
birds fly nomad ieally from island to island in 
search of feeding sites. Nesting colonies are 
close packed :md sometimes very' large. 

• NHST :\n untidy structure made of 
tw igs, either in a hush or in a tree. 

• DlS'l'KlHl iTION From the Nicobar 
Islands (in the Indian Ocean off Burma) 
thrtjugh ,S.F. Asia to Indonesia, New 
Cbunea, and the Solomon Islands. 



niffnf ehngami feHiken 



l>ISTRIIUTK)N 



Jl IVKMIJ 



Strong 

fni 



Luzon B lh [U)i n< j- H ea rt 

The hloodlike breast markings of this species var^' 
from one bird tt> another and niiist serve as 
recognition marks by which individuals can 
identify each iither. 1‘his is necessary 
because they live in the permanent 
semi-darkness of the rain forest 
llonr. 1 icre they move (jnietly 
among low, shmbby vegetation 
in search of seeds and berries, 
and also taking griihs, snails, 
ami other invertebrates, 

• NKST a scanty nest of tw igs, 
placed in a shriih or low tree. 

• PlSl’KllU TlON N. Philippine 
Islands. 
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l^KMALK 



netrh fmnh 



white 

\ Un/ tip 



Orange-brkasthd Green-Pigeon 

Stron;; Ic^s and fcer, useful for cbmbenn|» in irees, and 
n sconx bill fur eaun^soff fruirs, make this species 
a typical example of the fruit- pigeons. K I neks 
arc usually seen in the lower branches 
of trees or in bushes, feeding on figs, 
wild dates, berries, and other fruits, 
birds rarely visit the grmmd and 
when they do, for instil nee tr> 
drink, they walkcluTnsily, 
with their tails raised. 

* NiiST A nin>sy 

platform of twigs in 
a small tree, close 
to open space. 

• l>IS'rKI«UT10N India 
and parts of S,K. Asia, 



PrSTRfBl TION 



Family CotaiMintME 



Species viftoria 



Length 3(j (75 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Family COLUMBIDAK 



Species Memm 



Plumai 



* Sexes dilTer 






Migration i,i„n_n,|granr 



VurroRiA Crowneo- 
PlGEON 

The lacy crest of this enormous 
pigetm is made up of fan -shaped 
tufts and is permanently raised 
over the head. Displaying males 
utter soft, booming calls as they 
show olT their crests and tails to 
the females. Hoth sexes perftjrm 
threat or defense displays in 
which they wag their tails and 
hold out one or both wings, 
like banners. This ground- 
feeding species lives on the 
rain forest lloor, walking around 
slowly and taking Fallen fruits, 
seeds, and berries. It flies heavily, 
either to escape danger or to 
ascend into the branches of the 
trees, where it also rotists and nests. 

• NKST a large, solid, platformllke 
mass of stems and twigs, in a tree. 

• DlSTRIliUTlON N. New Guinea. 



DlH'JRlUmiON 



piik 

wing 

imr 
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FamiEjf Coi.irMBinAK 



Species pf jfif^apus aupeffm.s 



Length 8y>in(22cm) 



Plum^e differ 



« 



Partial migrant 



FemUy CoLlJMBIDAF 



Species psfifica 



Lengin 14 ^35 



and midertad 



imt-k 

with dark 
spots 



covrrts 



Pacific- 
Impfrial 
Pigeon 

This is a large and subtly 
colored fruit dove that inhabits 
smalb wooded islands and 
atolls. Flocks wander between 
islands in search of fruit. 

'Fhey are capable of long 
sea crossings. The Pacific- 
Imperlal Pigeon is an agile bird* 
clambering* hanging* and reiiehlng 
for food among the higher foliage* 
taking fruit and berries* l*he call is a single 
growling note from high in the tree canopy. 

• Nest a platform made of bare tw igs 
and placed high up in a large tree. 

• DISTRIBUTIOEN islands fre^m 
N . E . N e w G u i ne a r h rough 
longa, Fiji* and New 
Caledonia to i 
of .SAV- Pacific. 



• fkshywaitk 
on the hi// 



long mngs 
for e/htann 

ftiji/n . 



DISTRIBITION 



Plumage 



Habttat m 



Migration Partial mifirant 



Superb Fruit-Dove 

The vivid plumage of this species provides surprisingly g<K>d camouflage 
among the fruit and fnliagc of sun-dappled forests. It feeds in forest trees 
that produce small, oil-rich fruits. Birds live in pairs or alone, although 
large groups sometimes gather remporarily at a plentiful focjd source. 

• Nest .A platform of twigs, in a tree or vine tangle. 

• DISTRIRLTION Australasian region from Dl^lBimoN 

Sulawesi through New Giiinea to the .Solonion 
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Topknot Pigeon 



fmig^ ih mp fng rmt 



A larf'c, g,r<A\\ lon^-t^ilcd pS^;c(m, chi^i crec-dwellinj; HpccScs lus 
a swcpt-hack, double cresi rluu runs from forehesitl ro nape. It is a 
s(M;iable and nomadic bird that roams the treettips of rain forests 
in flocks* feedinjr on a w ide variety cd' fruit, ihe short lei^s 
and srronj; feet arc rypical of a buit-pifieon and enable 
the birds to dingiiLTohacically to rhe twigs when 
feeding* often hanging upskle down with flapping 
wings to keep in place. Jbpknot Pigeons rarely 
come down to the ground even to drink* 
normally obtaining water from tree hollows 
or wet leaves tir by hanging frtam a low 
twig over a stream or freshwater pool. 

• NHST a flat platform made of twigs, 
and usually placed high in a tree. 

• DlSTkimrnoNP:. Australia. 



/m 



s/lf}/Y figs 
mid sfrofig/eef 
&f if iree-iivhig 
fniit-pigemi 



(uirk 
phtmage 
mlh ii r/w/4 
green ginsei 



mSTItlKlTION 



New Zi^AEAND Pigeon 

1 he dull colors this stout fruit-pigeon arc broken up by sparkling, green and 
[Purple sheens. 'These help pmvide eamtiuflage among foliage* but the 
bird can often be detected by the loud flappiiig of its wings t 
steadies itself while clambering about in search of friitt. 

This species li\x*s in forests, sometimes venturing 
into nearby gardens and farmland with trees. 1 he 
diet includes fruit* berries, buds* flowers* and 
leaves from trees and shrubs. Birds i 
ct>me down to the ground to feed 
from small plants. 'They are 
seen in pairs or small parries. 

The male's display 
flight consists of 
a rapid ascent, 
followed by 
a downward glide with 
spread wings and tail 

• Nest a fiims> structure of 
twigs* built on rhe 
branch of a tree. 

• DjsTKiiurnoN 

New /ealand^ 



Fami^ Columbiimk: 



Lnphidmmus antarefiaiS 



Length i7i4in(4,Um) 



Plumage 



m. 



Family COLILMBIDAK 



Species nmmeseeiitndkte 



Length 2Uin(5l cm) 



tit 



Migration 



migrant 



dllVl-Mtii 



hhu-greiy 

pfum/ige 



DiSTlUm TKLN 
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Family psHTACIIJAK 



Species 



Plumage 



Plumage 



Habitat ftt fit 



Migration ^on-mif^rant 



m rm/ r/i ff/e/f 
hi I'X/Jfimef// 



s/ml /rgs 
s/irrnj' 
fir/ iif a tnr 
rfmikr 



Family Psi l'l AriDAI- 



Species TntiwghsFiis /mcmii/fifhis 



Length jp./, in (26 cm) 



Brown Lor\ 



Otic of the mtire soberly Loitered 
lories, this parrot feeds nvainly on 
cite niiwers of forest trees. Tt visits 
lari^e heads of tree blossoms, from 
whieh it laps nectar with its thin tongue. 

On the tip of the tonsne there are special 
projectirms that gather up pollen, d'he pollen 
is important to the birds, as it provides prorein 
in an otherw ise sitgars' diet. .Some fruit i.s also 
included in the diet, tkown Lories are usual I y 
seen in pairs, tit in parties of six to eiKht birds, 
in the treetops of lowland rain forest, and are 
fairly ctjinn'nm within their normal ranK<^. '[’hey 
litter shrin serecehes and short, harsh eontaet 
ealls as they move rhrotijtih the trees in search of 
foiKl. \\'hen feeding, the birds sometimes join 
c<jmpany w ith other blossom-feeding species, 
es|^eeial]y other parrots sueh as Rainbow Lorikeets. 

• NLST Unknown; however, birds have been seen 
investigating htjles high in trees during the breeding 
season, which may suggest eaviry nesting, 

• DlSTRIBl'nuN f orests of N. Newfbiinea. 

• KLMAHK Also known as nuyvenbode’s Lory. 



IHSTIilHITIO.N 



piir/71 



Rainbow' Loriki:i:t 

A vividiv c(dored and noisy bird, this species is often seen in chattering and 
screeching Hocks, feeding in flowering trees. It is common in lowland lorests 
and also in open w<>odlaiid and parkland. Birds teed on pollen ant! nectar, 
also eating blossoms, some seeds and Iriiit, and occasional insects, 

• NKST In a eavirv in a holhnv limb or tree trunk. 

• DISTKIBITION Parts of Iv. Indonesia: New 
{oiinea; S.W. Pacific islands to New' 

Caledonia: N„ K., 
and S, Australia. 

• I^KM AKk 
1 Mil mage varies 
over the range; some 
island forms lack the 
blue and red coloring. 



msTkim TioN 



tX^i .I.AKi:iJ 

Fok.vi 



pa/r//is 
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Species 



Length j ( 18 cm) 



Tahitian Lorikeet 

This rarely seen parrot has deep 
blue plumage all over, exeepi for a 
white triangle on the lower face and 
throat. The bill and feet are bright 
red. 1 his simple arrangement makes 
the bird unusual among lorikeets, 
which are generally vivid birds with 
complex patterns. The Tahitian 
l>orikeet lives on remote tropical 
islands^ where its main food is 
probably the nectar and pollen 
of the flowers of coconut palms. 

* NKST a hollow in a tree 
or a broken-off coconut stump. 

* Distribution s. Pacific 

Ocean: in the Society Islands 
(but no longer tx:curring in 
'rahiti), and introduced 
in the Cook Islands. 

* RKMARK Kndangered 
as a result of the raiding of 
nests by an introduced 
predator, the Black Rat. 





;^iil LHsrKimrrroN 

umform, deep 



short legs and 
strong fee! of a 
ireedweillng bird 



Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration ]sS on- migrant 


Family Psi ri’AUH>AF; 


Species Channowm pspoB 


Lengyi (42 cm) 



Papuan Lorikeet 

Living in tropical forests on mountainsides, 
thbeolorful parrot feeds in the trees on the 
flowers of epiphytes (independent plants that 
grow on the branches). It drinks the nectar 
and also eats pollen and the blossoms of 
the epiphytes, as well as raking berries 
and seeds. Its long, curving tail is an 
encumbrance as it hops jerkily through 
the twigs. Papuan Lorikeets occur in pairs 
or small parties and are seen in the upper 
branches of the forest, 'Lheir flight is direct 
but nor fast, with the tail trailing behind. 

Birds fly among the branches, rather 
than over the top of the canopy. 

I’heir calls are soft and subdued. 

• Nest thiknown. 

• DIS'I'IUBUTION Mountains 
of New Guinea. 

• Remark There is also a 

black phase {seep, l^) of this 
species, in which much of 
the red is replaced by black. r 



Mue-mtd-bltirh 
nape pattertt 




« he'o 
mitral tail 
feathers 



PI“F"a«®SL-xcs alike 






Mieralton 
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Family Psi ITAC.m^t: 



Species CffiypforkymhtiS ftmerm 



Length 27 (68 cm) 





Yellow-tailkd Black Cockatoo 

yeiiow 

" Th is lar^c , tore s c-d we 1 1 i n cc ickiitoo h as a mass i ve bill iha i cim 
destroy any ijnprfJteetcd wooden sfruetum^ whether it be a live tree 
or part of an avuir>^ eontaining a captive specimen. In the forest, the 
cockatoo tears tjpen branches to take out the lar^e, wood-bijrinii #»rubs of 
moths and beetles that form the greater pan of its diet, it also eats seeds, 
nuts, berries, and blossoms. Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos tive 
mainly up in the trees, roosting and feeding in the branches. 

"I'hey descend to drink at dawn and in the late afternoons. 

In spite of their size, their slow, flapping flight is light e 
bcumcy. I'he birds fly low^ t>ver the trees in search of 
good feeding sites, maintaining contact with loud 
calls. Adults utter a drawn-out, high pitched yell, 
and juveniles a growling note. 'The yellow 
cheek and tail parches arc conspicuous in flight. 

• NKST a spacious hiilltw limb or a large cavity ^ 
in the trunk of a tree, 
without any lining. 

• DlSTRIBlfTION 
K. and S. Australia 
from S. Queensland 
as far as Kyre 
Peninsula and 

msTRiiUTiON lasmania. 
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Family Psi nACIPAE 



Species ro&ficapUim 



Length ^4 (35 L.ni) 



Piumage 



Migration Non^nigranr 



Family Pj^i i-j’acjidai.: 



Species 



Length j2'/^ in (32 cm) 



Plumage 



fj ^ 



Migration Mi^raiit/namadtc 



COCKATIliL 



rtmed * 
/m/ 



A srronji;-nyinK parrot of arid country^ 
this spedes looks like a cockarou but in 
more adlc and active in its behavior rhe 
Cockatiel tx-’cnrs on open plains^ .sometimes 
with lii^ht woodland. Flairs or small flocks arc 
seen feedinf^ on the ^roimd, camouFlaj[(ed by 
their colors* rhey pick op fallen seeds of 
^^rasses» wceds^ shrubs* and trees, as well as 
eatini^ berries and visitiiije; harvested Helds 
to feed <in leftovers of ^rain. If alarmed while 
feeding, the birds fly up, often setrlini^ in a dead 
tree, where they make themselves ineonspieiiotis 
by perch iii|» lenji^thwise on larger branches, (flight 
is fast and diteec, with strong, regular wingbeats, in 
which the large, white wing patches are conspicuous. 

Birds maintain contact during Bight with a loud, warbled* 
double note. In some parts of its range the ( a>ekatiel leads 
a nomadic life, traveling about in any direction in search 
of areas w here Food is available. Other populations migrate 
between sumnier and winter ranges. 

• NIvST a hollow in a tree, often near or standing in water 
•DTSTRIIU iTION Au.srralia, except for wetter etnistal areas* 



p f piitfh 



Galah efmeni /m m * - 

* ... his sii^hriy 

A Kray and pink piHhr tmt 

etKikatoo watli a folding 
crest, the Galah is the commonest 
species of parrot in Australia. Large Btjcks 
maneuver in the air uver open country 
or feed on the ground* uttering screeching 
contact calls. 'I’helr habitats also include 
thinly wooded areas, as well as lines (jf 
wfH>dland along*side rivers* 'Fhc Galah 
feeds on grain and other seeds* leaf bnds, 
and insects. It also digs up root.s* tubers, 
and invertebrates with its bill, 'riie species 
thrives on cereal fields* Its numl>ers increased 
enormou.sly wncli the spread wheat gumung in 
Australia. It has long since come to he considered an 
agricultural pest. Galah pairs stay together for iitc\ and 
share the tasks of caring for the young. I’ledgling 
Galahs live together in flocks in the rreetops* and 
juveniles spend their first two or three years in large 
fl(x:ks that roam ahotit the country. 

• INKST A hollow in a branch or trunk of 

a tree* lined w ith a taycr of eucalyptus leaves. 

•DlSTRlIil ITION Australia* except for wetter coastal areas. 



Wf-stkrn 

Form 



phik phimn^i^t 
exmiiis Through 

li llht-Cl/h' tti fhi' 



DlSntJIUTk>N 



DJSTkllU :TI 0 .\ 



« ar^/>c 

mug 

puTfh 
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Family 



SpecSes tomius 



Length 14 in (35 cm) 



Eclkctus Parrot 

' There is j sttirclins’ Uifi’ercncc in color between the sexes in this 
stoutly built p;trrnr species. It is seen mainly in lowland Forest, also 
occurring in more open country where groups of tall trees are tbuiid 
Birds occur in pairs and small parties, in which males are mure 
in evidence than females. Fkicks gather to feed where fruit 
is ripe, and larger flocks arc seen roosting in trees. I he diet 
consists mainly of fruit, but nuts, seeds, buds, blossom, and 
nectar are also eaten. 1lie flight is strong but rather slow 
w ith deliberate, downward wingheats and fretpicnt 
short glides. li)urtng longer jcnirncys, the Fdeetns 
Parroi often Flies high above the tree canxrpy. 
d’he call is a raucous, screeching sound, 

• NKST a hole in the trunk oFa tall 
tree, often situated chase to the forest edge. 

• DlSTIUBi rnoN Islands (d'K. Indonesia, 

New Guinea, the Solomon 
Islands, and extreme 
N.K, tip of Australia. 



Female 




DLSTItItUiTION 





Plumage 


HeDitet ^ 


Miration Non-migtam 


Family PsmAt:i[>AK 


Species 


Length IK in (4x^5 cm) 



VuLTURiNK Parrot 

Bald-headed ness in birds is usually 
associated with eating messy foods, 
and this parrot has a bare face that 
may possibly be connected w ith its 
mainly fruit diet. It eats softer fruits, 
particularly figs, as well as blosstims 
and prtihably sips i>ectar from flf>wers. 
Living in mounrain forest, it sits for 
long per kids on high, hare branches 
that project above the Ibrest foliage. 

It tends to jump from twig to twig 
with a quick wing-flick, rather than 
using the bill ttj climb ahont. Birds 
screech ntusily during flight. They 

fly strongiy but slowly, 
with ra|iid, shallow 
wingbeaLS and the 
occasional glide, 

• Nh"ST Unknown. 

• DlSTkllUTION 

1 lighlantl forests of 

uiSTRiHtmt>N New (iuinea. 



Plumage 





re^f • 
itmierstde 
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Family p<;i n 



Poiyfeiis almin^rm 



17 /j in (45 cm) 



^cx.cs (JifTcr 



Habitat 






Mlgralion Nomadic 



Family psiTi ACtDAK 



Species Ptatywrrus fximijis 



Length |2 (30 cm) 



Alexandra’s Parrot 

1 he slender build of rhis parrot, and the long, narrow 
wings and tapering tail, are probably adaptations to its 
nomadic life in the deserts nf Australia. Its flight 
is undulating, with irregular wingheats, as it 
moves between the scattered trees tif its arid 
habitat or follows the Jines of eucalyptus 
trees that mark the presence of a creek. It is 
also seen in acacia scrub. Most of the day 
is spent at ground level, searching for 
the smalt seeds of grasses and 
other plants chat form its 
diet. Alexandra’s Parrot 
also eats tree blossoms 
and mistletoe berries, A 
quiet bird, it has a soft 
Twitter of alarm and a 

harsher, rattling call When alarmed, it flies 
up and perches lengthwise along a branch, 
making its outline less conspicuous. 

• Nest An unlined cavity, either in a 
hollow branch or in the trunk of a tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION Interior of 
W. and C. Australia. 



Fkmau-: 



Plum^ Sexes differ 



Habitat a 



Migration N„n 

-migrant 



Eastern 
Rosella 

With its bright plumage in the 
primary colors, and scald ike black 
markings on the back, this parrot b a well 
knuwn inhabitant of the farmland and gardens 
within its range. Pairs or small groups search for 
a variety of fotid, including fruit, blossoms, nectar 
from trees, berries from shrubs, and seeds from rhe 
ground. Because it takes fruit from orchards, it b 
considered an agricultural pest. It also feeds on spilled 
grain in harvested fields. 'Phe Eastern Rosella’s calls 
include loud metallic notes, screeches, and chattering. Its 
flight is undulating, usually close to the ground, with a 

final upward swoop to a perch, The 
male performs a swaggering display 
in which he walks on the ground, 
wagging his tail from side to side, 

• Nest An un lined hollow 
in a living or dead tree. 

• DlSTRIBirnON 
S.E. .Australia, 

DlSTRlBUTrON 



ifiii feathers 
are graduated 
* in len^h 
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Length ^37 






* ii&Uf 

build 



* bright 
red tfiii 



Family Psn-|V\ciir^E 

Golden-shouldered Parrot 

This parrot wich its subdued but beautiful coloring (xrcurs only in 
smalt areas of semi-arid tropical grassland with scattered trees. Here 
it feeds on the ground, eating mainly the seeds of native grasses, 
but also taking other seeds, and sontetimes blossoms and buds. 
Birds take to the trees when alarmed and also rest in the 
branches in the hottest hours of the day. The Golden- 
shouldered Parn>t has a rapid, undularing Bighu 

• NiiST A tunnel and nest chamber ate 
excavated in a tall termite m chi nd on 
the ground, preferaWy standing in Lvater. 

'Phe termites then seal the inner w^alls, 

• DiSTHIBl ITION Grassland areas of 
Cape Vnrk Peninsula in N.K. Australia. 

• RI^MARK This species is now 
seriously endangered owing to the 
illegal collection of birds for 
the live bird trade. Numbers 
had already dwindled 
probably because of 
the introduction of 
gra7.ing cattle, 
which ate the 
native grasses 



« goldeti 
shuulder 
patch 



« hng tau 
mvM turquoise 
outer feaihfn 



Pkmai.e 



iJlSlRIBlTiON 



Plumage gexes differ 



Family p^rj-JACIDAK 



Sr>ecles erithaeus 



Length 13 (33 



Plumage alike 



UlSTRimiTlON 



Gray Parrot 

A stocky and short-tailed parrot, this bird occurs in lowland 
forest and mangroves, svhere it feeds ort seeds, nuts, and 
oil palm fruits. It lives mainly in the trees, occasionally 
coming to the ground to feed on maize crops and 
to obtain grit, which it rei|uires m digest grain, 

Plight is fast, direct, and high. Birds are 
noisy, w^ith screeching and whistling calls. 

• Nest An unlined hole high in a tree. 

• Distribution iVopicai \v. Africa, 
the Zaire basin, and N. Angola. 

• Remark Because these birds 
breed w'cll in captivity and are 
easily caught to “talk/' they arc 
popular in rhe pet trade. 



hare skin round 
the eye • 



pofs^rjui feet 
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Species dwpkkfdma 



Length 5^. j ^4 j 



Doi iBLK-KYi-:n F icj-Pauroi’ 

I Respite its hri;r|it plumut^e. this little piirrnt 
is easily overlooked as it feeds quietly in the rain 
forest L'iinupy. It forages in pairs rjr smiill Hocks, 
searching for Hgs and herrics. seeds* nectar, and 
the grubs of wooddioring insects. 

Its Higbt is fiist and direct 
with short* shrill calls* 

• NBS'I’ A hole bored by 
the birds in a rotien tree. 

• DlS'J'KIBirnON 
New Guinea and istdated 
areas in N.K. Australia* iMiyAi.K 




DIHTmm TIOA 



Sexes differ 




Migration 


Famiijf i>srn wud vf: 


Specie$ Mu/fd 


length 7^, 



Bourkk’s PAiiiurr 

I his delicately eolored parrot is rarely 
seen in the wild. I^iirs or small groups 
ftuage nomad kally through dry acacia send), 
feeding on the seeds of grasses and herbaceous 
plants. Bourke s J*arr<it has large eyes 
that are adapted to poor light. It drinks at 
waterhtdes after sunset ur before dasvtu when it is ctioler 
and cbere is less danger from predators. The male shows 
rjff his blue underwings and Hanks in a raised-wing display. 

* NitST An Linltned lutle in a tree trunk* 

* DlS'rRIBLi nON interior t>f Australia* 

* RKMAKK This species breeds well in 
captivity, and color \ arieties have been produced. 




.Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migratian ^Jon-aitgrant/nomadic 


Family ]Jsn-|A(;it>Ai: 


Species pukhdla 


Length ^ jpj cm) 



Tuitoiioi.SK Parrot 

Small flocks of this beautiful species feed 
tpiietly on the ground in grassy areas bordering 
dry woodlaud, raking small seeds, buds, and 
leaves. When alarmerl, they fly into trees or 
bushes, '[’he birds Hy swiftly bur erratically, 
uttering stjft* two-note* 
whistling calls. 

• NFST a hollow 
in a tree stump* 
fencep(^st, or log 
on the grniind. 
•DiSTHIliKTEON 
uismim itoN H, Australia. 





Plumege 






MlgFatton 
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Familjf psi rrAfUDAi-: 



Specfes Psiifficuia rymiofephatu 




Plum-headed 
Paraki<:et 

The head phi mage of 

the male Plum-headed Parakeei is 
imrnistakaNe. Phis is an active species and 
tisnally occurs in small flocks that move swiftly 
over the trectops with rapid wingbears, calling 
with shrill, screeching mites. It lives in the lower, 
warmer zones of hill wood land, and in lowland 
ft) rest, particularly where the trees border 
cultivated areas. I'hoagh ntirmally 
w a vy ( if feed i ng a t gro u n d 
level, it often feeds 
on euhivated 
grain and rice. 

It also eats other 

seeds, berries, and other fruits, particularly figs, and takes neetar from 
blossoming trees. When no: breeding, it gathers in large communal 
roosts at night, but breeding pairs usually remain at the nest hole, 
guarding it closely against possible takeover by other birds, such 
as mynas. Its calls, though shrill, are fairly short and musical. 

• Nest a cavity in a hollow branch, or an old woodpecker hole. 

• DISTKIBUTION Much of the Indian subcontinent. 



Sexes tiifTcr 


Hebitel at fcf 


Migration ^on-migrant 


Family psi n AC^IIlAi: 


Species Psiitafulu tfilumlmtdes 


Length i5in{3Hcm) 



Malabar Parakeet 

The subtle combination of hues in the plumage of 
this long-tailed parakeet provide camouflage among 
le a VC s an d bra n c he s . 1 1 1 i ve s ma i it I y i n eve rgreen and 
broadleaved hill woodland, hut on the borders of its range 
it is sometimes seen in the drier woodland of lower altitudes, 
in the company of Plum-headed F^arakeets. I he Malabar 
Parakeet usually travels in family parties or small flocks. Its 
night is rapid and level, with fast wingbeats. I'he species 
gets most of its fixid front forest trees, taking buds, 
nectar and pollen from tree blossoms, nuts, and fruits 
such as figs and berries. Where the forest borders 
on to farmland, Malabar Parakeets often take 
the opportunity tt> feed on crops such as grain, 
vetches, and orchard fruits, 'I'his is a noisy 
species with a shrill, 
harsh, t w'o-sy 1 1 a b I c ca 1 1 . 

• NliSTAn iinlined hole 
in the trunk or branch of a 
tall tree, simaced high 
above the ground. 

• Distribution 

lirSTRimiTio.N SAV. India. 



« and 
turquoke 
nefk ting 





Plumage 



Habitat 



Miration jsjfjn-migrurii 
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Family Psi'l'l’ACIOAl^ 



Species Anodor^yni^kus hyariftthinm 



Hyacinth Macaw 

Deep blue plumage c>fTsct by 
the ycllf>w ehin iind eye patdies, 
large size, a Jong tail, and long, 
narrow wings identify this species, 
which IS the largest of all the 
parrots. It almost always occurs 
in pairs, which Oy closely 
together. Groups of pairs & 

or small family parties 
form small flocks. 1 lyacinth 
Macaws are often seen in pa Em 
groves. 'I 'hey are also seen in more 
open areas and swamps w ith some tall 
trees, and in forests ahmg watercourses. 

1'he diet includes palm nuts and other nuts, 
seeds, and fruits. Birds call loudly in flight, 
with a harsh screech* and if alarmed take 
refuge in the highest branehes of trees. 

• Nr:ST a large, unlined eaviiy in a tree trunk. 

• DLSTRIBimOlN Bolivia and Brazil. 

• RKMARK I'his species is threatened in 
the wild owing to trapping for the pet trade* 
but it is still locally common in some areas. 




Plumage 


HsWtalJtt iit ^ 


Migration 


Family PsriU ACIDAE 


Species nmaio 


LeogtJi 34 jn (^^5 




Sc:ari.kt Macaw 

I he brilliant colors of the .Scarlet Macaw, 
and its daily Oighrs between roosting ami 
feeding areas, make it a highly conspicuous species* 

St occurs widely in broken wuadland* in the trees of the 
forest edge, and in open country with scattered groups of 
call trees* Pairs keep together, and flocks are composed 
of pairs or small parties, d'he diet consists of a variety of 
fruits, mits, and seeds. In areas of human settlement, 
the Scarlet Macaw has become scarce because 
of trapping. The birds are usually silent when 
feeding, but utter harsh culls in flight and 

screech wdien alarmed. 

• Nest a cavity in the 
trunk of a forest tree, 

* DisTRim rnoN 

Mexico to Brazil 
and Bolivia. 



DlSTRim iTroM 



Rumagp Sexes alike 



imrf 

patik 
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Family psi 



Species A^rarm^t sohtififiik 



Sexes alike 






' Jsexes alike 



Habitat 



fit ^ Wllgration p^nia! mij^ruiu 



pisnitlUTlciN 



Family [\n i AC:tDAK 



Species CyYifttki<;em 



mre 
ete rin^ 



reverses 



BUirr toe 



hmn^ sheen 
on the wings 



PATACJONIAN PARAKHirr 

This parrot has adapted successfully to lile in operi 
i^rassland. It is ime of the very feu parrots that nest in a 
burrow in the ^;round. Colonies of biimnvs are diij:; imo 
cliff faces* often overlooking' a river or the sea. Small 
parties feed on fir near ;;roum! level* takini' seeds 
and small fruits* roosting either in their burrows 
Of aboveground on trees or teleplume wires* 

• NKST a burrow up to 10 ft m) long 
with an unlined cavity at the end, dug by 
the birds in a bank or cliff face* 

• DlSTRim'TION breeds in 
Argentina and Chile. Irregtibrly 
winters as fur north as N. Argentina 

and possibly 
1 1 rug nay. 



Sun Parakf.bt 

With its vivid, golden-orange head 
and neck, green wings, and scarlet 
belly, the Sun Parakeet is the most eye 
cateiiingof the smaller South American parrots* 

Juveniles have more green in their plumage and 
stand out less anitmg the tree foliage, d’his is a 
relatively uncommon species, numerous only in 
certain areas in hot, kwvland country* Habitats 
inehide open Forest, savanna (tropical grassland) 
w ith scatrered trees, and palm groves. Sun Parakeets 
usually (scctir in small parties, biu tend to congregate 
in larger numbers where food is abundant. 'Pile birds 
feed on larger fruits, particularly llgs, and also cm berries, 
nuts, seeds, and probably on tree hicjssoms. heeding takes 
place almost entirely in rhe trees, where 
Pocks are seen elamhcriTig among the twigs* 

■[’he birds are made even more noticeable by their 
shrill, two-syllable shrieks, which they fretpiently 
utter either when they are in the trees or 
during Pight* I’he flight is rapid and direct. 

• NRST .a hole in the trmtk of a palm tree. 

• DlSTRlliin'inN H.E. Venezuela, 

DlsTKrHlTJtJN the Guiamis, and N.R. brazil. 



mre eve nng 



gokkn 



imd nerk 



lUVIlNIlLE 



* given 
sefondtity 



blue rips of 
feuthen 
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Monk Parakhht 

A stfmr little parmt living in colonies in open wood land, [he Monk 
Parakeet i.s etmspieumis fcir its lively, noisy behavior Besides* 
breeding in their colony, the birds use it as a communal roosting 
place, which makes it the permanent center for all their 
activity. Krom here they disperse daily to feed, usirally 
on oj>en ground near trees. 'They eat seeds, nuts, fruit, 
buds, and bios sums and raid citrus tjrehards. Activity is 
accompanied by constant, short shrick-s and chattering. 

* Nest An unlined, domed nest made of twigs, 
preferably thorny, with a low, upward-slanting 
entrance. Each pair builds its nest up against 
the next, f<jfining a large colony in a tree. 

• Distribution sav. and s. Brazil, 

and through Paraguay to N. Argentina 

and Uruguay Introduced 
in E. North America, 
the Bahamas, and 
Ibierto Rico. 



Bl.l IE-HEADED PaKROT 

Darge-headed, short-tailed, and solidly built, this is 
a parrot of heavily forested areas, living mainly in 
the treetops. It forms fltjcks when not breeding, anti 
roosts in large numbers in the trees. Birds often fly 
for some distance daily to and from their roosting 
places, usually traveling in strong, fast llight high 
above the trees. In flight, they are 
noisy, w ith loud, harsh screams and 
high pitched, screeching calls. After 
settling to feed in the trees, they 
become silent. 'I'hc diet consists 
of fruit, seeds, and blossoms, mostly 
taken from trees, but birds sometimes visit 
farmland to take crops such 
as corn or bananas. 

• NKST.i\ bare, natural 
hollow, extended by the birds, 
in a dead or living tree, often 
high above ground level. 

• DlSTRIBiniON 
f rom (Josta Riea south as 

DrSTRlMTlON far as Bolivia and S.E. Brazil. 



Family Psi rrAf:ir>AE 



Species ftmMt'ki/s 



Length ^22 cm) 



Plumage djjffer slightly 



Migration 



Family Pj^m AcilMK 









Sexes alike 



» 



Migration j^^n^migram 



bhii k { keeh 
pnkh 



t) 1 S 1 'k]IU iTIOiV 



umk 
a 
S€iih 
breast 
pattern 



Jl’VKNIl.K 
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Family Psi rrACinAH 



Speciea arnirix 




YKLLOW-HKADEn PARROT 

Recognizable by the ali-yellow head of the aduk 
bird, this is the ntjrthcrnniosi species in a series of 
yd low-crowned parrots of the Amazon group. Pairs 
or small parties are seen in mature trees, both in 
forest and in more open places. The species is not 
lii^hiy gregarinns, though roosting flocks are sometimes seen. 
Plighr is strong and steady, often accompanied with loud, 
screeching calls. When feeding, the birds are rather silent 
and seem reluctant to fly, preferring to clamber and 
w alk among branches. They take fruit, seeds, nuts, 
and blossoms, either from trees or fn>m bushes. 

This species uses its foot to hold food tip to its hill. 

• NHST An un lined hollow in a tree or stump. 
st>metimes excavated by the nesting pair. 

• DlSl'H niU'nON Coastal regjcms of Mexico. 

Belize, aod extreme 
NAV. Honduras. 




IXSTHIIUTION 



\ 



Plum^e Sexes alike 


HaSitat Jtt itf .„1 


Mteratlon fslon-mignant 


Family Psn l AClDAK 


Species Affuizif fia /mfWfi 


Len^ 14^. Qj 



Blue- FRONTED Parrot 

As in most of the large Amazon parrots, 
adults (jf this Species have a bright patch 
of color on the head. I'he “blue bond ^ 
is a pale blue stripe above the base of 
the hill, in front of the yet low crown. 

'Fhe head pattern helps birds find and 
recognize me miners of their own .species 
aiTKing the many similar-looking birds that share 
rheir habitat. In the forest. Blue-fronted Parrots 
feed tjuietly in the upper branches of trees 
where most of their food is tfumd. Their 
diet ineludes fruits, seeds. niiLS. blossoms, 
and buds. In areas of mixed forest and 

farmland, they sometimes ve 
out of the trees and raid crops. 

• NP>ST a hollow in a large tree mink, 

• DlSTUniUTlON Forested areas 
of interior tC. and S. Brazil. Btilivia. 

Paraguay, and N.E. Argentina. 

• Remark 'This species is often kept as a 
pet and is sometimes bred in aviaries. It has 
a reputation as a gtn^d mimic of human speech. 




msTUiin iTio^ 




Ptumege tjexes differ 



Habitat jg fcf ^ 



Migration PsJon-mii^rant 
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Famny pjjrrrAClDAH: 



Species ^nUffiugit 



Length jf, 



St. ViNCiiNT 
Parrot 

I'hb Urge and impressive island 
parrot tx^curs in two color phases 
{^ee p, One phase is mainly 
green, the other broni^e, and lx>tli have 
liatches of blue, yellow; and tjrangc. 'The 
species lives in rain forest growing on 
hill slopes, where it feeds in the treetops 
on fruits, seeds, and blossoms. Pairs and 
small families form small flocks. St. Vincent 
lUrrots fly strongly and directly with rapid, jerky 
wingbeats, uttering loud, harsh, screeching cries. 

• Npst a cavity in a large branch or tree trunk. 

• DIS 'nUBUTlON 

T he island of St, Vincent 
in the E, Caribbean. 

• Remark Phis is an 

endangered species with 
a very small pcypulation. 

Its survival depends on 
conservation of its rain BkOM/K 

forest habitat, Pli VSF: 





myelinic: 

rmhip 



Plumage 


Habitat fff 


Migration vjon-miETjnt 


Family Psi rrAClUAK 


Species Q^fr^ptytis arapifrittm 


Length 14 jn ( 3 S vxn) 



Rim- FAN PARltOT 

1 he shaggy, elongated crest feathers and broad tail of this 
parrot make it instantly identifiable, particutarly when 
the bird is excited and spreads its crest into a broad fan 
framing the face. At <>ther times the red feathers are 
sleeked back, giving the head a llat-crowned look, d'his, 
with its hmiked bill and staring eye, explains why it is also 
known as the Hawk-headed lUmit. I’he species usually 
occurs in pairs or flocks. Its three main habitats are dense 
tnjpical forest, the more <jpen type of forest that occurs em 
ridges of sandy gnmnd, and savanna (rropieal grassland) 
w'ith scattered trees. Red-fan Pam)ts feed quietly among 
the foliage on fruit, seeds, and nuts, olten flying 
between the trees with outspread tails. Individuals, 

and probably pairs and families, roost 
in tree holes, Oalling birds titter wailing 
sininds, ‘V hacking’^ m>tes, and shrieks. 

• NtvS'f An abantloned 
woodpecker hole in a tree. 

• Dl81’RniUTlON Prom 
Clolcmihia and Venezuela 
titrougli N. Peru and the 

Dls I Ji t H l TJON ^ C ; II i anas into H razi I . 



aest raked 
• w a feta 



/tiitt-edgfd 

hmst 







H3bil8t jtt tJ ^ 




Plumage 



Miemlion 
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Psi riAci 



Species nfjUihiiis 



Length 19 (4H 



Ki^a 

[jiir/'e and heavily huik with bright 
nnin^e imderwings and a long point on 
its bill, the Kca is a menmcain parrot, 
h lives in alpine scrub, in grassland, 
and ai the forest edge in areas vvith 
winter snows. The Kea spends mtjst of its 
time foraging on the ground. It is hold and 
incpiisitive in its behavior, prepared to Uwk 
for new food stnirces and io explore around 
houses and farms. With its long hi I L it prohes 
the ground for inseets and griihs and tears 
into carrion. Other foods are hiids. leaves, fruits 
seeds, nectar, and hkissoms, Keas fly powcrlully 
and wheel and circle in the strong mountain winds, 
ealling with the raiieoiis "kee^ah" that provides the 
name, '^bimg birds form flocks, bm adult males live in 
territories and are polygamous, with up to four mates. 

* NliS r A rock ereviee or eavity 
under a rcK’k, among tree roots, 
or in a log, lined with moss, lichen, 
leaves, twigs, and chewed vvo<hI, 

• Dl8*riilHt rnoN Mountains on 
South Island <>f New' Zealand. 




sl/tfiig legs of 
• hkd 



Plumage 


Habilat A 


Migration [yftm -migrant 


Family psi f'jAf:[i>Ai: 


Species hfihmpt'dus 


Length 25 \n {f>.^ ^m) 



Kakapo 

1 his creeping, nocturnal bird is unique among parrots. Camtudlaged hy its ^ 
mottled plumage, it lives on the ground in groups. n>osting hy day in IkjIcs I — 1 
and emerging to feed at night. Walking slowly, it follows a network of paths 
and clambers into hushes and trees to fiitd food. It eats ^ stout huUd 

pollen-hearing cones from conifer rree.s. nowers. 
fruirs. and seeds, and als<) chews green plants 
for their juices. Aithongh it is unable to lly. it 
can make short, downhill glides. Breeding 
males gather at mating gremmis called “leks.'" 
each digging a hollow and advertising 
for females wirh a b(M>ming noise. 

* NlwH'r A cavity in a t)iirro\v, in a motHed 
low or fallen tree trunk, or in a crevice. 

* DlSTHlIU mON New ZealantI, in • 

s^mth of South Island, on 
Stewart and (jtlicr islands. 

• Remark I’hreatened 
with extinction by 
inm^duced rats and 
stoats. Survivors have 
been transferred to 

[iis rmiu TION predatfn-frec islantls. 





Sexes alike 



Habitat stt 



Migration ]si<jn-migrani 
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Family 



Species C^fjfkiitola cristata 



Length 3(j (75 




Grkat Bi.ue 
Turago 



upfighr crest 
is pennanenth raised 



A large rtjracu with blue uppcrpiirts, 
a red and yellow underside, and a 
broad cre.st^ this species lives in tropical 
rain forest. Here It feeds mostly tin frirest 
fruits. In the trees, the bird is agile and 
active, hopping and running along branches. Its 
llight ef>nsists of little more than downward glides 
and swoops, and it u.sually gains height by leaping 
between branches, nabitais include 
lowland forest edges, river valley forest, 
mountain forest, and isolated woodland in 
savanna (tropical grassland). U'his shy bird 
is not easily seen among foliage, hut small 
groups often gather and can be detected by 
their habit of calling in chorus, sometimes for several minutes. 

'Fhc chorus begins w ith plaintive cries, follow'ed by a series of short 
*"kok-kok’^ notes, and die.s down wdth deeper, vibrating calls. 

* Nh^ST A thin platform of diy' rwigs with a shallow^ central 
hollow; lined w'ith finer twigs, and placed high in a tree. 
•DlSTRIKi rnON IVopical forest in W and C. Africa. 

• RKM.AKK'I his is the largest species of turaco. 



OISTRIBITION 



Sexes alike 


HsSitat M A 


Migratian Nf^n- migrant 


Family MtisoBHAGlDAE 


Species Cnni/eroidfs hucogasitr 


Length 20 jn (S(J cm) 




nan'ow 

taU 



strong, 

kooked 

bin 



W H I'l'E-BELLl ED GO- AWAY-B I RD 

Soberly eolored in gray, black, and white, with an upright crest, this is a turaco 
of dry, open scrub and wmodland. Here it tends to perch conspicuously on high 
branches and is seen in flocks that cross open spaces one after another in 
flapping flight. Klying birds reveal prominent white bans on the wrings and 
tail. As each lands, it raises its long tail and tall crest. The name derives from 
the nasal, complaining *‘go-wayeerr” call, although a loud, barking note is 
also uttered. Single birds, pairs, or small parties forage among trees and 
bushes for fruit, flowers, and green pods tif seeds. 

• NksT An untidy, shallow nest made of 
twigs, usually in a dense thorn tree. 

• lilSTRIBllTION 
E. Africa, from Ethiopia 
as far south as 
lani^ania. 

DISTRIBUTION 



raised crest 



Plum^e 



Habitat 



Migtation Non-miKiant 
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Family y ^ rsoPH At J I D AK 



Species Jaaram entkrohphus 






PJumage 






Family esophagi DAK 



Species sthitUmi 



L-enEin 15 in (40 cm 



Ptumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 



Migration. [sfon-miKfant 



RitD-CRESTKD TURACO 



Despite its btig^ht, discinctive crest, this slender turaco 
is unobtrusive as it feeds among forest trees* I‘hc fme, 
almost hairlike texture of its head and hreast feathers are 
typieal of iiiracos* The red flight feathers flash as the bird 
takes off and flies front tree to tree, flapping at first, and 
then swiRtping into the ctwer of the foliage, The 
species lives in open forest and bands of 
forest along rivers, feeding nn fruit* 

’ Nest frnknowjx, hut related 
species nest on a platfornt of 
sticks placed high in a tree. 

• DlSTRlBLiTION 
W. Angola. 



reversed 
if lifer fife 



ifeti^e OYSf of 
fine feathers 



decorahtfe 
eye ting 



DtSTHlBimON 



ScHALOw’s Turaco 

Although it often rnoves around actively among brarrehes and has 
a striking, white-tipped crest, this turaco is often inconspicuous. It 
is a forest-dwelling species that occurs high in the trees, h’light is 
strong, with fretpient glides, exposing the red primary feathers 
rhat are hidden when the bird is perched. This species often runs 
along branches, making vigorous hops and leaps, and jumping 
from one branch to another Pairs nr small parties forage together, 
feeding on fruit, which the birds swallow^ whole; they later 
regurgitate the large seeds* When an individual calls, the 
repeated, resonant “krau-krau-krau” note is often taken 
up by (>thers. d'his may help maintain social contact 
between birds rhat are hidden in the foliage* 

• Nest a platform of sticks, in a bush or tree. 

• Distribution Forest zone in Angola, parts 
of E. Africa, and south as 
far as N. Zimbabwe. 



slender erest 
is mmsanth 



DISTRIIUTION 



raised 



Wing 

PAlTIiRN 



red primary 
feathers 



• reversed 
outer toe 



Wing 

Pattkrn 
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rhrstnut « 
wln^ p{itfh 
of ^uvemk 



Family CLICUJJIMK 



Species CJatmfor ghndarim 



15 in (38 cm) 



Plumage flexes alike 



Habitat 



Migrant 



Family QioULmAK 



species Cuadmeanoms 



Common Cuc:koo 

1 he loiuJ '^cuckoo" call of ckc male gives this species, and the family, its 
name. It feeds on large, hairy caterpillars and other small invertebrates, 
llie female watches a pair of small birds hnilding their nest; 
then, at an opportune mtmient, she visits it, removes and 
often eats an egg, and lays one of her own in its place. 

* NhlS'r 'niis bird is a nest parasite. A sirtgle egg is 
laid in the nest of an insect-earing bird 
which rears the young cuckoo. 

' DlSTlUIU TiON 

Breeds in Hurasia, east 
to K, Liberia and 
stmth to N. Africa. 

Winters in South 
Africa anx! A 

hroiif! tm! 



DisTiiiinrriOjV 



.InVKJNJILI; 



\sia 



Plumage 



« >^ 



Misraion 



Grka'I' Spon'Ko Cuckoo 

Muncini; in trees anti bushes for its iircy, this eucktio cats hairy caterpillars that 

most other birds find d is tasteful. It also takes other insects, particularly 
grasshoppers and locusts, and ocher small ereattires. Usually silent, 
it becomes noisy when breeding, with a song chat Is partly a harsh 
chatter and partly a gobbling sound. After hatching, the 
young cnckuo imitates the calls of the nestlings of 
the host species, begging for food from the parent. 

Belbre long it outgrows the other yoimg birds, 
though it does not eject them kom the nest. 

* N 88 T This bird is a nest parasite. A single egg 
is laid in the nest of a magpie, crow, or (in South 
Africa) (me of several species of starling. 

• Distribution iwo populations: 

one breeds in S. Eiirope and winters in 
W\ Africa; the ocher breeds in South 
Africa and 
winters in 
Tropical 
Africa. 



ms'i’iimi’TioiN 






head of 



juvenile 



Am IT 



* Kpotfed 
plumage 
retained ity 
adult imds 



* kng tad with 
tapenng tip 
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jrlossy « 

^reen plumage 



tmuflt el paikTU nf 
sunfighl ami 
from foliage 



FamiSy (^rcruDAK 



Species C^tysofofiyx eaprius 



LBngin 7 nw cm) 



Rgmage jjfYcr sli^lrtly 



Habitat fiJ 



Migration M|;,rani 



Family cir(:i.|,M)AK 



Species rt/KvirhoIImii^i/if' 



Length 2f, j|, (f,s (jm) 



Piumage 



Habitat tJ 



Migration xiij,„n, 



* orange 
e^e fifig 



« iae/hm 
stripe arross 
the r\r 



mu 



somctimt^s 



* mrred 
flanks 



DISmiBtTlON 



KM A I 



Didric Cuckoo 

C"(jmmtin in variety of liLibitats from open ftirest to jiav annu, this 
smaiL glossy green -and -white cuckoo feeds mainly oil caterpillars. 
Its name refers to the plaintive "deea-deea-deedaric” call 
used by males when breeding. VUn male displays with 
shivering wings and spread taiL calling etmiiiiuotisly,^ 

• Nkst A nest parasite; die female lays 
a single egg in the nest i>f a passerine birdy 
preferring those of weaver anti 
Species. 'Fhe yotingcuckfjo 
pushes the chicks of the host 
bird out of the nest. 

• DISTRIBUTION Africa 
south of the Sahara 
S.W, Arabian 
peninstila 



• ^Ldilte liars on 
outer rail feathers 
reveah'fi when 
spread 



(^HANNRL-BIia.RO CUCKOO 

\\ irh its huge, powerful bill, long wings, and long tail, in 
night this cuckoo rc.semhles a hornhill {see pp. 130— 2M). It 
is most active at dusk and dawn and sometimes Hies at night. 
Loud, raucous calls are uttered in flight. 'This is a bird of 
the tree tops, feeding mainly on fruit such as figs hut also 
taking insects, and sometimes eggs and small nestlings. 

* NKS'1' Piirasitizcs nests of eurrawongs, butcherbirds, 
ertiws, and Australasian Magpies {see pp, 3HA-2S4). 

• DlSTREHimON Breeds in N. and K. Australia. 

Winters in New (luinea 
and the i 
Sulav 



Jt 'V BNII 






iJlSTHUtl TKIN 



d O 



Indonesia. 



dark-tippeei 



Wing feathers 



I white fail tip 
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re/I 



nug 



jLfVENll.E 



long 

mngs 



OISTKIBl ITIO^ 



Black-billed Cuckoo 

Thi s is one of the many cuckoos that do not parasitize other species' 
nests* Instead, pairs build their own nests and rear their own 
young, with both parents sharing the task of feeding the 
nestlings. A bird of tree foliage and streamside 
thickets, it runs and leaps easily among the 
branches. Caterpillars are an important part 
of the diet for both adults and young* 

• Nest a eup nest of twigs and 
stems* lined with grasses and leaves* 
placed low in a bush or tree* 

• DISTRIBUTION E. USA 
and S. Canada. Winters in 
South America. 



Family CtrcULlDAE 



Species Q&ccytMs eryihmpthalmus 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat ^ 



Migmtion 



Migrant 



Family CUCLILJDAE 



Species Ceuthmochmts i^trtus 



Plumage 



Yellowbill 

Agile and active, this slender, long-tailed cuckoo hides in dense, leafy thickets and 
lives in forest and dusters of scrubby vegetation in grassland. Often ocemring in 
pairSt it takes small animals such as insects* 
slugs^ and tree frogs. It sometimes joins 
hunting flt}cks of mixed passerines. 

Although it is evasive and rarely 
seen it can be detected by its 
harsh^ low pitched “chaaa.'" 

• Nest This cuckoo does 
not parasitize nests of ocher 
birds. A saucer of sticks is 
built in a tree fork. 

• Distribution 

Africa south of the Sahara. 



DISTRIBUTION 
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Family QrcUIJDAK 



Species CrolQpkagit ani 



WA in (37 cm) 



Smooth-billed Ani 

With a short, squat body and heavy head, this 
disheveled-looking bird dtKis not resemble other 
cuckoos. It has a deep» blunt bill and a long, wedge-shaped 
tail that droops and wags as though loosely 
attached. Despite its ungainly appearance it 
walks and runs well, but its flight is ptjorly 
developed, consisting of a few rapid flaps 
interspersed with short glides. Feeding mainly 
on the ground, it takes grasshoppers and other 
insects, and follows cattle to catch the insects they 
disturb. The bird may also settle on the back of an animal 
and pick ticks off its skin. The species is highly sociable and 
feeds in small groups, communicating with a long, whining 
note. When resting, either on the ground or in hushes and small 
trees, the birds huddle tijgether, sometimes preening each other. I 
Breeding is loosely communal. Several pairs cooperate to build a | 
nest, several females lay their eggs in it, and the whole group 
shares in incubation and in rearing the nestlings. The young 
often stay with the grou|) and help to rear subsequent broods. 

* NRSTThis bird does not parasitize the nests of other species. 

A cup nest of coarse twigs is made, with a lining, in a thorny tree, 

• DlSTRIBiniON From S. USA (C. Florida) south through Central 

and .South America to W. Ecuador and N. Argentina. Also in the West Indies. 




Plumage 


Habitat A 


Migration fsJon-migrsmt 


Family CuCULIDAF 


Species Caira guira 


Length py 



Guira Cuckoo 

Almost always encountered in small groups of 8-10 individuals, this is a highly 
sociable species. It lives on dry, grassy plains with widely scattered trees. At 
night it roosts in flocks that perch closely together on the branch of a tree. 
Resting in daytime in a similar fashion, the birds huddle in a 
tight knot, nccaskmally preening each other. Flight consists 
of a labored scries of flaps and swoops on short, rounded 
wings, with a pronounced, dipping swoop when landing. 

Birds are seen flying one after another from bush to bush. 

Feeding occurs mostly on the ground, hut occasionally 
groups of birds forage in trees. A variety of prey is taken, 
including worms, insects, small lizards, and 
mice, as well as eggs and nestlings. The 
Guira Cuckoo nests communally, with a 

number of pairs building the 
nest and several females laying 
their eggs in it. The group cooperates 
to ineubate and rear the young. 

Ur * Nest This bird does not parasitize 

” i h e ne sts of ot he r species. A pri m i t i ve 

structure of twigs is built in a tree. 

• Distribution South America in 
DisTKtMmON Bolivia, Paraguay. Brazil, and Argentina. 




Plumage g^xes alike 






Migration [sj^ft^naigranc 
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Family CUCUUDAK 



Species ra/if&mmrtits 



LengOi 25 jp (58 cm) 



CjRKATliU ROADRUNNKR 

\\ itli ixs legs and narrow rail, this ground -dwelling cuckoo is 
famous for its iibiliry to run swiftly. It lives in arid, sparsely vegetated 
country and Is tifien seen hurrying across open spaces, with head and 
tail exteiuled horizontally, either to snatch up prey or avoid enemies. 
Although it can (ly; it eroiiches or relies t in its speed when alarmed. 
J^rey items include insects, lizards, seorpums, and young snakes. Pairs 
hold permanent territories, calling with a series of cooing notes. 

* NiiST Not a nest parasite; a cup nest is made, lined 
with tiebris, and placed in a cactus or thfirn hush. 

• DiSTklBi rnoN I>om,S.W. VHA 
to C. \(exieo. 






' hhte 
stfipf hehtmi 
the rye 



n 



• hng. tmi 

provules Imknn e 
whfu ntiumg and 
mamuvmng mpkily 
fm fhegrmitid 



short, • 
rounded, 
ft (tie- used 
w'mgs 



vs 

•t<mlepfor 

]|[^^ ftui ntnmng 




DlSTttim TlO^ 



Sexes alike 


Habital 


Miration PVon-migrant 


Family CuciiutiAi: 


Species Carpocorryx renmidt 


n in (6K cm) 



(]IORAL-BlLLliD GrOUND-GUCKOO 

T his long-Jeggetl, long^tailcd bird, with its compact build, is adapted 
for ground-dwelling in forest conditions. It lives in warm, moist forest, 
secondary forest (areas where the trees have regrown after forest cleanmce), 
anti scrub, ii^ lowlands and hills. 



Within these haliitacs 
it prefers areas (>f thick vegetation, 
running fast to escape when danger 
threatens. An evasive bird, it is diffieuk to 
observe, and Is thinly distributed across its range. 

It cats a wide range trf small creatures. Calls arc used 
to maintain contact between 
Individuals; pairs are heard “dueiciiig’ 
with a harsh, deep, whistling note. 

• NKST Not a nest parasite; a cup 
nest of tw igs and leaves is made, in 
a tree or occasionally (in the ground. 

• lilSTRlIiUTION From 

mSTKim moN N.w, Thai land m ,S. Vietnam. 






' * iong iegs of u 

ground dmdkr 







'’'“"’'■e® Sexes alike 



HaDital ^ 



MIgfatlon ]Sj(,n.migrant 
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Faitiily CpcUUDAK 



Ce » tropuji s upercHios tts 



Length 



^’***”*^^ Scxej; alike 



Opis"^i ikx:{).midak 



Species (jpfsf^f^cf?miS hrnmn 



Length 26 in (65 cm) 



Plumage alike 



Mlgratien 



igrant 



WHiTH-BitowKu Colic AL 

Slenderly built, with a long, broad tail and strong legs, this ground- 
dwell ing cuckoo is a bird of undergrowth. It w alks and runs rapidly, 
pushing its way through grass and herbage, and also jumping imd 
dambering among low branches. Although capable of flight, it 
prefers to hide in dense vegetation. 'The wings arc short and 
munded, and Hight is low, labored, and clumsy. The White- 
browed Ccjucal lives in grassy areas with bushes, overgrown 
marshland vegetation, and undergrowth, usually near vvater. 

It eats a wide range of inseets and sniall animals. 'The call 
is a distinctive bubbling sound, rising and falling in pitch. 

• NKST A large, untidy dome with a side entrance, made of 
grass, placed low above ground or water, in reeds or in a bu.sh, 

• DlSTHIIU Tlf>N From the Nile Valley in Sudan south 
through H. Africa, Angola, and Zimbabw e to South Africa. 

• REvMARK StjLithern subspecies lacks the white 
‘‘eyebrow'' and back marking,s. 



OlSTRlHtTKJN 



Hoatzin 

\v ith its large, heavy body and small head, the Hoatzin is unlike the 
cuekcKis, to which it is now thought to he closely related. It Inhabits 
swampy forest edge.s fifirdering rivers and lakes, where it nests above 
the water, Parties and small Hocks feed on green leaves, hhe Hoatzin 
eats large i|uantities (sf 



.\pi£y 

rrrs/ 



these, which it stores in 
its crop to digest, I’he 
full crop swells up and 
appears m weigh the 
bird down, making 
nto \ emeiit awkward 
and flight laborious. If 
threatened, nestlings will drop 
into the water below the nest, 
in which they are able to swam; 
they then climb back, with 
the hel[i of a claw on the 
forward edge of each wing, 

* NiiST A frail platfiirm of 
sticks in a tree above water. 

• DlSTKliU ITIO.N From 
Venezuela to [hjlivia and brazil. 



i?rtjp fmlging 
arj/j4 Tf fently 
eaten kiives 



dem 

palm 

leaf 



DiSTKiBt 
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TiTONiDAK 



Species Ty/aii/lftt 



Length If, (40 cm) 





Dark Phase 



Barn Owl 

This bird can be recognised by the heart shape*' 
formed by the pair of facial disks around its eyes. 

It has an easy, drifting style of flight, and hunts by 
flying low over open grmmd, or by watching from 
a perch before swooping c>n silent wings to sc i/e 
prey. The species can hunt in total darkness, 
locating prey by sound. Mice, rats, and any small 
animals that move are eaten, d'he best known call 
is a long, {piavering screech uttered in flight, but 
nes t i ng bi rds a I so in ake s nori ng, h i ss i ng ca 1 1 s . 

• Nest An unlined scrape or cavity in a 
tree hole, or in a barn or other building. 

• lilS TUlHirnON Much of North and 
South America, Europe, Africa, and through 

S, and S.K. Asia to Australia. 

Remark Color phases (see 
p. /3) range from light to dark. 



JJ/fely 

kinwi 

filings * — - 







DtSl’RIMITIOM 



hng, * 
powerftif 

kp 



Pl“"’age Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family '|YlTQNIt>AK 


Species p/jo^j/as /facias 


LengUi 12 in (30 cm) 



Oriental Bay-Owl 

A bird of thick forest, the Oriental Bay-Ow l has a distinctive 
oval face but is difficult to obsen-'c as it hunts at night among 
dense branches and foliage. The facial disks are narrow, and 
the inner side of each disk projects forward from the head at 
the top. This results in tw^o blunt projections of feathers at the 
upper end of the forehead, equivalent to the ear tufts of some 
“typicaP owls {see pp. 195—303). '^l^he Oriental Bay-Owl occurs 
in dense forest and secondary forest (areas where trees have 
regrown after forest clearance). By day it roosts in a hole in a 
tree, becoming active at night, wdien it often relies on its hearing U 
to hunt in complete darkness. The short, rounded wings and 
square tail enable it to maneuver through dose-set young trees, 
and it uses its strong daws to ding to vertical stems, one foot 
gripping high above the other. A variety of prey is taken, 
including large insects, frogs, lizards, 
small birds, and mammals. The call 
is a rising phrase of musical w'histles. 

• Nh^ST A cavity in the 
trunk or branch of a tree. 

* Distribution n, India, 

.Sri Lanka, and through A.sia 
DiSTitmuTiON I to China, Borneo, and Java. 






Habitat^ fcf 



'’■“'"ase Sexes alike 



Migration p*J(,n.migfaju 
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Famfct/ STRIfflDAK 



Qra.il sir&ps 



Lengtn jjin (20 cm) 



Plumage 



fct 



Migratkm 



Family g i j^ifjmAK 






Plumage alike 



tif >r 



Migration N„n_niigram 



Eurasian Scops-Owl 

riic sireLiked plumage of this tiny owl provides 
camouHage as the bird roosts by day. if alarmed, 
rhe bird stands motionless and erects its ear tufts 
vertically, relying on its ability io blend into tree 
bark tor protection. A bird of warm, dr>^ climates, 
it hunts in open spaces, and rests tn scattered trees 
during the day T light is rapid and level, with 
regular wingljeats. When hunting, the 
Scops “Owl su^oops tiown from its perch 
to seize prey with its feet, sometimes 
landing beside it first, raking insects, 
earthworms, amphibians, lizards, and 
small birds. Sometimes it catches moths in 
midair. This species is predominantly a night 
hunter, but males also hunt during the day w'hen 
the females are incubating eggs or tending the young, 
'The call is a penetrating “tyu” note, the female’s 
note being a little higher in pitch than the male V 

• NKST An imiined hole orcavit>' in a tree. 

• Distribution S. Europe east to Russia and 
W. China. Winters in N. and C. Africa and N. India. 

• RltMAKK In this species there are tw<j distinct 
coh^r phases (seep. 13): gray and rufous hrowm. 



DiSTRinmoN 



RUFOL5S 

Phase 



pos/vrr^ HTf/i fiarntrs 
sleeked 



kir^e eyis 
onmge 'mses 



Whitr-faged Scops-Owl 

"Rhis small owl can be identified by its white face 
with gray car tufts and large, ficr\ -urange eyes, 
d'he plumage is mottled, providing camouflage 
against tree bark when the bird roosts. When 
alarmed, it freezes into an upright posture whth sleeked-down 
feathers and erect ear tufts, resembling a broken-euded 
branch. If provoked into a reaction, it opens its eyes wide 
and snaps aggressively with its bill, ITe White- 
faced .Seops-Ovvl is a bird of savanna (tropical 
and siditropieal grassland) and thorn scrub, also 
inhabiting open forest. It is a n(K.turnal him ter, 
taking large insects, small rodents, and small 
birds caught while roosting. The male utters a 
two-note hoot; the female has a quavering trill. 

• Nest An unlined hole in a 

old nest of various birds such as a luracos 
i&eepp, IH6-!H1)^ some sparrowhawks 
{see p. 94)^ or crow s 
{ste pp 394^395). .Some 
pairs nest on the ground, 

^ • DISTRIBUTION 

IMSTRIBI ITION | Africa south of the .Sahara. 



tups 
not fttUy 
rriked 
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FemSty STRICMIAF 



Buff ft vir^miitjus 



Lenpn 22 j,i (55 cm) 



GRIiAT Hornki) Owi 

Lir^csc iimJ fiercest nf the Americiin inv Is, with 
liirf^e Ciir mfts sind a finely hurred bre^ist, this 
species ncinrs in \i niri;'e of habitats from 
rocky desert to broadleaved and coniferous 
frjrest. Dsuidly hunting by night, it watches 
from a perch before swooping silently on 
its prey. It takes any prey from insect 
size to hares, geese, and turkeys. Its 
call is a series of deep, soft htsots. 

• NKST An old nest of a large 
bird of prev, in a tree or on a cliff. 

• i:>lSTRliuJTION I'he Americas 

• KlilMARK Color phases (/>. /J) 
from dark to pale. 




IXSTRIBI STION 



VMM Pn VSK 




Plumage alike 


Habi'M fit ». 


Migration ^fon-migranr 


Family tj i RiLUjAE 


Species Hiifmhidm 


Ungth 28 ill (70 cm) 



Eurasian Eagle-Owl , , 

, ,,,,,,, />upr/s mmrm 

1 his powerfully btiilt bird is the largest of the world s owls. It has 

prominent ear tufts and a boldly streaked breast. Most of the rest 
of the plumage, too, is mottled, giving camoiiflage when resting, d'he Kurashm 
Hagle-Owl is found in most types of country', although it favors rocky outcrops 
and forests. In parts of its range it is active by day as well as night. It relies 
on sharp sight when hunting, taking a range of prey from insects to 
hares, foxes, ducks, and large gamebirds. T he call is a deep hoot. 

• NRST a hollow on a rock ledge or in a cave, or an old 
nest of an eagle or buzzard {see pp. 97-99). 

• DJSTRIERITIOIN Much of Europe, east 
to Siberia and south to India and China. 

• Remark rhere is considerable variety 
<jf color, with phases and local subspecies 

{see p. /J) ranging 
from dark to light. 



mmtkd 

phmHgf 




0% 




DISTKIIU TfON 



Plumage theses alike 



HatJitat « 
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Famity 



Species keiufin 



Length ^^^2 cm) 





bfifT irgs 
of a fish 
emriur 



Buffy Fish-Owl 

L(K)kin^ like an eai^le-owl (w/>. 197) in its general appearance, this 
is one of the fish-owls, in which a mimher of features arc suited to 
their speeiali/.cd diet. The lej^s are hare, the soles of the feet have 
sharp-edf^ed, spiky scales, and the daws arc lon^; and curved 
for snatching llsh from water. I'ish-owls lack the silent fli^^ht 
of other owls, wlvose feathers have a fine surface layer of 
downy strands and a downy edf^e that muffle the stmiid of 
the Hying bird 'rhe wings ttf fish-owls make a slight noise 
in night, presurnablv withtjut impairing fishing ability. 

1'he HutTy I ish-Owl occurs in pairs alongside rivers, 
roosting in the thick ffiliagc of trees beside water. 

1 1 unting at night, it watches from a bare branch and 
swoops to snatch fish from the w^ater surface, also taking 
crabs, crayfish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and s<mie 
large insects. It has a soft, musical, two-note, hooting call. 

• NiiST An un lined cavity in a 
large tree, or an old 
nest <>f another large 
ircc-ncsting bird. 

• PISTIL HU rnON 
S.K* Asia from 
Burma and 

msTKim rrroN ^ Borneo tea Java. 



P'“r"«e® Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migrstioo N„n-migram 


Family S i’mcmAK 


Species scanduuo 


Zi in (5S em) 



Snowy Owl 



With thick, white plumage that e.\tends to ^ 
the tt/es, the Snovvy Owl is insulated from 
cold and eamounaged against snrm; laving 
and nesting (>n Arctic tundra, it hunts by day 
as well as night. It feeds on lemmings for 



most of the time, occasionally taking larger 
prey such as hare.s, gulls, and ducks. Ilie 
usual call Is a single hoot, w hile barking, 
cackling calls are ii.sed at tlie nest site. 

• Nf:ST a shallow holhm in the ground. 



on a slightly raised site in open tundra, 

• DiSTKIlUrriON Breeds in N. North 
America, Greenland, and N. Kurasia. .Migrates 

beyond southern 
limits of this range in 
years of food shortage. 

r~ ■ ' 

A 




Sexes differ 




Migaion |„ij,rjrn 



Habitat 
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Sl’RIOIlMK 



Species nebuhsa 



Length 27 Jn (68 cm) 



CjRkat GRA’t' Owl 

>y//wa" 

J his ovvl inhabits the cold tores ts mid hirch ^ 

scrub of the far north. It has a rjuiuI head with 
very lar^^c feather disks on each side of its face. The 
tops of these stand like bold, questioningeyebrovvs over 
the small eyes. I'he Great Gray Owl locks sturdy but is 
in fact moderately sized and slender; its large appearance is 
created by a deep, dense layer of feathers extending to the 
toes and insulating it against cold weather. This species 
hunts both by day and by night, watching from a perch 
and swooping silently to seize prey. .Sometimes it plunges 
through deep snow in pursuit of prey. It roosts in trees, 
perching close to the trunk. I'hc diet consists mainly 
of small voles and mice, and also of shrews and small birds, 
* NKST An old nest of another large bird in a tree, 

particularly a conifer: 
or a holliwv m a large, 
Ijrokcn tree stump. 

* Distriiution 

Much of N. North 
.America and across 
N. Evurasia. Stmic 
populachms move south 
Irregularly in winter 



fitdnl 

disk 




PUSTRirU’TJON 




Sexes alike 


Hafiiat Jtt 


Migration migram/nomadic 


Family tj , 


Species Surma itiuhi 


Length 



Northiirn Hawk-Owl 

W ith long, tapering s\ ings, a long tail, and a h>w- 
erowued head, this species resembles a hawk or a 
falcon in oudine. It i.s an active daytime hunter and 
often leans forw'ard on a conspicunus perch to watch 
for prey. Flight is steady and direct, with short hursts of 
wingbeats alternating with glides, and quick turns of agility 
when catching small bird.s in the air I'he Northern Hawk- 
Owl usually hunts from a perch, though it w ill sometimes 
patrol slowly overhead, hover and then drop down onto 
prey. Voles are its main prey, but it also takes some larger 
mammals, birds are taken, and are an important item 
In the diet in winter wdien (jthcr food Is scarce. They 
are scmietimes seized in ilight. I'his species utters a 
deep, rolling hocn and 
sharp, yelping calls. 

• NFST A hole in a tree, or 
the old nest of another bird, 

• Distribution Much 

of N. North America and 
acros.s N. Hurasla. .Some 
birds move south in 

OlsTRtiu 'TK)j\ winter within this range. 





PSum^e 






Migration |„|grani/mima. 
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Pali^ 

Form 



Family Si Ric;nMl: Species uQciua 

Litilk Owl 

"Phis small, compact owl has a brnad head, 
round vvtng^s, a short cail, and feathered le^s. 

The small, wide-sec facial disks combined 
with the low forehead give the bird a scowling 
e>:pression. An occupant nf open places with 
s{>itiie cover, it is found in a variety of habitats 
including farmland, parks, and stony plain.s. 

It is active by day as well as by night, and is able to walk 
run, and hop^ Alternating bursts of wingbeats and brief 
glides produce a distinctly undulating style of flight 
The Little Ow! hunts by sight, taking insects, small 
mammals including rats, and small birds, 

• NKST a hfile in a tree or rtick face, a cranny in a 
barn or outbuilding, or a hollow in a rabbit burrow. 

• DlSTlUIU TlON From Europe east to China 
and south into Africa, 

• RKMARK Color phases 
range from dark to light. 




mSTRItilTION 





Plumaea 


Habitat , ^j|l 


MlgraUcm f\f on -migrant 


Family S1 HIGIIMF 


Species ,^'pf^fyffj/ rtfttktihtia 


Length qy,irL(24cm) 



BuKiiOWiNG Owl 

Small but hmg-legged, this is a ground-dwel[ing 
of open, grassy plains, The facial disks are wide-set and 
the forehead is low; imparting a permanent frown. At all 
times of the year, this species frequents a burrow in the 
ground, which is used for breeding in the season and 
as a refuge at t>ther times. Being mainly a night-time 
himrer, it is seen <>nly in the vicinity of the burrmv 
during the day, disappearing inside if alarmed. 

Flight is low and undulating, a series of rapid 
wingbeats alternating with brief glides, 'The 
Burrowing Owl hunts by sw'ooping from a 
perch or fron’t the air, or it may hover first, 
then drop down onto prey. It feeds mainly 
on insects, particularly grasshoppers and 
beetles, and sometimes takes lizards, 
snakes, mice, rats, and birds. It utters a 
cooing hoot and a ducking alarm note. 

• NRST a chamber in the old burrow^ (>f a 
ground squirrel or other mammal, ora burrow^ 
dug by the pair, lined with stems or dry dung. 

• IJISTRIBI rriON From S,W. Canada, W, USA, 
Florida, and Central America to S. .S<nith America, 







Plumage 



Migration ^3.^ migrant 



Habitat 
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Family S'J rIGIDAE 



Species \ggQifiis JuMereas 




Boreal Owl 

This small, tree-dwelling owl has large, high facial 
disks and close-set eyes, which c{>mbine to give it 
a surprised expression. It is always found in pine 
forest, both in densely grown rtacis and in more 
openly spaced fringes and clearings. Its flight is level Ji rvKNJLK 
with rapid wingbeats and straight glides, inaneuvering 
with great skill between trees and branches. The Boreal Owl 
roosts by day in thick foliage in trees, and is active at night; 
it also hunts by day when it has nestlings tes feed. Its diet 
consists mainly of voles and some mice, shrews, and small 
birds. 'The call is a rapid series of musical, cooing notes. 

• Nest An unlincd hole in a tree, ora nest box. 

• Distribution Breeds across N. Eurasia and in 

N. North America, and 
from Wyoming to 
New Mexico. 

Some birds 
migrate south. 




DisTKinuriON 





Plumage gexes alike 


Habitat ftt fc} 


Migratipn p,„tia| migrant 


Family S rRlGlDAE 


Species ^hmx HQvaeseehtidmf 


Length ,4 In (3S cm) 





Southern Boobook 

With a rounded head, prominent bill, and poorly defined 
facial disks, this species is typical of Australasian hawk- 
owls. Birds live in pairs hut roost singly in thick 
foliage. I ake nujsi nocturnal owls, it is mobbed 
by songbirds if they find it by day. Living in ^ 
any areas with trees, including suburbs 
and even towns, k feeds at night, eating 
mainly insects, and also mice, small 
birds, and other ereacures. Its name 
is derived from its “boobook"' call 

• NMST In a hole in a tree, 

• Distribution Timor, 

S. New Guinea, 

Australia, and 
New Zealand. 



DISTIIIBITION 



Sexes alike 



Hsbilal 5 fl 



Migration M„n.n,igrani 
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Plyma^e alike 



Mlgralion migrant 



Fafniiy S'i'i-:ArouNn I iidah 



Species ((itififmi 



alike 



^ St hi 



MtgraLlon |s^in^_,i’,jgram 



Family SthiciIMF 



Species f/f/fff/fjfus 



Length | (^ (3H ^n’l) 



hfig 

a]vV/;^y 



DiSTHiftirnoN 



OlLBIliD 

Adiipted for feeding on die wing at night, the Oilhird has large eyes, a 
strong, hooked bill surrounded by sensitive bristles* long, narrow wings, 
and a long tail. I hc legs are short and weak. Uy day it hides in 
colonies on letlges in dark caves, emerging at nighr to snatch Fkmai.H 
fruit from trees such as palms* On retLirritng to the colony; 
birds regurgitate the seeds so that these cover the 
ledges and the cave lltxir. lauid* screaming 
and snarling calls can he heard from the 
hundreds of birds in the cave. Inside* 
the birds emit clicks and use the 
echoes to fmd their way in the dark. 

• NbiST A mound of regurgitated 
seeds on a cave ledge. 

• DlS'I'KlIUlTlOiS 
I rtmi hi. l-anama south 
to Robv ia and east to 
Venc/ucIa and 'IVinidad. 



SHOin'-BARi:n Owl 

lyongwinged and with short cur tid'ts, this is an owl of tjpen 
places, grassy plains* marshland, and dunes. In these treeless 
habitats it rests on the ground or perches on small motinds or 
posts, and roosts in sheltered lu>llows. On the wing it flies easily, 
with regular* deliberate, deep wingheats and slow glides, the 
wings forming a shallow V. U hunts in flight* often hovering 
brieHy when it has sighted a victim. 'The owl seizes the prey 
in its feet and carries it elsewhere to be eaten. Mice and 
voles arc the main food* hut like m<>st owls this species will 
take any animal, from insects to moorhens and hedgehogs. 

• NKST a shallow hollow in the ground* made by the 
birds* either in the open or in low cover sueh as heather. 

• DlSTKHU riON Breeds in much of Eurasia, North 
America, and South America. Nurthern populations 

migrate as far south 
as Mexico* 

Africa, 
and India. 



smf// • 
efir mfis 



|>ISTKIIUiTtt>N 
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Famibf poiMIttHDAK 



Length ^(j (SO cm) 






Papuan Frocmouth 

1 his is unc of several nt>cnirnal birds 
that hide diirinf^ ihc day by imitating the 
a p p ca ra nee of a b roke n -e iid e<.l l> ra nch . 1 1 Ikis 
I mcly mtittled plumage and rests on a tree 
bnmuh or projeeting snag with eyes dosed and ^L~ 
bill uptilted, I’ail, body, head* and L>ill form a 
stiff slanting shape like a piece of wood, and the 
ragged tuft on the forehead helps to break up the '"W 
bird outline. 'The fmgmouth sits moEionless all day % 
among forest foliage or tm a more onen perch, singly 
or in groups of up to four. At dusk it opens its large eyes 
and sur\'cys the grouiul for prey. It sw(H>ps down and. 
instead t>f taking prey with its feet, opens its bill sma// 
and mouth in a wide gape and scot^ps the prey /^’ * 
from the ground. Inscets are the main fotKk but 
frtjgs* lii^ards, mice, and birds are also eaten. 

* iNFST a small, Hat nest made of 
twigs, and placed either In a tree 
fork or in a cavity on a large branch, 

* l>LSTmiHn JON New (niinea 

and extreme N.K. Australia. (jkAV ^ 

* Rb^M.ARK d'hjs speeics has nvo PhasK 

distinct color phases* rufous and gray* 



• lypimi upr^it 
poiHure 



« phim/i^i> 



Common Potoo 

A nocturnal, forest-dwelling bird w ith camouflage 
plumage, this is one of the species that hides during 
the day by imitating the appearanee of 
a hmken-ended branch* Usual Iv |i^_ 

stilitary, it perches upright on a 
sloping branch or the upper end of a 
vertical 



DlSTKJIUTKJ.X 



upright 
lasting 
■ pmtutr 



snag, (t sits with head raised, 
eyes closed, and bill tilted upward, 
looking like an extension of the 
branch. 'I he hill is short and slender 
with a downenrved tip, but when it is 
opened a gaping mouth is revealed that 
stretches across the width of the head. The Potoo 
becomes active at nighc. Opening its large eyes, it 
watches intently from irs perch and darts out to catch 
insects in the air, before returning to the pereh. Its calls ^H|| 

arc a guttural ''ho-wow,"* and a hoarse "'waark-cucu/’ When 
breeding, the Common Potoo incubates its egg in a similar 
upright posture to thar used during its normal davtime rests. ^ 

• NKST .a single egg is laid in a bare depression nr kmkhole on i 
a branch, at rhe top end of a hrtiken hranch, or on a hroken stump. 

• J)ISTKnUTH)N Jamaica, Hispaniola: from Me.xieo to Costa Rica. 



Mumage jjf,„ sijghtly 


Habttat m 


MlgraMon N„n_migrani 


Familjf iMvcTiBnrjAE 


Spectes jVnV/^/V/.r /am/nm/sh 


Length if>in(4Pcm) 



Plumae^ Se.ses alike 
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Family 1 1 1I :i. I DAK 



Species 



Length inUO tm) 



F K Li N E Ow I . hrr-N i o i rr.i a u 

"The iniig, hristlin^^ whiskers on the f;icc of this bird 
resemble thcjse of ;i CiiL giving; the speeics its jiamc. 
A iKjetumii] bird of mmintiiin forest, ir rtHists in 
timj*lcs of vines or in tree 
cavities* It is thon^;ht lo 
sniUch insects from 
where they rest, in the 
fiili:i;ie or branches. 

• Nl'^ST IVnbahly 
in a eavitv in a tree. 

• DlS'l'KlIUrnON 
N e w ( i u i ne a U i>t h I a n d s 





• /offg. tmirh 

seffSifk'f 

hkilrs 




HilOW.M 

PlIvVSI 



PI“"'age.Sexi:s alike 


Habitat A 


Migration 


Family C,,M>iiiMiii/anAH: 


Species C'Jtankfks mimr 


Length <fy. ii, (24 



Common Nigi rm awk 

(iray phimai^e, krn^, tapenn^^ vv iii^s wirh a white patch 
and a white tbmat band help to identify this nightjar* 
Durin^^ the day it rests tm the ^rronnd* on a post, (jr 
perched alon;^ a branch, bin it he^^ins to bunt tlyin^^ 
insects in the late afternoon, 
continuing after diark. Males 
perforro a display lli^hr in w hieh 
their vibratinjj wings make a roaring 
noise* I’be call is a Icnv, nasal note. 

* NKSTAny bare, flat surface. 

• DlS'rKIIUrnON Breeds in North 
a nd ( ]e n ira 1 A me r ica . W i n te rs i n 

UlsniiitETK^N Smith America to N. Argentina. 





Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration 




Family fjAFRLVin.t niJAF 


Species pff/m/opf^kus //rgffs 


Length 12 in {M>cm) 



S po'i'' rr: D R A li r: o-N 1 C3 h ij Ait 

I he plumage of this species provides camoiillage among 
dead leaves. It rests on the ground by day in (jpen places* tir>' 
woodiamL and scrub. At night it hunts in low lligbt. taking 
moths, beetles, and other insects. 'The call is a rising series of whistles. 

• [NKST a htdinw in the gtinind. 

• D[STKllUn i<).N Australia 
Winters as far north as Aru 
Islands off New (itiinea. 




fip 43>f kf ! 
* £i? v>;g 




ms'mim tion 



«Q 



/fhfi resihig 
rrf)S.^ek 



fmtkn 



Plumage alike 



Habitat ^ ^ 



Migration 
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CAPHS%nTLf.iin,\K 



Species Ayz/i/fw/z/aj ulbkoilk 



Length 1 1 in (28 cm) 



Pauraquh: 

I his species lives in fiiresE edges, seeimdarj' growth {regrown after clearance), and 

open scrub, nesting m more operi By iJsiy it rests on the ground or on n low 

briinch, where, in typical nightj:ir fashion, it perches lengthwise, crouching so ih:u its 
tapering outline looks like a projection on the branch. It hunts by night, in low, 
patrolling night or by darting out from a perch, to seize fiying insects such as 
beetles, moths, and firdlies. In flight, a white patch is revealed on each 
blunt-tipped wing. The Pauraque often rests on rttads at night, 'I'he i 
of this bird imitates its '"ptit-wltece*’ call, 
f r— » * NJvST a natural, shallow hollow in the 

ground, close to low -growing plants, 

JSS • Dismnun ION f rom 
S. Texas and Mexico south 
to Bolivia, Urazil, and 
N,i{. Argentina. 







MAlJt 

Tail. 



Fkmalk 

Tail 




Disnitiu noK 




dead kat^es 



^kkf t//ii stripe 
of m/de • 



Plumage jifig, 


Habitat fci ^ 


iviigratlon Myn-n^igrant 


Family c:AnmMiiLt;iiJAK 


Species p/iffi/mioptihis nuttadii 


H in (20 cm) 



Common PooitwiLL 

1 his small nightjar has a dumpy look, being short and rounded in both v\4ngs and tail, 
A two-syllable whistled *‘poor-wiir’ call, with a barely audible third n<Jte, give.s rhe 
bird its name. Being nocturnal, the Common Poorwill is more often heard than seen. 
By day it rests on rhe ground, in dc.sert sagebrush, dry' scrub, or open pinewtKjd. Ac 
night it hunts flying insects, either cruising low above the ground or perching on 
the ground, on a rock, or a low branch, to watch and By out to Intercept 
its prey. When nesting, it relies r>n canif>unage for protection. 

• NIsST A slight depression on the ground. 

• DISTKIBUTION Breeds in W. Canada 
and USA. Winters as far south as C, Mexico. 

• KI’AIAKK One bird was bnind. In sev^eral 
successive years, apparently 
hibernating in a rock 
ere vice in S.W, LLSA, 



t/nimufhige 
pium/ige « 




DLSTItmtmON 




4 



Plumage slightly 



Migration 
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Cap R] M l 



Caprimui^s furopaeus 



Length in (28 cm) 



Plumage Sexc'i differ 






Migration \jigmnt 






Family (;\|>ri\uiI.OIDAK 



Species hngipennis 



Lenglh g ^23 cjn^ 



Plumage 



Mpgration 



DiSTRlBlTlON 






Eiirasian Nightjar 

Rarely seen except when startled from its daytime resting 
place, rhb well cam<juflaged bird is best known for the 
pndonged, chnrring rioter on 
a rising or falling trend, that 
the breeding male utters at 
night, rhis sound is difficult 
to locate. The bird rests by 
day, on the ground or lying 
along a branch. By night 
it silently chases insects 
in (|uick» erratic flight. 

'The species favors open 
sires dose to trees where the 
ground is cuvered w ith leaves and twigs 

• NKST a piece of open ground, 
usually close to trees nr bushes. 

• DiSTRIBUTlON Eurasia and 
N. Africa, east to China. Winters 

as fiir as South 
Africa. 









STANDARD-WINGIiD NIGHTJAR 

"1 he breeding male of rhis species has one of the most startling 
forms of display plumage of all birds. Having evolved to lly 
in poor light at dusk and dawn, nightjars generally tend 
to display by flying erratically or by showing unusual 
white patches or shapes. In this case, a huge feather 
grows from the middle of each wing. Seen in flight, these 
appear as two long, slender shafts, each supporting a big, 
flaglike vane at the tip. In display, the male circles above 
the female with vibrating wingbeats, raising his two large 
feathers. These feathecs are lost after the breeding season. 

'The .Standard- wanged Nightjar occurs in dry, stony 
country with scattered bushc,s. By day it rests on the 
ground, where it lies unnoticed unless disturbed. 

At night it catches insects on the wing. U advertises 
its presence to females and rival 
males with a shrill, churring call. 

* Nest .a slight, natural hollow 
in a bare piece of open ground. 

• DiSTRIBli TION Africa south 
of the Sahara, irom Senegal east 
CO Ethiopia; isolated population 

DlSTRl0l^Tro^ in Uganda and W. Kenya. 






Jhgfike 

feifthr 



h HMALK 



www.thenzbplace.com 



208 • NON PASS K R I N ES 






Family 



Species Jachymarpns meUm 



Length gi/, in (22 cm) 



Sexes alike 



Habilet 



A 



MigraBon 



Family Al-ODIUAK 



‘’'"r"«K®Se*csaliki; 



Hsbitai 



Migration 



• f/h/hirthf 

kih 

patiii 



Alpini? Swift 

I his very lar^e swift is recogni/ablc in the nir* 
where si/,e comparisons are difTiciik, by its 
white helly. A powerful llier. it frequents 
mouncain erapi, lar^^e rcjck outcrops^ and 
tall buildings, which provide sices 
for nesting colonies. Unlike the 
Coin 111 on Swift* it tiftcn roosts at 
the nest sice. 'The call is a long> 
trilling scream. The diet consists 
entirely of insects caught in flight. 

• NHST a cup nest of plant 
debris and leathers, glued w ith 
saliva, on a ledge or in a creviec. 

• DlSTRlBLITlOiN breeds in 
S* Eurt>pe and thmugh K, Africa 

to the Capc- 
N or them birds 
winter in 
India and Africa. 



Common Swift 

Often seen circling in fast flight around its 
breeding colonies, this species never conies 
dovs n to rest except when nesting. .Among 
the most permanently airborne of birds, it 
even mates and sleeps the wing. The 
natural nest site is a hole among rocks 
or in a cliff, hut the species has also taken 
to nesting in the mof space of houses or in 
holes in walls, 'lb feed, the swift Hies 
along with its small bill tipen* revealing 
a very^ wide, gaping mouth in which 
insects are caught in the air. Prey caught 
for the young is stored in a pouch 
below the tongue. Tlie Conmion 
Swift even drinks in flight, 
skimming low' over lakes and 
rivers to scmip up w'ater in its bill. 

■ NBST A shallow cup nest of plant 
debris, and feathers caught drifting in the air, 
stuck together with saliva, and placed on a ledge or in a hole. 
• Distribution Much of Europe east CO North India, 
Mtmgolia and China. Winters in tropical and southern Africa. 



imtg, 
tfipFFirtg 
whtga fur 
susrmned 
flight 



htfg, 

.Kirn/Irr 

kid\ 



mSTRIBt ITION 



DISTKJHl rnON 



tmi h forked 
^heu md 
spread out 
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Family Ai«{)Ij||),\F: 



SpecE^B iiif umfitpHS 



Lengthy in (ZUcm) 



W H rr IM’H EiOATliD N E E I>L ETA 1 1 . 

A squardy built swiff with hing, skndcr, ciirvinf^ wings 
and it slton body, the Whitc-tbroLitcd Needktitil has 
projecting spiny tips on the short tail feathers* to 
which its name refers. In night it reveals its white 
throat and a curved white mark at the rear of the 
belly; It occurs singly or in small parties* catching 
insects on the wing and tittering screaming calls. 

• NivS'r A shallow batf-enp in 
a crevice or a hollow tree trunk. 

• DiSTRlIUrnON Rreeds in 
Asia and the Himalayas. Winters 
as far south as New Zealand* 





Juvenile 



FNuraage 


Habitat . . ^ 


MSfaU"" Migrant 


FamHy Apt>| 5 |l>Al- 


Species peiagim 


length 5 jn (13 (*^1) 



Chimney Swift 

"This small sw ift has long win^s and a 
short, square tail Ir lives and nests in 
Hocks* Birds roost by clinging inside 
chimneys or IujUcw trees, where they 
also nest. "I’hey are extremely agile 
in flight, uttering *short, twittering 
calls. At the nesting eolonie,s* extra 
adults often help feed the young. 

• NHST a half-cup made of twig 
fragments, glued trigether w ith saliva, 
inside a chimney or hollow tree. 

• DiK'ntnU-TION Breeds m M Car 
and LIS.A. Winters as far south as N.K. Peru 




/o/fg^ skff^/er 
m mngf 

\ 



* shun, 
square 



• uest Ai’vgy 
glued ^'ifh 
S(dk.m 




DIS'lKimiTION 



'■'‘""*8® .Sexes alike 


Habitat _ 


Mienant 


Family HKMIPKtX:NIIW: 


Species HcmiprfH'ite hng}petitm 


Length q (23 cm) 



Gray-ri imped Tree-Swiff 

Unlike most swifts, this tree -swift perches on 
I wigs in tree tops to rest. It hunts insecLs, either 
in darting sallies fmm a perch or in cruising flight. 

It often fjccurs in small Bocks, hut nesting 
pairs defend their territ<jry aggressively. 

Plight consists of bursts of rapid 
wingbeats and glides on 
slightly lowered wnngs. 

• NHST a tiny cup hir the 
single egg, placed alrjngside a 
tw ig on which the bird sits to i 

• DISTRIBI TION Malay Pen 
Sumatra, Borneo, Java, Bali, and Sulawesi in Indonesia. 




Plumage Sexes alike 



HabEtat . 



Migratkm N„i|.mjgnint 
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Family TROCHILIDAK 



Species 



Length 5 ( 13 cm) 



Grekn Hermit 

1 his small bumminKbSrd is called 
a hermit because it usually occurs sin^ty 
and inconspicuously on low perches 
in damp forest undergrowth* It 
visits a series of feeding places, 
sometimes quite far off, to rake nectar 
from flowers, and also eats small insects. 

• Nest a long cup nest of plant fibers, 
tapering to a tail, and bound with spider- 
webs to the inner tip of a leaf or palm frond. 

• Distribution l-’rom Costa Rka south as 
far as Peru, Also occurs tin the island of'rrimdad. 




Sexes alike 


Habltal A 


Migration migrant 


Family 1 'hcx:HILIDAK 


Species 


lenglh 4,/^ |„ (12 



WHITE- riPFED SlCKLERILL 

"Fhe downcuf\ing, strong bill of this small 
hummingbird b designed ftu probing deep into 
the curv'cd, tubular flowers of plants such as 
hcliconias. The shape of the bill makes 
hovering awrkward, so in.stcad the bird 
clambers over the llt>werheads on strtmg 
feet. White- tipped Sicklehills occur in 
rain forest shrubs or at the forest edge. 

• Nest a long, tapering cup nest of 
palm fibers, bound tti the tip tif a leaf 
with spiderwebs, often over water. 

• Distribution Forest zone 

from Costa Rica to N. Peru* 




iypiiYtl .'ilmrf 
legQjii 
humminginrd 



Sexes alike 


Habitat #. A 


Migration Non-mistant 


Family 'pRoemLJOAK 


Species C^pini€orusmm 


Length 47^ in 02 cm) 




DlSTRlBLiTIOiX 



Sexes alike 




Sparkling Violet-eak 

Occurring in open places with trees, this activ e bird protects a 
territory around flowering plants and trees, ehasing away 
eoinpccitors with a rapid, buzzing attack. It rakes 
nectar from flowers and catches tiny insects 
in the air, Sitting on a 
high, bare twig, it 

( repeats a quick *hsip" note. 

^ rhe display flight is a steep climb 

and a swoop hack to the perch. 

• N RST A small, open cup nest 
of down and moss, hound with spiderwebs and 
fixed to a horizontal twig, not far above the ground. 

• Distribution From Venezuela to Argentina. 



HbURat M 



Migf^tion f^on-mi grant 
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Length 31/^ if, 



Family 'fRoOHIUOAK 



BLACK-BR HASTED 

Plovercrest 

The male of this species has a long, wispy 2 
crest that is barely apparent at a distance. 

This is an mulergrowth-d welling bird, feeding 
on nectar and insects. Males display m ^ 

groups of scattered individuals, each 
s i ngi ng froin h i s own pe rch i n a bii s h . | Bfc 

• Nest a tiny cup nest made of plant 

libers and spiderwebs, attached to ^ 

a horizontal twig elosc to the ground. ^ hMAMi 

* DlSTRIBimON S.E. Brazil to N.E. Argciitina. 



horimntai 



hovrring bird 



h ng^ bare 

of 

otiirr tm! 
m feathers 



DISTRlIUmON 



derorntwe 
feather 
• disks 



Fork-tailed 

WOODNYMPH 

A solitary and tcrritoriaily 
aggressive hummingbird, this 
species lives in undergrowth, it 
tropical Forest and at the forest 
edge. It feeds on low-growing 
flowers and also on insects 
taken from plants or caught in 1 
The broad, forked tail is conspicuous in flight. 

• Nil ST A little cup nest made of plant down and spider- 
webs. saddling a small fork or twig, situated low in a bush. 

• DiSTRIBLTION From Venezuela to Brazil and Argentina. 



glistening 
green 
^ breast 



Ffmali- 



DISTSIBITION 



• bird resting 
fin fme foot 



PI am age dUTer 


Hat’ll' !tt hi ^ 


MlgrBtmn y^on^niigTanc 


Family I’RocHiUDAK 


Species lon^aiuih 


yA in <9,5 cm)/3 in (7-5 cm) 



Plumage 


jtt ft^ 


Migration js]Qn-migrant 


Family TrqchIUDAE 


Species T/t^iiyrama fnreata 


Length 3y^ (9 5 j 



Piumaie differ 



Habitat 



stt ft.. 



Migration jyfori-migrant 
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Family Tttcx]HiLii>AK 



Species TmtitihiS 



10 in {ZScmWA miiicm) 



Strkamkrtail 

With its black cap. laperinR, poiiiEcd 

crest imd Icm^ tail streamers, the male of rhis 
species is highly distinctive. I'hc Strcamcrtail 
feeds on nectar and small insects. As a bird 
of gardens and sunlit forest clearings, it has 
benefited from forest dearance, which has 
created mote of its liahitac. It has a loud, 
repetitive '* tee -tee- tee” call and often 
performs a s i d c way s-da n c i n g d i sp I ay d igh t, 

• NHST a cup nest of plant fdiers and plant T 
down, on a level branch, usually in a shrub. n 

• DlSI'IUHirnOEN Jamaica. 




t)lS'IHi|U?TK>IV 



Plumage 


Habitat (Jf 


Migration ]Sfon-nugrani 


Family 'J'RtxaHlLIDAE 


Tnpnsn pe/In 


7H in ( 19 em)/6 in (15 cm) 



Crimson Topaz 

A vividly colored bird occurring beside streams in 
seasonally Hooded rain forest, the Crimson Topaz is 
rare within its range. It feeds in middle and upper 
levels of the forest, takirtg nectar from a variety of 
flowers and also catching small insects. M'he 
glistening plumage is shown 
off in a frontal display. 

• NliST A cup nest, 
on a branch over a stream. 

• DlSTklBl niON 

Fwo populations: one from 
Venezuela to N. Brazil, 
the other in E. Ecuador. 



p bright fohr 
under the wing 







V 





. H 


4 ghssy 




Wm underside 




ff disp/nyed 




1/ when the 




IT bhd httvers 





UtSlTiUlliTKIN 



.Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Mlgraiiorv Non_n,j„rant 




Family 'rRtx^niLlDAE 


Species gnmnumhi 


Lfingfh 4 in (10 cm) 



White-tailed Goldenthroat 

1 his is a bird of open, grassy places, including marshy grassland 
and areas wucb scattered shmbs. One of the less vividly colored 
hummingbirds, it feeds in k>w tbliage, hovering to take nectar 
from flowers or to pick insects from leaves. It sings a high, 
three-note phrase from the top of a hush, 

' NiilST A tapering, cone-shaped 
plant 

material, placed low^ 

^ bush or in grass 
and weeds, often 
over water 

• Distribution 

r>tsTRim rnt)N Venezuela to S. Brazil 





Plumage 



Migration N^^n-migrant 
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Family 



Species OfrmvMiiS 



Length 5/, in (H em) 



Andban Hillstar 

A bird c>rhigh mini n tains, this species lives all year 
rmind in the sparse veKeraiitm and grassland of the 
Ptma Plateau in the Andes. On cold nij^hts it 
hecames torpid (inactive, maintaining a reduced 
body temperature) to conserve energv, reviving 
and becoming active in warm sunlight. In open, 
windy places ir uses its strong feet to cling ttj 
branches instead of hovering to feed. It cakes 
nectar from flowers, also catching insects. 

Andean Hillstars are unusual for dieir 
terriuirial be!iavit>r. The females hold 
permanent territories where nesting take? 
place, and after 
nesting the 
males nujve 
out and live 

elsewhere, usually at higher altitude. 

• NKST a chick-walled cup nest 
of moss, plant down, and lichens, 
s uspe n tl cd u ntie r a c I i ff ov e rh a n g, 
in a cave, nr under hou.se eaves. 

* DISTRIBUTION Andes from 
Peru CO Argentina and Chile, 




Plumage 


Habitat , ^ 


yigrsftlon ]S[on-migrant 


Family TrcX^HIUDAK 


Species 


Length (23 cm) 



Giant HLiMMiNCBiRD 

When seen in Hight, this dull- 
colored hummingbird looks mt>rc 
like a martin or a swift with a long 
bill. Its wiiigbears are slower and more visible than th(>s 
other hummingbirds as it hovers, batlike, in front of a II 
to rake nectar. It tdten perches to feed. This is an aggressive 
bird that will chase other species away from its feeding sites. 

Like other hummingbird species, it also cats small inseets, A bird 
of semi-open scrub in the more arid parts the Andes, at altitudes 
where the climate is temperate, it also frequents cultivated areas. 

Its si/.e helps it to withstand the low temperatures in the mountains- 
having less surface area rdarive to body si^e than the smaller 
hummingbirds, it is better able to conserve its body beat. During 
cold weather it moves dtmn tti lower ahitudc.s. 

• NKST a small cup nest made of moss and 
lichens, placed on top of a level branch or 

sometimes cm a cactus stem. ^Phe nest 
I for a bird (jf this size, 

I Andes from KetJador 
vvlantls in W. Argentina. 
; is the hummingbird 
: body size. 




DlSTRim !TKW 



Sexes differ 




Habitat 




MIgraton Non.mlgram 
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Family TftCXJHlUDAK 



Enssjera snsiftra 



10 in (25 cm) 



SWOKD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD 

T he Icjng, slender bill of this species doubles its total length. When the bird perches 
CO rest, it tiles back its head and slams che bill steeply upward, co balance ics weight more 
easily. This is also the typical angle at which the bill is inserted into the 
large, hanging, trumpet-shaped flowers 
of Daliim and sirniiar plants. 'I'hese 
provide the bird with nectar and 
pollen for food and are pollinated 
in return. I he bird also 

manages tci flitch irit/escenl 

insects in its bill hreastand 

in flight. Mly . 

iiny feel extended 
for hading * 

• NliST A sn>all cup nest of 
moss, usually set on a twig in 
a tree at the forest edge, or 
soinetimes suspended in 
root fibers exposed 
on a steep slope, ^ 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Andes trom Venezuela 
soucb to Bolivia. 



* iridescent patch 
a ri der the Tsaing 



iridescent 
underside of 
» tad feathen 



* tml spread 
for iiiading 



DISTRIBUTION 



Plumage differ 


Habitat A fW #. 


Migration Non.migranc 


Family Tj^of^HELlDAE 


Specie$ under^oodii 


4%ina2cm)/3in(7.5em) 



Booted Racket-tail 

The thick, fluffy feathers around the 
legs of this bird become conspicuous in 
flight. Although both sexes have these 
feathers, only the male has che long 
tail ending in small, rounded 
‘"rackets.” The bird.s are seen 
weaving in and out of the 
foliage in fast, beelikc flighi. 

They scop to hover before a 
flower, the fast-beating whngs producing 
a deep hum. With their shtirt bills, Booted 
Racket-tails prefer tree Bowers that lack 
petal cubes. In these flowers, nectar 
and pollen are whthin easy reach at the 
surface. Birds sometimes cling to fl owners 
to feed. While feeding, they utter st)ft, 
twittering calls. The species occurs in 
the more open types of forest environment, including the 
forest edge, feeding from shrub height up to the canopy. 

• NKST a tiny cup nest of plant down and 
spiderw'ebs, placed on top of a level twig. 

• DiS TKIBLITION Andes Irom Venezuela south to Bolivia, 



* feathenngi*i/oots''} 






hare shafts of outer 
\ fad feathers 



■MAl.T 



rounded 
feather 
* vanes 



DISTlilBUTlON 



Plumage Sexes difTci 






Migration Non^niigrant 
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Family TkOCHILlDAF 



Species 



714 in (19 cm)/5 in (13 cm) 



Rkd-taileh Comet 

This is a IsSrd of rhe arid scrub and open woodland 
ac the upper limits of forest on the .\ndes, 

BtJth sexes have forked tails with 

black -tipped, red feathers. 

The Comer hovers to feed, preferring 
red flowers. It often fans and waves 
its tail up and down while perching. 

• Nest A cup nest of plant fibers 
and moss, on a sheltered ledge or 
niche of a roek face, wall, (^r tree, 

* DISTRIBUTION Andes from 
DlSTKim iTloN Bolivia to N.W, Argentina. 





» h/ffrJt feMher /rpj 



Plumage Sexes cliffer 


Habitat ^ ^ Migration Mon-migrant 


Family 'I’rcX^uuidaj: 


Spades S^ampkomkron mirr&rhynrhum 


^'«“’3Win (8 cm) 



Purple-backed Thornhill 

An nniisually short bill for a hummingbird, and the 
niales shining, purple back, help identify this 
diminutive bird. It lives at the forest edge and in 
open, grassy areas with scattered trees, and is 
a sociable feeder, visiting flowering trees 
to take neetar and pollen alongside other 
individuals and other hummingbird species. 
Normally hovering to feed, it rrccasionally also 
clings to fltjwers. Insects are caught by gleaning 
through foliage or are hunted on the w4ng, 

• Nest a cup nest of plant down, on a twig. 

• DlSTEilHflTION Andes from Venezuela 
and Colombia as far south as Bolivia. 




Plumage differ 




Migration Mon-migrant 


Family ']'rex:hiuiiak 


Spades fj^iiomsster squanmm 


Length 4 ( | (j 



S'l’RlPE-HREASTED 

Startiiroat 

Green and violet iridescence on the crown and 
chmat and a dark breast illuminated by a verrical 
white stripe feature in the Scarthroat's hovering, 
frontat tlisplay. It b a bird of woodland edges, scrub, 
and tall grass with scattered trees. Usually solitary, it is 
seen resting near the tip of an exposed dead twig in 
a tree. Besides nectar, it takes insects in flight. 

• Nest a shallow cup nest, 

made of plant material and spider- spread 

webs, placed on the top of a twag. im! *- 

• DlSTiUBlTION E. Brazil. 



hotiizfinkiily 
beating wings 
as b ird 
* lands 





msTKiumoN 



V 



Plumage 






Migration Mon-migrant 
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Family Trochiud,\h: 



Species AnMlodiistiiiuhrk 



Rub Y-TH ROATKD H U MM I NCiBl RD 

[ his mif^ranr specie.*4 visits hirdfcedcrs 
and garden tlmvers in summer. Besides its 
main diet uf nectar, it takes insects imd spiders. 

• NRST a small cup nest made nf plant down, 

^ — E^ouiul with spiderwebs 

. and covered w ith lichen. 

• DlSTKIBLfTlON Breeds ii 
H, North America. 

^ ^Vinters in 

S. Florida, 

Ce n c ra I ^ 

Fi*:mai.k America, 



throat piitfh 



DISTKIB11TK).N 



Anna’s 

Hummingbird 



lrah\%tnit mr piift'h 



i/a/rsYfiit throat patrh 



1 jiving in woodlands, gardens, and scrnh, 
this bird feeds on nectar and insects. Males 
have a red head, fentales a rcd-fleeked throat. JP 
• NKST a cup nest of 
^ stems, plant dowm, and t|H 

V , , feathers, bound w ich spider- ^ 

f webs, and placed on 

V ^ level tw jg. 



• wfmfitght 
fmthem riifXY 
jof'^'imi m hhri 
hmei's 



DiSTkim ri'ioiN^B^HR 
Breeds in VV, USA, 

Winters as far south as Mexico, 



CAULlOFli 

Hummingbird 



light green 
r/w/; amt 
bark * 



1 his is North America's smallest bird, 
occurring by streams in canyon.s, uplantl 
meadows, and conifer forest. Tt takes nectar, 

mainly from red flowers. ^ 

■- ■ j • NiiST A small, lichen-covered 

Ijk. - 1'' : I cup on a twig in a hush tir Itiw tree, 

•Distribution 

flflj - Breeds in W. USA. 

A \m 

Mexico. 

msTKIBtiTtON rhMALh^ 



• (hagated. 

iridesreat 

feathers 



^ feet held 
nadvr the 
Mh hi f fight 



Plumage 


Habitat ^ ^ 


MlraUon 


Family rHtxani.inAK 


Species C^i/yp/f fffft/// 


Length 3 j^ ^9 5 j 



‘■i“"=e« Sexes differ 




Migraiion n,jgrant 


Family TR(X:iI 3UI)AF: 


Species eaithpe 


,V/. in (H em) 



Plumage 



Mifiration 
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Plumage 


Habitat 


Mlgraftion \ijgr^ni 


Family COLIUlAK 


Species iJpQfQUus nmcrounts 


Let^ 14 jn (35 cm) 



Famity TftOt'HlLIDAK 



Species S^Z/isp^o/yjs /n/as 



Rufous Hummingbird 



9 forfit^diffg 



Bright, nniigc-riifous plym;igc on die 
head and body of rhis hummingbird 
is enhanced by a glirtering throat 

parch, [r is hvety and aggressive, and feeds on nectar from 
[he flowers of low plants and shrubs. 

• NiiST A tiny cup nest, decorated with 
lichens, on a twig fork in a bush or tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Breeds in NAV, Norrh 
America, Winters on the 
gulf c(>ast, in S. C^^alifornia, 

DiSTRiiu TioN Li and in much of Mexico. Pr^MAU 





hmad, nokhd fifU ■ 



Blue-naped 
Mousebird 

I he name of this species refers to its 
long, slender tail, soft, hairy-looking 
phimage, and pkmip body, together with 
its habit of clambering and scurrying over 
and around plants, 'The feet are uruisnal 
hecause all ftuir toes often point forivard, 
allowing the bird to hang from a perch w ith all 
[lie elaws hooked over it. Bhe outer toe can be 
reversed into a more ni)rn'ial posture enabling 
the bird to hop, svalk, and run quite well, 'riiis 
species occurs in regions of dr^^ thorn scrub, w here 
it travels in level flight over short distances with 
whirring wingheats and occasional glides. I'he 
main food is green leaves. 'The mousebird eats ; 
large amount, digesting them ,slow|y, and it often 
has a potbellied appearance. Its habit of hanging 
from a perch with feet spread wide at shoulder level 
could be related to the need to aecomnuHlate the 
bulging er<ip and full stomach. Fruit, seeds, and 
some nectar are also eaten. Blue-naped Mousebirds 
are sociable and usually uccur in parties that rest 
clustered together, nw^sting in right huddles aiul 
preening each other. Most activities are communal 
and the nests are grouped fairly dose together. 

Birds call frequently, uttering a soft, piping, two- 
n<>te whistle, both in flight and when perched. 

• NKST .An untidy, shallow cup nest made of 
plant material, often lined with fresh, green 
leaves, and situated in a hush or a tree. 

• Distribution Tropical Africa, from 
.Senegal to Somalia and stmth to Tanzania. 





mSTRmi TION 



Ifl 


* Stmug ntiti M^ily 




versatile foot - in this 




photograph ail four tors 


* nmmied 


■ are di reeled forward ami 


wings 


\ the twig is gtipped 


used in 


k’twren the outer and 


shmf 


' middle front toes 






• shorter 




outer tftU 


r. 


jeathen 









elmigmed mitnd 
» tml fmther^ 



Ptumage 



Habitat 



Migration Js] on-mi grant 
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Family TrOGONIDAE 



Species Trogon curuati 



Length (24 cm) 



Blue-crowned Trogon 

In spite of its bright colors, this is ari incxinspiciious, 
fore St- dwelling bird with soft, dense plumage, a stout 
bill, small, weak feet, and an upright, watchful 
posture. Tt is uncommon, living in lowland rain 
forest, and tall secondary growcJi {areas \vhere 
the trees have regrt>wn after forest clearance). 
Perching in the middle or lower levels of forest 
vegetation, it sits quietly for long periods. The 
diet consists of fruit and insects. 'Fhe bird 
watches for an insect from 
a perch, then swoops out, 
hovers momentarily with a 
flutter of wings, snatches the 
insect, and takes it back to 
the perch. The song is a series of “kyou'’ 
notes, accelerating and then .stopping 
abruptly. There is also a low, purring call. 

* Nest a cavity in a tree, or a w^ood pecker 
hole, or a hole excavated by the bird in 
rotten wood or a tree- termite nest. 

• DISTRIBUTION From Colombia and 
N.W. Brazil as far south as l^eru,. Bolivia, 

Paraguay, and N.E. Argentina. 




Pluraage Sexes differ 


IK 


Mierallen Non-migrant 


Family XrCKJONIDAE 


Species 


\ 2 'A in OZ cm) 



Narina Trogon 

Sitting motionless for long pericid.s 
on an open branch, this quiet bird is 
inconspicuous in the upper levels of 
forest. It is mainly a solitary bird, although 
pairs sometimes perch near each other. The 
diet consists of insects, particularly caterpillars. 

The bird flies out to seize an insect from foliage 
or a twig while hovering, afterward returning to 
its perch. Insects arc also sometimes chased and 
caught in midair, and at times the bird creeps along 
branches in search of prey. Osuatiy the llight h direct 
and heavy, but the bird is capable of fast, twisting 
movements when chasing insects in flight. The Narina 
IVogon sometimes join.s the mixed-species flocks of birds 
chat hunt insects through the forest. 
*Phe male bird utters a soft, rapidly 
repeated, dovelike "*coo,” while 
flexing his tail up and down. 

• Nest An unllncd, natural cavity 
in a tree trunk, branch, or dead stump. 

• I^ISTRIBUTION Forested regions 

13 ISTRJ BUTTON of Africa south of the Sahara. 



# ffmrhffgs 
mi the face 











Mifflaiion Non.migraiit 
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Faitiily TRCXJONJDAE 



Species [{grpuffes diardn 



Ler^h in (30 cm) 



shori, very • 
brmid MU 



Diard’s Trogon 

A qukc and inctmspicuous bird, Diard s 
Tmgon is widely dtsrributed but nowhere 
common in che foresced lowlands where it lives, h has the 
rounded wings and long tail with square-tipped feathers that 
are ty pical of the trogons but, as in other Asiatic species, its 
back is rufous-brown instead of green* Usually occurring in 
pairs, it perches on bare branches in the middle and lower 
levels of forest foliage* Here the bird sirs upright 
and motionless for long periods, except for slight, 
w atchful movements of the head. When pursuing 
small insects such as beetles and moths, it moves 
in rapid and agile flight among branches and vines. 

The prey is grabbed w'ich a quick movement and a 
loud flutter of wings before the bird returns to the 
perch. Dtard's Trogon also snatches insects from 
leaves ot twigs while it flies, 

* Nest .An unlined hole in a rotten 

tree stump, excavated by the 
nesting pair. Sometimes the 
birds enlarge an existing hole* 

• Distribution s*e. Asia 

from Sumatra and the Malay 
DlSTRJBUTJON F^eoiosula to Borneo. 





Female 



Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat fU 


Wllgratlon Non-migrant 


Family AUlKDINIDAE 


Species Megaceryk sicyon 


Length ^3 ^33 




distribl:tion 



Plumage differ 




B ELTED Kl NGF I SH E R ' 

A big, shaggy-headed kingfisher with mainly blue-gray and w^hite 
plumage, this is a conspicuous bird (jf rivers, ponds, and streams. 

It is seen in unsteadydooking flight along streams, or pausing 
to sit on a prominent perch. From here it watches the 
w^ater below and when a Fish or other moving creature 
is sighted, the hitd plunge-dives to seize it* often 
first hovering briefly. Fish are carried to rhe perch, 
slapped against it, then sw'allowed head first. 

* Nest An upward-slanting burrow^ in a 
bank beside water, np to 1654 ft (5 m) In 

• Distribution Breeds in North 

America* Winters as far south 
as N. South America. 

Mirred 
outer U/i/ 
feff/bers 



Male 
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Algedinidai- 



Cerylf nufh 



Length j I j,^ |28 cm) 





Pied Kingfisher 

Boldly pjattcrned in black and white, with a short, shafy^' ercsc* this 
conspicuous plunge-diving bird frequents waters of many kinds, from 
coasts and rivers to inland marshes. It usually hunts in flight, pausing 
and lowering, with body almost vertical and head k>okingdown, 
he lore plunging to catch a fish, eniscaecan, or large insect. This 
bird is noisy, with high pitched, st|ueaky calls. 

• NKST a burrow in a sandy bank, with a layer 
of regurgitated fish scales and bones. 

• Distribution Much of 

Africa, Middle East, India, 
and S.E. Asia. 



s/uj^g((y r res/ hi 
p{/rth niheh 
position 



Fhmalii 



hirast immi 
of mnk 



jriSTRlBtiTIO^^ 



/// koveih^ 
mt 



Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration Non-misniu 


Family ALGEniNIDAE 


Species notweguineae 


Length |jy_, (4Scm) 




/i/nnt, 

/lenvv 

hiii 



{fork 
eye stripe 



Mie- 
tlpperi t^hig 
f&uerts 



DlSllimiTlGN 



Laughing Kookabiirra 

Largest of the kingfisiiers, this bird occurs in dr\' country, well 
away frtmi water. It lives in open forest and woodland, where 
it sw^oops dfwvn from its perch to snatch insects, lizards, 
snakes, rodents, and small birds. Young birds stay with 
their parents for several years as '"nest helpers.” Pairs 
and their helpers utter cackling ciiJls, w ith heads 
stretched up and tails raised, to 
advertise possession of their 
territory^ I'he bird's name is 
an imitation of these calls. 

• Nest An tm lined cavity 
in a trunk or branch. 

• DISTHIBITION 
E. and SAV, Australia, 



Mau-: 



Sexes difTci 



Habitat 






Migration 



-migrant 




www.thenzbplace.com 



NON4V\SSK RINKS • 221 





spmigkfi 
piitttTfi m<ifk 

« fe//!kr rips ■ 



Family Au:kDINII J.M<: 



Species /y,^ 



Plumage alike 



Migration ]s[oTi-mi;^r4nf 



Family Alcee: 



Species mniimPiro 



Length |j cm) 



Plumage 



« fit 



Migration N^on-mifiram 



SPANGLitD Kookaburra 



"T his is a lars;c, tliickci-dwellitig kii\^flsher 
with spL-ctROiihir plmuiige. It is common within 
its nmge, occurring in mnnsmm forest, at the fringes 
of swamps, and in thickets in savanna (tropical 
grassland), t 'sually it perches low in a hush 
or tree, scanning the ground for food. It feeds 
{)ii a varierv^ of invertebrates, indnding heetles, 
ants, and stick insects. This bird is sometimes 
seen in small Hocks, and it is possible 
that, like its Australian relatives, the 
,Spangled Kookaburra has a complex 
social system that includes ‘'helpers’' at the 
nest. I’he call is a gurgling noise, followed 
by a rattling, even pitched laughing S(mnd. 
birds also utter a single, loud “ktirk'' note, 

• NES'I” a hole in the 
side of a tree- termite 
nest, often as much as ft 
(5 m) above the ground. 

• DiSTIUBtITfON 
1 Ajwlands in S. New 
Guinea and the Aru Islands 

DisTkim I rioN (off SAV. New^ Cluinea). 



m/ri»/y fr^r 
pfrfhing 



IMSTtllKlTlON 



bfisf for pfrehing 



BuUR-liRKASTEiD KlNGFISHItR 

l\’pical of thicket -dwelling kingfishers, this bird is stoutly 
hiiik. with a shorter and bit in ter bill than those of plunge- 
diving species. It lives in forests bt>rdering open country, 
alsf) occurring in mature secondary forest (where trees 
have regrown after forest clearance) ant! in mangr<)ve 
swamps. Watching from a perch, it swoops dovv n 
[{) take insects and other small creatures. It will 
occasionally dive for fish. 'The usual call is 
a far-carr\ung series of 7-10 slow, plaintive 
whistling m^tes, falling in pitch and volume. 

• NBSTAn un lined cavity, bored in the 
side of a tree-termite nest, 

• Dl S'I'RIBl ITION hrighr hhte 

t ropical W. Africa. 



j^ilh upsirartih 
atf'ved lifter 
mrtndihh 



hnghr hkv 
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Family AlXKDINlDAH 



Species 



Length j 



Common Kingfisher 

Small and active, this kingfisher hunts 
along Streams and on the banks of 
rivers and lakes. It moves In fast, 
direct flight, revealing a bright 
blue nimp patch. Watching 
from a perch, it plunges into 

the water to take small fish or crustaceans, returning 
to the perch to swallow them. It has a short, shriU call. 

• NKST An upward-sloping cimnel in a bank near water. 
■ DISTRIHUTION Eurasia and N. Africa east to 
Japan and south to Indonesia and SAV. Pacific; 
northern bird,s migrate south within this range. 




Sexes alike 


Malsitat 


Migration Migrant 


alcedinidae 




S/, in (14 cm) 



Rufous-backed 
Kingfisher 

Th is vivid little kingfisher lives 
In lowland rain forests, where it is 
often concealed in the undergrowth. It occurs beside 
streams, pools, and puddles that lie half-hidden by 
foliage. In flight, the lilac rump patch is conspicuous. 

The bird flies low^ and rapidly along streams or through 
vegetation, alighting on any convenient perch over water. 

It plunges into w^acer after small fish, crustaceans, or aquatic 
insects, or seizes insects and other invertebrates on land. 

• Nest a deep tunnel in a bank near water, in forest. 

• Distribution Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines. 




Plumase Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ A 


“*8f®“™Nen-miKram 


Family AlcEDJNIDAE 


Species Todtrhamphus cA/oris 


11 in (38 cm) 



Plumage 




White-collared 
Kingfisher 

With a wide distribution in the 
tropics, this adaptable kingfisher lives in 
a number of habitacs, including inland open 
woodland and farmland, rain forest, and mangrove 
swamps. Its flight is fast and direct. When feeding, it 
swoops from a perch to take prey on land or in water, 
taking any small animals from fish and crabs to frogs 
and lizards. The call is a loud, repetitive “ke-kik.” 

• Nest a burrow in a bank, or a hole in a tree or termite nest. 

• Distribution isolated areas from E. .Africa to W. India; much of 
S.E, Asia and New^ Guinea; N. and E. Australia and islands in S.W. Pacific. 



Migratton 
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Famtfy TODIDAK 



Species loiifis 



Length 



Jamaican Tody 

Small and rcmnded, wkh a plump b<idy but 
jiinall feet, this is a hunter that sits and waits for 
prey, h watches from an exposed perch and darts 
out to catch passing insects or snatch them from 
the undersides of overhanging leaves. The call is 
a short '‘eherek.” Todies live singly nr in pairs, 
and defend territories 
on wootl cd h i ! I s i des. 

* NIvST A small burrow op lo 
U in (3(1 cm) into a low bank. 

• DISTRIBUTION 

Occurs only in Jamaica. Juv'ENtLE 




Plumage 


Habitat Jtt fcf A « 


Migration mi grant 


Fsmay Mo^fo'nr>AE 


Species Bmyphthmgits martii 


Length 




Rufous Motmot 

A sluggish bird of tropica! forest, the Rufous 
Motmot has the small legs and feet and 
large bill of a bird that sits and waits for 
prey to appear in its vicinity. It lives in 
lowland and hill forest, and in mature 
secondary' forest 
(where trees have 
regrown after 
clearance). Most of the 
time it sits high in the trees on 
a branch, flying out to seize an 
insect from a leaf or a branch in a 
sudden, abrupt movemenL (Jceasionally it 
drops to the ground to capture a small creature, 
and at times it follows columns of army ants to seize 
insects and other small animals as they try to escape 
from the ants. Rfcy items inelude many kinds of 
insects or invertebrates and small animals such as mice 
or lizards. The downcurvetl bill has serratet! edges 
which eimirc a firm grip on the prey. Larger creamre.s 
are carried back and beaten against the pereh. to kill 
them before they arc swallowed. I'he birds also feetl on 
small fruits, which are plucked in h< we ring llight. 

Rufous Motmots live singly or in pairs. 'Their calls are 
ofren heard from high in the trees at dawn, when birds 
make contact with other individuals, amid considerable 
noise. Raeh utters a soft, owllike hooting sound that 
echoes through the trees, making the bird hard to locate. 

• NitST An unlined chamber at the end of a burrow dug 
by the breeding pair in a bank or in the side of a gully. 

• lilSTRim fTION Two populations: one from Nicaragua 
south to \V. Kcuador, and one in tbe western Amaz{>n Basin. 

• KIvMAKK I'bis is the largest species of motmot. 




msTRiBi^TioN 



///tie ee/ges af 
ft //tg/ff fia//ters 



M't/ fentni/ Mi/ fet/ them 
an eU/ngated. Home t/ose/y 
re/ated t/iotnmis hewe 
« rat kit-tipped tai/s 



jjeorti tmi tip 
itisaa/iy sqaan- 
ft ended) 




Rexes aliki: 



» 



MiEfaiion iMon-migtam 
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Famkfy M|:ftoinD.\t; 



Species mtians 



Length iZ"/: in (32 cm) 



Ri:D-BEARD1iD BEli-EATER 

I'his fcjrcrst -dwelling bce-eRter has a dnwiieurved 
bilU rounded wings, ami loose, shaggy- looking, red 
feathers on its throat and forehead. It occurs singly 
or in pairs in the upper and middle foliage of forest 
and at the forest edge. Here it 
hunts insects from 
a perch. It has a 
chuckling call. 

• Nest a burrow' in a sand or 
earrh hank beside a forest stream. 

• DISTRIBI vnON S. 'I'hailand, 

i>tsTmmiTKJN Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo. 





Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration [sJon -migrant 


Family Mf^ROFtDAK 


Menps itmollis 


Length 9 ^^3 cm) 



s/ripi'd heufi 
• rfW tkrmn 



W H ITE-THROATED 

Bee-eater 

A ty pical bee-earer of open country’, this species has 
a thin, dovvncurved hill, long, narrow wings, and two 
thin tail streamers which are made up of the elongated 
central tail feathers, A useful identification feature is the 
combination of a w'hite brow, a white throat, and a pale breast 
below' a black neck hand. I'his is a migrant species, 
alternating between two habitats. It breeds in dr>; 
ver>' t>pen country' w ith stime thorn scrub, and w'inters 
in moiscer savanna (tropical grassland} and forest borders 
and clearings. Flight is light and fast, with frequent glides, 
either straight or in circling patterns, 'Fhe hee-eatcr usually 
hunts from a hnv perch, taking flying insects, particularly bees 
and wasps. It recognizes ones that are venomous and holds thent 
carefully in the tip of its bitL rubbing the sting of the insect against a 
perch or the ground to discharge the poist>n, after w'liieh the prey can be 
sw'allow'cd safely. Flying termites are taken avidly w'lren they sw'arm. Insects 
are also captured on open ground, as w e II as spiders and small lizards. This 
bird is highly sociable and often occurs in parties and flocks. In cooler weather, 
and w'hen roosting, birds are .seen huddling together in tightly packed row's on 
perches. When breeding, however, birds roost in their nest burrow's. Breeding 
usually takes place in large colonies. The flock selects a site and then all the pairs 
excavate their nest burrows simultaneously, apparently stimulated by the activity 
of the group as a whole, 'Fhe pairs slunv few' signs of territorial behavior and limit 
themselves to guarding a small area around the entrances to their 
burrow's. In this species, a majority of pair.s in a colony are likely to 
have at least one additional individual helping in nesting tasks, 
and up to six “helpers" have been recorded at a single nest. 

• Nest a tunnel dug in flat or sloping ehngtHed 

sand, ending in an un lined nest chamber. mUfeathm * 

• DlSTHIHlTION Breeds in a narrow' band smith 
of the .Sahara. Winters further south in W. and C, Africa, 

ijjslittmrrKjN 





Sexes alike 



ft,. 



Migalion 
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Family Mkkoi'IDaf: 



Species apktsft^r 



Lengih ^27 un) 



El tKOi^KAIN BHH-KATltli 

1 his hcc-eater has an unmtstakahk* 
pjcrcnv being blue iindiTncarli and 
bron/e iibiiVL\ with a yctlim thrnjL 
J [is wov en because die bird is usually 
seen in flight, the whulc pa teem is 
lint alwiiys visible. A vig{>jrous, lii jiiid 
‘*t[uilp’" call is idtcit ihe first thing to draw 
uttcnriuii lo the bird. The luirapean hec -eater 
fav firs open habinus with scattered trees and 
bushes. It spends ninth tifits time hunting in 
the air, but also perches on high, hare 
twigs and telephone wires. 'The diet 
consists fsHnseers, mainlv bees and 
wasps, caught in the air Sficiable ar 
all dines of the year birtls are almost 
always seen in fiarties or tl<K:ks. Nesting 
colonies arc loeated in earth lianks or cliffs 

• [NJHST An nn lined chamber at the 
end (jf a burrow up to 5 ft ( 1 .S ni) kmg, 

• Distribution Breeds from 

S, Kuropc and NAV. Africa to N. India, 
and in South Africa, Winters in much 
of tropical Africa, and in W. India. 



puinmi 

hiH 




hag, 

kipmng 



mSTUilJl TIO.N 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ __ Jfc 


Miration 


Family 


Species 


l .s in(3Kem) 



SoUTHliKN G ARM INK 
BKK-KATIiR 

A vivitlly colored scarlet bird with a 
tur(|iiuise head and rump, this species 
oc'curs in very large flocks. 'I’he twu 
central tail feathers are extended in the 
ffirm of narrow tail streamers. I'he species 
lives in open, sembarid savanna {tropical 
and suhtropieLd grassland) and grassy riv^er 
plains. Here it hunts low in a graceful 
night with fret] tie nt glides, uttering a soft, 
two-note call. If also hunts from an fipen perch and 
sometimes rests tjii the hacks of grazing animals and on 
ostriches {see p. or large bustards {set p. /JO), swooping 
otit to catch the insects they disturb. In addition, it cakes 
imseets fleeing from grass fires and searches tmt swarms of 
locusts and Hying termites. Nesting colonies are located 
on steep cliffs beside rivers. Cailonies consist of tens 
of thousands of pairs, each with a separate burrow. 

• fNltSl' An unlined chamber at the end of a burrow. 

• Distribution N. Angola north m Rwanda, 
east to Tanzania, and smith to K. Stmth Africa. 



• M/>/, 
hi// 




mSTRim ITMW 



Plumaep Sexes alike 



HsPitat 



Migration p.,rtbl migrant 
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* hluf 
^ing patch 



^ ehngatefi 
outer tail 
feathers fonri the 
• point 



JUVKNILE 



CORACIIDAK 



Species Coracias garrulus 



Length 12m (30 cm) 



Sexes alike 



Migr^bn 



Family CORACUDAE 



Species Coratim eaudata 



Length jf, (40 ^;m) 



Lilac-breasted Roller 

Idcnciricd by its lilac-colored breast and forketb swallow- 1 ike tail* this 
roller lives in dry* open places ranging from open grassland with 
a few bushes and trees to thornbush savanna (grassland) and dry* 
open woodland. Ir wacches from an exposed perch, then swoops 
down on its large* blue wings to seize prey from the ground* 
raking large insects* spiders* and sometimes small reptiles and 
birds. During the midday heat it abandons its exposed perch 
and seeks shade. It is aggressive and noisy, with loud* 
squawking calls. Similar wild* raucous calling is heard 
during the male's aerial display* which apparently serves 
to advertise the pair's presence as well as impress 
the female. The displaying male repeatedly climbs 
steeply then dives in rolling and twisting flight* 

• NI£ST a cavity' in a dead tree or termite mound* 
some 10— 16/i ft {3-S m) 
above the ground. 

• Distribution 

Froni Kthi<jpia 
through E. Africa 
and Angola into 
N. South 

DISTRIBUTION Africa, 



* white 
streaks on 



the throat 



Piumagp (Jexes alike 



fiJ Miration migrant 



European Roller 



A heavily built, blue bird with a chestnut back, this roller is usually 
seen hunched on a commanding lookout perch in a tree, on a post* 
or on a telephone wire. It watches for large insects on the ground* 
suddenly exposing its long* broad wings as it swoops to seize them, 
then returns to the perch. Insects are also caught in midair. In the 
breeding season* the displaying male flies high in the air and 
performs steep ascents follow^ed by wild, twisting dives that 
show off his w'ing colors. The display is accompanied by 
croaking and rattling calls. Breeding pairs defend 
territories, but flocks form before migration. 

• Nest An unlincd caVity in a tree* 
or exceptionally in a bank or cliff. 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in parts of 
Europe and N, Africa* Winters 
as far south as South Africa. 



vivid Mne 
wing patch 
shows in 



DISTRIBUTION 



hide ta d 



Juvenile 
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Family COR.\aiU,VK 



Species ^patuhta 



Length I ^4(j 




Racket-tailrd Roller 

^Fhc: tail of this roller has an elongated pair of outer feathers ending in 
expanded rips which give this species its name, A subtly colored bird 
of open woodland, it is sparsely dlstributecl wit bin its range. 

It occurs singly or in pairs or family parties, individuals 
feccling .separately but within sight of each other. 

Swooping from a perch, it cakes prey mainly from 
the ground, but alsrj from the air. It eats insects such 
as flying ants and termites, as 
well as gra.ss hoppers, crickets, 
centipedes, and scorpions. 

• Nl{ST An unlined cavity 
in a branch or tree trunk, 

• l>ISTRIBUT10N 
S. Angola, S.E. Zaire. 
and through 

Zimbabwe ta tmifeathen 

N.K. South 
Africa. 



Plumage gg,((.s, 


Habitat 


MIgrMlon ]S[f>n-migrant 


Fam lly | j kA(;H YI^I’E RAC 1 1 DAK 


Sp^ties Uraehyptersdm squamigera 


Length 12/, in (32 cm) 



Scaled Ground-Roller 

With a heavy head and a stout bill, this is a cpiiet, secretive bird of the shady 
rain hirest floor, preferring darker and more heavily vegetated areas. I he 
scaly pattern on its plumage provides camouflage against leaf litter. In 
spite of having long legs, usually associated with rapid movement on 
the ground, this is a sluggish bird. It takes a few steps or makes 
a short run he hue pausing and remaining still. Prey 
items include earthworms, insects, spiders, and 
snails. "Hte short, 
rounded wings 
are used only 
for brief flights to 

low perches, with rapid, whirring wingbeats, 

• NBST a cavity lined with dead leaves at the 
end of a burrow up to 314 ft (1 m) long in the 
ground or in a low bank. 

• Distribution 

NhK, Madagascar. 

long legs of I 
a gmund 
feeder 

DisTiimiriioN 




^horf, 

rounded 

wings 





Plumage Sexes alike 



HabHat ftt 



Migiatim Non-miRrant 
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LEn'OSOMA'l lOAK 



Cuckoo-Rollkk 



Species /j^p/asomffs //istvhr 



Length 20 in (50 cm) 



This species h'As the shon; kgs, heavy bill, and 
large head a roller 226-lil), but with its 

long wings and tail it has a slight resemblance m a 
cuckoo IH8-I91). A bird tjf tropical forest 

and open woodland, it feeds on insects, particularly 
hairy^ eatcrpilkrs, and als<i takes chameleons. Liquid, 
wbisrling notes are uttered from a perch, nr in 
circling flight over the territory. 

• NLST a h(de in a tree. 

• DIKTRIBUTION 
Madagascar 



Malk 



frdthen' titffkd mid 
rmsed ijs hird 
turns Its 




IMSTKIBtiTtON 




Piumage differ 


Habitat 


Migiation Non-migrant 


Family yHimnAK 


Species IJpfip^jfpf^ps 


Lengtn \ ]Y^ ]n ( 29 cm) 



Hoopoe 

Unmistakable with its bold coloring and crest, the 1 Inopoe 
has stripes that, like those of a j^ebra, merge inio the backgrou nd 
when seen at a distance. It feeds mostly on rhe ground, probing for 
insects and small lizards. The call is a soft, repeated *1mop"' sound. 

• NHST a hole in a tree, termite mound, or wall. 

• DlS rRIBUTION Kurasia, Africa, and Madagascar. Northern 
populations winter in tropical Africa, India, and S.K* Asia. 

• R KM ARK Hoopoes breeding south of the Sahara are 
snmerimes regarded 
as a separate species. 



/rest ts 
dimosr 
lo^Yfrd 



iJiftTRim lTr^>^ 



PSum^e Seses alike 





■ Mdfi' kiU ^ 'tih white 
hiitid revmkd inflight 






Migration niigrant 
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Family PnOENIt:irLitMH 



Species puf/n//ra. 



16 in ( 4 ()cm> 



GRiiiiN Wood- Hoopoe 

Adapted for clambering (>n tree trtinksand 
limnchcSv ibis species has short, sironj^ legs and 
sharp claws for gripping bark firmly. J'lie long, 
griubiated call with a w hite bar near the feather 
tips is used, either dosed or spread, 
as a support. In flight a white wing bar 
is revealed, d’his bird occurs w herever 
there are large trees except in tliiek rain 
forest, individuals follow ing each oilier in single 
file in short flights from tine rree to another. Green 
Wood-f loopiies probe inro ere vices and holes wirh their 
long, slender, slightly curved bills, feeding on inseets 
and ocher invertebrates, together with stmie fruit siieh 
as lie fries, f’his speeies is sociable and lives in small 
parties of up to 16 indivkluals, which are musy with loud, 
cackling calls. I'bese are fretpiently used in social display 
in w hich several birds perform a rapid, exaggerated hcwving 
movement, vigorously flexing the tail up and down. Other 
members of the party help a dominant pair by feeding the 
incubating female and the nestlings when hatched 

• NivST.\ natural cavity in a tree, or an old wcHidpccker 
hole, up m 72 ft (22 m) above the ground. 

• DlSTKim rnON Africa south of the .Sahara, 




Plumaga Sexes alike 


Habitat JiJ ^ ^ 


Migration Non- migrant 


Family l>Hoi;Nl(aH.ll>AK 


Species fi/if/jopffmm/ffS rye/f/f/me/ns 


LenglU (2Bcm) 



Common Scimitakbi i j. 

A slender litrd, the Seimlcarhill is adapted for 
foraging and clambering among trees. The legs 
are short and the feet strong, wiih sharp claws for 
maiutairiing a smmggrip the hark. It is agile 
and aerobatic and often feeds w hile hanging 
upside down. I'he plumage is dark, glossed 
vvirh vi(det-bliie in the male. Seimitarbills 
probe holes and crevices w ith their long, 
slender, curved bills in search of beetles and 
spiders, and also catch large inseets such as 
preying mantises. 'I'hey use their long tails 
to su|iport themselves w hile feeding, I’hey 
have rounded w ings, and this species has a 
white w ingbar that is revealetl in llighc. It 
lives in trees in woodland and iir\^, open scrub, 
usually occurring singly or in pairs, and nesting 
in isolated pairs. Howev er, it often joins parries 
of mixet! bird specic.s feeding in woodland, 
d he cal! is a series of plaintive w histles. 

• NivST A narrow hollcwv in a tree trunk. 

• DESd’KlBt TlON I'rom Somalia and Kenya 
through K. .Africa to Angola and sou them Africa. 




Sexes difl’er slightly 



tif 



Migraiion 
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Family BnCKRO'I JDAi; 



Species 5: erythmiiiynchus 



Lenglli 1 71/, ^5 




.InvHNll.K 



Rhd-billkd Hornbill 

This is a small, slender hnrnbili with a narrow; 
downcurved bill [fsiially tK.x’urrin^r in pairs or small 
parties, it gathers into flocks at ati abundant food 
source. Red-billed Hombtlls feed by hopping on 
the ground, searching the surface and probing 
holes for insects. 'They fotkjw the paths of 
game animals in order to hunt for dung beetles. 

• NKST a hole in a tree, sparsely lined with plants. The female inside 
ihe nesr, helped by the male outside, plasters the entrance with mud and 
drtippings, leaving only a narrow slit, l ive male brings food 
which is passed through the slit, and droppings are 
st|iiirred out. d'he female leaves when the 
young are half-grown, and they reseal 
the nesr until ready to leav e. 

• DlSTKim rnON Kmm the - 

S. Sahara through 
E. Africa to South 
Africa. 







ntsTJummoN' 



Humage 


Habitat , 


Migration 


Faimiiy Birci-KfyriDAK 


Species buthutior 


^■26 in (65 cm)/23 in {58 cm) 




TKiiMFiiTER Hornbill 

A heavily built hornhil! of forest and woodland, 
this species has a king, curved cast|ue t>n the cop of 
its hill. It feeds mainly on fruit and insects found in 
the trees, and normally occurs in small flocks, JitvHMLii 

• Nest A natural hole in a tree, ‘The female 

seals herself in by plastering the entrance with a mixture of 
mud and droppings, leaving only a narrow, vercical slit. The 
male brings all the foorl for the female and the young. 

All birds 
leav e the 
nest at 

the same time. 

• DlSTRIBllTlON 
E. and C. Africa. 



hti-ge fmque {.Khimer 
hi fhefemak} 




I >1 SI Hint 'TKJ.N 



Plumage 



Stt 



Mijratton jsi„n-inif;ran[ 
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A large, diirk hornbill. this bird 
walks and forages tm die ground 
most of rhe time, although it 
roosts in trees. It hves in groups of 
up to eight birds, that share and defend a 
territory. Groups patrol their territories, probing, 
pecking, and digging at the ground, and eating 
small animals including insects, snakes, tortoises, 
and rodents. Some members of the group act as 
^'helpers” for the dominant pair when they nest, 

• NKST A hole in a tree, lined with dr\’ leaves. 

* Distribution Parts of Africa south of the Sahara 
• Remark I'his is the largest 

species of hfnnbilL 






msTWtm TJON 



Family BliCERO I IDAK 



Specie:s £ Jiff /-os 



- 49 in (125 cm)/35 in (90 cm) 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Family BncoHVlDAE 



Species Buw/x'if!; cafer 



Length 42 in 007 cm) 



Plumage g^xes alike 



I ndUhldik 



Rhinoceros Hornbill 



One of the larger hornbills, this species has 
a huge casque extending akmg most of 
the bill and curving upward at the end, 

A bird of lowland and foothill forest, it ^ 
prefers the tops of high trees in areas 
of mature growth. In spite of its size, it 
m<nes easily among the branches wuth lai^e 
springy hops. It flies strongly above 
the trees wuth noisy, ilapping 
vvingbeats, frequently uttering its 
resonant, trumpeting call. The wings 
are broad and black, and in flight 
the white rump and white tail w ith 
a black band are revealed. Usually 
occurring singly or in pairs, it gathers in small 
parties where fruiting trees offer an abundant 
food source. Although fruit forms the main 
part of its diet, small birds and nestlings arc 
sometimes taken, and also other small creatures. 

• Nest a hole in a tree, the entrance plastered 
over to leave only a narrow' slit for feeding. 

• DISTRIBUTION S,B. Asia in Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and Java, 



masiive casquf 



DISTRIBt !TU>lS 

fmad, 

rmnded 



^htk 

taU 



Southern Ground- 
Hornbill 






,Igvenil!-: 



Female 
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GaLBI1UI>AK 



Speaks ijfiiifiiiff 



Length ^ in (2(1 cm) 



Rufous-tailkd 
Jacamar 

Slenderly huMc with a Inn^'. [hin bill. ii Itm^ 
milt iind slmrt, weak legs, thi« h one of rhe 
birds that sits and waits m snatch its prey. It 
lives in lower ve^ctLiEi<in whether this be at 
forest edt^es, in den rings, or in deared areas 
where trees have liegun to regrow. It is often 
seen ul<mg streams. Alert and nervously active, 
the Ritfoiis-tailed Jacamar sits on an open perch 
with hill uptlltcd, moving its head fret|iiently. 

It flies om t( search passing insects 
he fore returning to the same 
perch, or to one nearby. I'ood is 
swallowed wiKjle, but hig but ter flies are first beaten 
against the perch to renutve the wings. Other prey ind tides 
dragonflies, bees, wasps, and flying beetles. This species 
lives in pairs, and the tw(j birds fret|iient!y perch and hunt 
close to one another, 'fhey utter fretpicnt. sharp, high 
pitched calls chat merge inttt a trill at times of agitation, 

• NH ST An un lined burrow up tt^ 2d in (SO cm) long, in a 
bank, an upturned tree njor, or a chamber in a termite nest. 

* DlSTKlIil TTION d wo popularioiis; one from Mexico to 
N. Brazil, the other from C. Brai'^il ,south ro N.hl. Argentina. 




•“"""age Sexes differ 


Habitat _A_ tif 


Migration 


Famity liijccONIDAI- 


Species 





CHliSTNU r-CAPHliO PUFFHI KD 

A .stjuat bird with a large head, this species has lax, llulTy-looking plumage from ^ 
its name is derived. 'J'he bill is stout, wirh bristles surrounding the base to help in 
trapping insects, and the legs and feet are small and weak. 'The species is 
found in forest, along river hanks within Ibrest, and in low woodland 
that grows up in clearings. It sits on a low perch that may he 
cither expo,sed or partly hidden in foliage, and inakcs 
slu^rt flights to take insects from nearby vegetation, 
llsually tjulet, it utters a rising secpienee of 
short notes, dying away to a t witter. 

• NlcS r A burrow excavated in the ground, 
or cut into a tree-termite nest. 

• DIS TRIlil JTION I tom 
Colombia and Vene/ujela sonth 

to Bolivia and 
W. Brazil. 





DLSTIillUTION 
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Family B^!tx:.oNIDAF: 



Species 



Lertglh 1 154 in (29 cm) 



sAo/t, 

nmmh'd 



BLACK-FKONTriI> NUMJIKI) 

A sleek imd iilcrr-lrjokin^ pufTliird, this species watches f(ir 
prey ii al! levels within the vepetLuion. It sirs quietly, then 
swoops to sniiteli an insect as it Hies past, or tiikes 
insects and nrher invertehrates from the foliage or 
frfim the ground. Moving frequently, it Hies from 
perch t(j perch w ith a few, rapid w in^^hears 
followed by a ^lide. At times it 
follows troops of monkeys tor 
the insects they disturb. It 
tK:turs singly, in pairs, or in ^ * 

small j^roiips and is seen at riversides, in 
swampy forest, and in secondary forest 
(areas where the trees have re^rown after 
clearance). 'The birds call iTeqnencly, 
and at times whole ^^roiips choms for 
several minutes. Some menihers of 
l^roups act as nestioj^ "helpers,” 

• NKST A burrow cut in a bank 
t>r at an an^le intfj the Ktoiind, 

• DiSTKIKUTIONSouth 
America east of rhe Andes 
in Colombia, IVni, 

N. Bolivia, and Brazil. 




IXS'rUMU iTJON 



Sexes alike 


Habital Jtt -g-s 


Migration [si tm -migrant i 




Family ] ^ l p ,y j.. 


Species jtidif/ifm' 


Length H in (20 cm) 



G li [i ATI- K Hon e you i d i-: 

Although unspectacular in appearance, with 
dnll plumai^e, rhe hnney^nides are uniipie amort/^ 
birds in rheir ahiliiy to digest was. M'his species 
oceurs in open forest or mixed trees and hushes. 
ResemblinjL; a soni^^hird in size and shape, it 
feeds mainly on insects but alsn adopts a 
specialized strare^^y to procure ^vax. W hen it 
has located a bees’ nest it leads a human, 
honey hadj^cr, baboon, or mongoose to the 
nest with chattering calls and short llights, 
w aits for it to be <jpened, and later feeds 
on the wax and bniod. It does not rear its 
o\vn ytmnj^ but lays an egg in the nest of 
another l)ird species, d'lie newly 
l>atchcd honeyguide has temporary, 
sharp lujoks on the tip of its l>ill for 
killing the nestlings of the host. 

• NliST J’his liird parasitizes other 
species' nests. A single egg is laid in 
the nest of an inseet-eating bird, 

• DIS1K1HI T10N Barts of Africa, 
from Senegal to the C^ape. 




Pium^g Kcxes differ slightly 



M tif 



Migration N„n-migrant 
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Family CaPITONIDAE 



Species Itoarae/ii 



Length ^ 



Red-headrd Barbet 

This Himll btirbet feeds deliberately in the middle and lower 
branebes of mounmin forest, probinf^ into dead leaf clusters and 
sometimes hanging upside down to feed on insects and fruit. 
Unlike most barbers, it is usually silent. 

V * NiiST A cavity in a rotten tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION From Costa 
Rica south to 
N, Peru. 

r£V£rsei^ 
omrme • 



gimsy • 
redhead 




DISTRIBUTION 




PIvMAI.H 




plumage differ 


Habltsl flt A 


Migration jSfpn-migrant 


Family CAPt nJNlDAE 


Species ^emnanm mmphasritim 


Length (19 cm) 



Toucan Barbet 

A mountain barbet inhabiting the permanently 
misty, high-altirude ‘"cloud forests” tjf die 
Andes, this species has a long-bodied look. It 
often hops along branches in a forward-leaning 
attitude, raising its tail for balance as it turns 
quickly Single birds or pairs join mixed- 
speeies flocks that feed at all levels in the 
forest. Toucan Barbets feed mainly on fruit, also 
taking insects, other invertebrates, and small 
creatures such as lizards. The call is a loud 
honk, and pairs often perform duets. 

• Nest An unlined cavitv^ in a tree hole. 

• Distribution SAV. Colombia, W. Ecuador. 





DtsTRtmrnaN 



heavy bUi mtb 
irregaiar edges 
used fur gripping 
fruit 



roiored underside 






Sexes alike 




Migration is[on.nii|;ranc 


Family (;:,\pit0N1DAE 


Species pyrolophiis 


Length 1 1 (2« cm) 



Fire-tufted Barbet 

Inconspicuously colored except for the reddish tuft on its forehead, 
this is a bird of mountain forest. Usually occurring in small parties in 
tall trees, it clambers about among vines and foliage, looking 
more like a parrot {see pp, 169-185) than a typical barbet. 
feeds greedily on small fruits, at times staining its plumage. 

Birds arc quiet bur keep in contact by 
uttering soft whisdes and buzzing 
^ notes like the noise of a cicada. 

• Nest Unknown; 
probalilv a cavity in a tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Mountains in Malay 
Peninsula and Siimatm. 




DlSTRlBtiTION 



Plumage alike 
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Family Cafm iXJNIDAK 



Species Megahimft hammi'ephfih 



6'/^ IP U as cm) 



COPPKRSMITH BaRBET 

A rapidly repeated '*toiik" poccj like a 
hammer strikip)' meial, gives rhh harhet 
its name. It occurs singly nr in pairs, in wooded 
areas and in farmland with trees, tending lo stay 
among the leaves, where it is 
except for its tirequent song. 'The diet 
mainly of fruit. Flight is rapid and 
direct, with steady whngbeats. 

• Nest a cavity^ in a branch or post. 

• DiSTRIfiUTl'ON From Pakistan 

east to China and the Philippines, 
and south as far as W. Indonesia. JuvEMLE 




Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat hi 



Migration grant 



Family CAI>rrONIOAK 



Species rAryjoto/jus 



<-e<'^4Winaicjn) 



Y ELLOW- FRONTED 
Tinker BIRD 

This tiny barhet of the creetops might 
pass un noticed except for its rhythmic, 
clinking *‘poop” note. Single birds or 
pairs arc seen defending territories against 
others of their species. Living in woodland 
and grassland with scattered trees, it feeds 
on berries, also searching along twigs 
and in leaf dusters for small insects. 

• Nest a hole in a tree .stump. 

• DISTUIBUTION Parts of Africa, 
from Senegal to N. South Africa. 



ji/wr///, 

€ompaa 

mi 




Juvenile 





Plumage Sexes -alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Non-^migrant 


Family CAPITONIDAK 


Species 


Length i{) in (25 cm) 





Bearded Barbet 

The massive, ridged bill of this barhet* fringed 
with whiskers, lo<>ks like an adaptation for 
feeding on insects but is used mainly 
fot cutting nest holes in dead wochI. 

Fruit, chiefly wild figs, is the main 
food, with some insects, d'he 
species lives in grassland with 
scattered trees, extending 
into woodland and farmland. 

• Nest An Linlined cavity cut 
into a dead tree or stump. 

• DlSTKIBtmON Africa, 
in areas adjacent to S. Sahara. 





.'c/wf/ to form 

fwkArs on thr edge 
o f the tipper 
mmtdtbk 



DtSTHIBlTlOX 




' Sexes alike 



Migration ]S3 on-mi grant 
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fiiiii fiiesmm • 
earptitih iweakd 
m itnabi 
mi^ks m 
//ir ilghf 



sermfe^i * ^ 
ffiges mi hath 
ii/am/i/iks 



red hit ml « 
m mss /he //e//y 



« Imtg titil /uperiug 
(it the tip 



han him 
sk'iti mmnid 
the eye * 



nismiiu 



io\ 



s/eiider 

tm/gfie 



Cl 1 ItSTNl IT-Ii A R I’ I) A R AC A R I 

I he long, slim, gemly curved hid uf this species, with its distiuccly serrated 
edges, is typical ufthe aracaris. idvirig in forest and forest edge, this slenderly 
built bird is active and sticiable. It usually cK:eurs in small parries 
that hunt tagerher, moving in single tile in short flights through 
[he trees, and rousting huddled in a cavity 
such as an old wt)udpecker"s hole. I he 
diet etmsisrs of fruit such as tigs, 
tree catkins, insects, and a 
variety (jf small animals. 

• [SIKS T An un lined 
cavity in a tree or an old 
w'(M)d pecker hole. 

• DlSTKIBirnoN 
h'rum K. Colomhla and 
bleuiuh^r south lo 
bulivb and 
N.K. Argentina. 



Family R^vMl'i lASU IDAK 



Ptrrfig/ossiis em/mmfb 



Length 141 /, ^ 



Plumage 



Habitat 



m ^ 



Migration 

-migrant 



Family R.^vipuasI’IDAK 



Species Immnirijsffb 



’’l“mag«.SL-xciialiko 



Plath-billrd Mountain-Toucan 

1 he most obvious feature uf toucans is the brightly colored 
and massive hill. In this .species there Is an addiricmal bright 
yellow horny plate on the outside of the upper niaiidihle, 
the pu rpose of which k unknown, d he long hi |] is 
used to help the bird reach for ftjud, which 
consists mil inly uf fruit, with some insects and 
other small creatures. 'Hus species lias the 
typical L'<jloring of a mountain-toEtcan, with 
dark upperparts and mainly hlue-gray 
underside, and the plumage is fine, with a 
hairy texture, h is a bird of mountain forest, 
oecnrring in pairs or small groups. At times 
these gtfujps join flocks of mixed species to 
move thrtmgli the forest hniking for fruit 
and earing the insects that they disturb in 
the process. The usual call is a rising series 
of t|uerul(ms, w hining notes, uttered while 
the bird is hidden in tbiiage. d’he species 
also has a loud, rattling ealf 

• NIvST A natural hole in a tree. 

• Dls'l'ium n ION W. /\tuIc.s in 
SAV. {A>jombia ami W. Kcuador. 



f/ii/yei/o^' 
plate mi side 
ofhiif 



* yeiU/^ 
flank 
piiteh 



msrmm tion 
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Family RAMPH.VS'ni>AK 



Species /Uf fim/s 



Length 21 in (53 cm) 



Ri:d-bii.lkd Toucan 

This lar^^e roiiain inhahits talE ruin 
forest and forest edKcs, iisuully 
staying in the hi;j,her bnitiches 
ami f 1 1 1 ia^e ca n< )py o f 
niacnre trees. Idke other 
toucans, it roosts by 
S(|uactln)4 with its head 
turned backward, restin^i its 
bill on its hack, with the tail turned forward and 
restin^^ on the bill. It usnally lives singly or in pairs, hut 
at times it may gather in larger groups since fi\^c liirds 
have been reported roosting huddled together ()n ii 
branch, ,Seen in tlight it appears top-heavy with its 
large bill; it makes a few t|uiek wingflaps, then 
glitles along on set wings. Red-hitled dbneans feed 
tm fmlt, tree catkins, insects, spiders, other imi mills 
such as li/ard,s, .snakes, and eggs and nestlings of sma 
birds. I he call Is a loud series of rhythmic yelps, often 
accompanied by upward jerks of the bill and tail 

• NKST A natural cavity in a tree, sometimes lined 
uiiiitrendonally with regurgitated fruit stones, 

• DlSTKIHl.n iON N. Amazonia from H, Colombia 
and H, Vene/.uela to the Giiianas and N. Brazil. 




nitfip 



Plumage 



m 



Migration jyf on- mi grant 



Family R.^\iPMAS'i inAK 



Species /oro 



Length ?4 [n (60 cm) 





Toco Toucan 

Phe huge, unwieldy bill of 
this toucan gi\-es the bird an 
unhukneed look, but the bill b Eight and 
hollow' in struct 11 re. It is very conspicuous when the 
bird b seen in llight, w hich is undulating, with alternating Haps 
and glides. I'he white rump and red undertail cuverts are alsti 
noticeable in Hight, 'The loco 'Ibucan lives in woodland, 
secondary forest (area.s w here the trees have regrown after 
forest clearance), and coconut and other palm plantations. It is 
seen moving along branches with heavy; bounding hops, taking 
mainly fruit and insects, but also other small creatures and the eggs 
and nestlings of small birds, d’he large bill enables the bird to reach 
food on the end of thin twigs that cannot support its weight. 

Food is seized in the bill tip and the head is 
rossed back, opening the bill. T his throw's 
the food to the hack of the thrtiat svhere the 
long, bristly tongue may help catch it. Toco 
Ibiicans utter deep, croaking calls in a 
tlcliherate manner, often from a high tw ig, 

• NFST a hollow m a dead or living tree. 

• DlSTiUBt TlON ITom Venezuela south 
IHS riiilUTKJX through Brazil tu N.W. Argentina. 



n>d utidertaU * 
irjverfs 



Pium^e 



Habitat 



Migration ^on -migrant 



www.thenzbplace.com 



238 • NON-PASS J*:R IN ES 



Family piciDAE 



* Jy/fx lorqutHa 



Length 6>/iirt (H>cm) 



sttmJL 
hi hUl 




JuVIiNIUi 




Eurasian Wrynkck 

Tl. is bird s refers to its neck-^st retching and 
head-rwisring mijvcmcnts> used to ihreiicen an 
enemy* It feeds on ants, extending its sticky 
tongue into their burrows to extract them* 

• Nest a hoJc in a tree, wall, or bank. 

DISTIUBI TION Eumsia and 
N.W. Africa* Winters in 
Africa, India, and 
S*E. Asia. 




DJJfiTKtlJl TJf>N 
• fmfiy patterned 
phmmge for 
famaujiage 




Sexes alike 


Habitat fit ^ 


Migration 


Family 


Species idamrmh 


Length 4 



Rufous Piculet 

Tiny and active, this woodpecker sometimes 
looks more like a small passerine when seen 
feeding and foraging. It lives in undergrowth in 
forests, clambering and hopping among branches, 
leaves, and twigs, and searching the ground litter, 
taking ants and other small 
'A insects. When feeding in 

^ banaboo and small trees, it taps 

‘ .the surface and prtibcs the hark 

in more usual woodpecker fashion* 

• Nest a hole excavated in a branch* 

• DlSTRiBirTION S*E. Asia in Malay 

niSTRlBliTlON E^en insula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 






Female 

* strong feet 
m/A a mde 
grasp far 
fiamtfe/iftg 







I • very k 




1 short ^ 




1 tad 







Plumage Sexes differ 


Hahitat 




Family piciDAE 


Species ^\f^pjffe/pes fermiewoms 


Length y ^23 cm) 





Acorn WOODPECKElt stann^iye , 

This sociable woodpecker has a close association with 
oak trees. It lives in groups of up to 12 birds chat defend a 
shared territoiy and ne.se communally* In lace summer, the 
birds bore rows of holes into trees, fences, and wooden 
buildings, fixing an aeorn in each hole to be stored as a 
future food supply for the group* 

Insects are also eaten in the 
y summer, and some ocher nuts 

“ and fruits in winter, fhe call 

is a raucous double note. 

• Nest a hole cut in a trunk. 

• Distribution From 

DiSTRlBlTlON \V. North America to Colombia. 






* white 
fadai 

mari'ings ' 

Female 

* streaked breast 
pattern 



n 






Habitat jg 



Mieratliin Non-mifirani 
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Species anitiyus 



Length yi/, jp^ ^4 j 



White Woodpecker 

"The vividly pied plumafic of this species, comhined 
with the hift thiit ic is often seen in open country, 
miikc the bird very conspicuous, d he mule bird 
(not i Host relied) hus yet low lurches on the nape 
und belly. Hubituts rungc from semi-open 
forest und forest ed^es ro open grussiRnd with 
trees. For u w'ood pecker, this species hus 
unusiiLilly direct, strong llight {seep, !6\ 

When crossing open country, it tends to 
puuse iind rest periodical ly in the tops of 
dead trees. White Woodpeckers usually 
occur in small parties, but it is not known 
whether these arc families, d'he birds are 
often seen climbing up trees, tapping and 
searching fur insects, but their main food is 
fruit, and the species hus become a pest at 
orange grt>ves. White Woodpeckers also eat 
seeds such us grain. Captive specimens 
show a frmdness for honey, which suggests 
chut w ild birds may take nectar from flowers. 

* NivST A hole excavated in u tree. 

• DlSTKIliin iON K. Sourh America from 
Surinam south through Bru^ii to N. Argentina. 




Plumage difTer 


Habiiat jg> 


hAigratlon ]Vnn- migrant 


Family Pn^inAE 


Specias Mttfi}{frpes ftavifrrars 


m in (22 cm) 



Y ELLOW-FRONTED WOODPECKER 

Unusual in being a fruit-eater, this woodpecker occurs in 
forest, open woodland, and even in places where lorests 
have been cleared, leaving only a few scatrered 
trees. Although observations in the wild have been 
limited, the bird is fairly common within its range 
anti is thought to be very^ sociable. It forages in the 
trees in small parties, searching for fruit, staying 
inainly in the branches, scmictimes feeding 
on berries from tall herbaceous plants. 'The 
behavior of aviars^-kept specimens suggests 
that Vcllow-fromet! Wbod peckers also eat 
insects, and their liking for nectar-solution 
imiicates that wild birds may probe tlmvers for nectar. 

Courtship and defensive displays involve 
ruising, lowering, and turning the head, 
liicse movements show ofi thc vivid 
yellow eye rings, forehead, and throat, and 
the bright scarlet cap on a dark head. 

• NliST Unknown, but related species excavate 
a cavity in a tree trunk. 

• DlS'ld^niCTlON K. South America in 
S.lv Brazil, Paraguay, and N.K. Argentina. 



sireak 

the 

hmk 




DtSIKIIUTION 





■ yeikw 
throat 



white hurting m 
• the tail feathers 

spiny-tipped tad 
feathers for 
■ sHppurt 



o 



Plumage Sexes differ 



Habitat tit ^ 



Migiratbn |s]cin~mi grant 
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Species Miknerprs f^iroihws 



Length 91/, jfi f24 cm) 



RliD-BKJ.UIiD WoODPItCKKR 

I hb species is tmc af the “3jidder-hiicked” 
wtMJti peckers, which h:ive hbck-ond-whitc 
barring across the back. U has a lar^c area 
red <m ibe head and nape, which is an easier 
id end Hear ion mark than the mure limited red 
flush on the belly. In flii'hc, a white rump and a 
sJiort, white wingbar are revealed. The species is 
widespread in open woodland and also occurs in 
parks and suburbs, h is usually seen in pairs, hut 
family gniups remain cogcchcr for a shrirt period 
after breeding. l*he diet consists of insects, obtained 
by backing at dead and dying wood, and birds visit 
garden birdfeeders in winter. Feeding in this way, 
birds make good use of the rail, with its stifTened 
feather shafts, as a support. 'Vhc splayed, sharp- 
clawed feet help the birds to 
ding firmly to where they feed. 
The call is a mlling “churr.” 

■ Nest An unlined hole, 
excavated in a tree. 

• DlSl'mKimo.N E. North 
America. Northern populations 
jjiKTRiBUTiOiN winter south within this range. 



* r 

(Y/p r'v/VwA rn 
fmehrmi 






m trmisversY 
hariitig ou the 
hiu k, typhii! of thf 
'"Imhkr-biuktYr 

XsTUOYipefkiTS 



harting on 

a ihr mi! 



kipir tug, spiny 
femiiet tips 



c 





P'umsSe Sexes differ 


Habtlat 


Migration 


Family 


Specpes SpkyropP^s vmius 


Length H>/Un (22 cm) 






Fhmau-: 



Y El.LOW-BELLlED SAPSUCKER 

T apping into a tree produces mt>re than just burrowing 
insects, and this species of woodpecker makes holes in the 
bark in order to feed on the sugary' sap. I'he bird drills grid- 
like rows of holes into any suitable tree and 
renews them each year. Broad leaved trees such 
as maples, fruit trees, birches, and poplars are 
used, but other tree species are also rested, 
including conifers. A series of small holes is 
ehiseled into the tree, and after a short while 
the bird returns to drink the oozing sap. 'I'he 
sapsucker also cats many of the insects attracted by the sap. Other 
animals also take the opportunity' to drink the sap, including squirrels, 
warblers, and hummingbirds. I'hb bird is mainly silent but has a 

mewing call note, and advertises possession of 
its territory' in spring by a nip id drumming on a 
resonant, deacf branch. Possibly because it must rely 
on sap rising in spring, this is a migrant species. 

• Nest An unlined hole, which 
is e.xcavated bv the bird, in a rree. 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in Canada 
and N. and K. USA. Winters in .S. USA 
south to C. l^anama, and the Caribbean 



skiptf! f/tti' 
« pintern 




DISTRIBITJON 



\ 




Plumage Sexes differ 



« 



Migration 
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Family 



Species Dfff^rnmfios major 



Length y ^2^ cm) 



Great Spotfed 
Woodpecker 

The commonest and most widespread of the pied 
woodpeckers of Eumsta and Africa, this species is 
identified hy a white shoulder patch and by its ' KMAlJv 
separated cheek and neck patches. It is a successful species 
found in nujst areas with trees* It forages on the surfaces of 
tree trunks and branches, mov ing in typical woodpecker 
fashkm with head up, tail tip pressed against the bark 
as a support, and with the feet spread. I'he strong bill 
is used to prs' up bark, and holes are probed using 
the sticky tongue, d'he bird also hacks deeply 
into rotten wood ftir insect grubs* It has a loud 
"'ehik" call and drums on branches in spring. 

• NlvS'r An unlined hole excavated in a tree* 

• DISTIUHUTION 
Knmi: Europe east to Japan 
and south to N. Africa. 

N.E. India, and China* 




niSTRIillJTlON 





Plumage 


Habitat Jtt 


Migration ^„n-miKnBtt- * ■ ■ 


Family 


Species vilhms 


Length gj^ ^?4 



Mai.h 



Hairy Woodpecker 

Identified by the white hand stretching down 
the middle of the back and the pure white outer 
tail feathers, this is a widespread woodpecker 
of North American woodland. Its hahitars range 
from tiense ctmiteroiis or broadleaved forests to 
open woodland, bm it does not venture readily into 
farmland and suburbs* Climbing tree trunks and larger 
branches, it explores the bark of trees, prying up the 
hark or backing into n^tcen w ood in search cd'inseets 
and woi>d‘boring grubs, w hich it extracts with its 
very hmg* barb- ripped tongue. It utters a loud 
note and alst^a slurred, whinnying call. 

• NHS'I' a hole exeavated by the birds, in a 
dead or decaying tree. 

% • DlSTRIBllTION 
^ h'rom Alaska and 
Canada to runama. 



niSTRim ITION 



n 




mtfer 
from me 
mmed 
Irnrhisanh 

himi me 



Plumage diflcr 



Habitat jg 



Migration Non -migrant 
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Famify PiciDAE 



Species aumtus 



Length ^2}/i in (32 cm) 




Northern Flicker 

Adapted tfj feeding mainly on the ground, this wimd pecker 
spends most of its time on a level surface, in a posture more 
like that of a passerine, although its undulating flight is 
typical of a woodpecker {sesp. 16). In flight a vivid color Male 
is revealed on the underside of the wings: this is yellow in 
eastern birds and red in western birds; also revealed is the white 
rump. 'The Northern Flicker feeds mainly on ants, crouching 
and probing into the ground with its long, sticky tongue, 'fhe 
calls include loud, repeated “wick/' or “w4ck-ker” notes. 

• Nest a cavity excavated in a dead tree or branch, 

• Distribution North America, the West Indies, 
and Cenrml America as far south as Nicaragua. 

Northern populations winter 
in the .south of this range. 

^ ■ 



■ rfdpimh mt mipe 





mC: 




DTSTRlBLiTtON 






Piumega Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration migrant 


Pic [DAK 


Species Cdeus //ava.K 


LengUi 11 in(2Scm) 






Female 



Cream-colored Woodpecker 

I his species is unmistakable for its pale, creamy-yellow^ color 
and its short, tapering, bushy crest, w'hieh is permanently raised 
and makes the bird seem large- headed. It is a rather uncommon 
bird. Habitats include moist forests of four main types: 
sea.scinally flooded forests; swampy forests; swampy 
secondary forests (where trees have re grown after 
clearance); and riverside forests in grassland regions, 
it specializes in feeding on tree ants, breaking open 
their thin^ papery nests, and leaving the hard, mud 
nests of tree -termites. Feeding mainly in the middle 
levels of forest vegetation, it also takes other insects 
from trees and branches, and some fruit. Several birds call in a group, 
uttering a loud ‘V he yah” call, usually repeated several times. There 
is also a “pueer” call which is repeated four times, 
A. the final two notes being shorter and falling in pitch. 

y • Nest t Inknown; probably a hole in a tree, 
excavated bv the birds. 

• DISTRIBUTION .South 
America east of the Andes, 
from Colombia and the 
Guianas south to Peru, 

DlSTRlBUTioN I Bolivia, and R, Brazil. 



dark eye nn^ 







tmi used m 
a stipp&rt 




Plumage Sexes differ 



Habitat 



Migration Non.n,|g„n[ 
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Fami^ ?IC:il>AE 



Species pUeatus 



Length in (42 cm) 



PiLEATED Woodpecker 



pwnumnt red rresf 
V k /ilw^iys raised 



I'his litr;je, bhick woodpecker with white neck 
stripes and a scarlet crest is unmistakabte. Its flight 
is strong and direct. The species occurs mainly in 
forest but is increasingly found in parkland and 
woi>dlots. A liking for insects that bore into dead 
wood causes it to excavate deep cavities in tree 
trunks. Ir is a ho attracted down to the foot of a 
tree tar a dead trunk to seek carpenter ants, which 
tunnel into the vvxiod frnm the ground upward, 

'The hammering made by the feeding birds is a 
noticeable sound in quiet woodland. Birds also take 
strme nuts* acorns, and small wild fruits. 'The call is 
a repeated ''wiick-a-wuck-a,'’ rising and falling in pitch. In spring, 
the male also advertises his territory by rapid drumming on a branch. ^ 

• NKS r A hole excavated in a tree trunk (often in a close stand of trees) 
or in a dead tree stump or a telephone pole, 

DISTRI BUTION Much of Canada and 
parts of USA, especially in the east, 

• RKMARR Since the probable 
e.xtinccion of the Ivory-hilled 
Woodpecker in the middle 20th 
century^, this is now the largest species 
of woodpecker occurring in North America. 





Plumage 


Habitat IK 


Migration migrant 


Family Picidae 


Species viridk 


Lerrgth (32 cm) 



• red €ty)^n 

Buropean Green Woodpecker 

A ground*fceding woodpecker that often forages in grassy 
places, this specie.s is well-camouilaged by green plumage. 

Its habitats include open woodland, woodland 
edge, shnibby growth, and open areas with 
scattered trees. In flight, a yellow' rump is revealed, 

'This species displays the typical flight pattern of 
woodpeckers, rising with a few; quick wingbeats, 
then making a short, downward swtjtjp with whngs 
closed, repealing these movements create an 
undulating flight path {seefr 16). Because of its camouflage 
plumage the species is difficult to spot, and is best knosvn for 
its tinging call, a rapidly repeated “plui-plui-plui” that falls 
away in pitch and volume. When feeding, it crouches and probes 
for ants" nests, extending its very long, sticky tongue into their 

burrows, and often w'orking ftrr long periods. 

In winter it digs deep into snow' to locate the 

large nesi heaps made by wood ants, 

• NliS'r A hole excavated in the 
trunk of a free-standing tree, sometimes 
as low as 31^ ft n m) alrove the ground. 

• DlS'l’IUBUTION Europe from Britain 

DISTHIIU rrroM ^ to Russia, aud parts of S.W. Asia to N. Iran. 





Sexes differ 






Migiaiion Non-miBram 
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Passerines 



HE 74 PA-SSKRINB PAMIUK.S COtltain 

more than half the world’s bird 

species, 4 'he precise meaning of the 
word passerine is “sparrowlike,” and a 
common, though possibly misleading, 
alternative is “perching birds” (many 
non-passerines perch), A third name, 
not always deserved, is “songbirds.” 
Most passerines are relarively small, 
and there is a basic similarity of shape 



throoghoot the group. Identification 
may depend on minor derails. Legs 
vary according to life-scyle, for 
instance, whether the bird forages on 
the ground or perches in foliage. Bill 
shapes vary w^ich the food eaten — most 
eommonly insects, fruit, or seeds. The 
shape of body, wings, and rail help too, 
and song can often be decisive in 
identifying a passerine species. 



Fam(fy K(iRYI„\l\flt>AK 



PsarisomMS ^a/Ar/nsi/if 



Length ] I cm) 



Long-tailed Broadbill 

A l>ijt-headcd bird with a short, heavy bill, thk 
species is found in mountain rain forests, sub- 
tropical forests, and bamboo thickets. It also 
occurs in .seexmdary forests (where trees 
have ref^rown alter dcaraiicc), .Small 
flocks feed in the middle height of the 
trees, taking insects in flight or probing 
for them on mossy liranches and efeepers. 

• NLST a pear-shaped stmciure wach 
a porched entrance hole at the 
side, hanging from a branch. 

• DISTRIBI ITION N. India and 
S. China to Sumatra and Borneo. 



hmad'imsed MH 




Plumage 


Habitat fff ^ ^ 


Migration jsjon- migrant 




Family Kipryi.aimidae 


Species Cs/ypfometja viridis 


7^dn(l9em) 



Green Broadbill 

"The wide mouth and bill of this broadbili 
are concealed under the feathers 
of its oversize-looking head. 

Small groups feed in the 
lower branches on soft fmir, 
buds, and occasionally insects. 

* NKST a pear-shaped 
structure with a porelieU 
entrance hole at the side, 
hanging from a branch, 

• DlSTRim TTION Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra (ineliiding 
small islands), and Borneo. 




DrsT^^rBl'TIU^ 



Plumage alike 



Habits fflf 



Migfaiion Nonimmigrant 
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S l'KONG-lilLLItl) WOODCRHltPEiR 



This stmitK bulk bird, resembling 
n woodpecker, lives in tropical imd 
inoimcain forests. Often solitary, it is 
usually seen dimbing up tree trunks 
and larger l>rLmches. It feeds by 
[1 r ( I b i ng for i nsects i n ere V ieo s 
on i ree t ru n k s a n d bra ne he s, 
as well as hunting them in the 
foliage. Strtmg-biiled Woodereepers 
also descend to feed on or near the rain 
forest 11 non Here they sic and watch 
army ant swarms from a perch, 
sw(K>ping CO che gconnd to prey on 
the insects disturbed by che ants. 

• NHST Unknown. 

• Distribution 

From Mexico through 
General .America, south 
CO Souch America. 

From ( k>lombia ease 
to t luyana, and south 
through the Andes 
as fa r as Ik >1 i v i a . r>[STR mi tTio^ 



fhkkhiii • 
pmhes hitn 
mos^ ^itik 
ie/tves 



Famf ly ^ ^ DRtX'OI . AFI’ lOAK 



' pfvmerapir/iytfmfts 



Plumage 






Family [) | x :t 3 1 . Ai'Tl D,\K Species Cm?tp^krP/fmphm mehdirQ.^tns 



Length !()«/. {37 



Plumage 



m hi 



Migration 



migrant 



RliD-UILLEl> SCYTHEBILL 

A slender, ^vcK>dpcckertike bird with a long, 
drnvnward -Lim ing hill, this species climbs the 
trunks and larger branches of trees, probing 
under bark and into crevices and inside the 
(lowers of bromeliads for insects. It occurs 
either in rain forests or in sections of swampy 
vvofjdland surrounded by open country. Fhe 
Red-billed Scvthebill is a sociable 
bird, often seen annmg Hocks of 
mixed insect-eating species, each 
one feeding in its ow n fashion. 

• Nl^ST A cup nest muJe of 
ph nt materials, usually built in 
the hollow' of a broken -open stump. 

• DISTRIIUTION From Panama ebrough lowland 
South America to N. Argentina and Paraguay. 

• ItFM.AKK d'hc five species of scythe hi II all belong 
to the W'oodcrceper family, most of whose members 
have long, sicklelikc bills for probing imo crevices 
and pulling tuit prey. Seyrhehills have the advantage 
of a very long reach to search deep inside large 
tlow'crs and capture insects chat hide there. 



x/fVfig/y * 
hiiih fm for 
dlmhmg up 
ItTf itiink^i 



swat, 

hem.y 

fmiy 



stiff tail 
fan Iff 
hent 
nmkr 
hnfiyfQF 
• snppnrt 



« scythe- 
shaped Mi! 
fnr hng 
reach 



iTisrrKiBt riiON 



stiff tad nsed 
as a suppnrt 
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F&mily Piirm^kIIIME 



Species furfiijfyiijs mfiis 



7 in 08 cm) 





Rufous Hornero 

Slim Ljmd long-lcggcd, this bird is adapted 
to living on the ground in open grassland. 
h is frequently seen probing the 
surface litter for invertebrates. 

* NiiST A domed mud 
nest on top of a branch 
or pole, fesembling a 
bread oven - lienee 
the Spanish name ef 
Aomen} - “the baker/’ 

* DISTRIBUTION Open lowland 
in southern half of South America. 



grnmid- 

limhing 

bin 



mSTRIBtJTlON 



imtg^ spiing^ 
forfomging 



Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ , 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family Purmariidae 


Species Aphrmtura spinkauda 


6 in ( 15 cm) 






Thorn-tailed Rayadito 

A small, active bird w ith distinctive 
stripes on the head and wings, thi.s 
bird gets its name from the cough 
spines chat strengthen its longbh 
tail. Flocks are seen in forest and scrub 
at all altitudes from lowland to mountains. 
'I'he birds feed on insects, which they hunt in 
vegetation, tm tree trunks, and on branches, 

• INFST A cup nest of plant materials built 
behind loose hark or in a tree hole. 

• DISTRIBUTION Low'er Andean 
slopes and low-lying forests 

from C. Chile southward. 15 



head stripe 



O SI R BI T ON 



f/jmbwg //m 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ftt tJ A 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family PiiRNAHtlDAK 


Species Cmhdes emtamkus 


Length gin (ZDcm) 




Blackish Ginclodes 

T his squat bird is found on rocky 
beaches and in coastal tussock grass, 
usually on small islands. It is the only 
dark, ground-dwelling, smallish bird in 
these habitats. The Blackish Cindodes 
is incpiisidve and tame, feeding on 
insects and other invertebrates. 

* Nest A shallow cup nest 
made of dry grass, placed 

In a crevice among rocks, 

• Distribution 

Falkland Islands, S, T 'ierra 
del Fuego, offshore islands. 



thia^ probing 
bin * 



stoaf body 
shape 



DJSlTUBtJTION 



.Sexes alike 






MigraUan Non-migrant 



Habitat 
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Family PURNARIIDAR 



Species sguamiger 



Length 



jpo/s * 



Pearled Treerunner 

This upland bird is usually seen high in 
the trees, in foreMs, and along foirest edges, 
ar aldcudes where the climate is either sub- 
tropical or temperate. It charaecerisrically climbs trunks 
and branches, often hitching itself under a branch or 
spiraling along toward a branch tip; otherwise, it may be 
seen feeding among the foliage. The diet consists almost 
entirely of insects and spiders. Small groups are often found 
among mixed-species flocks, hunting invertebrates. 

• Nest a ball-shapcd structure with a side entrance, 
made of moss and hidden at the base of the branch of a tree. 

* DlSTRIBL TION Andes from VenezAiela to Bolivia. 





DtSSmilBLTION 



npp€(hmi 

hr 

* support 



pium^e Sexes alike 




Migration ^on-migranc 


Family FUR^^ARI^^AR 


Sp^ies p/iifyf/orrmmmfis 


l-6"gU' 6/4 in (16 cm) 



sffmil, m 
smur hlU 



White- BROWED 
Foliage-gleaner 

A small, unobtrusive bird, this 
species inhabits forests at altitudes 
where the climate is subtropical. It frequents 
thick vegetation in the km^er and middle 
forest stories, hopping along branches and 
clanihering about actively. Often joining 
mixed -species Hocks to feed, it searches 
tangles of dead leaves for invertebrates, 

• Nest Unknown. 

* Distribution Coastal range of 

hills in .S.K. Brazil and N.E, Argentina. 






Plumage alike 


Habitat IK 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family FURNARlUMIi 


Spades 


Length 7'/, in (19 cm) 





Ruddy Foliage-gleaner 

A furtive and retiring species, 
this bird occurs in rain forest and at 
forest edges, in lowlands and foothills. 

It clambers about in thick vegetation 
near the ground, feeding on insects 
and small lnvertebrate,s. This bird does 
nnt normally join the mixed flocks 
that hum insects in the undergrowth. 

• Nest Probably of twigs and plant 
libers, the nest Is at the end of a long 
burrow, svhich the bird digs in a bank. 

• Distribution From Mexico 

to Bolivia, and through the Guianas. 



» piik thmai 



Plumage 



Habitat IK 




248 • PASSER INKS 



www.thenzbplace.com 




Family FORM ICAR I [DAK 



Species Cyttil/tiffiffjiis Hnestm 






Fasciated Antshrike 

A heavy bird with a slii^ish 
appearance, die h'aseiated 
Antshrike hums insects in vine 
tangles at the rain forest edge. 

* NbIST A cup nest situated 
in a bush ora tree fork. 

• DIHIKIBUTION 
From Honduras through 
Columbia as far south as 
N.W, Feu ad on On east side 1 
of Andes, from ("olomhia 
toN. Bolivia and Brazil. 



* sfou/. 
hmteii 
InU 



nitml f rest 



Gri:at An'I'shrike 

Living in the undergrowth 

of secondary forests {re grown ' ^ 

after forest deiirance), ^sto^i^ 

this species usually moves hmked 

about in pairs, hopping 

through c bickers, and 

pausing to peer after their insect prey. 

• NHST An open cup nest made 
of grass and leaves, suspended 
by its outer rim from a tw ig 

in a hnv hush or thicket. 

• I>iSTHIBl JTION From S. Mexico 
to Brazil and N. Argentina. 






Lined Antshrike 

^ his thickset bird hops about 
in the dense undergrowth of * 
forest edges, (>r sometimes 
in dcarings with hushes. It 
snatches insects and spiders 
w ith its stout, hooked bill. 

• Nest a cup nest of grass and 
leaves, built into a branch fork, 
and hidden in the undergrowth. 

• DiSTHIHllTION Much of 

Brazil, and neighboring 
countries north to CJolomhia 
and south to Bolivia. * 



hooked 



• white 
it ties from 



its mime 



« tffU^h feet 
for ei seattr 
grip ort pereh 



Plumage differ 


Habitat 


Migratbn grant 


Family Ft >RM ICAR II IMF. 


Species 


Length jp, ^20 cm ) 



Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration infant 


Family FoRMrcARiiDAi-: 


Species^ ^Phomtiophihis puiimtus 


Length fj j 



numagp Sexes differ 
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1'ormic:ariidaf. 

RlISTY-BACKltn Antwren 

This species occurs in upen 
landscapes in siivanna (tropical 
grassland) and scrub. It keeps 
itself nut of siKht. hopping 
armmd in cover, singly or in 
pairs, feeding on small insects. 

• NKST A small cup nest 
in the fcjrk of a shrub, 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Surinani: and parrs <jf 

Bra/:th Paraguay, Jw ^ 

RoEivb, and Peru. Fkmau 







long, rfiff tm! k n useful ^ 
bidftiifmg aui 



Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ ^ , 


Migration Non-migmnt 


Famity |A>RMK:.\Rm3AK 


Species 


5 in 0.1 cm) 



CHESTNliT-BACKEli ANTBIRD 

A bird of both Ice land and foothill 



• blue put fh of bme 
skin uroumi eye 



forests, this species is seen moving 
through low vegetatitm near the ground, 
usually in pairs. It often accompanies army ant 
swarms feed tin insects flushed om by the 
ants and can be seen dinging Ci> vertical 
stems in the manner typical 
of all antbird species. 

• Nr:ST A bulky cup, 
hidden close to ground 
level in thick vegetation. 

• DlSTlUiniTinN From 
Honduras to W. Fciiadon FitMvVi.F 





Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration Non-migrant 




Family Kormu ARIIDAF 


Species pjf^ys atbifrons 


Length 4V, in (12 cm) 



WhITH-PLUMED ANTBIltD 

I his lowland rain f:>rest bird .sometimes 
forms large tltJcks. It can often be seen 
following army ant sw'arms and dinging 
tt) vertical stems, b eh ire sw(>oping on 
insects disturbed by 
the advancing ants. 

• Np:ST Acup nest 
inside a mass of dead 
leaves in a hush. 

• Distribution 

N. Amaztin Basin in 
Bra/il and eountries 
mSTRIBtlTlOlN to the west and north. 



spread tail for 
Imiante * 




typita! antbird ■ 
postut'e^ flingiug 
to a plant stem 



Plumage gexes alike 



Migration Non-migrant 
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FORMIGAftllDAE 



Species p^igg^psi^ 



7in(18cmJ 



BLACK-SPOniiD 

Bare-eye 

"Phis large anebird inhabits rain 
forest undergrowth, moving about 
in flocks. It regularly follows army 
am swarms to prey on other insects 
fleeing from the ants. 

• Nest An un lined cup nest, usually 
in the hollow top of a palm stump. 

• D I STK I B U TION Amazon bast n , 

• Remark Several anthird species 
have bare skin around the eve. 



eatk feather 
cames a 





DrsTRrmiTioN 




Sexes alike 


Habitat Iff ^ 


Migration Non-migrant 


Famitjf EormicaRIIDAE 


Species mdeammm 


Length (19 ^.m) 



OCELLATED AnTBIRD 

Strikingly marked with '‘eye spots" 

(ocellated). this is a large antbird of 
losviand rain forest. Like other birds of 
the antbird family, it characteristically 
feeds by watching the ground for army ant 
swarms and pouncing on insects Hushed out of 
their hiding places by the ants. It dominates the 
smaller antbirds, claiming the lowest perches, 
so as to have first choice of the insects as 
they make their escape from the ants. 

• Nest Unknown. 

• Distribution Central and South 
America from Monduras to VV. Ecuador. 




Plumage Sc.’tcs alike 


Habitat 


Migration jsjon-migrant 


Family Pormicariidae 


Spedes p ntfopdeaium 


Length 5i/:rin(l6.5em) 



Rufous-crowned 
ANTPI'T fA 

'This bird lives in tropical rain forest, 
also occurring in mature secondary^ 
forest (regrown after rain forest 
clearance). It feeds mainly by 
bounding along on the forest floor, 
catching insects as it goes; it also 
watches over army am swarms to prey 
on insects Hushed from cover by the ants. 

• Nest llnknow^n, 

• Distribution Lowlands and foothills 
west of the Andes in Colombia and Ecuador. 



# htrge head tiedh 
rufou$ rmwn 




Fkmalh 



Plumage 



Stt 



Migration jsjon-ntjgrimt 
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Family iAt;i IJAK 



Species 



tengvi 4 /, in (1 



I ..1 ciiij 



shofr 



Black-cheeked Gnateater 

Adapted for life in the iinder,£;nnvth 
of min ftjtcjsts, this l:>lrd is also found 
in mature secondary forest ( redrew n 
after rain forest clearance). It is Lisually 
solitary and stays near the ^roimd, 
creeping throu>;h the vegetation or 
making brief flights to take insects 
from the ground and from foliage. 

• Unknown. 

• DISTRIBITION 
C-oastal lowlands of 
E. Brazil. 



short 

tad 




Plumage 


Halbitat ^ ^ 


Migration M„n-migrant 


Family RHlN<X:RVP'nD.\B 


Species Uff^eeks fhoFadrns 


S.engtti jji„(20em) 



Riisty-belted 

Tapaculo 

A ground -dwelling inhabitant of 
lowland rain forest, this species hops 
about on die forest floor or in low 
vegetation* seeking its insect prey. 

• Nest t'nknown. 

• Distribution Amazonian rain 
forest in W. Brazil and adjtiining areas 
of Colonibiat Kcuador, and Peru. 

• Remark Tfipaado h Spanish 
for '"cover your rear end’" in a 
joking reference to the cocked tail. 




pohited hfii 



sietider agde legs 



Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration Mon-migrani 


Family ']\h,\NNIDAIE 


Species suiriri 


6 in (I 5 cm) 



ndsed rrest 



hrisrles 



SUIRIRl PLYCATCHItR 

I his slenderly built tyrant 
nycateber is a bird of open 
woodland, thinly scattered 
trees, and scriibf>y growth. 

It feeds by gleaning insects 
from among the foliage and 
often joins mixed -species 
til jcks o f i n sect- h u n ti ng hi rds. 

• Nest a simple cup nest of 
plant fibers in the fork of a twig. 

• DlSTIilBtfl'lON From N.K. Brazil 
southward as far as C. Argentina; and 

from N. Brazil across the border into Surinam. 



spotted pinmage denotes 
a juta;Tnle Mrd 




Pluniage 



Habrtat ^ 



MiEration Non-misnint 
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Family 



species Sfigma/um hudymlde^ 



LeflgtJi 5 in {15 t nij 



Greatbr Wagtail 
Tyrant 

Like the Old Wt>rld wai^tLiils, this is a 
slender bird with a liini^ tail, which ir 
bobs up and down and does not 'Vag'* 
from side to side, 'I'his species normally 
hidds its tail coeked and fretjiicnts trees 
rather than water. It is usually seen in pairs, 
l^Ieaning insects in open woodland and serub. 

• NES'f A slialhnv eup, close to the ground. 

• DiSTRIBU nON S, Bolivia, part of 
Argentina, and E. Brazil. 




Plumage gexes alike 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration Non-mij-tant 


Family t-vkanniijae 


Species ntfiCeps 


Lenglh4Win (H cm) 



////// * 
M/ 



RUFOUS-HEADIiL) 

Pygmy-Tyrant 

I his is a plump, wren-size bird with 
a tiny bill, found on forested 
moimmiii slopes, at altitudes where 
the climate is either subtropical or 
ten^peratc. Inconspicuous and often 
solitary, it creeps about hunting insects in the 
undergrowth. It occasionally makes short, abrupt 
llight.s, accompanied by an audible whirr of wings, 

• NRST Unknown. 

• DlSTRlBlfTlGN rhe Andes in a series of 
areas in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. 




pium^ Sexes alike 


Habitat fff ^ ^ 


Migration ]s|(jn -migrant 


Family TyRANNUJAIv 


Species OfiyikorhytiehtiS emmfttus 


Length 5% in (17 cm) 



houk- 

tipped 

hiH 



Ro\^l Fly<:atcher 

A slender cyranr ilyeatchef, this 
species inhabits the lower levels 
of rain forest and subtropical 
f>pen barest. Its typical way of 
feeding is to watch from a perch aiul fly out, 
either to seize an insect in the air or to take it 
from the foliage. "The vivid, transverse crest is 
normally folded away and sometimes protrudes 
behind the head, resulting in a “hammerhead'" 
look. T he male’s crest is red, the female s yellou, 

• NKST a slender hag up to (yVi ft (2 m) long, 
suspended fn}m a branch, often over a srream. 

• Distribution Mexico m Bolivia and HAL Hra/il, 




Plumage differ slightly Habitat fff 



Migratkm 

-migrant 
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mags 



DlSTRIBt TIDN 



hug. 

hahtndng 

lad 



Family ran Nil MR 



Species Coimpm ^m'didtdm 



Length jj, {16,5 cm) 



Sexes alike 



Habrtat A 



Migration 



Mig^r 



Scxc^ alike 



tii 



Migration 



Plumage Sexos alike 



fii 



Migration Migrant 



WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE 



T his medium-size flyeatcher cif open 
forest or forest edge is often seen 
perching on an open branch or bare 
snag, from which it flies our 
to catch insects in midain 

• NiiaST An open cup nest fixed 
cm a horizontal branch, often high, 

• r:>ISTR[IUlTTO[N Breeds in 
forests of W. North America 
and mountain forests of Centrat 
America, Winters in ,Souih America 
as far south as Peru and Bolivia, 



Za/gi? • 

apiig/il, 

watchful 

posture 



hag tail 1 



DISTRIBITION 



sh&rtlep 



Family 1 Vr,\nNIDAF; 



Species £pjpifionax diffirdh 



5"/nntiX5 cm) 



Family '[VrannIIMK 



Species Sayornhphofbe 



Length {1 7 cm) 



Eastern Phoebe 

Named in imitatiem of its '*fee- 
bee" call, the Rastern Phoebe lives Imatd 
in open vvotidlaiid and farmland, flat lit ll 

hunting insects from an open perch, 
usually near water. It has also 
adapted successfully to urban habitats, 
where it nests readily on buildings. While 
perched, it frequently bobs its tail up and down. 

• NivST A stout cup nest made of mud 

and plant materials, on a sheltered ledge. New 
nests are sometimes built on top of old ones. 

• DlSTRIBl ITION Breeds in C. and E. North 
America, Winters in K.R. USA and Mexico, 



hroad- 

Pacific-Slope 
Flyca'i'cher 

A small, inconspicuous flycatcher, 
this bird perches in an upright posture, 
occasionally waving its fanned tail up and 
down (“flirting"), and sw(Kiping to 
seize insects in the air or on Ibliagc, 

It frequents woodland im mountain 
slopes, as well as wooded canyons. 

• NPIST a cup nest formed frtim 
plant materials, built in a holltHv or cavity. 

• DiSTRlBiniON Breeds in W. Canada and 
USA. Migrates as far south as W. Mexico in winter. 



shoir 



DlSTBiBlTION 



hag 

wtags 



hag tail 



large eye 
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FamHy TYRANINIDAK 



Species S/^yornis mgricatis 






Black Phoebe 

Known for its “fee-bee” call, the Black 
Phoebe is quire tiime and is often seen fye • 

perched on a boulder in mid-riven It sallies 
short distances over the water surface to catch flying 
insects, returning to the same perch. The upright 
posture of the perched bird, and its wagging tail, 
are useful identifying features in the field. 

• Nest a cup nest made of mud pellets 
and grass, on a rockv ledge near water. 

• Distribution From s.w. lisa 

through Central America and the 
And es to B n I ivi a a nd N . W. A rge n 1 1 n a. j ^ y jsj j j £ 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


MIgralen Non-misrant 


Fainlly XVRANNIDAR 


Species pyrticep^a/m ruMnm 


Length ^ (15 cm ) 



Vermilion Flycatcher 

Easily the most vividly colored of the tyrant 
flycatchers, this species lives in scattered trees 
and shrubs or open woodland, often in semi- 
arid country hut usually near water It feeds 
on insects caught either at rest or in flight. 

• Nest A shallow cup nest in a tree fork. 

• Distribution 

Breeding range extends 
from USA to Argentina; 
also Galapagos Islands. 

Southern populations 
winter in Amazonia, northern 
ones in Central America. 




Female 



Plum Age Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ 


Migration nxigrant 




Family TYaANNiliAE 


Species 


■^■^Sin (13 cm) 



Slaty-bac:ked Ghat-Tyrant 

This squat, dark, short-billed bird occurs 
in forests on mountain slopes. Slaty-backed 
Ghat-Tyrants are often seen along streams. 

The species is highly sedentar^^ - birds 
normally spend their whole life within 
a small locality; 'I’hey are usually seen 
in pairs, hunting insects and other 
invertebrates in low vegetation. 

* Nest An open cup nest, built 
on a ledge on a rock face, near water. 

• Distribution 'I'h rough the 

Andes from Venezuela to Bolivia, at 
altitudes where the climate is subtropical. 



« sim/Jt 
f/ie eye 




Plumage g;exes alike 



Habttst ^ 



Migratipn Non-mtgrant 
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Long-tailed Tyrant 

Two long [nil fea [tiers make this bird 
conspicuous in flight or in the prominent 
places where it tends to perch. It spends 
much of the day on an exposed vantage 
point in the tree canopy at the outer fringes 
of lowland rain forest or isolated woodlands, 
Favored perches are on dead or dying trees, 
bare branches, and snags. Long-tailed 
Flycatchers nearly always perch in pairs, 
and each pair tends to use a particular 
perch or series of perches habitually 'They 
watch for flying insects and make quick 
(jutward flights to sei?:e them, usually 
returning faith fully to the same perch. 
Stingless bees are among the 
most common prey items, 

• Nest A loose nest of 
plant materials is placed in 
a hole in a dead branch, 

• DISTRIRLITION From 
Honduras to Colombia; 

S* BraziFand N,K. Argentina; 
and the Guianas. DjSTiiimTJON 



idrge, 
^YUchful 
m 



IJISTKIBUTIDIN 



Family ■ 



Cohnis colmms 



Length 9 ^25 cm) 



Famity TYRANNIDAE 



Species nffigefa 



Sexes alike 



Migration ^Jon-migrant 



PJumage gexes alike 



Hafiitat 



m 



Mlgtailon Mon-nueraiit'' 



Masked Water Tyrant 

A distinctively pied tyrant, this bird is usually seen on or near the 
ground, often on vegetation or rocks close to water. Its diet 
consists of insects, which it gleans from the foliage, 

• [MHST An oval construction with a side 
entrance, made of grass and plant down, 
lined with feathers^ and placed on 
a branch tip, low over water. 

• Distribution 

'Iwi> populations: one 
in W. Ecuador and 
Peru, and one in 
hk Bra/,i1. 



Mil h of fen mtited up at 
a jaunty angle 



white head 
stripe 



elongated 
emtral tail 
feathers 
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Family I YRANSNltlAK 



Himndmea /enugrtfea 



7 in 08 cm) 



mmfi 

m/disA 



Cliff Flycatcher 

A slender bird with noisy, twitrering 
iind chcKcering c^Us^ this species sits 
on conspicuous perches. It fretpients 
rocky places and is often seen at road 
cuciini^s, flying (Hit t(> catch an insect in flight 
before returning to its perch, 'Iblephone wires are 
also used as perches. In addition to its original nest 
sices on cliffs and outcrops, rhe ClifY Flvcatcher now 
commonly nests on buildings in villages and on farms, 

* NHST a cup nest, placed on a ledge on a cliff or wall. 

• DiSl’KlIlUTlON Andean highlands from Venezuela to 
Argentina; also from the Guianas through Brazil to Uruguay. 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ,, 3^ 


Migration N„n.n,igraiil 


Family T, r.^nNIOAK 


Species .ya/hmtrftfs rixosus 


Length ( 1 9 cm ) 



mukd 
wilow 
umkmde « 



Catti.e Tyrant 

Adapted to life in an open-countr>' 
habirat, this slender bird can run 
considerable distances across the 
ground. It alst) perches on rocks, low 
vegetation, and even on the backs of cattle and other 
grazing animals. The diet eonsists ofinsects, which the 
birds catch on the ground, on the animals, or in the air. 

• Nest a large, hall-shaped si met ore of plant materials, 

sited in low vegetacion. Also uses old kfig legs for 

nests of other grassland bird species. Jhraghig m 

• DLSYKIBDTION Lowlands from the ground < 

Venezuela to Qjlombia, from N.E. Brazil to 
S. Brazil, and from E, Bolivia to N. Argentina. 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration n,jgrant 


Family nnANNIDAI- 


Species su/phnrutus 


Length 9 ^23 cm) 



Great Kiskadee 

A large and noisy, tree-dwelling r>Tanr tlycatchcr, this 



striped h f ltd 



species is seen in open country with scattered trees, 
often beside water or around human habitations. It 
hunts from a perch, using irs strong, predatory^ bill to 
pounce on small creatures on the ground, including 
insects, worms, and even small vertebrates such as 
mice, frogs, and lizards. Y'he Great Kiskadee also 
plunge-dives to catch fish, and hawks insects in the air. 

• Nest a large and loosely domed nest with a wide 
side entrance, or sometime.s an open cup nest, 

made of plant materials and situated in a tree. hroud 

• DISTRIBUTION From S. USA (S. Yexas) as mU • 
far south as C. Argentina, Introduced in Bermuda. 



hooked 

hdi 




Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 



MigfMion 

-migrant 
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EAS'l'IiRN KiNGHERI) 

Usually seen perthin^; ii^ iin upri^hi posuire 
in wcHHllLind clearings, farms, and fijTJSshmd with 
bushes^ often near water, this is one of the best 
known ryrant flyeatthers. k pe relies on liiishes 
or wires, darcin;^ ciUt to catch insects in flight. 

* NkST A saucerUke structure made of 
tw'igs, placed on a limb nf a tree or on a post. 

* DlSTHIHt I'nON Breeds in S. Canada and 
much of tbc USA. 

Winters in South 
America from 
Colomhia to 
N. Argentina. 

* Remark 'T his 

was the first bird to 
be described as a 
tyrant tly catcher. It 
was so named hecause 
of its ajggressive hehavior 
tiiward other species. It w^ill 
attack any bird, up to the size 
of a hawk, appearing in its liahitat. 



the mugh * 
hti! h fifieti 
used for 
eatching hms^ 
a favorite 
food 



DiSTimUTlON 



strong • 
mugs 
enahk the 
bird to 
haver 



^omrful tad 



Plumage alike 



Migration Migrant 



Family PviiANNIiifSK 



Spades Yyffinnus savana 



Lengthy ( 2 ,Um) 



Plumage differ 



Migration yjgfant 



Family i\hanniL>ak 



Species ’iwannus tyrminus 



LCiiBui (22 cm) 



DfSTRlin ITION 



in winter. 



Fork-tailkd Flycatch kr 

This bird favors grassland habitats w ith scattered trees and 
bushes, perching conspicuously in expfised piaces. It hunts ^ _ 

from an open, and often Ujw perch, catching insects in the 
air and also taking some fruit. In winter, h'ork-tailed 
Klycatehers form large flticks that feed and roost in trees 
togctlier. 'Fhe long, trailing part of the tail is composed 
cmly of the outer feathers, which are much elongated. 

• NHST a shallow, open cup nest, lined with fine 
materials and usually situated in a tree or hush. 

• I>iSTRIiUiTI()N laiwlands from 
K. Mexico to Argentina and the 
I'alklands, migrating away 
from extreme north 
and south 



black cap mncealing 
ydlo'se futuh on 



h 



^ence wbr h often 
used as a perch 
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Tyrannipai-: 



Species Padyrff/iip^us Vfrsk&hr 






Barred Becard 

Living in forested m<nmtainsides 
at altitudes where the dimace h 
subtropical, this small bird feeds 
on insects and fniic It forages 
at all levels in the vegetation, 
usually in pairs and ofren in 
mixed -species flocks, 

* NkST a rounded, woven 
struecurc, with the entrance near 
the bottom, built in a tree fork. 

• Distribution Costa Rica 

to W. Venezuela and W. Bolivia. 



stresh 




Sexes differ 


Habttat A 


Miration JSf on-migrant 


Family 'i\RAN|sfiDAK 


Species Titymeaysn/i 


Length j|p ^22 cm) 



BLAGK-TAIE.ED TITYRA 

T1 his species is conspicuous for its black- 
and-white plumage and for its way 
of perching on exposed brandi-ends. 

The stout hill is adapted for eating 
fruit and large insects. Usually in 
pairs, it frequents the canopy at 
forest edge or beside clearings. 

• NES'I" a cup nest on top of 
a pile of leaf litter, stuffed into a 
wtH>d pecker hole or other cavity. 

• Distribution Lowland rain 
forest from Colombia and 
Venezuela to N, Argentina. 



///ire sJtfri siimmm/hig 
• the eye 




FEMALK 



Plumage differ 




Migration Non-migrant 


Family 


Species SfAi/fonik iun/inus 


Length (16.5 cm) 



Thrush-uke Schiffornis 

J his plain-looking bird lives 
in rain forests, feeding on insects 
and fruit. It is very' furtive in s/i&rt^ « 

its behavior and hides in the stubby btH 

undergrowth but has a loud, 
whistling song by which it can he identified. 

• Nest a bulky, open cup nest made of 
plant materials, usually placed rm the 
stub of a broken branch or in a tree fork. 

• Distribution Central America, 

N,\V, South America, and L, Brazil. 

• Remark Probably more closely related to 
the tyrant flycatchers chan to the manakin family, 




//jrge eye 




DISTRIBllTiON 



* /f/^^-Jtey 
p/umage /or 
amoujiage 



Plumage 



« 



Migration Non-migrant 
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Family 



Species ^Mafkaeropiems ft^hs 



31A jji (9 cm) 



Striped Manakin 

'This tiny bird occurs in tbe lower and middle 
levels of rain forest and secondary woodland 
(re^^rovvn after forest clearance). It is less 
conspicuous than other manakins. Males 
perform courtship displays at specially reserved 
sites known as “leks/’ The species feeds on 
small fruits and insects. 

• Nl-iST IJnknown, but probably 
a cup nest in a bush. 

• DlSTRHiUTlON l.owlands in 
Columbia, Venezuela, E. Ecuador, 

N.E. Peru: also W. and E. Brazil Femalr 




Plumaga differ 


Nabftal 


MigratJon 


Family pipmiMi; 


Manaeus vitellinas 


>^^410 (10 cm) 



Golden-collared Manakin 

A colorful bird of the undergrowth, 
this Species occurs at rain forest edges 
and in secondary woodland (re grown 
after rain forest clearance). Males perform 
courtship displays at special sites known 
as 'leks/' in w'hich they pulT out their 
throats, utter “snapping'" calls, and fly 
back and forth betsveen perches, The 
diet consists of fruits and insects. 

• Nest a small cup nest made of 
plant materials, situated in a cw'ig fork. 

• DiSTiUBl.JTION Lowlands from 
Panama to \V. Colombia, 



.# shnUo^^ black ermsen 







strong legs 

and feet f * liM A I 






Plumage ^^g^es differ 


Habitat ^ (if ^ 


Migration ]sftjj^.migram 


Family pj|>Rti>AE 


Species militans 


Length in (12 cm) 





PiN-TAiLED Manakin 

I'his bird lives in the lower and middle levels 
of rain forest and mature secondary' woodland 
(regrown after rain forest clearance). It feeds 
on small fruits and insect, s. Males display 
to females in a group, calling and ^^karf, 
ruffling rheir scarlet rump 
feathers. Eemales build the 
nest and perform all parental 
duties unaided by the male. 

• Nest a small cup 
nest, situated in a twig fork, 

• Distribution Lowlands 

and foothills in S.E. Brazil. Female 




DtSITtlUlTlON 



tail extends 
to a sharp 
m point 



Plumage differ 



Habitat 



Migratim Non-migrant 



260 • PASSER INKS 



www.thenzbplace.com 




www.thenzbplace.com 



PASSKklNl^S - 261 



Family 



Species Pf^fyf fufiiiiiPs 



Length 4 ^ 



R |{ 1 >-C A R' K n M A N A KI N 



hmmi 

hdi 



J’his bftkily colored miimikin 
lives in both rittn fc^rcst und the 
sceonilary wood hind that ^^row s 
alter rain forest clearance. It is 
seen in the middle levels of the 
forest, feedin^^ mainly on berries, 
which it plucks in hoverhij^ llij^ht, 
and stimctiines taking small insects. 

• [NhlST A shallow cap nest attached 
to a horizontal fork in a tree. 

• I)IS1'KMU rnON Fr<jm S.K, Mexico 
to \V. ( kdombia and \V. Kcuador. 





DlJiTKIIU ITHW 



fffhfrd % 
ff^jiherings 



Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migratimi Mon.n,igram 


Family { j j^fatJAK 


Species rngtiroHh 


Lena" 9/j in (24 t-m) 



Bl.ACK-NliCKin) RliO CO'i'INGA 

Mainly inhahitinj^; the lower growth of rain forest, this 
cocini^a also ascends to forage in the tipper branches 
for lar«e insects or frtiits. 'i’he brt;j:hrly colored 
males ^arher in noisy, spectaeolar, communal 
displays at special sites known as "Icks," 
but otherwise the species is ;t(encrally 
shy and inconspicumis. 

• Nh’S'r Unknown. 

• Dls rUlHl i'i'ION Drier 

lowland rain forests from 
S. Colombia, S.W. Venezuela, 
sotirh to N.F, Fern and 
\\\ brazih I^KMAJ.R 



/r^. hmih ff^st 





Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration grant 




Family C^ i 


Species 


Length ^ jrj^20 cm) 



Lovkly (^O riNIJA 

I his beantifiil bloe eoting;a 
sometimes perches on exposed, 
lii^h branches hut usual ly remains 
coneealetl within the canopy or in 
the vegetation at the cd^e of the 
rain forest. It feeds on fruit and 
sometimes insects. Males fly with 
a whirrini^ sound as parr of their 
courtship display behav ior, 

• NHS'P a shallow clip nest, sometiines 
hidden in ft^liaj^e, dose to the trunk, 

• DlSI’lumrnnN h’nmi S, Mexico 



anxrfi 

hi a . 



han't- 

sh/ipi'f/ 

hnmt 

pfifth 



to Ikmama, on ( larjbbean slopc- 







Plumage 



Habitat 4 ^ 



Migration ]Vi>n-mi>;rant 
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Famtv Ctri lNCtDAE 



Species purpurfifa 



Ur^ ] I in t3ti cm) 



Pi JRPLE-Tl IROATR i:» F RUITCROW 

A large cntinga with dark 
plumage, this species inhabits 
[he middle and upper levels of 
rhe rain forest, where it feeds on 
insects as well as on fruit. Purple- 
throated Fmitcrows live in small 
social groups. The members of 
each of these communities feed 
and rest together and care 
jointly for the young in the nest. 

In courtship, the male displays hy puffing 
out his ruff of purple throat feathers. 

• Nl^S'r A shallow cup nest made 
of twigs, located high in a tree. 

• DiSTRlBlITIQN Lowlands 
from Costa Rica through much 
of Sourh America as far south as 
N. Bolivia and Amazonian BraziL 

• RKMARK Fruitcrows are 
the only cocingas that live in 
st>cia1 groups/ Fhere arc three other 
species: the Red-ruffed, Crimson, 
and Bare-necked Fmitcrows, 
all living in South America. 




Plumage differ 


Habitat ' 


Migration f^tjn^niigrant 


Family COTIMCIDAK 


Species Rupkota peruviana 


Length 12 in (30 cm) 



semkinuktt • 
emt opens out 
further in full 
display 



Andean Gock-of- the-Rock 

r his vivid bird occurs in forest by 
screams and in wooded gorges of rhe 
Andes, feeding on fruit. The highly 
colored males perform noisy, 
communal courtship displays, at 
special sices known as *1cks,^’ on bare 
branches in middle and upper vegetatkm. 

I )uring display, males extend the crest 
forward, completely covering the hill. The 
shape of the eye also changes from round 
to narrowly elliptical, dlie females are 
cinnamon brown all over and have smaller 
crests than the males. They visit the lek and 
watch the displaying mules, and eventually 
each female selects a mate. After 
mating, they perform all nesting duties 
and parental care, unaided hy the males. 

* NFST A cup-shaped nest made of mud 
and stuck to a rock face in a sheltered hoIlow^ 

• DISTKIHI ITION Andes from Venezuela to 
Bolivia at altitudes where the climate is subtropical. 



Plumage 



Habitat li^ 
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Family COTINfJlDAF 



Species nudmifts 



Length 1 1 jj, ^28 cm) 



BARIt-THROATliD BELLBIRD 

Living in ihc canopy of tropical mountain 
forests* this bird is more often heard 
than seen. It is sluggish and rardy leaves 
the trcctops* bur can be identified by 
its calls, which ring out like the clanging 
of a bell *The Barc-throated Bellbird 
feeds on fruit. Females seek out 
males to mate* then nest unaided. 

• Nest a flimsy cup nest made of 
twigs* placed in the fork of a bough. 

• Distribution Forested mountains 
from E. Brazil to S,E. Paraguay, 






ImfT ski ft 
nn fare mtfi 
throiti 



white bird%^ 
stmth mt 





DlSTRIBlirjON 



Female 



Ptumag# differ 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Non.^ipant 


Family QKvHliNttiDAK 


Species Qxyruttem eris/tJ/its 


614 in (16 cm) 



Sharpbill 

The Sharpbill is a rain forest bird 
living among the branches of the 
canopy or at the forest edge. Ir 
feeds on insects and small fruits* 
clinging with aerobatic skill to 
the branches. Males gather 
to perform collective displays 
at special sites called “leks/' 

• Nest a shallow cup 
nest in the fork of a tree-. 

• DlSTRIBl.TTION Patchily 
distributed from Costa Rica as 
far south as E. Peru and Paraguay. 




Plumage 



Habitat ^ ^ 



Mtgrmiun 

-migrant 



Family pHrrOTOMIDAE 



Species rant 



Length g ^20 cm) 



Rl iFOUS-TAILED PlANTGUTTER 

This superficially finch I ike bird occurs in dry* open countiy^ 
with shrubs and trees and also in river valleys* orchards* 
and farmland, h is seen in pairs or small parries. Quiet 
and unobtrusive in behavior, it feeds mainly on fruit 
and buds* which it cuts with its serrated bill* and 



sometimes on insects. 

• Nest a cup 

lie St in the fork of a 
shrub or small tree* 

• Distribution 

C. and S, Chile and 
adjacent parts 
of Argentina. 




EM ALE 




rrt/oiiS brmsrft 
uttder/a/l roz^erts 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Migfbben 
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FamJJy pj ^j IDAE 



Species eryfAmg£tsfer 



Lengih 51 /^ in (16 cm) 



RiiD-BELUiin Pm-A 

Fhis pitta is usual ly seen im 
the rain forest floor, hoppinf^ from 
place to place and also making shijrt O''' 
flights. U feeds on small inverrebraces 
(hammering snails on stones) and small 
fruits. It sometimes ascends the trees to 
sing and may roost in the branches as well. 
•Nl i;ST Dome with a side entrance, on the 
ground, on a tree siiinip, or in a vine tangle. 
* DlSTRIlUrnUN Philippines, 

K, Indonesia, New Guinea, and 
N. Australia. Some limited migration. 




Plumage Sexes alike 




Migration pj„j^| migrant 


Fomil)r pn-rilJMC 


Piuaguajafta 


Length ill (22 cm) 



Banded Pm a 

Shady rain forests are the main habitat of this 
pitta, lujc it ean also be found in secondary 
woodland (regrown after rain forest has 
been cleared). It ean be seen h tapping 
along the ground in seareli of snails, 
worms, beetles, and other 
large insects. Its cal! is 
loud and penetrating. 

• NRST A ball-shaped, 
hollow St met u re made of 
vegetation and placed in a bush. 

* I>ISTKIBi rnON Malay Peninsula, 
Sumatra, Borneo, Java, and Bali. 



patfh 




Piumege g^^es differ 


Habitat 


Migration ^ori-migrant 


Family p, p, h>ak 


Species pluahrathyam 


Length jj jp ^20 cm) 



Indian Pi ita 

"The habitat of this pitta extends 
fo>m tropical into subtropical 
forests and thick scrub. Its flight 
is limited, although it ascends 
trees to roost and sing. It travels 
in springy hops, looking for 
fruit, insects, and seeds. 

• NKST a large, dtimed 
nest at ground level, 
with a side entrance. 

• DlSl'KIfinTlON Indian 
subcontinent. Migrant populations 
winter in S. India and ,Sri Lanka. 



large head • 
ami rye 



powerful hill 
far digging 



hounding 

ifgs 




Pl"™«e Sexes a!ikc 



Habitat ^ ^ 



Migration mijirajit 
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Family P| 



Species ffurutefi 



Length ii/,in(Zyt;m) 



CilAN'l' PriTA 

This shy !)ird is r^irely seen, but its 
disci active calls iirc easily heard. It 
is at its m<ist eommem in the Icm bnd 
ruin fc crests, but it has also been 
reenrded in niotintain rain forests, 
riie diet consists mainly uf 
land snails and earthworms. 

• Nl^ST A domed stnieture of 
dead leaves and ewi^s, hidden in 
tinderiirowtlu with a side entranee. 

* DlSTlUiUrnoN Malay 
Peninsula* .Sumatra, and btuiieo. 




Fr-MAl 



Plumage difTer 


Habitat 


Migjailon N„n.n,i|,rani 


At S I M isi r 1 1 1 j.\i : 


Species eA/ons 


Length 31/^ (g cm) 



Rn LKMA.N 

Also known as the l'[tipounamou, this tiny forest 
bird uses its sharp bill to search crevices in 
bark and probe mosses and lichens for inseet.s. 

!i has a hi^^h pirched call. 

• NliS'l’ A loosely woven, 
don’ied nest with a side 
entrance, in a tree hollow, 
or stmicnmes in a bank. 

• DlsniUBlfTlON 
New Zealand. 

• R KM ARK A threatened 
Species tine to fruest 
destruction. 



kromi 
kfmi * 





rmoiikfi 



Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration jS]„n-mif^raoi 


Family p, m 


Species I'ftruseam 


4 in (10 cm) 



WAITLIiD Asity 

Found in dense rain forest, this fknintlwe 

species feeds at all levels from wattle 

ground to canopy, taking insects and 
probin/^ flowers, possibly tor nectar. It can 
adapt to secondary' forest (re^^rown after 
rain forest clearance), d’his i|uiet, rather 
slii;;^’^^ bird is usually solitary, or lives 
in small family groups. After brcedin|^, 
males molt to resemble the females. 

• N KS*r A spherical nest c(Wered with 
moss and lined wirh leaves, ^renerally 
stispeiuled frt>m the eml of a branch. 

• DlSTHnUi riffN K. MaduKasLitr. 




Plural Sexes differ 



Habitat 



Miration 
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Family 



Species Menmanovaeh&iliifidiiif 



35in(90cm)/3Zin{80cm) 



Rumage 



Habitat Iff 



MIgratJon 



Family Ai’RICHORNrmiDAE 



Species r/am&sus 



8 m (20 Cl 



Plumage 



Migration 



Superb Lyrebird 



Resembling ti pheasanr both in size 
and life-style, the Superb Lyrebird 
is a ground-dwelling Species 
living in moist eucalypms 
forests. It scratches the ground 
W'irh its lung, strong legs to 
reveal insects and other 
invertebrates. The nnile 
develops a unique, lyre- 
shaped tail that features 
in courtship dances 
perl'ormed on a special 
display mound, which 
he scrapes together out 
of damp soil. The dancing 
male vibrates his spread 
tail above his back; the 
display also includes a highly 
developed song, with elements 
of astonishingly . 

clever mimicry. 

•Nest A large, 
domed nest with 

a side entrance, made of sticks, bark, fern 
fronds, and moss, and lined w ith rootlets, 

I'he nest may be located t>n the gn>und 
or on a stump, tree fern, or rock. 

• DlSTKIHUTION S.E. Australia. 

• Remarks The lyre-shaped 

rail of the adult male accounts 
for the 4 in 00 cm) length 
difference betw^een the sexes, FtiMALE 



DlSTRIBUTtON 



Noisy Scrub-bird 

T. his shy, secretive, and almost 
flightless bird lives In eucalyptus 
scrub. It seeks its food among 
dead leaves and ground litter, 
taking mainly small irjvertcbrates 
and occasionally small lizards 
and frogs. Males sing loudly 
to proclaim their territories. 

• Nest a domed nest in 
thick vegetation, placed a 
little above the ground. 

• DISTRIBUTION .S.W, Australia, 

• Remark Endangered species. 



aimmtjmge agalnsf 
• btm ground 



short, ^ eak 
'n:>bm 



strong 



DLSTH Bl T t>A 



h KMALl- 
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Species Luliuiii .irlrnrm 



Ler^lh ^ 



WOODEARK 

1 his smull lark is iLsiiaily found on heaths 
or imuintain grassliind: its habitat sometimes 
indudc.s scattered trees on which it often 
perches. It feeds on the ground, caking seeds 
and insects, d’hc male sings from a pereh or 
in a long, slow songflighc. 

• NliST A deep cup nest in 
a hollow among grass tufts. 

• DlS miiU ITION Hiimpc 
N. Africa, Middle Knst; 
north ea s ccr n popu I a r i on s 
migrate west and smith. 




KaisivI) 

Kkkst 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Haasilat ^ 


Migration pj,„jg| migrant 


Family 


Species t[pmh nrvensis 


Len^h j jp, ( |^ (.ju) 



Skylark 

A grassland lark famous 
for its aerial songflight, the lypkfj! 

Skylark prefers short grass, upn^ht 

such as pasture, 1 ake all pfisimr 

larks, it walks, as opposed to 
hopping. It feeds on plants, seeds, and 
insects. Outside the breeding sea,son. 
Skylarks live communally in fl(K:ks. 

• NKST a deep cup nest in a 
holiow, partly hidden by grass, 

• OlSTkIHl rriON Gra.ss lands across 
Kurasia and N. Africa. Northern populations 
migrate southward in winter. 




i^roftd win^ 



.Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration 


AlAlltHOAI-l 


Species p^reinopkiin nipestris 


6% in (17 cm) 



Hornkd Lark 

This lark forages go bare, stony, 
or cultivated ground for seeds, 
plants, and insects. Males give a 
weak, high pitched song in an 
overhead songllight in spring. 

• NliST A cup nest in a hollow; 

• Distribution lUeeds in 

Eurasia, N. and S, America. 
Migrates to south t)f breeding 
range (Eurasia), <ir to north 
(S, America), or to ocean 
shores (W, Europe 
and N. America). 



horfiitke ttijfSi 
( lost in nnnfer} 




Sexes alike 



migrant 
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Family | \iJi\nMK 


Species i^ff ^yeinrm hkohr 


Length ^ 




Tkkk Swai.low 

A swjIIow. this bird is commm^ 

in think ^voudcd hLiliituis nc;ir vvtiEer, whore it 
Torages nver npen oonmrv catching small insects 
in Hi^liL Lari^c Hneks >^dthcr Ui niij^raCL’:. 

• NliiST A hitiii;; nf plant 
materials in a ca\ ity, in a 
tree, post, ur building* 

• DlS'l'KlIU TION 
broods in Ntirth 
AmerkiL Winter 
range extends as tar 
south as Culombia. 



ryr 



h/iX* sli fu'ki 



i>isnii 



JUVKiVIU- 



Plumage alike 


Habitat ^ ^ ^ 


MiraUon M|g„|n 


Family | xiumd^k 


Species prnxmsubh 


Length ( P> cm) 




shon, 

forked 



mSTKIHtTlOM 



PuRPiai 

Martin 

I ’ h i s d a rk s w a 1 1 o w blue 

flies over a variety of dteen mi 
open habitats, hunting upper 
in soots in the air by • 

gliding in eirdos, with 
periods of flapping flight. 

• Nl-'ST'rroo holes lined with 








differ 



MiRI \I)]\|I)AI 



A N K k^W A I J j( )\\' p»ix*>erfuf slender 

A small, drab, swalltnv, this speeies hunts insects fjy rivers, for lonx-tilskmec ■ 
lakes, and sand pits near its nesting colonies. 

• NkS r A etip nest is huilt of plant materials and 
feathers in a tunnel in a hank orelifi. 



shmi^ 
biuuf 
md m 



iJlSIUtlUTKJN 



• DISTK HU TION breeds 
in N'orth Ameriea and Hiirasia. 

Winters in South Ameriea, 

Africa, N. Imlia, and S.K. Asia. I^V 



Plumage se^es alike 



Habitat 
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FaitlHy HiRUNDINIDAK 



Species msfitYi 



Lfi^^71/iinU9LfTi) 



Barn Swallow 

A familiar seastmal 
visitor in the Northern 
J [cmisphere, this bird 
frequents open eoumry 
near vvatett catching insects 
in the air, often in bw flight. 

• Nest A mud bowl buitt onto 
a small support on the wall or 
the roof of a building or cave. 

• DISTIUBUTION Breeds 
in North America and Eurasia. 
Winters in Southern Hemisphere. 




phjk- 
M/irf/form 



i^EMALE 



'*"""986 Sexes differ 


Habftat , 


Migration 


Family HlRLlNDINIDAE 


Species urMea ! 


Length 5 in ( i J cm) 





House Martin 

This bird is known throughout northern hbirasia 
for its summer visits on which it constantly 
flies in streets and parks, 
catching insects on the 
wing. It can also be seen 
beside pools, collecting 
mud for nesting. 

• Nest a basin of mud 
pellets, attached to a waif 
close beneath an twerhang. 

• Distribution Breeds throughout 
most of Eurasia. Winters in Africa, 

N. India, and parts of xS.E, Asia, 





* feathered 
legs 



DLSTRIIMTION 



* fmhed 

fait 



Plumage gexes alike 



MigretiOtt 



Migrant 



Famili^ \lo'iAc;lLt.lDAE 



Momdthftava 



L&ngth ( ]5 5 j;ni) 



Y ELLow Wagtail 

Conspicuous in its breeding habitat 
of pastures and meadows, this bird 
is seen feeding actively on the 
ground, taking invertebrates. 

• Nest Alined cup nest, 
placed in a hollow; 

• Distribution 

Breeds in Eurasia. j. 

Winters in S. Hemisphere. ^ 

• Remark Male breeding Frma[.e 
plumage varies over the 
distribution - heads are black, white, blue 
or yellow; depending on the subspecies. 



w Mad’ head ojsamh- 
emt Europea tj 







Plumage Sexes differ 



Hebitai 



Migration 
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Family JVfoTACtIJJIMK 



Species Motadilu cineres 



Len^7i/,in(l9cm) 



Gray Wagtail 

Identtfied by its gray head and 
back, this wagtail is often 
seen near running 
water, hunting insects 
and small crustaceans. It 
is notable for its lively 
behavior and jingling calls. 

• NliST A cup of moss and 
leaves, placed in a hole or 
ledge near running water. 

• DISTRIBUTION tiurope, .Africa, 
Asia, Some populations migrate smith 




Plumage differ 


Habitat 


Mlgnailon rni^nt 


Family Moiaciludak 


Speefes 


Length 7 (17,5 cm) 



Whitk _ 

Wagtail 

Th is b i rd i n h a l>i ts 
f}pen places near water, 
feeding on insects, and 
often nests close to buildings. 

• NiiST A lined cup nest, 
concealed in a hollow, 

• Distribution 

Europe, Africa, Asia, ,Alaska. 

• Remark '( he Ihed Wagtail 
is a subspecies found in Britain, 
The male has a black back. 



bark 




Plumage differ 


Haijitaft ,, , WWW 


Migration partial migrant 




Family Mo | acilUIMK 


Species TmeM/iy/arfis lgiir//us 


1-fingth 6 jn (15 



Goldbn Pipit 

Xhis attractive bird is usually seen perching on 
hushes or hunting invertebrates on the ground. 
In display it glides down from a tree top 
with its wings in a wide “V"" over its 
back. Outside the breeding season, 
birds live in small family groups, 

• Nest a cup nesi made of stems 
and grasses, with a lining of rootlets, 
wxll hidden on the ground, in grass, 

• Distribution e. Africa from 
Sudan and Ethiopia south to I’anzania, 

• Rl vMARK d^his is the only species 
of pipit ti> have colorful plumage. 




Plumage 



Migfatian ^o„.rnigranc 
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Family Motaciludak 



Spedes pTiifemk 






Mkadow Pipit 

Ascreiikcd, browti hird of grassland and 
moors, the Meadow ripit has a weak, 
jerky flight and stjucaky calls, li runs 
and walks on open ground, raking 
insects, worms, and seeds. 

It performs a songtlight 
with a parachuting fail. 

• NHST a cup nest made 

of grass stems and blades, lined and 
tucked into a hollow in the ground. 

• DISTRIBUTION I- rum Greenland 

to C. Asia. ,Some birds migrate to N. ,\rriea 



• h/sea- 

ivi/frx //i// 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration mif-rant 


Family c:iAMi>KPHAml)Ai: 


Species 


Length j jp ( IB cm) 



White-wincjiid Trillkr 

Normally an inconspicuous brown bird with streaky 
wings, this species gets its name frcmT the male s 
dashing, pied breeding plumage and loud, trilling 
song. Pairs often nest dose to one another in a 
semi-colonial arrangement. Whire-winged 
"irillers feed on insects, taken cither frfjm 
foliage or wdiile walking the ground 
• NHST a shallow, sun cer-sh aped 
: of roots and grass, bound 



to a tree fork with spiderwebs. 

* Distribution Australia. 

Winters in N. Australia, New (jtiinea, 
and rhe island of 'riinor in Indonesia. 




Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family CAMin-ntlAtaDAh: 


Species f^frrirfvw/tts fkmmetiS 


in(Z3em) 



Sc:arlrt Mlnivht 

"This slender, vivid hird fii[,s restlessly in the 
rain forest canopy, making short, cpiick chases 
after insects, 'This species is usually seen in 
flijcks of up to 20 or more, often associating 
with mixed-species him ring parties, 

• Ni*lST A cup nest made of lichens, 
hound with spiderwebs and <jrnainented 
w ith bark flakes. L Usually high in the 

• Distribution Indian suheontinent, 

S, China, and much of STi. Asia, 

• RliMARk ^The scarlet plumage of the 
males is replaced by orange in the Indian 
subcontinent south of the Himalayas, 




Plumege 



Hebitat 



Miffalion N„n.n>jj,„nL 
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PYCNONOnDAE 



Species j&t&SttS 



Length a in (20 cm) 



Red-whiskerkd Bulbul 

An agile, active, and sometimes noisy bird, this 
bulbul is commonly seen in orchards, gardens, 
town parks, and secondary woodland (regrown 
after frirest clearance). It searches for insects, 
fruit, and buds, making charac cerise ically 
short, jerky flights and often working in pairs. 

• NKST a shallow, neat cup nest of twigs 
and dead leaves, with finer lining, bound 
with spiderwebs, placed in a tree, 

• Distribution Parts of India, 

China, and S.E. Asia* Introduced 
in USA and Australia. 



raked * 




Plumage ^like 


Habitat ^ 


Mtgfatiou |S[ou-migtant 


Family PycjMoNO'I tDAE 


Speciei^ phameephalus 


Length g (20 um) 



fluffed i 
feathers 



Yellow-bellied Bulbul 

A common bulbul of lowland rain forest, 
this species is recognized by its 
combination of a puffy w'hite throat, 
yellow underparrs, and the absence 
of a crest. Being relatively tame, it is 
easy to approach* Normally a solitary 
bird, it keeps to the lower levels of the 
rain forest, where it feeds mainly on 
berries and small beetles* 

• Nest a shallow cup nest made of plant 
fibers, lined with fine coconut hairs, 
and placed low^ above ground in a bush or tree 

• Distribution Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo. 



■ eoUar 





ntfms brown 
rump 




Piumege g^xes alike 


Habitat 


Migration ^Jon-migrant 


Family PvcNONOTlDAE 


Species Hypsipetes kumeephaius 


Length 9 in (23 cm) 



Black Bulbul 

Loosc-plumaged, nervously active 
and noisy, the Black Bulbul inhabits oak, 
pine, and rhododendron forests in mountains, 
feeding on berries and larger fniits. At higher 
altitudes, it occurs only as a summer visitor* 

• Nest a neat, flimsy cup made of 
grass, leaves, and moss, in a tree fork. 

• Distribution Indian subcontinent 
and parts of China and S*K* Asia. Northern 
populations migrate southward in winter. 

• Remark There are several distinct 
geographical forms of this bird, the one 
shown here being the Himalayan subspecies. 




wmgs 
for apk 
mt 




DISTRrBlTION 



forked 
• tad 




Piumege ge^es alike 



Habitat fit A 



Mieration partjai 

migrant 



www.thenzbplace.com 



PASSKRINES*275 



Family iR^isrinAE 



Species ttph 'fa 



5 '/ in (14 cm) 



yeihw 



Common Iora 

"I'his small, accive bird is seen either 
in pairs or in mixed hunting parries. It 
searches for insects and care rpi liars among and 
foliage in rain forests and plantations, in tmk 
display, the male IliitTs out his rump and 
tlank feathers, jumps Inni the air, 
and glides hack dtmn to his perch 

• NliiST A neat cup nest 
made of plant material, coated 
with spiderwebs, in a ewig fork. 

• DISTIIIBITION India and 
S.E. Asia to Borneo and Java. 



vkndiy 

streaked 

mnp 




Femalk 





square tar/ 



Plumage gexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration jsion- migrant 


Family [si.:NlDAE 


Species CMor&psiskfftdmehi 


Length jiycm). 



Orange-bellied Leafbird 

This acrobatic species is often seen in pairs or 
small parties high in the foliage canopy, mainly 
in hill forest. The Orange-bellied Leafbird 
commonly joins other bird species to visit 
blossoming trees, where it feeds on insects 
and spiders, as well as taking nectar 
with its special brush-tipped tongue, 

• Nest a cradle of rtx)ts 
and fibers, suspended between 
twags near the end of a tree branch. 

• DlSTRIBLrnON 
From the eastern Himalayas and 
.S. China to the Malay Peninsula. 



/oug. fun.w/ hU! 




Plumage differ 


Hetiiiat fff ^ 


Migration M„,^.migrant 


Family 


Species if^uaputUa 


Length, jqi^ jj, ^^7 cm) 



Asian Fairy-Bluebird 

Though not always noticed in the 
tree shade, this is a common bird of 
b(jth deciduous and evergreen forest. 

It is often seen in small groups, 
feeding on fruits in the tops of tall 
trees. Its presence is given away 
by its flowing, musical calls. 

• NFST a mossy cup nest on 
a wig base, lined with rootlets, 
placed in the fork of a w ig. 

• DiSTRIBUTiON S.W. India; 
and from E. Himalayas through 
S,E. Asia to Borneo and Java, 



stmt, V 
fniit- 
eatintt kd/ 




Femau-; 



Plumage differ 



m 



Migration |sfon-migrani 
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Family LaniHJAK 



Earoee/ihiiliis rngui/imeas 



Lengih (24 



Plumage 






Family i 



Species mr/ffftffkunt 



Length j„ ,4S cm) 



Sexes alike 



SoiITHisRN WlIITH- 



GHOWNED 

Shrike 

An unusually sociable shrike, 
this species Is usually seen in 
pairs or small parties. It 
perches conspicuously on top, 
or on the outer branches of 
trees in w(K>d lands orsavanua 
(tropical or suhtrupical 
^i;rassland). Like ocher shrikes 
it forages for insects and other 
prey by dropping from a perch 
ti> the ground, as well as feeding 
on berries. Its flight is strong anti 
direct, with shallow, (piick 
wingbeacs. 

• NKST a thick -walled eiip 
nest, made of plant fibers and 
bound with spiderwebs, 
located in a tree. 

• DlSTRIliUTION Parcs of 
southern .Africa. 






Magpie Shrike 



hituk- 
tippffi hill 
for sfhm^ 
ktrgf 



iHSTiiiBi mo\ 



• i/Ie/f. 



typha! of tk 

bird -ki^uip Of} 
a promlnrm 

Iffiflf 



LTmnistakahIc with its long, black tail, this spedcs inhabits open, semi- 
arid wtmdiand, often tif aeada trees, and scrub, llnusually sociable for a 
shrike, it is generally seen in noisy groups of up to a doxen individuals, 

'rhe Magpie Shrike perches on the tops of trees and bushes, dropping 
down to sei/,e its prey, which consists of insects and small reptiles. 

• Nest a bulky, cup-shaped nest made of cwig.s, grass stems, and roots, 
lined with liner rootlets and the stems and 
tendrils of creepers, and placed in a tree, 

• OlSTRIBl rnoN Eastern and southern 
Africa from Kenya to Mo/amhit|ue. 
imkl whftr kirR • UT':M ARKS This liird Is also 
i often (onrenkfi) known as the Long-tailed Shrike, 

It is one (if a range of crpen-eountry 
birds that use a long tail as 



► broftd, 
domed head 



DfSTRIBl TIT IN 



a display feature. 



/o//g tad I tn pretties 
fettuiks, as well as 
wamhig other males 
to stay off the territory 
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Family LaNMOAR 



Species p/um/trijs 



Length [n {20 cm) 



Whitr Hiilmet Shrike 

Unlike m:iny shrikes, this s pedes 
is excepiiuniiUy gregarioiis at 1 1 rimes, 
forming groups of up ct> 20 birds, usually 
consisting of siblings from several broods. It 
forages iic all levels, from the forest eanopy to 
the ground, taking inseets and spiders. Groups 
roost together on branches in huddled rows. 

* NicST A com pact cup rtest made of 
bark shreds, bound oil the outside with 
spiders webs, and placed in a tree fork. 

* DISTEUHUTION Parrs of 
Africa south of the Sahara, 



f va/ * 

proj^/s 
fwn 




t ye//o^ 
Wi/Uk 
around 
ihf eye 




UlSTRlIUniON 



« skmt. 
nmndefi 



Plumage 


Habitat 


Migration NJt in -migrant 


Family EANIltlAE 


Species Jf^ftgra seue^iii 


Lenph Byiin(Z2fm) 



BLACK-CItOWNEi:) TCHAGRA 

I.,ike most shrikes, this bird is usually solitary 
t>r seen in pairs, k forages for invertebrates and 
other small animals on or near the ground, 
and Hies low between bushes in 
fluttering flight, in its display 
flight it rises from a bush, 
calling, then glides dimn, 

• NKST a shallow cup nest 
of fine tw igs and roots, linetl 
with finer rootlets, in a hush. 

• DIS TlUBl rnON N.W. Africa; 
parts of Africa south of the 
Sahara; S.W. Arabian Peninsula. msTKiM TiON 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration Non -migrant 


Family I^aniiUAK 


Species ^ifroioiThteus 


Length 9 {^3 cm) 



CKlMSON-BRr:ASTHU 

Gonolbk 

T his vividly colored shrike is 
secretive in behavior It lives in opi 
w {Midland, foraging for insects on 
the ground or in trees. ( la I Is 
are loud and bell-hke, and 
mating pairs {if ten sing 
t{)gcther in *‘duets." 

• NEST A bark 
howl, secured with spiderwebs 
and lined with fibers, in a tree. 

• l>!STRIBllTIOrs; Parts of s{im hern Africa. 



hooked hlH 




Plumage g^xes alike 



Habitat 



Migration ]sff>n- mi grant 
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Family 



Species Teigp^orus zgyhtms 



Lepgth 9 in (23 cmi 



Bokmakfrrir 

*^rhi,s shrike perches in conspicuous 
places on bushy hillsides with rocks, 
in river-valley scrub, and in gardens. 

If hunts low in die undergrowth for 
insects and small animals. 

E*a its sing netting'' 
calls all year round. 

• NKST a bulky bowl 
made of twigs and stems, 
usually in a dense bush. 

• DlSTklBDTlON 

Parts of southern Africa. Juvgnilk 



.migfrvm 
ihe taps of 
fmshes 





IJISTRmtiTION 




Plumag* Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration ]sfon-migrant 


Family LaniiI>ae 


Species coUurie 


lengthy jn (1 Bern) 



Rkd-bagkkd Shrike 

This predatorlike songbird is seen in bushes and 
scrub, watching from a vantage point, and 
swtwjping on prey. It feeds mainly on insects, 
sometimes on birds and other small animals.. 

• N KST A deep cup nest of 
grass and rootlets, placed 
in a dense bush. 

• Distribution 

Breeds in Eurasia 
from S.E, Britain to 
VV. Siberia. Migrates 
southward, some birds 



Miifk eye stripe 



rirh 

rufous 

huek 



reaching South Africa. 




Female 




DisTBrmrntJN 



Plumage 




Migration Migran, 


Family L^^Jt|DAb: 


Species iudo^manm 


SYi in {22 cm) 



Loggerhead Shrike 

T hinLy wooded, open country is 
the main habitat of this shrike. 

It moves about in short 
flights from one lookout hooked * 

perch CO another, feeding ™ , 

by swooping to the ground 
Cf} seize prey, mainly insects. 

• Nest A well -lined, bulky cup nest 
made of twigs, weed stems, and rootlets, 
placed in a thick shrub or low tree, 

• Distribution iVom s. Canada 

CO Mexico, Northern populations 
migrate southward. 




Plumage 



Habitat 



Migration 
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Family VaNGIDAK 



Species 



*^»et'^8in(20cm) 



Rufous Vanga 

S trice I y a rain forest species, the Rufous Vanga 
is usually seen in family groups of four to eight 
birds. It is a rather inactive hunter, often 
spending Jong inten'als watching from a 
low branch before swooping down to the 
ground to seize prey. It feeds on a , 

variet>^ of inseers but will also take * 

lizards or any similar-size animals. 

• Nest Unknown. 

• Distribution Madagascar 

• Remark Belongs to a family of birds 
found only in Madagascar. 







Plumage ge^cs differ 


Habitat 


Migration fsj on, migrant 


Famify l}oMgYt:iUJDAE 


Species EombyctUa garruius 


Lensth 8|„ (20 cm) 



Bohemian Waxwing 

Normally found in northern 
fores rs, where it eats berries 
and insects, this bird expands 
its range in exceptional years, 
appearing in towns and gardens 

• Nest a cup nest on a 
conifer branch, usually 
hidden in thick foliage. 

• DlSTRIIiUTION 
Breeds in Canada, 

N.W, USA, and N. Eurasia. 

Southern limits of the winter 
range vary f ro m yea r to year. ,P U V E N I LE 




Ptumage Se.xes differ slightly 


Habitat fff 


Migration Migrant 


Family BoMevaUUnAE 


Species adrorum 


Length 71/4 in (18 cm) 



eye stripe » 
Peneis belot^ 
the eve 



Cedar Waxwing 

This species is plainer in color 
than the Northern Waxwing and 
lives in a wider variety of habitats 
including both broadleaved and 
coniferous forest, open woodland, 
and thickets. It feeds on a variety of 
small fruits and sometimes also catches 
insects in gliding flight above the trees. 

• Nest A stout cup nest hidden in 
dense foliage, often high in a tree. 

• DISTRIBITTION Breeds in Canada 
and much of USA. Winter range extends 
from S. Canada to N. South America. 



tjwxy h/ods on 
seeondeirj feather 




Sexes differ slighily Habitat 



Migration 



www.thenzbplace.com 



280 • PASSERINKS 



Family BoMBYCILLHlAE 



Speeds tnmis 



LengUiKin(ZOcm) 



Phainoprpla 

Rect>gnizcd by irs dirt^cc, 
buoyiint llighb thk bird 
breeds either in semi- 
desert cir in rip'driLin tirciis 
in deserts. It feeds on 
mistletne and hiickthnm 
berries, also ea celling insects. 

• Nest a well concealed 
cup nest made of plant fibers, 
strengthened with small twigs. 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds in S.W. 

USA and VV. Mexico. Winters in Mexieo. 




ionmd^i white 
piikk, n’veuled in f/ig/it 



Plumago <5,.J(CS Jiffe, 


Hauiwt ...A -A. JL 


Migration MigrjRt 


Family ClNCLlDAE 


Species Cnidus ditdus 


Length 7in Uf^cm} 



sto/it hut 

W H ITE-TH RO ATE D D I FEE R streimilmed 

This species lives and nests on fasr-mnning * 
streams, especially in hiti country. It walks 
and even swims undenvater in its search 
for prey, which consists of insect larvae and 
crustaceans. 'Fbe name is derived frtim i 
fretpient “bobbing^' movernents. 

• Nest Large and S|iherical 
with a side entrance, built 
over running water, and 
made tif moss, grass^ and leaves. 

• DiSTRIiU]TK)N Mainly 
mountainous and hilly regions 
of Eurasia and N.W, Africa, 




Sexes alike 


Habitat wwm»i ^ 


Migration p^f[ja| migrant 


Family 'rRt:x:JU)DY'nDAE 


Specie!^ Cfjtitpyhrhynehus bmmmmpiHus 


Length (£2 cm) 



Cactus Wren 

I jiving in arid landscapes, thi.s bird 
often sings frcim the top of a eaetiis. 

It feeds on the ground, taking insects 
and invertebrates, and makes short, 
slow flights with whirring wingbeats, 

• Nest S pherieak made 
of dry vegetation, with an 
entrance tunnel at the side, 
in a cactus or th(>rny bush, 

• DlSTRIUUTlON Parts of 
S.W. USA and Mexico. 

• Remark d’he largest 
N firth American wren. 



m hu iki 

inttirmi\ 
jleeked 
• pattern 



to)) uf 
eaetus 





msTKimiTiox 




p"“™e®ScxL-s alike 



Migration 

‘migrant 
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Family TfUKAXmYUUAK 









Plumage 



Family 'rHOCLOimilMl^ 



Species CliinyrtrtMfi immtfa 






r/* in uo tn 



Plumage Scxcs aitkt; 






Migration 



IHSTRIHCTIOIX 



BLACK-CAPIMi[5 DON ACOBR IS 

"This marsh-du'dliR^ bird feeds on insects, h is 
tisiially hidden in the vcjiretatkm, hut when disturbed, 
it Hies lu A pruminent pereli and holdly scolds the 
intruder. In display, pairs cc^Kecher, while 
each hirtl bohs its head imd wags its tail. 

• NKS'P a deep, hiilky s true Cure made 
of marsh vegetation, usually biiik 
in the foliage, low over WAicr. 

• Dls miHLlTION Trom 
extreme tip of K. Panama 
to N.IL Argentina. 

• RKMAKK'rhis is the 
largest w ren sjieeies in 
the world. 



x/afwg 

nr 



hng leyiy 



hfig, 

hnpplfig 



DisTmmrntw 



kiii 

Jntyed by 
pmhbtg 
ptki ihnrm 
ami vegekiimn 



xfatif, • 
S/kkifi 

Mii 



* typ ical 
alert pose 



vigorously 
hi disp lay 



Rufous Wrfn 

I n h a h i t i ng ii ti m i d , m ossy ra i n • pale-hmdcd form 

forests, forest borders, and 
dense, tangled waiodlands, 
the Rufous Wren is 
usually seen in families 
or small groups, 
d'hese birds will 
cither forage 
independently for 
insects in the lower 
levels of the biliage 
or join mixed -species 
flocks, l^airs often sing 
duets together in loud, 
n Lite I ike tones. 

• NhiST I Inkmwvn, 

• DlSTHIiniTlON riimtigh 
the Andes from Vene/.uela to 
l^ern, at altitudes o\' up to 1 2,350 ft 
(.^,K()0 m), w here the di mate is temperate. 

• KKMARK Most birds are a nnitbrni rufous brown, 
hut some individuals have paler phimage on the head. 
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FamSty XrOOLOOYI’IDAE 



Species Tkryomsms bmkkij 



Length 5 (13 cm) 



Bewick’s Wren 

Common but not easily seen, Bewick's 
Wren is a small bird w^ich reddish brown or 
gray -brown plumage and a long, narrow stripe 
above the eye. It has a characteristic habit of 
flicking its tail sideways as it w^orks through 
the undergrowth, feeding on insects. 

• NRST A bulky, deep cup nest, 
made from plant material, feathers, and wool, 
placed in a crevice or often in a bird box. 

* DISTRIB UTION Breeds in much of USA 
and N. Mexico. Some northern populations 
migrate south within this range in winter 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration migrant 


Family TROtiJ.ODn tDAM 


Species tudi?viaanus 


Length in(l4.Scnd 



Carolina Wren 

A medium-size wren, 
this bird hides in the 
undergrow'th, where it 
searches for insects. Its 
habitats include gardens, 
woods, farmland, and scrub, 'The 
song, consisting of a short, musical 
phrase repeated with endless 
variations, is heard all year round. 

• Nest A bulky structure of 
leaves, grasses, and feathers, usually 
located in a hole, brushpile, or cranny. 

• Distribution e. usAand Mexico, 



hng stripe 
V (ihQVe the eye 




Plumage alike 


Habitat f.» A ...» 


Migration Non- mi grant 


Family THtXJLonvu IDAli 


Species Ymg/odytes ttvg/ody/es 


Length 3^ 



Winter Wren 

T his tiny bird, wirh its slender bill 
and secretive manner, is found in 
forests, woods, farmlands, grassland, 
and gardens. It is usually seen singly 
as it busily seeks insects in tangled 
cover. The explosive song is loud 
for a bird of This diminutive size. 

• Nest a dome made of leaves, grass, 
and moss, with a side entrance, and 
placed in a crevice or sheltered site, 

• Distribution a widespread 

species in the temperate zone 
of the northern hemisphere. 



• large 
head 





• shfjtr 
mi! 



PJumage 



Habitat 



^ Migratiorv 



migrant 
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Family TRO(:LO[>ynDAK 



Speckles itfiian 



Length 4 % jn (12 cm) 



House Wren 

'I'his ;ibiirtdaiit and widespread wren can 
be found in gardens, orchards, farmyards, 
open woodland, and woodland edges. Its 
ex ti he rant song is easily heard, but it 
keeps itself well within cover and is 
less often seen, li feeds on insects, 

• Nest a domed nest made 
of moss and twigs with a side 
entrance, placed in a hole in a tree 
or broken branch, or in a nest box. 

• DISTRIBUTION Widespread in 
North, Central, and South America. 




« 

hd! 

fuih ope^ 
in smig 

m shorty 
rounded 
wings 




mSTRmij’TlONi 



Plumage alike 


Habitat fit 


Migration migrant 


Faml^ 


Species Pntuellamtlam 


7 in U8 cm) 



Alpine Accentor 

An inconspicuous, ground- 
dwelling bird, this species 
breeds in rocky areas at 
rhe altitude of the alpine 
meadows. In summer it feed.s 
on small insects, changing 
its diet to fruit and seeds 
during winter months, w'hen it 
migrates dowm to k>W'er levels. 

* Nest a cup nest of grass, roots, 
mosses, and lichens, in a rock crevice. 

• Distribution Mountainous areas of 
N.W. Africa, S, Europe, and parts of Asia. ■ 



• streaked kick 




Plumage Sexes alike 


HabHat ^ 


Migration 


Family pRp>v'KLLIDAt 


Species modniaris 


Length 51^ jjj ^^14 



Dunnock 

This slim, streaked bird 
feeds untibcrusively on 
the ground most of the 
time, flirting up to 
a perch to utter its quiet, 
repeated, single note. It 
feeds on insects in summer 
and mainlv on seeds in winter. 
•Nest A cup ne.st made of 
grass and moss, lined with finer 
libers, placed in a hedge or bush. 

• I5ISTRIRUTI0N Most of 
Europe and parts of the Middle East. 



• gray pmehes 
an shouiders 
and throat 




Plumage 



Habitat ^ 



Migration n,|gran. 
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MtMlIiAK 



ihimeteik rfiraihh 



LengtM 8 ^/, in (22 cm J 



Plumage 



X- « 



Migration M;j,fant 



fantily Mimidai- 



S[»ecies 



[fhitm poiy^hnfts 



Length j(, (25 cm) 



^ Sexes ulike 



Migration 



N ORTl lERN MOCklN G R 1 K D 

A lM>|d, noisy^ Lind ug^rcsslvc bird, this species is willing t(i 
live cimoiiEi Inimjms, ns lunii' ^nrdens or \v<H»ds with chickets 
enn be found, k also thrives in semidcserr, This species is a 
skillful mimic and i net irpo rates menuinzetl phrases as part of Juvkmili- 
its typically repeating each tme several times over. 

Its diet consists of fruit, berries, and 



• Nest An open cup 
nest made of sticks, lined 
with rootlets, fine grass, 
leaves, and plant down, and placed on 
a low branch in a shrub or thicket. 

• l>IS'rR[HHT10N Parts 
(jf I LSA and most of Mcxicfi. 

Northern populations 
migrate south within 
this range in winter. 

• RHMAKK J’he bird s 

name is a reference to its 
m imicry of f>cher birds. DISTKIBI moix 



lutrs 



an 

(ht wrnami 



Gray Gatiurd 

Hie catbird is so nanicd because of its descending, eatlike 
*'mew” call, it is furtive but is a moderately ctuniruin bird 
<if dense thickets in deciduous woijdlands, often living 
iit gardens and town parks. 1 1 ere it keeps low, often 
skulking on thegnnmd, feeding on berries, seeds, 
insects, and invertebrates. 



*tm!k 

muath ♦NKSTA Clip 
tlM Up made of twigs, 

lined with liner rootlets, and placed 
in a bush or tangle of undergrowth. 

* DlSl'RlHt rnON Breeds in 
S* Canada and much of the USA. 

Winters in S.K. USA, parrs of the 
Caribbean, and Central America to |*anama. 

* RKMARK Like the related Northern 
Mockingbird, this bird imitates songs 
of ocher birds, hut its performances 

are tpiieter and less varied, and it does 
not repeat phrases as Mockingbirds do. 



hlufk (Tu^^'u 



niSTBim TION 



• skne^gruy 
pimmjie uhovt 
tiiui /Wr/&f 
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Species [fixmfftmn riifmfi 



Lengm 1 1 in (29 cm) 



Brown Thrashhr 

Liirs^c compared with other birds that live 
in the mider^;ruwih, the Brown 1'h rasher 
is a shy inhahirant of dense thiekecs and 
wncjdlatid edges. It feeds by flicking back 
(“thrashing’") leaves with its strong bill 
to disturb and expose its insect prey. 

• NHST a Clip nest made of twigs 
and lined with liner material, 
placed in a hush or tangle 
of thick imdcrgrowth. 

• DlSTRliUmON Breeds 
in S. Canada ami C. and 
K. I '5 A. Spends the 
winter in S.K. I ’SA. 

• kh:MARK 
Often sings from 
coven ottering 
each phrase 
only tw ice 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Migrant 


Family 


Species turvim^tn 


Length II j„ 



Cl iRVH-iiM.LRD Thrasher 

I his ihriishlike bird lives in 
arid brush and tiesert scrubs 
along strcanisidcs and 
canyons. It has a bold 
appearance and is iisnalK alone or 
in pairs, often seen watching from a 
pmminent perch or searching lor fot>d 
on the ground. Birds keep in comaei 
with shorn sharp calls. The tine, 
curved hill is well adapted for probing 
and inspecting the grouml litter. 'I'lic 
C airs edn tled Hi rasher feeds mainiy on 
insects hut sometimes also takes fruin 

• N HS'I’ a Clip nest of twigs, lined 
with hair, placed in a cactus or hush. 

• DlSTRIBliTION Barts of inland 
S.W, USA and mueli of .Mexico. 

• R I vM .V R K 1 1i ra s he rs a re w i Id e r hi rtls than 
moekingbirds and carhlrtls, avoiding human 
habitation, Bhey arc knid singers having 

an elaborate, musical song, hfit do not 
mimic the s<mgs of other birds. 






ffmmm 




J Ql VV^gf 

1 


\ 




Plum^& Sexes alike 



MigrgtiQn ^fen-migram 
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Family TURDIDAE 



Species CAaewp.1 fren^ms 






Rufous Rock-jumper 

Found exclusively on rocky mountain 
slopes^ this bird is designed for life 
among che boulders, running quickly 
over rock surfaces and seeking insects 
and lizards. It has a piping call 

• Nest a cup nest made 
of coarse grass, rushes, 
lichens, and sticks, lined 
with roots and hairs, on 
the ground near a rock. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Part of South Africa. 



alert, 
u>mchful 
posture I 




* long 
mil for 
balance 



strong /fgj 
forhupping 
among 
boulders 



Plumage gexes differ 


Hatjltet ^ 


Migration ision-migrant 


Family TURDIDAE 


Species Dryjjjo^gs superciliaris 


Length gy^ ^22 cm) 



Northern Scrub-Robin 

A slender robin that lives on the rain forest floor, this 
is an intensely shy and inconspicuous species, often 
difficult to see in its dark environment. It moves 
with springy hops and up tilted tail in search 
of insects. Its call is a loud, shrill whistle, 
which it will utter in reply if imitated. 

• Nest a circular depression 
scratched in the ground, roughly 
lined with wiry tendrils of 
plants, fibers, and leaves. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
New Guinea and 
Australia {N.E. Queensland). 




• soft 
colors for 
camouflage 




iMSTEiUbTlON 



• long tail 
often tilted up 



• long kgs for 
ground feeding 




Sexes alike 


Habitat Iff 


Migration ^on-migrant 


Family TuRDIBAE 


Species Erttkacusrubemia 


Length in (14 cm) 



European Robin 

Both male and female robins defend 
territories, display their red breasts, 
and sing from prominent perches all 
through winter. Robins are tame in 
western Europe but in the east they 
are shy, woodland birds. The diet 
consists of worms and insects, 
taken mainly from the ground. 

• Nest a bulky nest of moss and 
leaves, lined with hair, in a crevice, 

• Distribution Eurasia to W. Siberia. 
N. Africa, and the Middle East. Eastern 
populations migrate south in winter. 




Plumage 



Habitat 



Migration migrant 
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Family TliRDIDAE 



Species megarkyru'^os 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat 



fit 



MIgtatlon Migrant 



Plumage gej^es differ 



Habitat 



Migration 



■amlly TURDIDAE 



Species Itisattm svfcics 



5’/MP(14cm) 



Plumage differ 






Migration Migrant 



Family XURDHJAE 



Species ra/fhpe 



6 in (IS cm) 



DTSTRIBIXIQN 



Nightingale 



The somber colors and unobtrusive behavior 
of the Nightingale are compensated .. , 

fm m r •■( b | ^ ^ iRff 

for by Its varied, musical song, it 
inhabits woodland and undergrowth, 
feeding on insects, berries, and fruit. 

• NiiST thick eup made of dead 
leaves, lined with fine grass and 
hairs, at ground level in a thicket. 

• Distribution Breeds in parts 
of Europe, N. Africa. Middle East, 
and C. Asia. Winters in Africa 
and Arabian Peninsula. 



mngs 



Female 



Siberian Ri.i bythroat 



I bis bird is similar in build to the European 
Robin apart from its stronger, 
longer legs, but is noticeably 
different in plumage. The 
Rubychroat breeds in dense 
conifer forests. It feeds 
on invertebrates, mostly 
taken from the ground. 

• Nest a partially domed 
cup nest of plant fibers and 
stems, situated on the ground. 

• Distribution Breeds in 

Siberia. Winters in tropical Asia. 



ofiea flicked 
up over the 
back 



agile legs 
of a ground 
bird 



Bluethroat 



This bird is a type of robin but 
is unusually secretive, skulking in 
the low vegetation. It breeds 
in forest, forest edges, and willow 
scrub. Its winter habitat is mainly 
scrub. I'he diet consists of insects. 

• Nest a cup nest on the 
ground in thick vegetation. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Breeds in Eurasia and jAlaska. 
Winters in Africa and Asia. 

• Remark The color pattern on the 
throat and breast varies geographically. 



European 
birds have 
this cAesfnui 
spot 



tail is often 
fanned and 
fikked • 



Female 



DISTRIBUTION 



Jt.-VENILE 



mSTRIBliTlON 
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Faniiy tpkdiimk 



Species afirvros 



Length 6 in ( 15 cm) 



.Sexes differ 



Habitat 






MlgraUcn 



Family 



Species Cjiiflif/iiiin leurumm 



Len8f'6Min (I7cm) 



'■'“"’Sge Sexes differ 



» A 



Migration N„n.miKfant 



Family TrHmilAB 



species Siaiia siniis 



Sexes differ 






Migrauon migrant 



IJISTKIBl n iON 



Eastkrn Blukbird 

Tliis piump, upright bird k a summer 
visitor fo wotidlands, fjrchards, and farms^ 
feeding on both insects and frtiir. (t is 
seen in large flocks during migration. 

* Nest A simple cup nest with a fine 
lining, placed in a tree h<>ic or nest box. 

* DISTRIIR] TION breeds in 
E. North and Central America. 

Winrers as fiir south us Nicaragua. 

* Remark I'his species rctpiires 
a nest hole, but competes poorly 
with starlings ami sparrows. Nest box 
provision has helped its snn ival. 



• Mfig 

mid ktU 






piumfige 



Bi.ack RHDS'FART 

A lover t>f rtjcky places, also adapted 
to urban life, rhis liird often perches on 
a rock or wall. Mere it characcerisrically 
bobs up and deswn, with a shiver 
of its rail, before darting to the 
ground to pick up an insect. 

• Nest a cup nest of plant 
materials, lined with fme grass, hair, 
and feathers, situated in a crevice. 

• DIS1’RIBL?TI0N Parts of Europe, 

N. and E. Africa, Midtile East, Some 
southward migration in winter FuMALl 



gruydfktfk 
pbiiiuige of 
metk hi 
whiier 



IWHtlilTltJ.N 



Whiti:-taiu:i> Robin 

A solitary and secretive 
robin, this bird is most often 
seen on the ground in thiek 
eover near a forest stream. It 
teeds on insects, with berries 
in winter. Some pairs breed 
high in the Himalayas, 
wintering at lower altitndes. 

• Nest a cup-shaped, domed, or 
semi-domed nest af rot }t lets, dead 
leaves, and n^oss, on the grounri. 

• DlS rKim iTiniN N.E. India, 

S. China, parts of 5^,E, Asia. 



tiid fanned 
as an aiatm 
slgnai 



PhMAJ.K 



mSl RlKl !TIO.\ 
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Family Ti iRnm.^K 



Species rurrurot//^s 



Length 7 (iKcm) 



Mountain Bluhbird 

Of ihc three North AmericRn hluehird species, 

[his alone lacks ch esc nut in its plumage. It inhabits 
open meadows, generally ahtn e ft (1,500 m) in 
summer, often visiting lowlands in winter, forming 
wandering Hocks. It feeds on insects, caught in 
hovering flight or picked fr<mt the ground. 

• NKS'T a loose ctip nest, made of plant 
materials, in a tree hole or nest box. 

* DISTUIBUTION 

Breeds in W, North mngs are 

America. Migrates south long and 

in winter as far as Mexico. pointed 




Plumage tUfj-gr 


Habitat ^ 


Migrauon Migfgnt 


Family TirgmiME 


Species tifixieoh torquata 


Length 5 jp (13 j-m) 



Common Stonechat 

"i"his plump, dark-faced bird gets its 
name from its sharp, scolding call, which 
sounds like stones being knocked 
together. It inhabits open heathland, 
where it perches on the tops of hushes 
before swtjoping to take insects on 
the ground or occasionally in the air. 

• Nh]ST A loose eup nest of plant 
materials, lined and tucked into 
vegetation on r>r near ground level 

* DlS'l'RIBirnON Mueh of Eun>pe, 
the Middle East, and Africa, ,Some 
southward n\igm[ion in winter. 



* blm k head 
eontnim T>lfh 
tuMte tm k 
piihh 





DlSTRIBl'TION 



Pt-:MALK 



Plumage 


Habitat , 


Migration partial migram 




Family ■|yij^nil)AE 


Specfes oenanthe 


Length 



Northern 

WHEtATKAR 

An inconspicuous bird of bare, open 
gronml, this species forages on the 
ground, hunting invertebrates. It also 
catches insects in (light. 

• Nest a lined cup 
nest made fif grass 
and moss, in a cavity, 

* DISTKIIU TiON 
Breeds in Kurasia 
ami N. North America. 

Winters in Africa. E-h’ST \l i 



I foragbtg 
birds pause 
to loab 
around 






ms^iniBiniON 



» when faking off^ birds 
expose a hlaek-mui-whtte 
paitem at the rttmp 



Plumage 



Migratkxi Migrant 
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TUBDKME 



Species ruftcaptUus 



^^Imrncm) 



Sexes differ 



Family TimOIDAE 



^pectes f etjerukiis 



Plumas Sexes alike 



A M 



Migration 

-rnigranr 



Chestnut-naped Fokktail 

This species lives beside clear-water streams flovvirtg thmuj^h rain 
forest. Here it perches on rocks in mid'Stream, running after insects 
on the rock or darting after them in the ain It is a 
wary bird, always follow ing the 
stream-bed when disturbed. 

• NEST A deep 
cup nest, lined 
with plant fibers, 
and plastered 
w'ith a layer 
of mud to an 
overhanging surface. 

• DlSTIUBirnON Malay 
Peninsula, Sumarra, and Borneo. 

• Remark 'rhere are seven 
species of fork tail All are thrushes 
of fast-flowing mountain streams, 
living in different parts of Asia. 

I’hey are all colorfully 
marked birds with smartly • 

forked tails and are very 
sure footed on the 
rocks and in water. 



pifwmge 
OH ihe 
breas! * 



Blue Whistling- 
Thrush 

Pale feather tips give the violet blue 
plumage of this bird a vivid, spangled 
effect when seen in motion. Its shy 
behavior, however, and the shaded 
habitat, make it hard to see. It lives 
in forests alongside mountain streams, 
many of them running through ravines 
and gorges, overshadowed by rock 
walls. It is sure fotited enough 
to w'ade through fast-running 
w^acer and leap from hou Ider to 
boulder. Pairs stay on territory bhfk -tipped 

a 1 1 year. 1 ’ he d i et co ns i sts flight faithen 

of invertebrates and fruit, 

• Nest a cup-shaped nesi 
made mainly of moss, often 
placed on a ledge in a small cave, 

• DisiitiBirnoN Eote.sts in 
Himalayan region, and mountain 
ranges of E. and S.E. Asia a,s far as Java. 



FlIMAt.E 



IMSTHmilTiON 



the tad h often 
fanned otit^ 
raised, and 



side to side 



DIKTRIBUTION 



siher-hlue 
feather tips 
sparkie as ike 
bird iums 
in ike 
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Family TllRDIDAB 



Species ZfN^fAen/ hm'pm 



Length 



CHIiSTNlJT-C APPRO ThRUSH 

I'his boldly cob>rcd bm shy rhmsh lives in rain 
foresi^i, where it is generally seen skulking about 
on the Ibrcst floor. An infrequent singer, it 
ascends to the mkl-height of the trees 
to perform its song, which is wonderfully 
musical and varied. Irs diet consists of 
fruits, insects, and other inv^ertebrates, 
such as worrm and snails. 

• NitST A cup-shaped nest 
in the fork <>f a slender sapling. 

• DlS'rRHlUTIO^' Malaysia and parts 
(>f Thailand, lnd<mesia, and the Philippines. 




DISTRlBt TIUN 




loftg le^ for 
(ff! 

thegrmtnd 




Plumage alike 


Habitat 


Migration migrant 


Family TuRDlDAF: 


Species Qftharus gumms 


'.eta*" 71 ^in(l 9t;m) 



Hkrmit Thrush 

A summer resident in northern fore.sts 
and on forested mcuin tains, the Hermit 
riirush can he identified by the rufous 
color of its tail. It is famed for the beauty 
of its .slow, descending song, 
berries and insects are it.s main food. 

• NI^ST a compact but bulky 
Clip made of plant materials 
and mud, usually on the 
ground under a conifer. 

• DlSTKIHUTEON Firced.s in 

North America. Winters as 
fa r so u t h as f j u atem a I a, M ot 1 NTA [ IN 





« mjous 
iaU 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Migrant 


Family 'PpRpu:>A|.: 


Species HyfedfAh mas/e/hm 


Length (20 cm) 



Wood Thrush 

A delightfully musical thrush 
living in woodland habitats, 
this bird feeds mainly on the 
ground, taking invertebrates, 
ir also sometimes leeds in the 
trees, taking insecis and fruit. 

• NiiST A cup nest of plant 
material, with a layer of mud, 
in a sapling or undergrowth. 

• DlSTRIiUmON breeds 
in Canada, C. USA, and New 
Kngland, Winters in S. USA 
and C'entral America. 




Plumage 



« 



Migration 
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iilhlrtk 
tan run ur 
mpfk, 

houufinig hups 



Family 'l^trRDii>AK 



Species Jiityiiis mtruhi 



Lenglh gi^. (34 



Plumage ftexcs differ 






Family Tl'HOIDAK 



Sr>eties pi/nris 



Plumage alike 



Habitat « 



Migration \Jig|-ani 



Eurasian Blackiukd 

1 he hold, pure hUick plumaK^' of the mule - made all the nicihrc 
vivid by his eon crus diifi ortrn^c bill and eye riii^- niiike this 
bird a very' familiar j^iirden species. In the Eumpeitn 
part of its ran^e. it fret]iicntly feeds on lawns. 

[n the east, it is a bird of forest borders and 
senib- Hverywhere, it feeds chietly on the 
^niimd. scratching and turning leaves 
to find invertebrates, sometimes 
caking fruit, d’lic male titters his 
musical and varied song from 
a high vantage point. 

• NEST A bulky cup 
nest made of plant 
materials 
and mud* 
in a tree 
ur busln 

• DlSTKlBirnONMtich 
of Kiirupe, and parrs of 
N. Africa and Asia. Some 
southward migration in 
winter. Introduced in 
Australia and New Zealand. 



FHMAt.t-: 



Muimsh 
hi//, u,ur/far 
mfin^Jhiif 
fts mii as 

pnf/nng t/a 
grmnf/ 



« ^ray 
/leak, nape, 
ami fheets 



• Nest A stout cup 

nest of plant material 

and mud* with a finer inner lining 

uf grass* placed in a tree or hush. 

• Distribution Breeds 

across N. Eurasia. Winters 
in Eurfipe and .SAW Asia. 

• R li M A H R B i rds will 
aggressively threaten any 
observer entering their colony. 



strung /egs 
fnr huumling 
and /topping 



nisrmiu ition 



msTRiiit ition 



Fiklofake^ 

A self-assertive and noisy thrush with a loud* chuckling call, 
the Fieldfare lives in waiodland in smalt colonics during 
the breeding seasrm. In winter, roaming docks often 
feed and roost in open grassland. Invertebrate.^ 
form much of the diet; in autumn and 
winter, birds also eat herrles* .such 
as rcHvan and hawthorn* and 
fallen fruits such 
as apples. 
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Family 'HiKmiJAK 



Species Titifiits; phihmfim 



Length i) in ^23 cm} 



Family Xiin|>ni,.\K 



Species 



vfSffvorffS 



Length j ^ in {2H cm) 



Plymage ^likc 



MistU’ Thrush 

This ktrgc. piilc thrush, with a Ih>IlI piurcrn of 
spots on its tinderside* is most often seen on 
the i^rotmd. chouf^h it stmietimes perches 
in trees, it feeds in |t;iirs or family parties, 
taking invertebrates on open ground jnd 
berries from trees and bushes. Iktirs or 
individual birds can be seen vigornusly 
defending a source of food, such as a 
fruit tree in svinter, I’roin other thrushes. 

The night call is a harsh, grating chatter, 
while the song, which is loud and clear, 
consists of short, musical phrases. 

• NKS'I' a cup nest made of grass and 
moss, usually in the fork id’ a tree, trften 
higher than nests of other thrushes. 

• DlSTKllUTlON Ivurt^pe, N.W. 

Africa, Middle l\ast, and tl Asia. Some 
populations in east of range migrare. 

• RivAi AKK .Simietirnes kmnvn as 
the “storm ciK'k" because of its 
habit of singing frtjm a tree top in 
rough weather, early in the year. 



Plumage 



« 



(VHgration migrant 



OISTUMUTIO^ 



mi 



Upright, 

Sflf-Uiietlwt 

sumee 



Imtg, 

pm-erful 



Song Thrush 



With its boldly spotted underside and tipright stance, 
the Song I’hrush is a familiar bird in wdl planted parks 
and gardens throughout nt>rthwest Kurope. In the rest 
of its range, it is purely a woodland bird. It feeds 
on invertebrates, commonly snails. To eat these. 

Song Thrushes are seen making regular 
visits to a chosen stone used as an '‘am iT* 
for breaking the shells open, Herries 
are another Importam food. 

• iNHST A ctip made of plant 
material, lined w ith a smt^oth 
cup of mud, wood pulp, 
or clay, in a tree or bush. 

• DlSTRlHirplON 
Kurope, N. Africa, 

Middle Kust, and 
Ck Asia. Introduced 
in Australia and 
New Zealand. 



Mumhtirfi hum! m<lmitf& that tkh atpfwe 
bird Af tn mry-bird - fw! fmtghi iti ihr a^74/ 



« lender hiU 



upright 

— « posnm 



rpotted hmtst 
* uud Miy 
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Paintkd O^jail-Thrush 

This thnishlikc bird rardv leaves die grenmd ami is ntirmally diffieulr to see in l(ivvlimd rain 
biresL Its preseiKe niiiy be more easily Ueteeted by its distinetivc, thin, whistling call 
notes. Pairs or small parties walk imhurriedly in the deep shade, searching for insects. 

• NKST ('ll known, hut closely related birds build open, cup-shaped nests in a 

depressicun on the gmiind. 



« s/iurt, 
iuik-mfii 

• DlS'ldUlUTlON 
l.uwlands nfS, New fbiinea. 



1 S' l BI T I IN 



dmi hnmii 
upfHT phtmd^e 
fm' aimoufld^e 
dg_dhi.<d thr 
grmmi 



hPMALP 



FStnUf 7’| 



Species mtgFid^rim 



PJumaRe 



m ^ 



Migration 



family ()hti K)SY(: mi>AK 






Plumage 






Amkrican Robin 

In its original wild state, this bird lived ptirely in woodland, 
but it has now been me li familiar sight in town parks and 
siiborban gardens. It is pdimrily a ground -feeding 
bird and is seen pulling up worms, scratching 
among leaves, and eating insects and snails, 
l- ruir is taken froni orchards, 1‘he 
short, melodious song is heard 
fnan early spring. 



s/mfig, 

/foppjfjg 

legs 



• NbSTAluiIky 
nest made of twigs, grass, 
and mud, in a wide variety of 
situations at any height from 
ground level to the creetops, 

• DlSd'RlIUrnON Canada, 

USA, Mexiccj, s(>uth m CilLiatemala. 

• UKMAKK 'I 'll is bird is larger than 
other robins” (see glossary, p. 401) 
and seientillcally it is classified 
simply as a normal -sized thrush. 



JliVI'lMiJ': 
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Familif Oft'fHONVf^nmAK 



Species lYthrrhoa aisfumm&tti 



Ler^h q (23 cm) 



Chestnut- 
backed Jewei.- 
Babbler 

1 his species lives in rain 
forests, where pairs nr small 
groups ftimge on the 
ground For insects 
and other invertehrares> 

• [Nest a deep cup in 

a hollow, against a tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION 

New Cjiiinca. FemA! 




Plumage jiffer 


Habital 


Migration jslon-mi grant 


Family '|'|m,vijii>aE 


Species .if^/sfarttiela ffmlareensis 


Length 5 (ij (-ni) 



Short-tailed 
Babbler 

A sure footed babbler, this 
speeies keeps close to the ground 
in forest tmdergrowth. It feeds on 
beetles and ocher insects. 'I’he call 
is a metallic whistle, followed by 
a churring and chattering st>und. 

• Niis'r A cup nest on the 
ground, shel teredo and partly 
enclosed by a large, fallen leaf. 

• Distribution 

Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo. 




f//rge 
fiffgnp 
fhepenh 
firmly * 



niSTKIBtiTIOM 

&hort 
« uu! 



Plumbs Sexes alike 


Hatsital A 


Migration jsjon'^migrant 


Family XlMALllHAE 


Species faserata 


Length f-yY^ 



Wre:ntit 

More often heard than seen, this perky 
little bird with a cocked tail lives in the 
chaparrak a semi-arid scrubland terrain. It 
is a hardy, insect-eating species. Wrentits 
occupy very small territories, where many 
remain diroughour their lives. Males 
proclaim their presence with loud singing. 

• Ni^ST a compact, cup-shaped 
nest made of plant fibers, hairs, and 
spiderwebs, placed in a lou- hush. 

• DI5 fRIBUTION W. I'SA from 
Oregon to C laiifornla, and part 
of Mexico (Baja California). 




rypiad ap- 

itlkil tm! • 



slender 
Im ild m 



Plumage 




DisTitmi I'rioN 
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*riM ALII DAK 



Species ntftfep^ 



m in (22 cm) 




Gl IKSTNUT-CROWNKD BAlilJLIiK 

1 liis is d slijn bird uith a king tLiil and a slender, dmvnciirved 
bill, livinf' in open scrub, scmideserc, and che scrubby \v<H>dlai‘id 
formed by midj^a trees. It moves about in small flocks, feed in 
tm in seels, which ^ ^ 

the birds take either <«P // 

fwmiaw f^'hlehmkr , 

vegetation 
or from 
the gremnd. 
riocks are shy 
of humans- The 
birds are lively and 
active. They keep tip 
n constant cliattering, 
louder when they are 
excited, of the rype that 
gives babblers their name. 

• NliST A large, domed nest 
with a side entrance, composed of 
twigs, lined with grass tir wool, and 
situated in a tree. 

* DlS'rUIBUTION Interior of 
HM. Australia, 



DIS j jtmi TK>.\ 



s/wrf, rmtufhfi 



^'hke ikj’wg /w/T 



miegf 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migraiiort Noj,_„iigrant 




Family 'I'l^tALMDAK 


Species sPithfis maaikki 


6/, in {I6.S cm) 



CHHSTNirr-RUMPIiO BaBBLRR 




With its strong feet and ptmerful legs, this babbler is well adapted to a life of clambering 
about in the undergrowth of lowland rain forests. Small, active parties sometimes leave the 
cover of the undergrowth to forage in the middle height of the trees. 'The principal diet of 
this species is insects, but it also rakes small fruits, when available. Although small, it is 
a rather noisy bird. Its song consists of a series of 

strident phrases, often followed by a long, * pffhii (tf 

trilling note. 'The calling bird puffs 
out its throat, exposing the two 
hidden patches of bright 
blue, hare skin situated 
on the sides of 
the neck. 



hhit ikln 



typiaii 

rronrhhig 



J S t HON 



pfi^erftt! ftr/ 



globe of dead leaves, placed a little 
above ground level, in a thick tangle of 
dead leaves and creepers. Only one example 
of this bird’s nest has ever been reliably recorded. 

• JilS'ritIBl rnON Malav Peninsula, Sumatra, and Htarneo. 



PJumage ^exes alike 



HsWtal « 



Migfmiori ^[t>n,-migrani 
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Fatnlly 



Species v petUtmik 



Length II 



Nfirk 
* srmii: 



GKKATI-:U NltCKLACKl) 

Laughing Theujsh 

An nssertivc und iii<|iiisi[ive bubbler, 
this bird ^oes tibcnic in i^roups, 
nften with other hm^^hinK 
thrushes, blocks arc 
seen crossin^^ 
an open s]>acL\ 
filid inti one after 
iinorher. The birds teed 
mainly on the ftnest floor, 
nif>vinj» witli larf^e hops, caking 
insects, ft nit, and seeds. ^ 

rhey frequently call M/irk • i i 
to each otiicr witli ^ 

piping and grating riores. 

• NltST A broad, saucer-shaped nest 
of plant mare rials, in a tree or bush. 

• DlS'J’HlBE'noN 
bmm K. Himalayas 
across into S. China and j 
N, Vietnam. Introduced 
in rhe Hawaiuin Islands. 



Plumage 

Family hhak 

Spo'n'KO Laugiiin(j Thiuisii 

This large babbler of mountain 
wtiod lands and scrub is easy 
to see, less oil account of its 
speckled plumage than 
because of its bold 
and inquisitive 
beha\ior. It moves around in 
parties and joins large, mixed- 
species bird flocks, often calling 
noisily, 'These Hocks work their way 
through the bushes and hop around 
on the ground in search iif insects, 
seeds, and ftiiir. lake other laughing 
thrushes, this species is et] nipped with 
powerful legs and large feet, adapted ftu 
hopping on the ground, as well as perching. 

• NliS'r A large, loose cup nest matle <if 
iv\ igs and tlry leaves, inciutling bamboo 
leaves, lined with rootlets, suspended 
within a tvvig fork in a bush or tree. 

• Dls nUBUTION E. Himalayas, 

K. I'ibet, N. Burma, S. and W'. Chtr 

Plumage 



ni/ff/fs 
, ffi/k/r 
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Famfty TimaliioaK 



Species ^rgenmuris 



Length 5 ^3 



SlI.VRR-EARKU MESIA 

This small babbler occurs in scrub 
and secondary scrub (new fj;rovvrh 
after dearance) in mountains, blocks 
of about six to 3(J birds search acti vely 
for insects in the foliage, calling to 
each other with diactering notes. 

• Nest a eup nesr of grass, 
nujss, and lichens, lined with 
rootlets, in a low^ bush. 

• DlSTKIBUTION 
brum E. Himalayas and 
S. China as far south as .Sumatra. 



fraif and 
insects 





strong 

muifm 



0 





PEumage differ 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration fyf on -migrant 


Family Tl MAUI DAK 


Species eymmitroptern 


Length 5 jj, 





Blue-winged Minla 

Like many babblers, this species “ 
often forms groups of about five to 
15 birds, which sometimes form part 
of the large, roving flocks of mixed bird 
species occurring in hill forests. They are 
quick and lively feeders and rake insects 
both by gleaning them in the foliage 
and by carehing them in niid-flight. 

• Nest a cup nest made of bamboo 
leaves and rtjotlets, often wrapped 

in moss, and hidden in a bush. 

• Distribution Mountain ranges 
from E. Himalayas to Malay Peninsula. 




Plumage 


HabiWl Jtt A 


Migration ]\[on -migrant 


Family Tl MALM DAK 


Species tgfWfineUJ 


Length 5^^ in ^14 



Red-tailed Mfnla 

An insect 
hunter of 
the ireetops 
in several 
ty^pes of hill 
forest, this 
bird is most 
common in oak 
and rhododendron wtM>dland. 

• Nest a mossy eup nest, lined 
and situated iit a high fork in a tree. 

• Distribution Mountain ranges 
from E. Himalayas t<i N. Vietnam. 




ift'Odii, t'omid mug vivid white 
stripe id}ove 



• thick 
Murk eye 
\ stripe 





Dis^raiBtiTJO^ 



PKliCHED BiKD 



PKimage 



A 



Mlgratkin jqt^p^niigrant 
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TiMAUtDAK 



Species mpmratd 



8/z in {12 cm) 



Rufous Sibia 

A slender, aocive babbkr. this bird 
is toil lid in the more open types of 
moil n tain woodland, in eluding dwarf’ 
oak forest. When excited, it raises its 
sliagg>', black cap feathers in a crest. 

It is highly acrobatic and hunts 
insects high in the upper foliage, 
appearing hiwer dem n when trees are 

• NKST a mossy cup nest with a fibrous lining, 
built into a twig fork at the end of a branch. 

• DlSTHIlU iTION Through the Himalayas 
from N. Pakistan through N. India to S* China, 




Plumage j^exes alike 


« llJ A 


Migratkm Non-mtRismt 


Family TIMALIIISAF: 


Species m.mfiieeps 


5 in 03 cm) 



Stkiatrd Yuhina 

This acrobatic babbler fiirms flocks of 20 to 30 birds that 
hunt among the larger branches, "t he birds feed mainly 
on insects, gleaned from the foliage, but will take 
berries when available. While feeding, 
the birds utter constant, 
low pitched contact calls. 

• N liST A cu p nest 

made of fine grass, • 

m<:^ss, rotjts, and 
leaves, in a hollow in a bank. 

• [ilSTKIHirnON 
I'rom Iv. Himalavas and 



H. China to N. V^ietnanu 



slivfiked plumage 






Plumose 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration ^f on- migrant 


Family 


Species J/iw/^nllts 


Length 5 Sn (13 cm) 





W H [ SK F RH D Y U H IN A 

"The eonibinarion of a jaunty, pointed 
crest and a 'hmistachc” identifies this 
babbler, which breeds in meumtain forests 
and winters in the trees in foothills and 
lowlands. It nearly always occurs in small 
groups, that often join mixed flocks ot babblers, 
I'he diet consists of insects, spiders, berries, 
and nectar taken from flowering trees, 

• [NlKST l-iithcr domed or cup-shaped, made 
of moss and lined with roots, and suspended 
from the fork of a twig in a tree. 

• DlSTRIIiimON Prom K. Himalayas 
and S. China to N, Vietnam, 



raherl 




Plumage alike 



A m 



Migration Njqn- migrant 
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FamJJy p^-s-nRiPAK 



Species Pfffjfffifs 



Length in U 6.5 cm) 



Bearded 

Parrotbiu. 

Ijivin^^ in rccdbcds, this bird caLs 
insectii in sn miner, seeds in winter. 
K locks are seen searehin<» 
throujt:;li the reeds fcir ffiad. 

• Nl^ST A loosely made cup 
nest, lined with reed phimes, 
in reeds, near the ground. 

• DISTRIBUTION Ratchdy 
distributed in rLiirupc, and 
aertJss Asia to the I^aciile. 




MAU\ 



Plumage 5Jexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family PA^^llR,|ME 


Species p^mifh^iornis heiidei 


Length 7 ( IH cm) 



Reed 

Parrotbill 

A stout bill enables this 
rare, marsh-dwelling bird 
ttj split (>pen reed stems 
and eapeure insects sheltering 
inside. It also eats reed seeds. 

* NHST A deep enp nest made of 
reed and sedge leaves, and anchored 
between stems, just above water 

• Distribution Mainland H. Asia. 

Distribution may prove to be continuous 
between the mo areas on the map. 




* serurr 
gnp ON 
sfm/ 



Plumage alike 




Migration M„n-migram 


Family pouoPnUDAK 


Species meruko 


Length 4^ 



B I A ] E-GRAY On AT( :ATGH 1^ R 

A slender bird that iorages restlessly for 
insects in the trees, this species is seen 
in large numbers upon migration, 

• NitST A eiip nest made of plant 
down and spiders’ silk. 

• Dlstribution 

Much of USA, 

S, Canatla, 

Mexico, 

Chiba. 

Norrliern 

populations winter in 
the south of this range. 




femiik hir/f 




Plunnage 



tit 



Migration 
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Famfcty SyLVIIDAK 



Species 



Length 51 /^ (14 cm) 



^luH 

kM 



Cii'm's Warblku 

A s mill I, sutiiit Wiirhlcr, 
this species usually keeps 
out of sight in reed beds imd 
waterside thickets, where 
it feeds on insects. I’he 
song is brief and explosive. 

• NBST A bulky, deep cup 
nest, made ttf grass, situated 
low^ in waterside vegetation, 

• DlSTRIHi mON l*arts of Europe, 

N. Africa, Middle East, and C. Asia, Middle Eastern 
and Cl Asian populations migrate to N.W. India. 



shuri^ wmtllke ku! 




stmn^y 
mfkk 
feel • 



DISTHIIJITIOX 



Plumage ^|jj^e 


HabHiflt ^ ^ ^ j 


\ Partial migrant 


Family J^VLVIUJAK 


Hphenoeeiais afer 


Le^8Pjin(22tm) 



Cape Grass-Warbler 

A large war bier, the Cape Cirass-Warbler has a 
streaked pattern of chestnut, black, and buff 
for camnutlage In its scrubland and savanna 
babirat. Csiially solitiir\f or in pairs, it is 
shy and secretive, creeping into tangled 
vegetation when disturbed. It feeds 
in cover, taking insects and spiders, but 
often mounts a preeminent perch iu the 
early morning, to sun itself or to sing. 

• Nest a cup nest made of coarse grass, 
lined with tme grass, hidden in a grassy tuft. 

• DiSTKlBl TlON Parts of Zimbabwe. 
Mo7.ambit|ue, and South Africa. 




a?rn- 
find feel 





Plumage alike 


Habitat , ^ 


MEgmtion fsj^n^migrant 


Family gviviUMK 


Species tofuskih naeuia 


.S in (1,^ cm) 





Grasshopper Warbler 

'The male's proli>nged, trilling song, uttered 
from the top of a bush in the nesting 
season, sounds like a grasshopper. Eor 
the most part, this bird remains in the 
undergrowth, on heaths or in marshy 
places, feeding on small insects. 

• Nest a lined cup nest made 
of grass and leaves, litdden in a 
depression in thick vegetation. 

• DlSTKIHU'noN Breeds 
from Europe to W, tlhina. 

W inters as far south as 
N. Africa and N. India. 




* j//w. 

sltenmUned 

buiki 



* Jmtii 
sireuk'mg 




DISTKlBl TlO.N“ 



Plumage alike 






Migrate Migrant 
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family tivLVJIDAE 



Spec:ie$ Acrocephslm schmuolmenus 



Ler^gth 5 ^ 



Sedge Warbler 

One ijf the noisier warblers, this bird 
produces a lively miJcturc of liking phrases 
niimiery, and harsh noises. It is not shy 
and, when disturbed, sings vigorously. 

It is common at the edge of 
reed beds, feeding on insects, 

• [MKST a rekeively deep and 
bulky nest, bound to stems, 
low in waterside vegetation. 

• nisTHimrnoN 

breeds in Knropc and C. Asia. 

Winters in tropical southern Africa, 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitai 


Migration 


Family SvLVUlMK 


Species Jlf-fvcep^n/ns s/enfont'itj 


Length yy, (,tj ^,n,) 



Clamorous Reed- Warbler 

A bulkier version of irs northern relative, the 
Common Reed-Warbler, this insect-eating 
bird is found in papyrus swamps and 
mangroves, as well as in reedbeds, 
across a huge range from Africa almost to 
Ausiralia. Ils song is loud and melodious. 

• Nest a large, neat cup nest, made 
fjf reed leaves or similar materials, lined 
and slung between stems slightly 
above the surface of the water, 

• DiSrKIBUTION Knim N.E. 

Africa thremgh Asia to New Guinea. 

Some populations migrate. 




Plumage alike 


Habitat jw 


Migration migrant 


Family Svi.vlII)AK 


Species pallida 


Lengm ^ 



Olivaceous Warbler 

Confident in hearing, this 
w^arbler is often seen feeding 
in exposed situations, such as 
on a thornhush in open grassland. 

While gleaning insects, it may 
utter **chuck” notes; the song is 
musicaL It usually breeds in scrub. 

• NiiST A neat cup nest made 

of grass, twigs, hair, and spider^vebs, 
placed in a low bush or shrub. 

• Distribution Breeding range 

is from S. Portugal, Spain, and N. Africa 
to C. Asia. Winters in tropical Africa. 




Plumage g^xes alike 






Migration 
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Family SVLVUDAE 



Species Cisti{:f>k brumtescens 



vm) 



Pale-crowned Cisticola 

Nijckcahly Jicrcakcd und short in cho tiiik this 
wiirbler lives in damp areas of grassland, where 
it feeds on ants and other small insects. It is 
normally inumspicuous but, in the breeding 
season, males perlorm a diving display 
fiighr, during which they also sing loudly. 

• NliiSH" An oval nest made of grass that 
is still growing, with a side entrance, 
bound with spiderwebs, and situated 

a short distance above the ground. 

• DlS'l'RlHimON Scattered areas 
in Africa south of the Sahara. 




Piumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration M„n.migrar»i 


FaJn^ly S^'iyiiDAE 


Species prinia g^arUh 


Length 5 jp pj 



Graceful Prinia 

1 liis is a warhier 
of scrub habitats, where 
pairs or groups hop on the 
ground or leap into the air to 
catch insects. In spring, males 
sing from bush cops and 
perform display flights with a 
distinctly audible, wing-snapping noise. 

• Nest a dome or upright oval 
pouch, wich a side enirance, made of 
grass anti spidenvebs, in kiw vegetation, 

• OlSTKlBlfTION From Egypt and 
Somalia through the Middle East to India 




s/tgb/ rrpsf 




DlSTKimiTION 



* typical po^e - 
elegant and 
jaunty 



Piumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration Non-migrani 




Family SyLVIIDAF. 


Species thomdea 


Length ^ in (13 cm) 



Bar-throated Afalis 

A Ijoldly patterned warbler, this species 
inhabits forests, often on hills. Pairs sing 
“d netting” songs: at other times, 
birds join mixed-species flocks. 

They forage at all heights in 
the forest, taking caterpillars and 
mature insects. In behavior, this 
is a bold and iuc{ULsitive species. 

• Nest a long, oval structure made 
of plant material.s, with a side entrance 
near the top, situated in a bush. 

• DlSTRimrnON Emm Kenya 
south as far as South Africa. 



^yhke throat 
with dark 
* gniy bar 



• hug tail 
for balann 




Plumage 



A 



Migration Non-migtam 



www.thenzbplace.com 



304 * IV\SSERINHS 



Family ^YIA IID.\M 



Species seriffm 



Length 5 ^; (13.5 cm) 



Rufous-Tailkd Tailor bird 

1 his sorub-dwcIlliiK vvarhlcr charactonsdculh 
carries its tiiil in a cocked position while 
searchinf^ the under^rrowth for insects. It often 
runs rapid ly along a branch to sci/c its prey. 

1 he species has a loud, dieert'iil song. 

• NiiST '[’he birds “sew”' large leaves 
tngether where they are still attached 
to the plant* using threads of plant down 
and spiderwebs, d'hey then huild 
a lined cup nest between the leaves. 

• DlSTKIlU rnoN Malay Peninsula* Sumatra, 
liurneo, and small islands in W. Philippines. 



y/u//p * 
hiUftir 
pmrin^ 
imvfSi 



Strmig * 

feel fur 

fUTubfitk 

dinging 




Piumage alike 


HaPitat ^ 


Migration N„n-n,igram 


Family svi.viii>ak 


Species 


Length 4 jj^ ^ m 





Rrd-face:i> Crombec 

1 his colorful warbler lives in forest edges, open wrtodland, 
and acacia savanna. It moves in a series of quick hops along ^ 

small l> ra nch es , forag i n g fo r i n sects a n d s nta 1 1 s pi d e rs. 

• NKST A pnrse-shaped nest with an open cop, made 
of grass, hark, and plant tendrils, hound together with 
spiderwebs, lined 
with plant down, 
hanging from a twig 
in a bush or tree. 

• DismtiBi rriON 

K, Africa from 
S, Sudan to 

N. Mozainbitpie. msTkiBt rmjM 





large, stnmg 
feet for a 
• Wiitiker 



Plumage 






Migraihon ]S3tm-migrant 



SVIAIHMF 



Species fhylhseupus eolhbita 



Length 41/^ in ( 1 1 cm) 



Eurasian Chiffchaff 

A small, dull-green warbler tjf open 
forest and scrub, this species can he 
identified by its monotonnus "chiff- 
chaff, ehiff-cliafi*'’ song. It gleans actively 
in low trees and hushes for insects. 

• NitST An almost spherical 
nest of leaves, moss, and stems, lined 
with feathers, on or near the gnsund- 

• DlSTRIHUTION 
Breeds in hiiirope, (1 Asia, 

Siberia, and N, Africa. 

Winters in Africa south 
of I h e h' 1 1 II a tc ! r, a nd I ntli a . S j HKU 1 an P’r Ui vj 





Plumage 






Migration Migrant 
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Length 4Xin(12tm) 



Pkyllosa>/}«s sihitutrix 



Wood 

A trcL-'criwn wiirhicr, this 

species feeds and roosts in \ ^ 

the forest canopy, hut nests at \ ^ 
ground level. Areas of tall Forest 
lacking; undergrowth are Fav(?red. 

' I’his species is brtf^hrer and yel lower ^ 
than the Kuraskm (-hifTchafTand has a 
shiveriniE;, trilling song. It feeds on insects, 

• Nest a domed nest of vegetation, [7^ 

placed im or near the ground. 1^ 

• DlS'mmU nON lUeedsin 
Europe. Winters in eiiiiatorkd Africa. 



pmumitued, 

ydhwhh 

iyestfil)€ 



DtS’TlUBimOjV 



^iargeeyeof 
a forrsi- 



Y DLL.OW-RRHASTKD A 

Warblkr 

"I'his warbler occurs on mountain ^ 
scrub and forest clearings. It often , 

joins niixctl feeding flocks and can 
he seen snatching insects frtmi 
the undersides of Icat'CS. Its trilling 
song is high pitched and disjointed. 

• Nest a domed nc'St of grass and 
mt>sses, placed in a rtsek etc vice, 

• DlSTHnUiTIf)N H. Malaysia, borneo, 
.Sumatra, islands tsfK. Indonesia as far 

as New fiuinea, and \V. Philippines. 



■ //hvmrk^ 
/wr 



1 he cxiiherant song of this hlrd, 
often heard from high in the trees, 
contrasts with its extremely ha sic color 
scheme. It feeds on insects and berries. 

• Nest a hair4ined eiip nest made of 
grass, [daeed lt»\v in the undergrowth. 

• DlSTKIEliTION Most of Europe; 
also Nf. Africa, 

Middle East, 
aiul parts of 

f], Asia. Winters from ^ 

S.W. Europe to ^ 

e t j na t( >ri a I .Aft iea . I'*' li M A t .li 



fypf/Y// of fi 
mlgrfint mtfi^kr 



Plumage ^likt 


Hamat 


Migration xiig^i 


Family j^vLVimAK 




4'/,in(ll,5cm> 



Plumage ^,1,^^. 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Mon.^vi^rant 




Family SviviinAK 


Spades ,vytvV/ fUtiffiplUn 


Length 51^, in. (14 cm) 



Plumage 



« M 



MigrailQM 
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insects in thick scrub, often fin 
rocky slopes, this bird is liEird to see. It is 
more often detected by its short, musicul 
siing, broken with bu/zing, riutlinf; notes, 

* NliST A cup nest of 
f^rass and stalks, in a hush. 

• DiS rUIlUmON breeds 
from Greece to S. Israel. 

Winters in 
N.lv Africa. 

hefivy, 
soit^ 



(jisTkiiimiON 



FwniJy SVLVIIDAK 









Plumage t;cxcs differ slightly 



Habitet 



MJgration vij^^ant 



Family SyLVIIDAK 



Species meplH’Ut 



Family gYl.VlIIMK 



Species aintiUms 



tengm {|2cm) 



Plumage 



fit 



Migratien Migp^nr 



Plumage differ 



Haibitai ^ 



Migration 



IJISTKIKI TION 



Whiteti iroat 



A warbler of shrubby growth and steppe, this bird feeds on insects 
and berries. [i can he seen and identified easily when 
singing - with its white throat puffed out 
conspicuously - or when performing 
its dancing songflight, 

• Nest .a lined cup nest, made 
of grass and hidden in a hush. 

• DlSTliimiTION breeds in 
Hnrfipe and also N, Africa, 

Middle East, and parts of 
C. Asia. Winters in India 
and tropical Africa. 



nijmjs-thftff/ 

^hfgfefifhat^^ 



mSTRlIU TION 



Rueppell’s Warbler 



i/iark hmif mifi 



SUBALPINE WAKIU.ER 

1 his bird is secretive and diffleult to 
observe, hiding in thorny scrub 
and thick undergrowTh in 
open woodland. 

Nonetheless, it is a common species 
throughout the Mediterranean. Irs diet 
c<msists of insects and their !ar\'ae, and 
berries, 

• Nest a cup 

nest of stems anti grass, 
lined with grass or hairs, 
placed low in a bush. 

• DiSTRUUmON 
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Family SviynOAK 



Species undfita 



5 in (13 cm) 



Dartfored Waiibler 

A resident (non-mi^riint) bird in much of 
ITS ran^'c, the eolorful I3tirttnrd Wiirhler 
suiA'ives winter frosts by sheUerin/^ low in 
gense Korse chitkets. 1: sinj^s ver\' musically 
during the course of its spring display Oighc. 
Its diet consists insects and spiders. 

• Nest a cup nest made of grass, lined 
with finer inaterials, placed low 

down in a thick, thorny bush. 

• DO^TKlBin iON l^artsof 
W. anti S. Europe; NAV. Africa. 

Some migration within this range. 



feathers 



long mi! 







H 

elegant 


4-. 


M ; tuiU of a 

fflU thkket 





dtttller 



PlsnuBimoN 



Plumage differ slightly 


HabMat ^ 


Mtgratiofi p;irtij] ntigrani 


Family SvivmtAi: 


Species 


J« in(9cm) 



Goldcrest 

I Jsually secretive, this species 
becomes mtire tame 
and Enqnisitive 
under winter 

von d i t i tj ns. In habi t i n g m i xe d a n d 
coniferous forests, it feeds on insects and 
spiders. The voice is thin and high pitched 

• Nest a hammocklike nest of moss and 
grass, under a conifer bough. 

• D1STIUBL3TION Europe, 
parts of Africa, and G. Asia 
to Japan. Northern populations 
wu n tc r i n t he so u th of th is ra nge, 




tJlSlRJBlJTION 



Plumage 


Habitat Scxcs differ 


Migration ^ ^ migrant 




Family SVLVIIDAK 


Species ^^jfrapa 


Lengm 3/j (9 cm) 



Golden-crowned KiNCurr 

T his tiny bird is difTicult to observe, as it tends 
to stay high in coniferous trees, <>rten the only due 
being its almost inaudible, high pitched .song. In the 
fall, northern populations migrate south, and the 
birds are more easily seen, 
hunting insects in lower cover. 

• Nest a deep, feather-lined cup 
nest of mciss and grass, slung heh>w 
a liranch, usually in. a conifer. 

• DlSTHIIil ITION Parts of ^ 
Canada, much of USA, parts of 
Mexico and Criiatcmala. Some 
migration within this range. Wf. 





Plumage 5^xes differ 



m 



Migration niigrant 
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Famtty SVLVIlliAK 



SpBCjes fakmiuiti 



Lengih ( II 



Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet 

Constantly on the move, this 
bird searches the trees for 
insects, thirds are nervously 
active, Hicking their wings 
and uttering their high 
pitched calls while hunting, 

• N8ST A mossy hall in a tree. 

• l>ISTRmiiTI()[\ Breeds in much 
of Canada and in W. I fSA. Winters 
in S. tlSA, Mexico, and Cniatemala. 




FNumage Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Migrant 


Familjr SviAIIIMK 


Species mphiae 


Length 4in<|{j cm) 



White-browed Tit- Warbler 

A tiny bird with tinusuai tints of blue and pink in 
its plumage, this species occurs in dwarfjuniper 
scrub in mountains arid river valley thickets. It is 
seen in pairs in summer and in small, restless parties 
in winter, gleaning insects in the undergrowth, 

■ INlSST A domed nest of moss 
and animal hairs, lined with feather.s, 
situated in a 
• DiSTKim 
Himalayas fn 
N. India to 'I 
w and parts of 

ntSTRUUTiON Fi-mau- ,S.V\. China. 






find Mm' 
phtmage 



plumage Sexes differ slightly 


Habitat ^ A 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family MUSCIUAIMLMK 


Species stnata 


Length 5'/, (14 cm) 



Spon'ED Flycatci ier 

"Fhis small, brown bird is Ibimd as a spring migrant in woodland 
fringes. Its typical behavior is to watch from a tree, then sally 
out to catch an insect in the air before returning to its perch. 

• NitST A slight cup made of moss, fibers, and spiderwebs, 
behind the srem of a creeper or in a 
crevice, or on a wall or tree trunk. 

• DISTRIIU n'lON Breeds in Europe, 

M. Africa, the Middle 
East, anti C', nAsia. 
Winters 
in Africa, 

Middle East, 

DiSTRiBtTiO'V .iLiViiNH.K and NAV. India, 



hiigf eye 






Sexes alike 



Mabital 



Migfaliai' 



www.thenzbplace.com 



PASSK RINKS • 309 



Family \hrst:!C]Ai’ElMi' 



Species hypokm^i 



Length ^ ^ j j, 



P I K D F I A'C A rCH K R 

A spring migrant to dec id nous svoodlands 
orchards* ht gardens, the Pied I ■' I y catcher 
is less secretive itiiin the sSprnted. When 
perching, it haji a distinctive habit 
tjf briefly lifting up one of its wings. 

• NKS'1’ a iaose cup nest of moss, hark, 
and rootlets, lined with 
feathers, in a tree hole, 

• DlSTRlBliTlON 

Ktirf>pc* N.W. Africa, and 
S.W. Silieria. Winters 
in tropica! Africa, Fi:malk 





• ef/ge of kif/ 



plumage differ 


Habitat ^ 


Miration 


Family 


Species strophiota 


Lertgih 5 (|3 cm) 



k/^gtr, /farl- tye 



RUFOUS-GORtJliTHO 
FLYCATCH1{R 

This hluish-gray llycatcher is found in mixed 
forests, often in mountains. It is usiudly seen 
alone or in pairs. Like other flycatchers, it 
feeds by catching insects in night. In winter, 
mountain popidations migrate to hwver 
altitudes, where they occupy more open habitats. 

• NFiST A loose cup nest made of rootlets and moss, 
with a liner lining, placed in a bank of tree bole, 

* DlSl'KIIUTlON jVhjunrains from 
H, Himalayas to S. Vietnam. Migrant 
populaiicms winter in the south of this range. 



* pit k blue 
pirebem/ sfripe 




Plumage jifyer slightly 


Habitat fct A 


Migration migrant 


Family M|i^:k:aPII>AF 


Species 


Length 4y, in (12 cm) 



RliD-RRl':ASTKD FlYCATCUFR 

Very small fora flycatcher, this bird breeds 
in decidutms and mixed woodland, in both 
lowland and mountains, keeping to the thieker 
Ibliage. U feeds on insects caught in midair. 

In W'inter it fav'ors more open habitats, such 
as forest edges and scrub, l-'emales lack the 
orange throat seen in males of the species. 

• Nl^ST A neat cup nest made of rtjot libers, 
grass stems* and nuiss, lined with hair, and 
placed in a cavity, such as a rotten tree stump. 

• DlSTRIEJHTlON breeds in parts of C. Kurope 
and from L* Europe thrtuigh Asia to Japan, 

Winters in India, S. China, and parts of S,1C ,Vsia. 



throat pit ffeei out in song 




Plomaee 



Habitat A >r 



Migrauon 
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FamfV Pi^^i’YJn’KlREDAK 



Species r(tpeff.fk 



L^ngih 47, in (12 cm) 



Capk Bates 

This foresr-d welling bird tecds 
iju insects and spiders. The 
breast is black in males and 
chestnut in females. Males 
display with a nnisy snapping 
of wings abtive the trees. 

• Nest a cup nest of 
plant fibers, bound with 
spiderw^ebs, in a horizontal 
branch or an upright ftirk. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
Parts of southern Africa. 



m/itrg f}r 



m iftistks hvlp Ui 
emch jiies 




DISTKUn TIO.N 



Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migratiori jsffjn-jiriigrani 


Family MaUIRIDAR 


Species w>/.^ hmgnh 


Length (j 



Orange-crow n rd Fai itv-WREN 

A bird of wet, mountain rain forests, this reclusive 
fairy-wren keeps to the lower and thicker 
undergrowth, where it is infretpiently seen, 
feeding on insects and spiders, Lt>nking 
ditTerent from other fairy-wrens with its light- 
colored plumage, it is most often enemmtered 
in small flocks of 4-12 birds, which are probably 
all closely related to each other. While feeding, 
they continually utter high pitched 
calls to keep in contact with 
other members of their flock, , 

* Nest Unknown, 

• DlSTRIHUTinN New Guinea. W 



hng, usuitUy 
uptilh'd Uiii I 




nLSTkJHi'riOis; 



Plumage alike 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration ^fon-migrant 




Family MaliiridaK 


Species Miiiums mdanotephitim 


Length 5 ^13 



Rfid-backiiu Fairy-Wrrn 

The smallest of the fairy -wrens, 
this species lives in tropical and 
subtropical open grassland areas 
that are dotted with trees, 'The 
birds, often encountered in small 
flucks, forage for seeds, insects, and 
invertebrates t>n the ground, f’hey 
move from area to area or remain 
resident, depending on the food supplv. 

* Nest A neat, do me -shaped nest of 
grass, in a grass tussock or shrub. 

• [>lSTRIBlfTinN 
N. and E. Australia, 




Plumage Sexes differ 



Habitat # 



Migfatiort ^fon-niigraiu 
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Family 



Species 



Length 4y^ (12 cm) 



White-winged 
Fa IKY- Wren 

Vhk bird of arid coining' is seen in 
piirties coni|irisin^ a colorful male 
and his partner^ with a retinue of 
females and subordinate males. They 
fora^;e for insects on the ground 

• NKST a dome of grass and 
hark, with a side entrance, 
cm the ground under cover. 

• DISTRIBUTION 

W. and interior Australia. „ 

FliMAU 



tpAire pmeh 




DJSTKIBLJTION 



Plumage gexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration psJdj^-jYiiigfant 


FamfeSy M^LUftlDAK 


Species yif/ltfru.'c spkft^em 


Length 51^ (14 cm) 



JTten 



Splendid Fairy-Wren 

A bird of scrub and grassland, often 
near forest edges, this species 
forms small parties thar hop 
tyji the ground and search in V T "V * 

the undergrowth for seeds and ) ^ 

insects. Usually only one male is ^ 

in blue plumage in each parry. Birds 
make short flights beiween bushes. 

• NI'^ST An oval structure with a side 
entrance, made of grass, placed in a bush. 

• DlSTRIBt TiON Australia. 

• RFM.ARR Ptimiage pattern varies 
in the three geographical subspecies. 




Plumage differ 


Habitat , 


Migration migrant 


FamHy M,\i 


Species AfaJurus pri/def7imiis 


Length 51/^, (14 cm) 



Blue-breasted Fairy-Wren 

Th is spectacular bird f>ccurs in wajodland 
and scrub. It is often seen in small parties 
consisting of a dominant pair with “helpers”: 
all feed, roost, and nest together. The birds 
forage in groups on the ground, lof>king for 
insects and other small invertebrates. 

* NFST An oval structure with a side 
entrance, made of grass and hound 
together with spiderwebs, lined 
with plant down or feathers, 
and placed in a losv bush. 

• DlSTRIBirnON S. Western 
Australia and South Australia, Hfmale 



^hssy ear 

• p/i 




DJSTlU&t moN 



Plumage 55exes differ 



tii >^ 



Migration ^Jon-jnigranc 
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Family ACAN'I HIZIDAK 



Species Z/mrAyp/f/yjs 



Length ^22 cm) 



EaSTKRN BuiSTLIililKD 

Living in scrub iind being ver>^ shy, 
chis dmb, brown l>ird is lord to see. 

It fonigcs midnly on die ground for 
seeds and insects, often carrying its 
long tail cocked and slightly fanned, 

• NHST a rcjund nest with a side 
entrance, constructed of coarse grasses 
with a finer grass chamber, placed 

on the ground or in a grass dump. 

• DlSTRIlSHTlON K.K. Australian 
coa.stal srrip from Brisbane to E. Victoria. 

• Remark Endangered species. 




Sexes alike 


Hahitai 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family Ai'ANI KIZIEiAK 


Species 


Leriigih f,y4 jn (1 7 cm) 



PlLOTBIRI) 

This bird gets its name from its 
association with the , Superb Lyrebird 
{ju^p. 266). flic larger .Superb Lyrebird 
scratches up leaf litter in search of invertebrates, 
and the little Ptiotbird follows to share in tbc feast, 
'fhe Pih>tbird is often surprisiEigly 
tame and may appmacb a buman 
observer wit bin arm’^s reach. 

• [SiLST A large, untidy, domed 
nest with a side entrance, placed 
on the groimtl or in a bank. 

* Distribution 

S. hi . A u St ra I i a . disth j h i tion 




9 

for kedlng 
fhe gmutifi 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Mabital 


Migration Mt,f|_rni grant 


Family ACAN J iJlziDAK 


Species /fyjffffi/ix 


Length in (i | cm) 



W H rn ;-RROW e d Scr u ej w' it iin 

A small, brownish bird, this species is 
often found in dense thickets, foraging 
just above ground level for seeds and 
insects, d he underside varies in color, 
from sportetl to plain and from 
w hite to buff, according 
to geografihical area, 

• Nest a bulky 
grass sphere with a side 
entrance, placed on the 
ground in undergrowth. 

• DlSTkllUn'lON 
S. and E. Australia. 

Plumage Sexes alike 
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Family Acanthi /.I DAK 



Species 



pmUhi 



Lengtti 4 ^ 



Brown Thorn bill 

A small, inscci-huntin^; bird uifli red eyes, this 
speeics is found in ahnosc all types of woodland* 
usually in pairs or small parties. It forages in the 
imdergrowrh, rarely m\ the gn>und. 

• Nit! ST An untidy* 
bulky* oval nest with a 
side enrnmee, made of 
grass* and place tl on 
or near the ground, 

• DlSTklBl-TlON 
Australia, mosilv south 
of rropic of Capricorn, dlstkihition 



rhestuut rump 





Plumage 


Hahrtet Stt 


Migration Ndn-mtftram 


Family At:LAN riIIZIDAE 


Species hreviroiitris 


Length 31/, jn (9 ^m) 



Wrrbill 

riiis liny, stubhy-billed bird of the trees is tame 
and in!|uisicive but nsually stays hidden 
in the outer foliage. It hovers amid the 
leaves, gleaning and snatching insects 
from leaf surfaces. For such a small 
bird, the Weebill has a loud song, 

• NHST a neat, dome-,shaped 
nest with a spmitlike enmince, 
constructed of plant 
down* twigs* and grasses, 
lined with feathers, and placed 
high in the outer foliage of a tree. 

• I > I S' ['K I H I I TI ON \ I osc of Au s tral i a. 







IMSTHUn TION 





Plumage ^[1,^^. 




Migration ]sjf)n-mi grant 


Family At;AN'IMZIDAE 


Species Apkeiofepkala iauop.\is 


Length 45/1 jp (1 1 cm) 





South KRN Whiti^faci 

A mainly ground-dwelling bird with a 
white forehead, this species forages 
in open spaces im bare, dry^ ground for 
seeds, insects, and ocher invertebrates. It 
is often seen in small parties* which may 
suddenly take flight. 

• NliST A large* untidy 
sphere of grass with a 
side entrance* in a hnv 
hush or tree hollow. 

* DlS'I'klBliTION 

1 nte rif jr c if so u t h e r n 
h a I f of A u s rra 1 i a . niSTRi m in on 




« rhfsttUit flank 
^lenote.^ Wfsifm 
fonn 



Plumage t;exes alike 



Migration migrant 
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Asian Paradisr-Fi.ycatchku 

Vhc male (if this spceics is a remarkable bird with a 
pale hod\; deep black head and nape, a v ivid blue eye 
ring and bill, and a startling tail that culminates in twti 
extra kmg feathers known as screamers. These are 
used principally For display to the female in eourrship 
hehavinn When perched, the male often Iticks his tail 
feathers, opening and closing them in a quick, 
scissorlikc inovemem. 1 1 is white plumage cakes 
at least four years to develop, immature males 
resembling females. Birds feed by catching insects 
in short, aerial chases, I'hey bathe by flying 
down to svater and splashing at the surface, 
before returning to li perch to tidy and clean 
thetr plumage, The call is a short, grating note, 

• NKST a neat, inverted eone-shaped nest 
made of grass and plastered wath 
spiderwebs on irs outer layer. 

Inside the smieture there is a 
nesting cup lined w ith silky 
down, I'he nest is placed in a 
tree, often high above the ground. 

• DlS nilBU riON Breeds in 

Indian subcontinent, C, Asia, 
parts of till in a, and Korea, FHMAt.K 

N or rh ern pop u la t i( m s w i n t er as 
far south as S, India, Sri l^anka, 
and parts of E. Indonesia, 

• R KM ARK I'heeolor 
of the male's body and 
tail plumage varies 
geogra ph ica 1 1 y, t h c 
Sri Lankan form 

never lieeoming white, DlsTiitiun iON 



Family A(i\N"miZII>AK 






Plumage differ 



Habitat 



Migralien N„n,jdi(; 



Famlly MoxaroiIIMK 



Terps'ipkmit paraifiii 



*-■ 8 in {2(1 cm )/2l) in (SO cm) 



’’1""'^ Sexes differ 



m hi 



Migration n^jgrant 



Crimson Chat 



Living in arid places with sparse, low' 
plants, the Crimson Chat supplements its 
insect diet with nectar from tiesert flowers. 
It is nomadic, appearing anywhere where 
rain has produced fresh plant growth. 

• INK ST A compact, deep cup of grass 
and twigs, lined with 
hair and fine rootlets, 
and placed dose to 
the ground in low cover. 

• DlSTHIBUTiniN 
Arid areas of Ausmvlia, Kksj.vu- 



whig 

feathen 



jh'xibk Uiti * 

hun^ hi a 
graitftd mt've 



lllSTRIIil moN 



• hngkgsfor 
foraging mi //le 
gmund 



m h^trefh resi 



WlllTK 

Form 
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Farnkfi; Mqn AR< : iil n A K 



Species ktifop/irys 



Lengm |20 gm) 



WiLLiii Wagtail 

1 liiii grotind-dwclltng I'antail is a common, conspicuous, and 

tame bird, typically seen holdini^ Sts spread tail at a low 
It then pivots its body and swings the 
tail from side to side as it searches 
the ground fen insects and spiders. 

Insects are also caught on the wing, and 
In (luick, short runs across open ground. 

• NKST a cup nest made of bark, grass, 
spiderwebs, and a finer lining, situated 
in a tree, on a building, or on a post. 

• DisTKIBLTION Mohiccan Islands, 

New (Guinea, .Solomon Islands, Australia. 



uni ftigh/etts 
itnm prey 






Sexes alike ; 


HaMat 


Migrrtien Non-migrant 


Family Mon-arc.BIDAF 


Species rufifmm 


h'A in (16 cm) 





Rufous Fantail 

T^'h i s tre e-il w e 1 1 i ng fa n t ad I i v es 
in the middle levels and under- 
growth of rain forest and scrub. 

It hunts hy holding its fanned 
tail high, tilting it and jerking 
it from side to side to disturb 
resting insects. In doing this, it 
reveals its rufous tail and rump, 

• rsJb'S'r A compact cup nest 
of grass and spiderwebs, with 
a pendant '*tai],” in a tree fork. 

• DlSTRmirnoN padilc islands. 
New CJninea, and N. and K. .Australia. 



• WfwmgUii! 
frigitUns 
ifiserf prty 




niSTKIBtmOM 



Sexes alike 


Habitat ftt f.t A 


Migfation o,|grant 


Family 


Species pasdmtm 


SVrmiUcm) 



Jacky Wlntbr 

A :>ni!ill. gruy flycatcher, [his species 
hunts from a perch, often in the cotder 
parts of the day, such as at dawn and du.sk. It 
flies (>nr to catch insccLS in the air or swoops 
to cake invertebrates from the gnnmd. Usually 
in pairs or small parries, the species is untibtrusive, 
though its *'jacky-winter" call is easily heard. 

• NRS*r A shallow cU[-» nest constructed of grass 
and rtmtiets, hound with spiderwebs, and lined 
whrh lichens, d’his is placed on a horizontal 
tree branch, often high above the grotind. 

• DiSTKiBUTION Woodland and grassland 
areas in Australia and S.E. New Cbiinea. 



p/iif stripi^ fiinfvr eye 




Plumage 



Habitat 



Migiation 

migrant 
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Family pAaiVc;Kl'HAunAi-: 



Species CQiiaricnida immmmm 



gy; 



Sexes alike 



ftt 



Migration San^migfam 



Family pAC:HVt:t-:piiALii>A!-; 



Species pj/Q/iffi 



Length y 



Sexes dike 



tJlS'lHIItUTION 



ptitfh 



Easti:rn 

Form 



• UltMARK/l'hehrcnvn 
patch on the back is 
variable or absent according 
to Kc" 0 |iraphical race, ft is 
largest in nor cii western birds. 



msTRmtiTiON 



HoODliD PlTOHlJI 

A heavily huiltT, frtiit'-eating bird, this species lives in tropical rain fore.st and sernb. Its 
most unmistakable feature is its eoloratton - black hood, wings, and tail and a body 
color between orange and rufous brown. It is usually seen in pairs or small parties, in 
tbe tiiidergrowtii or the tree canopy, seeking t>c tries as well as larger fruits. 

• NKST a cup nest of eiirly vine tendrils, lined with finer 
tendrils, situated close m ground level in a bush. 

• Distribution New Guinea. 

• Remark 'I'Eic feathers and skin of this 
bird have recently been Ibiind to be 

toxic and harmful 
to humans. 

shtiriy 
rtmmkd 
wing^ 



mark mmd 



Gray' Shrikk-Thrush 

A heavy, litHjked bill and active hunting methods 
earn the name "‘shrike” for this forest bird, which 
otherwise resembles a thrush. 'The species is 
unobtrusive but tame and is seen seeking 
prey in undergrowth and scrub. It feeds 
on invertebrates and small vertebrates, 
such as boards and bird nestlings. 

• NivST A grass and bark cup nest 
placed just above ground in 
vegetation or a e rev ice 

• DiSI RIBUTION 
Australia and parts of 
New^ Guinea. 



NuitruwjvSTr 

Form 



ItRN 
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Family yCKP 1 1 AL 1 1 >AF; Species p^fkyrepkfth ptff omits 









GOLOKN WHlSTUtU 

An insect- and berr^-catin)^ bird of rain Toresr 
or scrub, tliis species may be detected l>y its 
son". "I*his consists of a musical, whistling 
phrase end in" in a whip-crack nore, 

• Nest a b<iw l of twi^s, bark, j^rass, and 
spiderwebs, placed in rlie fork of a shrub. 

• Ills miBI TION Parrs of 
lnd(>ncsia and Australia, 
and islands in SAV. Paeifie. 

• Rem AKK Has a profusinn 

of subspecies, all with 
different etjlors. b'EMAlJ 




sloitt head 

■ gulden 
btrmi 

fitid 

MIy 




« lypiml 

Uptight 

pfisiure 



DISTiimiTKJN 



□ 



Plumage Sexes differ slight Iv 


Habitat * >r 


Migration migrant 


Family AkbitILAUBAK 


Species faudatm 


Length s^/,jn(i4t.ni) 



LONG-TAILliD Tl'l' 

Constantly active and inf|iiisirive, rhis 
a;^ile species is usually seen in smal! 
flocks that roam the tree tops. 

The birds continually utter 
thin, '"ace -zee-zee'’ notes and 
small, expiosiv e calls as they 
search out insects and seeds. 

• N I ^ S1' A d( ml ed nest wi t h 
a side entrance, made of a variecy 
of materials, including moss, hair, and 
Spiderwebs, covered with lichen, lined with 
feathers, and often situated in a thorny bush 

• Distribution Eurasia to japan. 




DLsrKibimoN 



Plumage alike 


HabrtBt ^ 


Migration ^(^m^niigrant 


Family HAiaDAK 


Species Psa/fripfifus whit/tms 


Length (1 1 i;m) 



Bushtit 

A familiar bird of scrubland, 
often on mountainsides, the 
Bushtit often forms parties of np 
to Zi) birds and is fretiuently seen in 
gardens. It feeds on insects and small 
seeds. In s{>me areas, the male has 
lilack ear patches, hut these varv' between 
individuals and its significance is unknowr 

• Nest a finely woven structure 
(>f grasses and other plant niatertals, 
suspended from a branch. 

• DiS rKlIU ITION W, Canada, 

\V. USA, W. Mexico, and CRiatemala. 



• hrniid^ 



Plumage 




Habitat 
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Species ^ttdufmus 






Family RkmizJDAK 



Pbnduline Tit 

A sprightly, active bird of reedbeds and 
thickets, the Pend u line Tit feeds on 
insects in summer bind seeds in winter, 
d he name refers to its “pendant” nest, 
which may take several weeks tci build. 

• NKST a hanging nest made of woolly 
willtnv seeds and down, which the birds 
repeatedly peck until the texture is tike felt, 
lire nest, with a round nest chamber and a vertical 
entrance tube, is attached to the tip of a twig on a low tree, 

• DlSTRIHUTtON Vma nfS. and E. Europe, and through 
the Middle East to parts of Siberia, Mongolia, and China. 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration jnjj,rant 


FaraJly RK\U/aiME 


Species Jkivkeps 


Length 4 i iO cm) 



Verdin 

A small, inconspiciKms bird w ith a sharp, 
black bill, the Verdin inhahits hnishy 
desert valleys and scrub, especially 
extensive scrub of mesqnite bushes. It is 
usually seen flitting among the outer twigs or 
the undersides of leaves of a desert hush in 
search of insect prey. 'The Verdin is srditary' 
(Hitside the breeding season. Juveniles lack 
the yelhjw head and hrmvn wing patches. 

• Nest a ball-shaped nest constructed 
of thorny twigs with a si tie entrance, 
and placed in a hush or low in a tree. 

• DiSTItmUTION S. I ISA and N. Mexico. 




JllVENlLK 



Sexes aJike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration fs] on- mi gram 




family 


Species afmafii/his 


Length jn ^ 14 (.^1) 



Black-capped Chickadee 

T his came, acrobatic tit w'ith a distinctive 
“chickadee” call in often seen in small groups 
that move contimiously through woodland. It is 
also found in small groves of trees, thickets, and 
suburban gardens. Its diet consists of insects, seeds, 
and berries. After pairing for the breeding season, birds 
form small, noisy flocks in atitumn, and these then 
team up w'ith siniilar small flocks of birds (jf ocher species. 
Black-capped Chickadees are readily attracted to gardens 
in which sunflow'cr seeds, suet, or peanuts are offered, 

• Nest a cup ne.st of plant dowm, feathers, and hairs, on 

a moss base, in a cavity cut in rotting wood, or in a nest box. 

• DISTKIHIJTION S. Canada and N. ILSA. 





DiSTKlRlTlDN 



fail 



Sexes alike 






Migraiiort ^Jnr|, migrant 
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FamlJy 



Species pY/fjjsafer 



Lepgth j ^ ^ 



Coal Tit 

Fijtind in nil rypcs of \vt>fKlland in ics 
mngc, this insccc-ciitinj; l>in.l feeds in 
rl\e tree tops, hut often comes to ground 
level to nest. 




IJlSTimU TION 



• NKSI^ a cup 
nest miide of moss, in si hole 
in :i [tee, stump, or bank. 

• DlSl'KlBUTION 
Most of Kuropc with 
piirts tjf N.W. Africa, 

Middle Hast, Siberia, 

Cl. and E. Asia. 




Noicrn At Form 



Plumage g^xes alike 




Migration Non -mij“ rant 


Famil), p.,nit,A|,- 


Species Pamsrnstnm 


Length 4^^ tl hS em) 



CiUiSTED Tit 

IdeiiEiftcd by its spiky crest and 
soft, [riltinfr son^, the Crested 
l it is almost wkdly a bird of 
coniferous woodland, f or 
most of tlie year it feeds in 
pine folia j^e, often lii^li iii 
[he c[o\H ns of trees, svhere 
it is difficiik co see. It feeds 
on insects, seeds, and berries. 

• NltS'l’ v\ cup nest in a hole in a rotten 
tree, which the bird excavates itself. 

• DiSTKllU TION From Spain 
through most of Kurope to CL Asia. 



ypify ffrsl 

i [fifr 





l>ISTRIin TION 



* legs 
wifh Strong, 
grasphigjeet 



Plumage ggyes alike 




Migration Non -migrant 


family 


Species p^tntSfmtjor 


Length in ( !4 cm) 



CiRiiAT Tir 

BiKiicr and holder than 
most other tits, this bird lives in 
deciduous or mLxed woodland, larmland, 
parks, and semi-open areas. It advertises 
its presence with loud, repedrive sinking. 

Us diet includes insects and fruit, numa^e 
varies geo>;rapliiea1ly, some of the piipiilattoiis 
in .Asia lacking; ^reen or yellow pkiinaf;e. 

* NHST a cup nest lined with fine ^rass, placed 
in a hole in a tree or wall, or in a nest box. 

• Distribution Most(>f Kumpe with 

NAV. .Africa; parts of .Siberia arul K. Asia; parts 
ofC. Asia, Indian siiheontincnt, and S.K. Asia. 



• pimetjiti 




Ptumag& 






Migration 



Non -migrant 
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Length 4'/^ in (11.5 cm) 



Family 



Species piirtts ^mmkus 



Bluk Tit 

Well known iis a f'arden bird, the Blue 
Ht is also ecimnion in woodland. Ics 
food includes insects, seeds, and fruit, 

• NliST A nest of mosst gra.ss, and 
twigs, lined with grass and feathers, 

in a hole in a tree or wall, or in a nest box. 

• [ilSTRlRlTTlOIN Kuropeand parts 
of N. Africa and the Middle Rast. ^ 

• Ki:makiv a readiness to ^ 

investigate new food sources, and to 

use nest boxes, explain the Blue, 'Fit's 
frequent appearance as a garden bird. A 



f/ke {Towf! 



^httf sifipt^ 



mu! !mi 



» smaii^ 
pomrefi enst 



Tufted Titmouse 

N a tt! ral ly a bi rd of woi »d I an d, 
forests, and scrub, the llifted JT 
Titmouse is a frequent visitor 
CO gardens, particularly where 
winter food is provided. It is 
seen in pairs and small parties, 
also joining mixed flocks, searching 
for insects, seeds, fruit, and nuts. 

• NKSTA cup nest made t>f 
hair, wool, leaves, and grass, placed 
in a tree hole, post, or nest box, 

• Distribution s.r. Canada, 

R. USA, and N,K. Mexico. 



SoimiKRN 

Ft>RM 



Wallgreeper 

Climbing in short hops up rock 
faces, this bird uses its long, curved 
bill to probe crevices for insects. 

• Nest riaced in a rock crevice, 
the nest is made of roots, grass, and 
moss, and lined with wool and hain 

• Distribution 

From Kurope 
to E. Asia. 

• Remark its 
jerky, flitting style 
of flight resembles 

that t)f a butterfly. FEMALE 



# srar/e/ 



DESTRIBimON 



« /mge for 
dimbing rock faces 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration (digram 


Family ParioaR 


Species ifffif/or 


Length in (16 cm) 



'”iu"'=e® Sexes alike 


HabKat fcf flt 


Migration ^[(Jn,^ligrant 


Family SoTlDAE 


Species JifPo^roma mumria 


Length ie()7i;m) 



Plun>age Sexes differ 



Habitat ^ ^ 
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FamiJy Sm iDAK 



Species mmpfiea 



Eurasian Nuthatch 

Visually seen rurming along tree branches or 
up and down the trunk in search of insects, 
this bird also takes nuts, w^hich it 
wedges into a crevice and breaks 
open with blows of its bill, 

• Nest a cup nest made rif 
bark flakes, in a tree hole. 

"I’he entrance is often 
plastered with rmid 
to reduce its size. 

• DlSTRIHirriON 
Much of Kurasia. 




Mumag^ Sexes alike 


Habitat jgt 


Migration N,>n-migrani 


Family SirriRAF. 


Species aifv/hifnsfj! 


Length (I4cml 



Whitk-breasted Nuthatch 

Common in deeiduous woodland and mixed 
fnrest areas within its range, the White- 
hreasced Nuthatch characteristieatly works 
its w'ay up, down, and across tree trunks 
in all tlireetions as it forages for 
smalt insects. Like other nuthatches, 
it will also take nuts, which it hammers 
open with blow^s from its stout hill. Its 
song is a series of low', nasal w'histles, 

* NBST a hole in a tree, often lined 
with bark chippings and sofrer materials. 

• DlS l’KlBl rnON Parts of S. Canada, 
much of t 'SA, and mountains of Mexico. 




Plumage alike 


Habitat Jjj 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family NkOSI'ITIOAK 


Species chrysoptem 


Length 4y^ ^12 pm) 



Varied SriTELUA 

This small and gregarious species forages actively among 
the branches and twigs of trees, feeding on invertebrates. Plumage 
colors on the head, back, and w'ing stripe vary with the subspecies. 
• Nli^T A cup nest made of insect cocoons, spiderweh.s, hair, 
and wool, camouflaged w ich bark flakes, 
and built into an upright fork of a tree. 

* Distribution Much of Australia 
and I lighlands of New Guinea. 



NoRI’H W'ltSTERN 

Form^ 





DiSTRlBirriON 



Eas pekn Form 




Ptuma^ Sexes differ slightly 



hi 



Mjgfation Non-mtgram 
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Family CERTHIIDAK 



Species C'^rfh/i 






Eurasian TRRitCRHiiPHR 

I'his ^ray^brown bird is usiiaHy seen climbing 
a tree trunk in short spurts. It pauses to feetb 
sc arching a Fissure in the bark fur spiders 
nr insects with its tweci'.eriike bill. While 
stationary, it presses its stiff, spiny tail 
against the hark for balance; It then swoops 
down low before climbing the next tree. 

• NKST a pocket-shaped nest made 
of plant fibers, placed behind loose 
bark, in a split tree, or behind iw. 

• DlSTKlliUTION I>arts of W. Europe 

and from K. Europe through C. Asia to Japan. 




Plumage 


Habitat JJf 


Migration 


FariiHy Cl- R'l III I DAK 


Species nmetimfin 


in (13 cm) 



Brown Crrrphr 

Adapted for dlmbing tree trunks and large branches, 
the Brown Creeper presses irs stiff tail against the 
bark, both for balance and support. Like 
the Eurasian Treecreeper, it works its way up 
one tree after another, searching any crevice in 
the bark for its prey i>f spiders and insects. 

• Nest a pocket-shaped nest constructed 
of plant fibers and flakes of bark, 
placed behind loose bark, in a split 
tree, or behind a heavy growth of ivy, 

• Distribution vv. and s, Canada, most of usa, 

and mountains of Cl. America to Nicaragua. Northern 
populations winter in S.E. USA and N. Mexico. 



/Ahi, h 'lU 




P''“"«e®Scxi:5 alike 


HaMtat 


Migration migrant 




Family CLIMACrrRRIDAK 


Species aimiKteris^fmk 


Length in (15 im) 



Wurrii-BROWED 
Treecrkkfer 

Although called a treecreeper, this bird 
feeds on the ground as much as it docs 
in trees. It does not use the tail as a support 
when dinnbing, and tends to perch across twigs 
rather than on the tree trunk. Its diet consists 
principally of ants. Like other treccreepers, 
this species is usually seen singly or in pairs 

• Nest A nesi made in a hollow 
in a tree, usually near ground level, 
and lined with animal hairs and grass. 

* DlSTIUHl ITION Interior of Australia. 




yt'/Zr/ar mng imr 




sfmrt fail 
h usffi 
ti .Kuppm't m 
t'iimldtig 



DISTRIIUTKI.N 



Plum^e 



Habitat fct >r 



Mieration I^on-migranc 
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DiflAKrlJAK 



Species tY/lt/f/i 



Length j^i ( 14 tm) 



FaN-TAILHD BhRRY I’ liCKHR 

"riiis shy, min inrcst hinl 
feeds muinly tm berries fren> 
the imdert»rovvih, also mkin^ some 
insects, l[ often hovers to pluck 
berries or insects fnrni the foliage. 

• NHST a neat, deep eti[> nest nuRle 
of libers com trmii ferns, decorated wirh 
lichens, and placed in 
the fork of a tree or 
on a htjri/ontal Ijrimch. 

• DISTIUIUTION 

New Goinciu h KMAi K 



mii pfiffhes 
fifr ffimpirtmts 
hi * 





msTKiMrnoN 



Plumage 


Habitat 5(1 SJ A 


Migraiion Mi.n-misriini 


Family |)|c,vki|)AF; 


Species hlntnffmmeum 


Length 4i/,^n (11 em) 



Tfc m sh/irp, ^77 v- 

MlSTLIil'OEIJ [ RD s Jr/mg m 

"This small, short-tailed bird lives in rain Ibrest, 
open forest, and seriihkintl. It feeds partieiilarK 
on inistletoe l>e tries ( void in^i their sdeky .seeds 
imhanned on hranehe.s, where they , germinate 
and grow) and also rakes nee tar, flmver petals, 
and inseets, Mistletoehirds ftmn small, nomadie 
fitR-ks, wliieh move about the foliage from tree 
to tree in search of fruiting mistletoe plants. 

• N HHT A domed, hanging 
nest of plant down and 
spiderwebs, [daeed in a tree. 

• l>IS rRimiTION Australia 

and parts of B, Jndemesia. Kmmai.k 





oisniiiuTioN 



• hti^ 

umnudu 
mt ^ 



Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration 




iik.aiuijak 


Species pamUitus 


Length 



Spottiu) Pardai.oth 

I sually seen singly f>r in pairs, this tiny, 
brightly cohjred bird forages in the upper 
fuliage of trees for insects, which it catches 
in passing, nfren taking them from the 
undersides of leaves, in the rand t mi method 
known as “gleaning." As a treet<jp 
bird, it is in tire often heard than seen, 

• NBST A domed nest, made 
of hark fragments, either at 
the end of a tunnel dug into 
a hank or in a tree stump. 

• niSTlUHirnON 

S. and K, Australia. P kmau-; 



fmmi 





Sexes differ 



stt 



Migration (Nfipn-inigrant 
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FamI ly ^ kc j ar | n 1 1 t>AK 



Species 



Malachite Sunbird 

Nocabk for its cxtrcmdy long tail and hill, 
the Malachite Sunhird probes flowers for nectar 
and often also catches insects in hawking flight. 

It is an active, aggressive, and territorial species 
chat may often he seen in open habitats sueli 
as grassland, defending a feeding sice such as 
a flo\vering hush or tree, from ocher simhirds. 

Adaptable to a wide variety of habitats, it is equally 
at home on senibhy mountainsides or in gardens 
and parks. It is usually seen in pairs during the 
breeding season, but singly at other times of the 
year. During courtship, the male displays to the 
Female hy shivering his wings and raising his 
tail. 1'he song, delivered either out of sight from 
within a hush nr from a eonspicuous perch, consisrs 
of piping call m>tes. followed by rapid, high pitched notes, 

• NiiS'r .An ov al-shaped structure made of grass and 
other vegetaide matter, hound vvirh spiderwebs. 'I'liis 

is lined with fine material and placed low- down in a hush. 

• [])lSTKiKl TION A series of separate areas 

in mountain regions from Kthiopia to South Africa. 

• RBMARK I’he male bird's longer tail accounts 
For the length diflerenec between the sexes. 



Rumage g^xes differ 



Habitat 




Family ]sf(.:(rrAftlNllUAE 



Species jti/tme/ish 



L 9 in (23 cm)/6 in (IS cm) 




Bronze Sunbird 

"I his bird occurs in clearings, forest edges, and bushy grassland 
in tropical mountain ranges. Males are tjfteit conspicuous 
as they defend their territories, ferociously chasing off 
rival males, bronze 5ionbirds ucrer loud, musical, 
piping call notes to maintain contact. 'I'hey 
feed on nectar, inseers, and spiders. 

• NKST An oval structure made of grass, 
flowers, lichens, and bark shreds. 

'riie nest is bound with spiderwebs 
and situated in a bush, 

• DlSTRlIilTTION Moimiains 
in H, Africa from K. Zaire and 
I’ganda to Mozambique. 

• Remark The male's 
longer tail accounrs 
for rhe 3 in (8 cm) 
difference in 
length between 
the sexes. 



ihf>W5 /IS 

htrd mms 
in the light 




Ehmali 



lJtSTH[BL"nO\ 



Plumage differ 



Habitat A 



Migration ^j^n-nugfant 
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Family [VrCTARINIIIDAR 



Aefkopyga chmiime 



Fokk-tailed Sunbird 

I’ll is bird occurs in forests jind clearings and 
is commonly seen in tall trees, duning from 
flower m fitjwer. It lives niainlv on ticctar and 
occasionally on insects, usually feeding while perched. 

but sometimes in hovering flight, 

• NKST a ball -shaped nest, made 
of grass, bound 
with spiderwebs, 
and placed in a tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
S. China and 

DiSTRiBiiTiON N. Vietnam. F i:\iAi.K 





.Sexes differ 


Habilal ». A 


Migration -migrant 


Family NeCTARINIIDAE 


Species Ar/idfiO/Aero ^ffims 


^"e“>6Min(i7em) 



GRAY-BRIiASTEO 
SPlDFiRHUNTER 

A Strongly built bird with a short tail and a bill 
that looks disproptirtionately large, the C> ray-breasted 
Spiderhunter is seen in the trees and undergrowth of 
tropical rain forest. "I he long bill is used for snatching 
s pide rs f f 0 m their webs, for drinking ^fre&kefl 

nectar from flowers, and for taking seeds. 

• N KST A cup-shaped nest of gra.ss stems, 
decorated with young fern fronds and small flowers, 
and suspended from the underside of a large leaf. 

* Distribution Malay Peninsula, 

Borneo, Sumatra, Java, and Bali. 



dtiii olive phtmti^efor 
• cmtmufhge agiohisi faim^ 




niSTmiu TioN 



Plumage ^y^xes alike 


m. ^ 


Migration ]sjon_niigrant 


Family Zr>sTi:ROPilMK 


Species Xosterops palpebrosus 


Length 4%irinum) 



Oriental White-eye 

(Common in open, sc rub -covered country^ and 
forest edges, this bird is ct |ually at home in 
bushes and trees. It is usually seen in pairs or small 
flacks of up CO 30 birds, uttering high pitched calls as 
they forage quickly through the upper foliage in search 
of insects, nectar, and fruits. 

• NFST a cup-shaped 
nest made of fine roots, leaf 
ribs, and stems, and placed 
in a tree or bamboo chimp. 

• Distribution 

Much of Indian sul>concinent, 

S. China, and parts of S.F. Asia. DiSTRiin mox 



/ypii'e/l 
* eye ntig 





• ffdge/ a firm 
grip feeiiing 



Plgm^e ^exes alike 



Habilal ^ 



Migration 
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Family Zos”rivR(>pii>AK 



Species po/hgf^sfer 



Length 41 /^ in ( 11 cm) 



BrOAD-RINGEiD 
WhITIi-KYE 

Fatrly commonly found in 
mountain rain forests, this bird 
oecnrs in large* noisy flocks iliac 
move alumt in search of food. Its diet 
consists of a mixture of insects and berries. 

* NI^ST a deep cup nest of piiinc 
fibers nr lichens, lined with finer 
fibers, and attached to hushes or small 
trees, sometimes suspended from a twig. 

• DlSTRIBt rnoN N.K. Africa. 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Nt,n.migranc 


Family MEUrHACmAE 


Species TaxGii^ampAffs fiff/iopferjis 


5 in (1.1 cm) 



Grey-winged Longeui.l 

Fhis bird is found at the edge of mountain rain forests 
and in secondary^ growth (bushes or trees regrown after 
forest dearaiice). It feeds on insects and nectar> 
flirting among the foliage in a ner\ous manner. 

* NKS r A deep* poiichllke nest of greenish 
plant material and 
spiderwebs, 
deccjrated with 
the \vhlte cases 
of spiders' eggs, 
and placed on the 
branch of a slender sapling. 
PisTmm TON • DlSTKIBliTION New Criiinea 





'’1'""^® Sexes aliku 


Habitat ^ 


Migration ]\fon-mignsni 


Family MKUPHAaiPAE 


Species pef/ora/is 


Length! 5 /, in (Hem) 



Banded 

HONEYIiATER 

1 his species inhabits woodland 
and waterside FoIiagCt traveling 
m)madica!ly in search of nectar* 
insects, and flowers. Flocks of 
ntiisy* aggressive birds are seen 
feeding in blossoming trees. 

• NKST a Clip nest made 
of grass and bark, bound with 
spiderwebs* and suspended in the 
outer fol iage of a tree or bush. 
•DlSI'KIBUTION N. Australia. 




Sexes alike 



Habitrt at 



Milration 
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Family MelJPHACIDAE 

Noisy Friarbird 

This gmy-brijwn Koncyciirer is 
recognized at close quarters by 
an upright growth r>n thi 
top of its bulky bill, 
and by its almost totally 
naketk black head. Most of the rime it 
remains high in the canopy, where it has to 
be identified by its vi>ciferous 
calls and aggressive behavior. Its diet 
consists of berries and larger fruits, 
insects, nectar, and the eggs i>f other birds. 
• Nest a large, cup- shaped nest m,ade 
of grass and bark, hound together with 
spiderwebs, and usually built high 
in the outer branches t}f a tree. 

• DlSTRIlUrnON 
E. Australia. 




tjisrmm ii ion 




JUVENH.E 



Plumage alike 


%. att 


Migration Mon-migranc 


Family \1 [.:u|ihac;idaK 


Species Ef/fortnz^ff 


Ur>gjh ^2Vz in QZ cm) 



Biaiem'ackd Honryeater 

Fhe large size of this bird, and its unusual appearance, with 
parches of bare, blue skin around the eyes, make this species 
very conspicuous. It is seen in scattered woodland and scrub, 
where it forages on tree trunks and branches for insects, 
as well as catehing them in the air. Nectar and fruits, 
including culcivarcd bananas, also form part of its diet, 

• Nest A bulky cup nest made of coarse plant materials, 
lined with softer materials, and placed in a tree fork, d'his 
species sometimes uses old nests of babblers or miners. 

• Distribution s. New Guinea 

L and N, and K. Australia. 

* Remark Idke s^une other large 
honeyeatcfs, this species can be 

aggressive toward birds 
and even people. 
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Family MeLIPIIMMIMH 



Species />erjki/k/us 



Length 7 [j, 



W H ITli-PLl J M E D Hon E Y EATER 

A Uvdy, accive honcycatcr this species is ettually at home 
in town gardens and forests. Small ilocks are seen moving 
about in open stands of trees, taking nectar from 
tree blossoms, and catching small invertebrates, 
rhe courtship display consists of a short, upward, 
tlurcering flight and a shrill “chickovvee” call 

• NPST a cup nest made of grass, 
lined with feathers and hairs, 
bound with spiderwebs, and 
suspended in a tree or bush. 

• Dis rHiFumoN 

"I hroiigh much of Australia. 




DlSTRIBtTTON 



Plumage 


Habitat A 


Migration |s3on-migrani 


Family MELIPHAtJtUAK 


Species, p^y/ii/ofjyris nfi^dehdlandiae 


L®"Pf'7iTi(l«cm) 





/frisl/y 

/mfAers 



New' Holland 
Honeyeater 

"Phis noisy, restless bird is nomadic, 
and flocks will gather at any good 
source of nectar Originally a bird 
of coastal heath I and, it also visits 
gardens and parks. It feeds on insects. 

• NBST a cup nest of grass and 
bark, bound with spider- 
webs, with a softer lining, 
placed in a hush or tree, 

• Distribution 
S.E.; md.SAV.Ausm,ii.. .n.^RMLn: 



st^nrig fye m/A p/ik i/is 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat _A_ 


Migration , [^ -migran t/ nom ad ic 


Family MeI.IPHACIIME 


Species melanuni 


Length in (20 cm) 



New Zeai.and Bellbird 

The lk|uid, beU-like song of the New Zealand Bellbird is heard throughout 
the year. It is a common forest bird, often seen in large numbers on 
flowering trees, where it feeds on nectar, fruits, and insects. It 
alstj visits gardens near ihe forest edge where fruit is otTered. 

• NHST a loosely constructed cup 
nest made of coarse materials, 
lined w irh line grasses 
and feathers, 
and placed in 
the fork of a tree, 

• DISTRIBI TION New Zealand. 

• K E M A K K. On ly t h ree s p ec i es t j f 
mSTRllUTloN honeyeater occur in Nesv Zealand. 





Plumasge differ slightly 



HatortPl ftt », 



Migration 



www.thenzbplace.com 



^^2 • PASSK RINKS 

Family I , , I ,, Species 

SPANGUiD 
Honkybatkr 

AkhiJtiKh omspicuniis because of iis 
large size and cokjrfiii appearance* 
this honeyeater is rather i(uiet and 
unobtrusive* Sluggish in general 
behavior* it occurs in the upper 
branches of the higher moiintain rain 
forests, usually singly or in pairs* feeding 
tm Fruit such as berries* with (>ecasiunal 
insects. Presumably heeause of this i her it has 
a short* heavy hill and lacks the brush tongue of 
nectar-feeding species* 'I'he typical 
call is ''chut* chut/’ l‘he yellow face watrle 
appears capable of bcc<miing red during 
sexual displays. Because of its isolated range 
and retiring habits in a difficult habitat 
for Held work, little is known about it* 

• NBST a bulky, cup-shaped nest* loosely 
made out r>f moss, leaves, and other plant 
material, hanging from the end of a branch. 

• DiSTkIHI ITION Mcnintains of the nuim iVninsula of 

W. New^ Ciuinca, from 3,900 ft ( L2()0 m) to 11 ,000 ft (,^*300 m). 




Sexes alike 




Migraiioe Non-niigraiu 


Family \lKrj|'UAC?II).\K 


Species 


Langth in(3K cm) 



Ykllow-throated Miner 

This heavily hiiilc* generally gray-brow'n h on eye a re r 
is a sr>eiable and attractive bird* with a strong, yellow- 
colored w^ash on its breast and forehead. It lives in 
small colonies, often in scattered gmups of trees in 
ntheiNvise open country. Birds probably travel 
nomadically betw^een such feeding and roosting 
sites. 'They feed predominantly on 
the ground* taking insects and seeds, hut they 
also ascend the trees to take berries* fruit* and 
sometimes nectar from Howers. Yellow- throated 
Miners are aggressive birds* with much qtiarreling 
w'ichin the colony as well as vigorous defense 
against birds of other species* Often this 
defensive behavior involves the entire flock, 
taking wing and chasing a marauding bird 
of prey out of irs territory* mobbing* ami even 
physically attacking the intruder in flight* *l"here 
is cooperative care of nestlings within the colony* 

• Nest a loose cup nest made <^f grass and twigs, 
lined with wool and feathers, and placed in a 
tree fork up to 2(1 ft (b m) from the ground. 

• [YIS I'KIBimON Much of Australia. 




Plumage 



Habitat fjf .» 



(i^igratjon 
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Family VlRLIPtlA(ill).\K 



;1 nthwhatra pmwhxa 



Length layi jn (47 



Plumage 



M hi 



Mi^alion js^on-migriint 



Family \|kj 



Species 



I K in f46anli^i' in aTV) 



Plumage 



Migrkicsn ^sffm-migrant 



DISTRim TKW 

. Q 



SUGAUmiiD 



I his heath bnd bird is seen singly or in 
pairs during the breeding season* and in 
small groups* often at a fav ored feeding 
site* at other times of year I 'he 
Siigarbird exploits the I'rutea plant in 
a nmiihet of ways* It feeds mi Pnjfm 
nectar, whieh sn|ipleinents its diet 
of insects and spiders, '[’he male 
perches conspieuously on the flower 
to eall and to show his presence to 
po re n t i a I r i va ] s for bree d i ti g ce r ri tor y. 

• NhiST An untidy cup nest made 
of twigs* grass* bracken, mots, and pine 
needles* neatly lined with 
Profert dou n* and |i laced 
in forked or tangled 
bra n e h e s of hi i s h es , 

• DlS^'KIHirnoN 
S. KoLith Africa. 



• praif/i /hti^er 

* R KM AUK Both male and female Sugarbirds have 
long tails, but the niale^s much longer tail aecoiints 
for die 9 in (23 cm) length difference between the sexes. 



• .ihmf 



Htiffirtml 



mSTHIIilillON 



« maiPs 
king tail 
far aerial 
elkpiay 



T he largest of the honey eaters, the Yellow Wattlehird is a slender* ungainly 
bird with characteristic wattles dangling from the cheek, blocks visit 
eucalyptus trees to feed on imsects and nectar. I hcy also 
fruit from low shrubs* and sometimes from orchards* and 
use garden bird feeders. 'This aggressive and noisy bird 
can he recognii^.ed by its harsh* guttural call notes. 

* NksT a hiose cup nest made of twig.s, leaves, 
and bark, lined with down and feathers, and 
placed in a high* upward -pointing tree fork. 

• DlSTKiBUTIOIN'rasmania. 



cheek 

mmks 



• spnUecl breast 
\ellfit^' belly patch 



long, 
tapenag 
tail % 



* strong 
feet for 
flinging 
to a tree 
perch 



Yei.low Wattlkiurd 
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family Kmuj-:hizii>ak 



Species dtrsmUa 



Lentgth in (16 cm) 



Ykllowhammer 






This fimiiliar burning of he rows 
and farmland is idencified by the yellow 
head and monomnoiis song phrase of die male. 

"['he diet consists mainly of insects and seeds, 
most of which are taken from the ground, 

• Nest a neat tup nest of gras.s, lined with finer 
materiak, and placed in the base (>f a hedge, in a low 
bush, or on the ground. 

• Distribution 

Most t>f Europe, and 
parrs of N.W. Africa ^ 

and C Asia, Female 





'■'“"’“e® Sexes differ 


Habitat A 


Migration migrant 


Famlfi^ EMBERI^aDAK 


Species 


Length 06cm) 



Golden-breasted Bunting 

A brightly colored bunting of open-eountr^f 
habitat, this species is recogni/.ed by its 
deeply undulating flight and a habit, when 
alighting, of flicking its tail. It feeds on the 
ground, taking seeds and insects. Outside the 
breeding season, it joins mixed feeding flocks 
composed of other buntings and €anarie,s. 

• Nest a shallow cup nest made of 
grass and roots, lined with fine 
rootlets, and placed close to the 
ground in a kiW' bush or tree, 

• Distribution Open country 

areas of Africa south of the Sahara. Femai,(v 




Plumage differ 


Habitat , 


Migration Nun.mjgjant 


Family EmBKRIZIDAK 


Species sfktfenic/iiS 


Length ^ 



Reed Bunting 

In spring, males of this species perch on the 
tops of reed.s or bushes, uttering their three- 
note song. In winter, Reed Buntings join 
Hocks of seed -eating birds on farmland. They 
feed on the ground, taking seeds and insects. 

• Nest a cup nest made of grasses, 
placed in vegetation on the ground 
or in a bush, usually close by water. 

• Distribution Brecd.s in 

Eurasia from W. Europe to Japan. 

Migrant populations winter in 
S. Europe, N. Africa, Middle 
Easr, N. China, and N. Japan. Female 




Pium^ Sexes differ 






Migration pdi grant 
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Family KMBHRIzm.\K 



Specfes Ciikartt/s omatm 



Length (15 



Pium^ Sexes difTcr 



Migration 



Family KxiAKRtZIlIAK 



Species pieftrophenax nivafts 



6% in (17 cm) 



Plumage Sexes difTer 



Migration digram 



Family j?. 



mri:ri/,iimk 



Speores Passerella Uiaca 



Lefigtti 7 in (ificin) 



Plumage Sexes alike 



Habitat IL 



Migratkm y,^„i^| migrant 



Snow Bunting 

Tins species breeds on the tundra and 
in some mountain areas further south, lu 
winter^ large flocks migrate south and otii 
of the mountains, settling on exposed 
landscapes by the sea. The diet consists 
of seeds, with insects in summer. 

• NKS'r A cup nest in a rcK:k crevice. 

• DlSTRIBl TION Breeds in N. Norrh 
America and liurasia. 

Winters farther south, 

• R KM ARK Kemaics 
browner, w^ith less 

white plumage. Winter Male 



• round 
head 



ChESTNUT-COLLARIiO Longspur 

rkis shy, inconspicuous hunting breeds on short-grass prairies, 
feeding on seeds and insects. Khe male performs an 
attractive display flight, with a warbling simg. 

* NKST a grassy cup in a hollow 

* lilSTRIBirnoN Breeds in 
C. North America. Winters 
in 5. I LSA and Mexico. 

* Ri:mauk 

The ‘'spur'’ refers 
tc> its long hind 
daw, an adaptation 
to ground -dwelling. F EM ALE 



shojihh 
im! 



mxTRimiTroN 



j>isTR(mrnoN 



oiiier fail 

feadien 



Fox Sparrow 



A heavily built bunting with 
a musical song, this bird feeds 
in undergrowth on insects and 
seeds. It sings from an exposed 
perch, even in winter. 

* NfiST A cup nest, in a 
rhicker, on the ground 
or in a shrub. 

• DlSTRIBLITION 

Breeds in C>anada and 
W. { ?SA. Winters 
from S.W, Canada Typical 
[0 S. LISA, WESTiiRN Form 



tvumled hairi nutrkin^s of 

eastern 



hisTMtuirnox 
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Family F,.vmKHi/iI>AK 



Species Mffosptzji mehdm 



Length 6% in {16 cm) 



Song Sparrow 

Identifiable by the Inud, imisical 
pb rases of its this bird is common 
in open coimtr>' with bushy cover and 
in thickets neaiJitreams. It feeds on the 
grountk taking seeds and invertebrates. 

• NliST A cup nest ntiuic of grass 
and stems, on the ground in a 
thicket, (d’ten near a stream. 

* DiSTRIBUTlON breeds in 
North America from the Arctic 
Circle to Mexico. Stmic popula- 
tions migrate south In winter. Eastkrn b'oRM 




Plumage 


AB5 * 


Migration jnjgpjnt 


Family 


Species Zotm/tifAiit ^iikkoHh 


Length 6/,ion7cm) 




Wl JITli-l'HROATKD SPA KROW * sfripi'd It 

Normally a grtumd -feeding bird of 
wfMidland and undergrowth, eating 
seeds and insects, this speeies 
also visits gardens. Its whistled 
song is heard in all seasons. 

• NliST A cup nest, lined with rocn- 
lets, placed <m the ground or in a busb. 

• DlS PRlBLl TION breeds in 
Canada and NdC USA. Winters 
in USA and N. Mexico. 

• Remark in adult birds, 

the patch in front of the eye 
va rie s fn >m w^h i te ti \ ye I tow- J 1 1 V FS N 1 1 Ai 



DJS'I RJIU TIOIX 



Plumage ^j^xes alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration migrant 


Family RMHERE/inAE 


Speciaa hyemolk 


Length f,!/, j|’i { ^m) 



Dark-kyrd Junco 

This ground -feeding bunting scratches 
for seeds and insects in forest edges and 
glades. It v aries regionally: some forms are 
hrciwn and others have black heads, but most 
are gray with a dark head. 

• Nest a cup nest rsf 
grass, in bushy cover, 

• DlSI'RinUTION 
Breeds in Canada, in 
m^rtherly and mountain- 
ous parts of I kSA, and in 
N, Mexico. Northern 

birds migrate south. ihstiuiutkjN 




Plumage differ slightly 



iiS 






Miffalion 



migrant 
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Faml(y 






Species urimrea 



Length 51/^ in (16 cm) 



Amkrican Trek Sparrow 

A bird Ilf open cmmtry uich busliv cover, this hvmting is 
identified by the dark spot on its gray breast, [n winter it 
joins mixed docks of j^^round-feeding birds, 
taking seeds and 
invertebrates. 

• NKST a shallow Clip nest of 
grasses and other eoarse vegetable 
materials, lined with feathers, and 
placed in a low bush or on the ground 

* DlSTEmU I'l'ION breeds in 
Alaska and N. Canada. Winters 

ms'i itiKUTii jN in PSA as far south as Texas. 



rhe^^imn i rmm 
^h kebim . 




fluffed pimmige * 
for winier wontuh 



Plumage alike 


Habitat ^ , , 


MigtaUMi Migtam 


Family K\tm:m^ll>AK 


Species mgrf>mfo 


Length 



Black-ano-rufous 
Warbling Finch 

A small and active seed-eater with a short bilk 
this species inhabits areas of extensive shrubs, 
sometimes with scattered trees, and is a 
common bird in this habitat. It is usually found 
in pairs, which forage on or near the ground 
for seeds and insects. Males comnionl-y proclaim 
their territory by singing from an exposed perch and 
displaying the chestnut breast in the breeding season 

• NlvS'f Unknown. 

• 1>1STRI!U iTlOiN River Hate basin in N.K. Hnml, 
K. Paraguay, Uruguay, and N.K. Argentina. 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration ]Sfon-migraru 


Family PmoeriwimK 


Species Sjfofhffeweo/u 


Length 554 in {14 cm) 



Saffron Finch 

"1 his scrub and grassland bird Is 
easily identiried by the intense 
yelhnv plumage < if the male, 
with a darker yellow, almost 
orange, patch ar the front of the 
crown. Klocks are commonly seen feeding 
([uietly on the ground, taking small seeds. 

• NKST In cavities or abandoned 
nests of other scrub and grassland birds, 

• DlSTRIHllTinN Scattered areas in 
South America. Also Irinitlad. Introduced 
in Panama, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico. 

• RP'MARK a popular cage bird. 




dlghiiy forked tm! \ 



Plumage differ slightly 



Hab^at 



Migration Mf^ji^rntgrant 
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Embkrizidak 



Species Turns mmm 



Length 4^4 in (1 1 cm) 



Cuban Grassquit yeUfm folk/r < 

This boldly colored little seed -eater inhabits the shrybby edges of areas of 
open grassland. FUx:ks are often seen on the grounds feeding 
on small seeds. The song is soft and pleasant. 

• Nest A spherical nest made of grass, with 
a side entrance, situated 
low in a bush or tree. 

• DISTIUKI JTION 

Cuba. Introduced^ 
population in 
New^ Providence 
Island in 
the Bahainas. 







DlSTRIMTiOM 




Plumage st^xes differ 


HaUitat ^ ^ 


Migration Non.^igratu 


FamSty RmBKRIXIDAR 


Species C^spi^ fttii^Rosa 


Length 4 ^; U 1 cm) 



Small Ground-Finch 

Common within its restricted island range, this unobtrusive 
but lively little finch feeds both on small seeds and insects. It 
is the smallest of three species of ground-finch. It sometimes 
forms mixed flocks together with these and other finches. 

• Nest a h.M>se cup made of twigs, grasses, 
and pieces of bark, lined with lichen, feathers 
and cot ton heads, located in a bush or cactus. 

• DISTIUBUTION Galapagos Islands 
(off the Pacific coast of Ecuador). 

• Remark One of 14 Galapagos finch 

Species featured in Charles Darwin's 
evolutionary studies, with a range of 
bill shapes adapted to specialii!:ed diets. DISTREBITION 



maie is 
h! acker thiifj 
ihe femak 





plumage g^^es differ slightly 


Habitat 


Migration ^on-migrant 




Family tiMUKRIZIDAE 


Spades pjpjiQ erythrophtkaimus 


Length ^33 cm) 





Rufous-sideu TOWMEIi, 

A seed-eater with a long tail and short legs, 
this bird is adapted to a terrestrial life-style. 

It feeds on the ground, usually in i>r clo.se 
to cover, caking both seeds and insects. 

• Nest An open, loosely made cup 
nest, situated on or close ro the ground. 

• Distribution s. Canada, USA, 

and much of Mexico. Northern 
populations w inter in 
the south of this range. 

• Remark Plumage, 
especially that of female 

bi rds, va ri es geograp h i cal I y. Wes t ER N K \i M A r a 



whke spots 
of western 
form 




Sexes differ 






Migration Migrant 




www.thenzbplace.com 



fassp:rinhs*.w) 




www.thenzbplace.com 



340 • PASSERINES 



Family EMm:kiziDAi-: 



Species /ufJovirkifiifS 



Lepgili y jpi (20 cm ) 



Rose-brkasted 

Grosbeak 

A tree dweller w tth a rtiEissivc bill 
and a melodiims sonj^, this bird lives in 
open secondary woodland and shrubbery 
(regrown after forest dearanceh eating 
insects* fruits, seeds, buds, and blossoms. 

• NHST a loose cup nest (if twigs and 
grass* with a finer lining, in a tree, 

• DlSTIUIUfTIOE\ Breeds In 
North America east fjf the Rockies. 
Winters in Central and South America. 



mfig 

hit! h 

tunspkiiitm 




Plumage diBer 




1 MiSration 


Family EMHi.;Ki^jnAfC 


Species mrdmsiis 


Length (22 cm) 



Northern Cakdinai. 

Well know n for its vivid colors and loud 
musical calls, the Northern Cardinal is 
a w'oodiand species rhac has adapted 
to living in suburban gardens^ 
Throughout it,s range, it lives in 
undergrtiwth, where it searches out 
its diet of insects, fruit, and seeds. 

Both sexes sing for much of the year. 

• NHS'I’ a coarse cup nest of leaves 
and twigs, lined w'ith grapevine bark, 
placed just above the ground in a bush. 

• DISTRIBUTION C., E* and 
S. USA, and Mexico. 



f pohife// rrexf 

* hitjrk fmr 




PlumagPfjcxcs differ 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family EmBKRIZII>AK 


Species Sititfttormiiximus 


Length (ZOcm) 



BUFF-'l'HitOATED 
Saltator 

A large, heavy-billed, tree-dwelling bird, 
this is a wary species with inconspicutuis 
plumage. It often keeps out of sight in dense 
cover alTofded by the foliage r>f scrub and 
forest-edge undergrowth. It is common in its 
range and is usually encountered singly nr in 
pairs. *l‘he diet consists of fruits and insects. 

• NKST a eup-shaped nest const ructed 
of coarse grasses, twigs, and ocher plant 
material, and situated in a bush nr small tree. 

• DiSTIUHUTION Central America, N. and 



» white neht'ow 




Habitat 



f^umage 



Migration iVon -migrant 
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Family 



Species pasjsf/yti^j kdmichent 



Lef>gth 5 in(l 3 cm) 



PEurti^e Sexes differ 



Fami^ KmHI:HIZI[MK 



Species Pfisserimidm 



Plumage differ 



Migrant 



Orange-brhasted Bu.\tinc 

^ his cdlorhil but shy hiintSng is mure often heard 
than seen. It lives in semi-arid countryside on hillsides 
covered with semh and bushes, 'The diet tonsisrs 
of seeds and insects, d’hese are taken frtjm low 
branches or the foil age of 
bushes, from the groimd 
II nderneath ver^etation, 
or from open ground. 

I lowcver, foraging bird.s 
rarely move any distance away 
from the safety of cover. The male 
sings with a varied series (d clear, 
warbled phrases from the top of a bush. 

• NKST llnknown. Cdosely related species 
arc known to make a neat cup nest of gra.ss, 
lined with bner grasses 
and animal hairs, and 
placed in a hush or 
a Imv Tree. 

• niSTRllillTION 
f oothills and 
Pacific slope 

DIS'I KIBI !TION of W, Mexico. I^IIMAI Ji 



rounded 

tip 



h hhie 



nitnp 



itndei^tdi 



Painted Bunting 

4'his species deserves its reputation as the most colorful bird 
in Ncirch America. Jt is excremcly shy and retiring, however, 
and can be difficult u> k>eatc, except when the males 
are singing. It feeds on a variety of seeds, 
as svell as on insects and their larvae. 

* [Nr ST A neat, deep cup nest made 
of twigs and grass, with a st>ft lining, 
placed at medium height 
in a shrub or sapling. 

• DtSTKlBl 'HON 
Breeds in .S.K- USA and 
Mexico. Winters in 
Central America, 
liahamas, 

Cuba, 
and 

Jamaica (some birds winter in I’lorida). 

•RRM AKK Females follow the 
partem of all other buntings and 
are more restrained in c<dor. I'heir 
streaked, brown plumage helps keep 
them inconspicuous during nesting. F'pmaj.k 



msTRiBtrriDN 



sf&ut 

fdU 
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Famibf EmUI- HIZIDAK 



Species raendm 



Length (17 cm) 



Blue Grosbeak 

I his luipc-hilled bunting is common 
at foresc edges. While ic has rhe ability 
in crack open the toughest seeds, it 
also consumes small fruits, insects, and 
weed seeds. It has a rich, musical song. 
■ NHST A compact cup made 
of grasses, twigs, and mots, 
located in a hush or sapling. 

• iJlSTKlKi rnON Breeds in 
much of USA and N. Mexico. 

Winters in S. USA, Central 
America, and C’aribbean, 




Fkmalh 



Plumage differ 


Habitat 


MigraUon Migrant 


Family EMLU:FUZn>AE 


Species Passerififf fynftf/i 


Length 51 /, in (14 cm) 



Indkk) Buntincj 

A common summer resident of hedgerows and open 
wtHidland, this species feeds on seeds and in.seccs. 
The breeding male is a magnificent, intense blue 
bird that sings in repeated pairs of notes from a 
high perch, often a tree or a telephone wire. 

• NFST a neat cup nest made of dry grass 
stems, leaves, and twigs, lined with feathers 
and fine grasses, placed in a tree or fairly 
tall hush some way aboveground. 

• DlSTlUBt rriON Breeds in 

S.E. Canada and E. LISA. W^inters 
from S.E. USA to Caribbean 
I sla n d s a nd Cen tra i Ameri ca . F A i A\ 




Plumage Sexes differ 


Hahhat 


Migration Migfjn, 


Family THkAUPJiME 


Species SfAisf&fAhmys mikmoph 


Length (jy 4 jn (1 7 cm) 



Black-faced 
Tanacer 

Pairs and family parties of Black-faced 
Tanagers are seen in open country with 
scattered bushes and trees. The species keeps 
to mid-level vegetation and feeds on berries, 
seeds, ants, and other insects. It has a rich, musical 
song and is often came. 

• NiiST An open, cup- 
sbiipetJ nest, made of grass 
and placed in low^ vegetation. 

• l>ISTRIBlITION 
Parts of N. South America. 

JUVENU.K 




Plumage alike 






Migration Non-migrant 
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1'hraUPIDAK 



Species Ctssopts 



Length in ^£7 cm) 



Magpie-Tan ACER 

"T his bird is easily recognized by ics disdnctive, black-imd-white plumage and 
long rail. Often in pairs or small groups, it is a noisy and conspicuous species that 
can usually be located by its loud, metallic calls, or be seen perching in open 
situations. 'J'he Magpie-Tanager is a widespread bird in the lowlands of its 
range, inhabiting areas of very open woodland, where hushes and trees 
are interspersed w ith grassland. Feeding mainly on fruit, it forages 
at all levels in the foliage, but especially in the tree canopy 
• NKS T A large, cup-shaped nest, constructed from small 
twigs and grass, with a finer lining inside made 
of grass, and well concealed 
in dense foliage. 

• DisTRimrrioN 
Pa rt s 0 f tropica I 
Sr>uth .America. 




dark 
neck 
feaihtrs 
aii have 
pointed 
• tips 



DisTKIBt rrtON 



short legs 






Plum^e alike 


Habitat |k . # A 


WHgratlon ]\Jon-mi grant 


Family |’[|fiAHf(DAIv 


Species Modmodfhh rosea 


B in 120 cm) 





Hose-breasted 
T i I RUSH -Tan ag e r 

"I his beautiful tanager is cxEremdy shy and 
difficult to view in its tangled thicket habitat. 
Single birds or pairs forage on the ground and 
nick leaf litter aside in search of invertebrates. 

• NRST a shallow cup nest, made of nvigs 
and leaves and situated in dense cover. 

• DiSTRIHl JTION W. Mexico, and from 
Costa Rica to Colombia and Vcneicuela, 



lofipsh 

hili 
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FamSty THR.MFPU>AK 



Specjes ff/ttv/ceff 



Length jjT, {^7 



SCARI.KT TaNA(J1iR 

As it livrs Lind feeds mtisily in the 
upper folia;'e of trees, this species is more 
likely 10 he heard chan seen. It h reeds 
in deciduous forest and winters in the 
canopy i>f lowland rain ftucst. I'he diet 
consists of insects and fruit. 

• Nl*:S 1 ’ A shallow cup nest, 
lined and placed in a tree. 

• DlSTHlBUTION Breeds in 
S.n Canada and l^. USA. 

Winters from Panama as 
far south as Bolivia. Pkmai.R 




Sexes differ 


Habnal 


Migraiwn 


Family 'I’HK^yiPinAK 


Species 


Length 6/1 in < 1 7 cm) 



Wkstkrn TaNAGIiR 

Yellow win^ bars, and a vi^on>iis song» draw^ 
attention to this bird. UsnalJy solitary, it forms 
Hocks of up to Mi birds or more on migration. 

It feeds mostly rm insects but in hue sumnier 
it also takes fruit, 
such as berries. 

• NKST a cup nest, lined 
with grass and placetl in a fir or 
pine, often high above the ground. 

* DlSTRiHUTION Breeds in 
n'kotmtains of S.W. Canada 
and W. USA. \\’inters 

I >i STR I Bt iTiQN i n Ce n rra ] A m e riea . 





Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration 




Family ^PukAliPIDAR 


Species bfVsWu^i 


Lmgth 7 UHcm) 



Brazilian TANA(;iiR 

C shattering groups of this specie.s feed 
in the shrubby edges of fiuests, 
taking fruits, seeds, and insects. 

• NbiST A grass cup nest, placed in 
a low tree or bitiden in marsh grass. 

• DlSl'KJBirriON SJC Brazil. 

N.K. Argentina. 



/>/// 





• mufiM, 
bhik sx’Xffgr 



P\um^ Sexe.s differ 



hi 9 ^ 



Migration ^[,,^.migrant 
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Family '['nRAUi'iDAi: 



Species 



Thfwt^h Sifyffai 



Length |n {] 7 mi) 



SA'iACA TANA(;l^l^ 

A tiird of scmli imd upcn wocHlbiul 
this s pc Lies favors tkimp arc its with 
[ h i ck er ve ";ctac ion a I tm^j; sva tcrct i it rsc s* 

When perched, it has a habit cd turning 
its hotiy from side to side. It feeds 
diicdly on fniit. The son^ is a 
jim'ihled I nit nielodioiis series of notes. 

• NIvST a carefully woven, eompaet cup 
nest, well hidden in a low hush or small tree. 

• DISTUJBIITIUN Mtichonira/iE 
south of the Amazon basin, exrendin|r inui 
Htdivia, Parat^uay, limjruay, and N. Ar^ientina 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration N„n.n,igrent 


Family ■|•,|KAl'^■l^}Al•: 


Species 


(,y, in (l(>cm) 



SCAUl.liT-BKLI.IKl) 

M ( )l ) NTA I N -Ta N Mi E R 

Known for its striking pattern and 
tinkling song, this mountain bird occurs 
in woodland ami scriih on the Andean 
uplands, extending upw ard into high- 
altitude pasture and farmland. Usually 
oeearring in pair.s or small groups, it feeds 
on fruit pulp, seeds, leaves, and buds. 

• NivST A cup nest made of coarse grass, 
linetl with finer grass, in a tree or thicker. 

• DlSTKEHl ITION Andes from 
Venezuela to Bolivia. 



■ SfY/rk/ / M'/' /mrr/i 




Plumage sexes alike 


Habitat tk a # 

W*. JIL 


Migration 




'[ lIRAUniMK 


Species ,1 f/i.s f/i'fUf/Aits sfimp//wsffs 





Bi.iiii-wiNcaii) 

Moi IN'l AlN- 
Tanaokk 

1 hrs species occurs in mtuintain 
forests anti secondary growth 
( re g n > w n a f t e r e I ea r a nee ). 

It hops ah(>ut in the outer 
hranches and foliage, plucking 
fruit and searching for in seers. 

• NliST A cup nest niaile of grass, 
prohably in a hush or small tree. 

• DeS I’KIIU TK >N Andean forests 
frtmi Venezuela to Bolivia, 



iVY/i 

, rirnii/ffr 




Plumage 



« A 



' Non-migrant 
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'Phralipidae 



Min(lOcm) 



Golden-eujmped 
Eufhonia 

Thi» tanagcf lives liigh in trees 
at the forest edge, aixl in scattered 
trees in clearings. It feeds on berries. 

• Nest a domed moss nest wirh a side 
entrance, in a tree fi>rk or clump of moss. 

• Distribution Andes from hngwhig 

Venezuela to N.W. Argentina; 

Guyana Highlands; ^ 

S.E. Brazil, E Paraguay, 
and N.E. Argentina. ^ 

Fkmal 




Plumage gexes differ 


Habitat m ». 


Migration Non-miErant 


Familjf THRAlfPIlMK 


Species CMurophomu cymtea 


Length 47, in (11 cm) 



Blue-napeo 
Ghlorophonia 

A small, stubby-billed canager that is 
encountered in pairs and small groups, 
this speeies stays in the upper levels 
of trees, where it is sluggish and easily 
overlooked. It feeds mainly on mistletoe 
berries, also lakinK Other fruits and insects, 

• Nest a domed nest with a side entrance, 
made of moss, placed in a vertical bank 

or in a crevice in an overhanging cliff, 

• J>ISTRIBUTION Scattered areas 
from Venezuela to N. Argentina. 



m hiue 
rtiig 

.AW 
^ack 



back 

Fhmai.m 





msTRimmoiNj 



short tail \ 



Pi“"i«se Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration jsjon-migrant 


FamiJy 'pnR^ijpinAK 


Species Tati^sra sekiim 


L«"e^5iii{l3cm) 



Gri:en-heai>kd 
Tanager 

A vivid example of the large Tmtgara 
genus of highly colored birds wh ich gave 
the tanagers their name, this species is 
usually seen in parties. I'hese often join 
larger Hocks of mixed species that forage 
in woodland and shrubby areas, at all levels. 

I he Green-headed Tan age r favors the higher 
tree canopy, feeding on fruit and insects. 

• Nest a compact, cup-shaped nest made of 
gta.ss, hidden in the dense foliage in a tree or shrub. 

• Distribution S.E. Brazil to N.E. Argentina. 




Ptumage 



m 



Migration ]sj Qn- mi grant 
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Family Tl[RAl 11^1 IMF: 



Species ^rhrmitu 



Grekn-and-gold 
Tanacjer 

Despite its vivid colors, thb bird 
is we 1 1 ca mou fl aged , fee d i ng Mack fuce 

in the upper hjliagc of 
trees on insects and fruir. 

• Nest a cup-shaped 
nest in a small palm tree. 

• I>isTRiBirnoN 

Lf>w lands of Vene/mela, 
and upper Amazon Basin 
in Brazil and Bolivia. 

DljnUtBliTIO.N 




Plumage alike 


Jtt , 


Migration rsJon-mjgrant 


Family 


Species Tiingara iirthus 


Length 5 13 



Golden Tanager 

This beautiful tanager is 
a fairly common rain fcjrest 
dweller. Usually seen in small 
llcK:ks, it feeds on fruit and hunts 
insects on the mossy limbs of trees. 

Its courtship display is distinctive, 
with raised head, drooping 
w ings, and slightly raised tail 

• Nest Unknown. B(jth seites 
carry' nesting marerial, but only 
the female builds the nest. 

• Distribution Andes and coastal 

ranges from Venezuela to Bolivia. 



I biiick cheek pmch 




hkifk tail with 
ii square tip 



Plumage g^xes alike 


Habitat at A 


Migration Mon-migf3Ht 


Family TllRArPlDAK 


3pecie$ Chhmphanes 


S in (13 cm) 



Green Honeycreeper 

I'his slender canager b seen mainly in the upper foliage 
of forest trees. It takes neetar and insects from inside 
Bowers w ith its capering bill, also eating berries. E’KMAI.K 

• Nest a shallow, cup-shaped nest, resembling a 
hunch of dead leaves, in a iree. 

• DiSTRIBUTION Central 
America, N. Andes, Amazon 
i Basin, and E. Brazil 



DISTRIBtiTION 




Plumage difTer 



Miration Mon■,t^ie^ar^t 
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Faimlly riIR.\lipmAH 



Species Cyutierpes fmmieus 



^^^4 in (UH'm) 



Purple Honeycrehpl 

Usually seen singly cir in pairs, the I’lirplc 

\ loneycreeper is <in active, acrobatic, little bird 
vvkh a long, curved bilk with which it takes nectar 
from flowers. It also snatches small insects 
leave.s and eats fruit, such as berries, d'his species 
frequents a variety of wooded babicat.s, including 
gardens and secondary woodland 
(regrown after forest clearance). 

• NKST A sniall cup nest, placed 
on a stump or at the end of a branch. 

• l >ISl’RmUTiON F^irr of Pana ma 

and parts of N. South An>tTica. Fi:MAt 




Plumage g^^xes differ 


Hahgat 


Migration -migrant 


Family TilRAlfPIDAK 


Species fyfjjtm 


Length ^ 



Masked Flowerpiercer 



bUUtm m 
ij fine ho(kk 
foraittmg 



1 his nectar-feeding bird pierces the ciihular 
corollas of rain forest flimers with 
its hooked hill-tip to tjbtain its food. 

Other items in the diet are insects 
and small fruits. It inhabits mountain 
rain forest, often near the upper 
altitude limit for trees, and is usually seen in pairs ur 
family groups. 'These keep mainly to the lower vegetation, 
sometimes rising to the mid-levels. I'hey feed and move 
about actively, never staying still for more than u second. 

• NHST A eup-shaped nest made of grass and 
moss, probably located in a hush or small tree. 

• DlSTKlUl )Tlt>N From N. Venezuela to Uolivia. 




Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration ivori-migrani 




Femily CoKRimOAK 


Species Comhfi fhivmlu 


Length 4 ( jp L-m) 



Bananaquit 

A tiny, energetie bird, this species is 
common in many parts of its extensive 
range, h is usually seen alone or in pairs, 
fcetling in forest or scrub, taking 
berries, ncctan and insects. 

• NliST An ova I -shaped, grassy 
hall with a side entrance, placed in a 
hush or small tree. Hanumu|uits also 
huild nestlike structures that are 
known as dummy or dorniittiry' nests. 

• DlSTIUBlrTlON 

Parts of West Indies, and from 
S. Mexico to N.K. Argentina. 




* shun 




mil 




I 





Plumage 



!tt M- 



Migration 
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Family 1 iari![J|)AK 



Specie^ t'fifi/i 



LJsrigjn ^ 



BlACK-AN1>- WHITE’: 

WARI^I.ER 

I his forest and woodland species feeds like 
a creecreeper istii p. JJ4), movinf^, tip minks and 

branches, taking insects from 
crevices or from hark sudiices. 

• Nl{ST A grass etip nest in a hollow 
on the ground, often next to a tree. 

* DiSTRmiiTION C. and 
S. H .('an ada , a n d PS A east of r h e 
Rockies. Winters in (General and 
Soyth America as far as Pern 



DisTKiBt nroN 




Plumage ^^xes differ 




Migration |viigrant 


Family j»ar|||jime 


Species peteehm 


S in(1.Um) 



YiiLLOW Warbler 

d'his species lives in trees and 
shrubs, often beside marshes 
or water. It feeds nn insects, 
which it gleans frnni the foliage. 

• NHST a compact cup nest, 
in a shmh, often dose to water. 

• I>iJSTRlBi n ION 
C iaiuida. USA 
("entral and 
South America. 

Some northern 
populations migrate 
southward. 



I r'ujfkfi appeal ram e fiue to ^et feathers 




DlSTiillUTION 



Plumage 


til 4= S= 


Migration migrant 




Family p,vit| f[ 


Species Hmnsendi 


.S ill (Li cm) 



Townsend's Warbler 

A bird of coniferous forests, Ibwnscnd’s Warble 
is usually found high in the trees, where it forages 
actively for small insects, d’he male s black throat contrasts 
nociccahly with the streaked. yelk>w throat of the female. 

• NliST A cup nest of fine vegetation, lined 
with liner plant mareriak high in a conifer. 

\ * r> 1 S1*R ! H I J I' i ( ) N B rce d s i n W. Ca n ada a nd 

W. USA. Winters 

Central America 
as far sontli as 

Fkma[t: Costa Rica. 



DISTRIBITION 



Plumage 



« %s 
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Length 5 (]3 cm) 



Ihftiimhi fmm 



Blackburnian Warbler 

T'his bird is usually seen in the trectop-s, where it feeds <m insects. 
Breeding habitats range froin spruce and Fir forests to oak 
wtKidland. The wintering habitat is tropical forest. 

• JNEST a cup nest of twigs and grasses in a conifer. 

— • Distribution 

Breeds in C. and 5.K. Canada 
and E. USA. Winters 
from C]osta 
Rica as far 

^ south as PeriL ^ 

and in the t 

DISTKIBIITION IfelJ VVest Indies. Fk 



retkihh 

thmat 



white feather 



Ma(jnolia Warbler 

A com mo n b i rd of mois t. co n i fen >u s ^ 

forest, the Magnolia Warbler is 
rccfignized by its inusieal 'Veety- 
weety-weeteo” song. It feeds in the tree- 
cops, gleaning insects from the leaves. In 
winter, the male loses its hold head pattern. 

• Nest a loose, cup-shaped nest <)f gra.sses 
and twigs, placed on a 

branch in a small tree, 

* Disthihutjon 

Breeds in Canada and N.E. 

USA. Winters in Central ^ 

America as far as Panama. Fh.MAUv 



white eyebrow 



^^yeiiaw 
utihersbie 
with bhifk 
streah 



Yellow-rumpeu 
Warbler ^ 

"1 his bird inhabits northern forests, 
eoniferous as well as mixed, feeding on 
insects. The eastern form (Myrtle Warbler) 
has a white thn)ai and the western form 
(Audubon’s Warbler) has a yellow throat, 

• Nest a lined cup nest of 
grass and small tAvigs, in a tree. 

* r>ls nUBUTION Breeds in 
Nr>rth and Central America. 

Winters in W. and S, LISA, West 
Indies, and Central America, 



Plumage 


HsWtet Jjf ^ 


Migredon 


Family 1 >vrULIDAK 


Spectes magfio/ia 


LengtJi 5 ^13 



Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family p^RttUDAK 


Species coronala 


Length 5x, in (14 cm) 



’’’“'""e® Sexes differ 



« 



MigraMon 
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Family 



Species SetQpha^s nmdlln 



American Redstart 

The bri^rhr wing and tail patches of this w^iodland species flash as 
it darts after insects among the fediage or hunts them in the air. 

• NBST A bulky cup in the fork of a sapling or small tree. 

• Distribution Breeds in Canada and E USA. 

\Vi nte rs i n Wes t Indies 
Central America, and 
N. South America 



orange pane! 
m s ide of tali 




DISTimU'TIOX 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration Migrant 


RvRifLIDAF. 


iitiurus auroeapilius 





OVENBIRD 

A dviH, soberly colored bird of 
thick undergrowth in woodland 
regions, the Oven bird walks on the 
ground, searching rhe leaf litter for 
small invertebrates. It is common 
and is not a shy bird^ often sufficiently 
curious to approach people quite closely, 

• NliST A domed structure of leaves, 
dr^f grasses, and weed stems, lined with 
tiny rootlets, and plaeed on the ground. 

• lilSTRIBUTION Breeds S. Canada 
and K. LI.SA. Winters in Florida, West 
Indies, and south to NAV. .South America* 



* rufous 
eromi stripe 

I white eye ring 





I>lSTRtmiTI(JN 



* hng kgs of a 
groumi-feeding 
imd 



Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Mlgfation 


Family p,^K| |,||),vK 


Species 


S m {[3 



Common Yellowthiioat 

I ypically a bird of reeds and tall grasses, 
the Vellowthroat often movc.s with its 
tail tilted upward.s, like that of a wren. 

It also inhabits thickets, shrubs, and marsh 
vegetation. l‘he diet consists of small insects. 

• NiiST A cup-shaped nc.si of grass and bark 
fragments, lined with finer marerial, and placed 
on or near the ground, 

• DlSTlUBITION Breeds 
in H. Canada, much of I ISA, 
and Mexico. Winters in 
S. USA, Central America, 

Colombia, and Venezuela, FliMAl>: 



I MurJt fue mash 
\ « pak border 





Sexes difTer 



Miration 
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PARlfMIMK 



Species rifrimi 



Length 3 jn ( 13 eni) 



HoODEiD WARIilJtR 

A bird of swampy wtKjdbnd and scrub, the Htit>ded Warbler 
iisimlly stays hidden in low vcK<^tatit)n. [i has a habit of 
llicklnf^ (jpen its tail feathers as it searches fw insects. 

• NHST a ^rass and leaf cup, lined with finer 
j^rass, and hidden in 
MiSF thick vegetation 

aSfr the ground. 

• DiSTRiiurnoN 
Breeds in K. USA, 

Winters in Central 
,Amcrica, N. Colombia, 
and N. Venezuela. 



homi 



tJlSTRHUTION 




Fkmalk 



Plumage 


Habitat Jtt ^,ss _A_ 


1 Migration 


Family ]JaRIILIDAK 


Species sirens 


Length 7y, (,(j 



Y KLLOW-BREiASTliD 

Ghat 

"This is a common fruit- and insect- 
eating bird of bushes, thickets, and ^ 

scrub. It is rarely seen except when the 
niule pe rf orms a d i splay fl i gh t. < ir si n gs 
frtiin a prominent perch. I'he song consists 
of chattering, rattling sounds, and whistles. 

• NKST a bulky cup of grasses and twigs, lined 
with finer grasses, and placed low in a bush. 

• DISTRIBUTIOIN Breeds in S. Canada 
and imich of USA, Winters in S. USA and 
in Central America as far south as Panama. 



^'speirmks'^ 




Plumage alike 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration Mjgran, 


Family OnnfANlNIDAE 


Species vtrms 


Length 4yiin(lf cm) 



Common Amakihi 

Being adaptable to a range of difTerent types 
of forest environment, this is the commonesr 
of the green honeycreepers found on the 
Hawaiian Islands. It is most often found in 
drier parts of the forest. It feeds on neetar 
from the fltiwers of [fees, as well as insects. 

[t has a complex, trilling song, delivered 
very softly, and a variety of thin, hu/zing cal! 
notes. I’he male plumage varies slightly between 
islands, while that of the females is more varied. 

• Nest a small, cup-shaped nest, 
situated in a tree fern or small tree. 

• DISTKIIIUTION nawaSian Islands. 



fkhi, fh^r-pmhhtg hii! 




DlSriUBUTIOiV 

• dark 
oVwr 



Plumage Sexes differ slightly 



Habitat fit 



Migration fs] on-mi grant 
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Famlljf 



Species 



LengUi 5 in ( ! 5 cm) 



I[W1 

I hts dis[irK.'Eivc lioncycriitrpcr hus red body 
pliinia^^e. bbck iind mil, iind u red bill 

th;ic turve^i sliurply dim nwiird. \ neccur* 
recdin;^ specialist, it is usiiuUy found high 
in tloweriiig trees, iiklujugh it 
keeps well hidden Limung the 
foliage. 'The liwi is slow und 
deliberate in its actions. 

• NKST An (>pen, IcMisciy 
nude cup* in a tree or hush. 

• DlSTKIHl ITION 

I la vv a i ia n I s I a nd s. l )j.sxR I It I TIf i 



imm' whig 
patfh shmru hi 

* 




Plumage alike 


Habitat 


Migration [yfon-jnigrani 


Family Di^|.;|i\MMipA[.: 


Species 


Length ^ 



CRltSTKD 
HONBYCRKKPliR 

Alsu known as Akohekohe, 
this species is found only in 
one mountain locality and is 
endangered. It is bold and active 
in behavior* feeding on nectar in 
the tops of tail llowexs and trees, also 
taking caterpillars and mature insects. 

Its calls inehide a loud whistle. 

• NliiST nnkmnvn. 

• DlSTliimiTION llalcakala Mountain 
on Maui, Hawaiian Islands. 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migrallon Non-migrani 




Family VlkKoNllXJ\i; 


Speelfis guj^irm/sis 


Length tn (l .Sem) | 



Riifous-browbi> 
PHPPmiSHRIKK 

A bulhheaded bird wath a heavy hill, 
the Uufous- browed Peppershrike moves 
ahoLi! sluggishly in the trees. Always 
keeping to the thicker parts of the 
fediage* it is more often hcartl than seen. 

Its diet consists of insects and caterpillars, 

* Nks r A thin- wailed, grassy cup* usually 
siispcntled from the fork of a high branch. 

• DISTRIIU JTION Central America 
from Mexico to Panama, and parts of 
,Soiith America as far south as Q Argentina. 



NtJicni 
Brazii.i\:nj 
P'ORM 





lUSTHJBlTlU.N 



P'uinage 



Habitat 



Mfgralion ]\j{>n-migrant 
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Family VlREONIDAE 



Species kumiis 



Length 5 (15 



Slaty-capped 
Shrike-Vireo 

This is a heavily built forest 
bird with a robust, hooked bith Pairs 
or small groups of birds move about 
in rhe upper levels of the forest foliage, 
searching for their insect prey in a deliberate 
manner. They sing continuously, even when 
foraging but are exceedingly difficult to see. 

• Nest Unknown. 

• Distribution Parts of N. South America 
as far south as N. Bolivia. 




Ptumege Sexes alike 


Habitat jft ^ 


Migratton isjon-migrant 


Family VlftEONlDAE 


Spades 


(14 cm) 



Warbling Vireo 

The name of this bird refers 
to its melodious song which 
consists of long, undulating 
phrases unlike the short phrases 
of other vireos. The species breeds in 
open, deciduous woodland, and winters 
in tropical rain forest. It gleans actively 
for insects in the middle to upper foliage. 

• Nest a ba.sketlike, cup-shaped nest, 
suspended from a forked twug in a tree. 

* Distribution Breeds in North 

America to Mexico, Winters in Central . 
America as far south as Nicaragua. 




lUSTRlBl^TlON 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration Migrant 


Family ViREONIDAE 


Species yirie& flavifmni 


Length 51/, in (14 cm) 



Y ELLOW-TH ROATED 

Vireo 

A large vireo with bright yellow 
eye patches and throat, this species is 
common in w'oodlanid edges and thickets, 
where it searches carefully for insects at 
mid-height in the foliage. It is relatively 
tame and will allow an observ er ti^ approach. 

• Nest An intricate cup nest of grass and other 
vegetable materials, hung from a branch, 

• Distribution Breeds in 
S.E. Canada and E. USA. Winters 

in C. America and N. South America. 




taii feathen 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Migration Migrant 
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Fsmity VlKKONII^AK 



Species olhaeeus 



Ungth 5 in (15 



Rkd-eykd Vireo 



p/j!e eye 
siripe 

This woodland bird is usually 
hidden in thu hif^h treerops but 
can be detected by its song when 
breeding. It feeds mainly on insects, 
taking berries in autumn and winter. 

• Nest a eup of grasses, 
bark strips, and lichen,s, 
slung below^ a branch. 

• DlSTRIEUmON breeds 
in much of Canada and 
U5A. Winters as far south as 
N. Argentina and Uruguay. Juvenile 




long, t^jperifig 
wings of it m ignm! 



Plumage alike 




Mlralion Migrant 


Family Rn kr|[>aE 


Species jiimakmi 


S<A in (Z2 cm) 



Gampo Oriole 

A slender, boldly marked 
bird, this species lives in 
forest, wtKidland, and scattered 
trees. Pairs forage at various 
heights in the trees, but typiealiy 
low down, raking insects and fruiu 
*rhey do not join mixed Hocks. 

• NKST a loosely w'twen bag made 
of plant rd>eT.s, hanging from a branch. 

• Distribution Parts of 

brazil and surrounding countries. 

• Remark This bird is often regarded 
as a race of the rroiipial Khienis ieterusy. 



< orange mmn 



whik wingpatih 




IJISTRIBLTION 



Plumage alike 


m >r 


MigrgtitHi Non-migrant 





Species icTems gaBtik 



in (22 cm) 



Family IcrERIDAE 



Northern Oriole 

This bird lives in tall trees in forests 
and open woodland, hunting insects 
and also taking berries and other fruits. 

• NliST A deep, purse -shaped nest made of 
long plant fdiers, slung from the tip of a branch. 

• Distribution breeds in 5. Canada, 
much of IISA, and Mexico. Winters 
in Cenrral America, Colombia, 

Venezuela, Cuba, and Jamaica. 

• RitMARK Forms breeding 
in Western and Eastern ILSA 
ate known as bullock^s and 
Baltimore Orioles, respectively, BAia'iMOHE E'emale 



« yellow face mth 
dark eye stripe 




Plumage 



«t fif 



Migration digram 
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Family IcrKRIISAK 



Spec[es XmifktHephiihis xmtthorephaius lyy. in (;24 rni) 



Y'BI-I.OW'-HHADHD 
Bi.ackhird 

KsiiLiliy seen in flocks, [his spodcs inhabits 
fresh Wiuer nuirshes, reedbeds, (jr ^^msslund nesir 
Like sbores, Ir feeds on the srotind. t^ktni^ insects 
iind seeds and is not sliy nflnimans. Tbe s<mK 
is a series uf bw, nispinii sounds. 

* lNKST :V woven cup nest in a reed- 
bed. Huik in loijscly spaecd eolcinics. 

* DlSl’HlBimoM Breeds in 
.S.VV. C 'anada and jmieb of I fSA, 

Winters in SAV. LfSA and W. Mexico. 



//hfi- {'}Y pm Ji 



pmi/ 





• /ofig, 

tiiprrttig 

wbm 




Sexes tliilli:! 


Habitat 


Migration 


Family BrthHIliAK 


Specie^ phmtmms 


Length gy. ill (77 till) 



RkD-WINGKI) BLA(JKmKl) 

Often b>rmin/j; enormous Hocks, this bold, 
venmresome bird feeds in grassland and reed- 
lieds near water, taking seetis and insects. 

• NHST a wovei^ cup nest in reeds, 
grass, or a bush, usunlly near water. 

Built in Usosely spaced ctjlonies. 

• Distribution Breeds from 

Alaska to the 
Caribbean. 

Winters from 
.S.W, CAtnada 
to the 
C'arihbean. 



orangf-honkmi 
t 'paidi Ht I 





itwh hi 
{ihpkty 




^ nnunkd 
kid t ip 




Sexes diner 


Habrlat 


Migration p^rrj^t migrant 




Family ](rrEHm.\K 


Species ikdldmtjs: nt'ytfivonis 


Length y (18 cm) 



Boijounk 

rhis species takes its name from the 
male's bidibling song, c< insist ing t>f dis- 
tinctive “ink" notes, uttered as it flies in 
fl ticks over meadows and grasslands in spring, 
'I'lic Bobolink is a bird of grassy areas, feeding 
mainly on the ground and taking weed seeds, 
grain, anti insects and other invertelirares. 

* NKST a Clip-shaped ncsi constructed 
loosely of grasses and rotidets, placed at the 
foot of a tussock in dense, grassy vegetation. 

* Dis num I'riON Breeds in S. Canada 
and adjoining areas of USA. Winters in 
Smith America as far south as .\rgentina. 





DISTkllU TION 
• whttv titmp 
knd imek 



Plum^e diflcr 



Mig^aUEjn 
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Family [t^n-HiOAi- 



Spades hi/maaffis 



- 20 tn f5(kml/lft tn [4(K ni ) 



OlIVK OliOPKNDOLA 

Vhis tmpicul member csf rhe 
New World bkekbird family !i\es in 
dosed r:kin forest. Lit tlie ed^^'es of die 
fiiresr, and in scattered dearin/^s. It lives in noisy 
colonies in the bi^li tree Ciinopy, where it 
remains almost all the time* feeding; on a variety 
of fruits. These it jiliieks with its larg^e, spiky bill 
swallowing them whole. f)n oeeaskms, it will also 
take insects. Birds in a etdony utter fret|uenc. 
load ealls* anti males perform display flights 
round the trees littering a loud, lupiid, gurgling 
song, llreir wings hear audibly during these displ: 
as well as other tlights* The Olive Ortipendola's 
flight is always hea\ y and clumsy in appearLinee. 

* iNl!ST A long, stoeking-shaped bug, wasven 
from grasses and other plant materials, 
hanging fn>m the dp of a branch in a 
call tree. Nesting eolonics may oeenpy 
a single tree or several adjacent opes. 

* OlSTRUUfTIOLN .Amazon Hasin from 
Cailomhia and the f Jiiianas to H<>]ivia and W. Bra/al. 

* Itl'MAKK Males are on average 4 in (10 cm) longer 
than females in whole body length (not just tail length). 




mU 



Plumage 




MigraikMi fsj(jn*migrant 


Family 


Species 


12 iu(.^0cm) 



Oriole 
Blackrird 

1 his species has a less complex 
pattern than rhe orioles (.w/>. J55) 
to which its name refers* and some 
of W'hieh IE partly rcsemhles. ft is 
fotmd in gardens, fields, and tropical 
grassland, often dose hy water l“he 
Oriole Blackbird is iisnally seen in pairs 
nr small* lotjse flocks* and <»ften walks 
conspkuousEy on the ground seeking prey, 
ir sometimes rests and perches on bushes 
and low trees. The tliet e<msists mainly of 
insects* vvhldi are takeii from the ground. 'I’liis 
is a fairly I'ommon bird, usually keeping to llueks 
consisting of its own species. Like other species 
in its family, its calls are kind and varied. 

• NJbST A thick'Walled* eti|i “shaped 
nesE, ctuiSErueted om of grass, w'eeds, ami 
other plant materials* and placed in a tree. 

• DfSTIdlU 'nuN Lowland areas 




in N. and C. South .America. 


jbk 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ 


Migration on-migrant 
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Ic-rt;RiUAE 



Species negkcia 



Western Meadowlark 

With its stre^iky, brown uppcrparcs 
and yellow underparts, the Western 
Meadowlark is a distinctive 
and familiar bird of ^'rassland and 
farmland. Sim 1 1 flocks feed on the ground, 
while single birds arc often seen perching 
on vantage points, such as fence posts. 
Meadowlarks have powerful, daggerlike 
beaks, which they use to work over the turf, 
picking up insects and ocher i invertebrates. 

• NiiS T A partially domed nest, made 
of grass and (a her plant materials, and 
placed on the ground in a concealed spot. 

• DlSTRlBimON Breeds in W. and C. North 
America from S. Canada to C. Mexico. 

Winter range extends from S.W. Canada 
to C". Mexico. 

• Remark 

The bubbling, fluty 
song cf>ntrasts with the 
whistlingijf the Eastern 
Meadowhifk, which is 
similar in appearance. Wintkr PlumaCE 





Plumage alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration irtigranE 


Family f 


Species 


Length i2'//ir\ <32 cm) 



Common Crackle 

A conspicuous, glossy hlackbird, this species 
occurs in a range of habitats including 
farmland and suburbs. It lives 
in flocks throughout the year, 
joining huge roosts of mixed 
bird species in winter, and 
Feeds on invercebmees* 
seeds, fruit, and nuts. 

• Nest a bulky, 

loose cup nest of grass 
and stems, usually 
placed low in a tree. 

• DISTRIIUITION 
Breeds in C. and 
E, North America 
from Alberta as far 
south as 'lexas 
and Florida. 

Winters witliin 
the southern 
half of 
this range, 

plumage gexes alike 



sharps 

tiipeiiitg 

bin 




Juvenile 



Migration partial migrant 
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Originally living in open wm>dland and narunil grasslands this 
ground-feeding bird with a stour bill has adapted to farmland 
and suburban gardens. Flocks often form around livestock 
or wild herbivores such as bison, catching insects 
disturbed b% or attracted to, the grazing animals. 

• Nest Parasitizes the nests of other passerines, 
including Yellow Warbler {seep. 349)^ Red-cyed 
Vireo {p. J55), and Stmg Sparrow {p. 336). 

• DlSTRIBL^TiON Breeds in most of 
North America. 

Winters from 
a USA to 
Mexico. 



Family Jen i^ridae 



ipectas p^uph^gm cysnoeephaius 



Plumage differ 



Habitat 






Migration j^ligranc 



Family [cTERlDAF 



Species M&kfkrus ater 






Plumage 






Migration 



purple ghss 
on head 



stframhned, 

sknder 

build 



This is a common, ground-feeding bird 
of farmland, roadsides, open grassland, and 
other open habitats. The male is a glossy 
blackbird wnth yellow^ eyes, while the 
female is dark brown above and lighter 
brown below, Brewers Blackbird forages 
on the ground in large flocks, 
often in the company of 
other, similar species^ Us 
diet consists of seeds, insects, 
and other invertebrates. 

• Nest A cup-shaped nest 
made of twigs, lined with 
grass, and placed on the 
ground or in a bush or tree. 

Nests are built in loose colonies 

• DISTRIBUTION Breeds 
S. Canada west of the Great 
Lakes, and in W. LISA. Winters 
in N. .ALmerica from S.W, Canada 
CO Florida and C. Mexico. 



strong legs Jot 

forngiiigon 

thegtvnnd 






DlSTRJRt TltJX 



green gloss on 
body reuea/ed 
as bird turns 
m U^ir 



DlSTRlBinON 



long legs and strong 
feet of a ground forager 






Brewer’s 

Blackbird 



Brown-headed Cowbird 



duii brown head 



tail is relatively 
shorty with a 
blunt tip 



tapering 

wings 



Jl VENILE 



glossy 
plmnage. 
on body 
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Family Kr[>^cj|LUI)AK 



Species 



Length 5 in (15 cm I 



Chaffinch 

A utiodkind bird rhar has adapted 
to gardens* the CihatTinch feeds 
nn tlic ground, often forming flocks in 
winter, taking seeds, fruit, and insects, 

• NliST A cup nest of moss, in the 
fork of a tree or shrills. 

• DlSTKIKHTION 
h^Lirt>pe, N. Africa, 

Middle [vast, ,Siheria. 

Some popiilatinns 
winter in N. Africa 
and India. Pkm vi.i 



pt/k 
* km 





DisTiijiunoN 



Plumage (jcxes differ 


HaWst Jtt 


Migration ]ij,„ja| migrant 


Family KrintgilLIDAE 


Species ^e/Yiius 


Length 4 y^ in (1 2 cm) 



Europfan Sfrin 

riiis streaked, green-and-yellcsw t1nch is 
inconspieiKiiis Un most of the year. In spring, 
however* the male performs a downward- 
spiralling display flight with an exuberant* 
tlz/ing song, Kiiropean Serins forage 
for small seeds on the greuind. 

• Nest a small cup iiesE made of grass, 
rmjts, and moss, hound with spidenvebs* 
lined with hair and vegetable down, 
and placed in a tree (>r sliriib. 

• DlSTRiBl ITION Much of 
continental Kurope, Mediterranean 
islands* N, Africa, and liirkey 



pnUern 
• stmtiUfUi 




Piumags Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration 


Family FuinoiLLIDAE 


Species punts 


Length 5 in (LUm) 



PiNF Siskin 

A finch of coniferous forests* this active, acrobatic bird can feed tipside down* 
extracting seeds frnm cones and also feeding nn alder and birch catkins. 
I'loeks of up CO several hundred Pine Siskins feed in trees 
and on herbaceous plants, taking bods, tender leaves, 

_ and I rise CCS, as well as seeds. 

• Nest a eup nest made 
of grass, twigs, and moss* 
lined with down* 
fur* and feathers, and 
p laeed i n a a in i fe ro u s rre e, 

^ • Distribution H reeds in North America 

and in the mountains tif Mexico. In winter, many 

UlSTKilUTiON populatkins migrate southward within this range. 




Rumage alike 



Mahitat m 



Migration 
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FamUy Princiij.iOak 



Species insm 



Lenglh 5 



Amhrican 
Goldfinch 

'['he bbL'k-and-ydlow brcccUng 

pluma^^e <jf rlic male is replaced in winter 
hy drah brci'^'n. Amerieiin Gold U ndies 
form large flocks in winter llieirdiet 
consists of weed seeds, insects, and buds. 

• NKST An open cup nest of bark, grass, 
and plant stems, placed in a fork of a tree. 

• DlSTlUIUiTION H. Canada and mneh 
of LISA. Northern populations migrate 
south as far as N. Mexico in winter 




Plumage jiffer 


Habitat a 


Miration migrant 


Family FklNGlLLID.\H: 


Spedes C/iiiliielis fAhris 


Length 14 



Biiropfan 
GR iniNFINCH 

"1 his bird is often seen in gardens 
and farmland. Males perform a 
hiitcernylike display ilight above the 
trees in spring, d'heir musieal song 
alternates with long, harsh notes. I heir 
diet consist.s of seeds, berries, and insects. 

• Nl^ST A bulky cup nest of grass stems and 
other plant materials, sited in a hush or tree. 

* Distribution f rom E tiro pc and 
N. Africa lo \Vl Asia. S^mie south ward 
migration with in this range in winter. 





* y^// I) ihtr I Bt ^TB 
tirhfg hm' 



yelio^' U/i/ edge 



Plumage 


Habitat ^ ^ ^ ^ 


Migration partial migrant 


Family FklNGSiaJDAR 


Species CtirdiieB emdiie/k 


Length 4^; jp jj 2 cm) 



Eurasian 
Goi.dfinch 

A colorful finch thar llocks 
in autumn, this bird fret|uents 
open spaces, taking seeds from 
thistle heads ot the ground. 

• Nest a cup nest made of 
plant materials, on a hori/.ontal 
free h ranch. 

• DlS'rRIBUTION 
Europe, N. Africa, 

Middle East, and 
across ( ]. Asia. 

Jt’Vli.Ml 




Sexes alike 



Migration s^ijn_niigrant 



www.thenzbplace.com 



362 • PASSERINES 



Farniijf Frinoilmdae 



Species c^f^ue/is fkmmm 



Length (12 cm) 



Common Redpoll cap 

A tree-dwelling finch, the Common Redpoll 
feeds among twigs and leaves, sometimes 
upside down, and sometimes dinging 
to catkins of silver birdi. The diet 
consists mainly of seeds and insects. 

• Nest a cup nest of twigs 
and grasses, lined with finer 
marerials, placed in a bush or tree. 

• DlSTRlHimOlN Breeds in 
N. Canada and USA, S. Greenland, 

Iceland, and most of Eurasia. Some 
southward movemenr in winter. 




Plumage 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration migrant 


Family FrINGILLIDAE 


Species CimiueHs cammbma 


Length 51/^ (14 cm) 



Eurasian Linnet 

Renowned for its sweet “twangy” song, this 
species is a finch of open places, particularly 
gorse-covered heaths. Linnets heeomc 
sociable in autumn and form huge, wandering 
flocks, which often move south. They feed 
mainly on seeds and sometimes on insects. 

* Nest a cup nest of grass and moss, lined and 
placed low in a bush or tree. 

• Distribution Most of 

Europe and N. Africa; parts 
of the Middle East and 
C. Asia. Some southward 
movement in winter. Female 





^'“■"=66 Sexes differ 


Habitat . , ^ ^ 


Migraeon 


Femily FrINGILUDAE 


Species &bs&/cfa 


Length 51^^ in. ( 1 4 cm ) 



Desert Finch 

1 his bird inhabits steppe (arid 
grassland) and semi desert, its soft, 
plain colors merging with the bare 
landscape. Pink, black, and white 
markings on wing and tail show^ in flight. 

Usually seen in pairs, it is not shy and will 
allow an observer to approach. It feeds on 
or near the ground, taking seeds and buds. 

• Nest a cup-shaped nest made of weed 
stems, grass, and twigs, lined with waiol or 
feathers, and located in a bush or low tree. 

• DlS'fRIBLiTION Isolated areas in the Middle 
East, Iran, N*W, Pakistan, C, Asia, and W. China, 




Plumage differ slightly 



Migration Partial migrant 
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Family Frikgillid,\E 



Species Carpodaim j 



House Finch 

Having learned to exploit human 
dwellings as a source of food and 
nest sixes, rhis species is commc)n in 
villages and suburbs. Winter flocks 
feed on seeds and orchard fruit, 

* Nest a cup nest of grasses and 
other soft materials, in a hush 
or on a post or building. 

• DlSTIUBU TION 
From S.W. Canada to Mexico. 
Introduced populations in 
S.E, Canada and E. USA. 




Fkmm.k 



Plumage 


Habitat , ^ 


Migration ]sJt>n-mi grant 


Family p’RiisrGil.LiDAE 


Species rvseits 


in (16 cm) 



Pallas’ Rosefinch 

A ground-feeding finch of northern 
coniferous forests, this bird is partly 
n()madic, mi:>ving about in search of 
suitable conditions for breeding. In 
winter it forms small fl(K:ks that 
travel about, feeding on seeds 
and sometimes on insects. 

• NliS'l' Unknown. 

• Distribution 

E. Siberia and 
N. Mongolia. Some 
populations migrate into 
Ch i na, Kore a, and J apan . F P ftt A I.E 




Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat ^ 


Migration pjj„i^| migrant/nomadic 


Family l*R|Nf:iiJ,iDAl': 


Species Pitjkoin enudeaf&r 


Length 9 in ^23 cm) 



Pine Grosbeak 

A large fmeh with two wing bars, this bird has a capacious 
bill adapted for eating buds. Other foods include seeds, 
flowers, insects, and berries. It lives in pairs w ben breeding, 
and fltjcks roam about in search of food during the winter. 

• Nest .a cup nest of twigs, 
moss, and heather, lined and 
placed high in a conifer. 

• Distribution Northern 
forest /.one of North 
America, P'urope, and 
Siberia. Some birds 
move south within 

^this range in winter. 




UlSTRlMITtON 



Ptumage differ 
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Species / ifurapttm 



Length j ^ ( 17 C(»} 



White-wingkd Crossbill 

1 Ills finch of rhe tiortlicm coniferous forests 
has A hill With crossed rips, with which it parrs 
the scales of larch cemes and frees the seeds. 

It forms ronmiiii^ flocks in winter. 

• Nl"]Sl' A cup of f'riiss stems and 
rwij»s. placed in a smaJI conifer tree. 

• DlSTHIBirnON North 
America, N. Kurasia, 
and J Jispaniola, 

5)(>uthcrn limit of 
winter ran^c varies 
from year to year. 



« r/KiSMif 

m/imfihhs ^ 




DISTRIBl TIO^ 





Sexes differ 




Migration Migrantynomadic 


FamHy Frinuillidae 


Species Pyfy^tf/a pyrfMa 


fUcm) 





Eurasian Bullfinch 

Distinctively colored and thickset, with a bi^t 
head and sttmt bill, this woodland finch is 
immediately recoin iza hie. It utters piping 
call notes. Bullilnches feed on fniic 
and flower buds, often eaiisinjr 
extensive damage hy eating 
the hinls of orchard trees, 

• NKST a shallow- cup nest 
of twigs, lined with tine rcx>ts, 
and placed in a thick bush. 

• l>ISTUIIUiTION Much of 
Europe and a band acro.ss 
C. Asia t(j the Pacific. 




Plumage 


i Habitat ^ 


Migration 


Family FrinGILUDAE 


Species Cofro/Zin/i^sfi^s 


h/i in U 7 eml 



Hawfinch 

A large finch of the forest crectops. this 
bird has a massive bill, with which it can 
open cherry pits to extract the kernels. 

Other foods are seeds, buds, and fruits. 

Seen in small parties in winter. Hawfinches 
are secretive birds at ail times. 

* Nest A shallow cup of twigs 
and plant materials, lined with 
rootlets, and placed in a tree. 

• Distribution Much of 
Eiin^pe: parts tsf N.VV. Africa. 

Middle Hast, C, Asia, 

S. Siberia, and E. Asia. Ji vhMi.E 




Plumage .Ughtly 






Migration 
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Family F|^[^jGlj,u|>AK 



Specie^ 



.Taiwan [iS !i G k os n li ak 

I bis lur^e, migratory rirnLh is common in 
woodlLind, where it is seen in piiirs in rbc 
hreetltn^; seiison ;md in snmll docks in 
winter. Irs dice consists of pine tmis. 
seeds of berries* jnd insects. 

• NKST a slutilow Clip itesi 
m^ide of r\viji 4 S :md lined with 
liner maieriLd. placed in n tree, 

• niS riMHn nON Ikeeds in 
.S.K* .Siberiii, N. ( Ibimc :md 

japan. Winters in 
S. Japan and ll. China 



Mmk 
mmk * 




Plumage firsts tlifTcrsliKKlIv 


Habitat Itt Jjf 


MIgtatior 


Famfly j ihak 


Specle$ He-sfifnp/mm/ tYSp^r/iim 


Length ^ ^20 cm) 



Hvknino Grosljkak 

I he bkiek-and-yelhm phimaj^e of the male, 
uikI tbe white win^ patches of botli sexes, 
identify this finch. 1: is a woodland bird 
that visits bird feeders in winter Its 
diet ranges from in seer kinae to seeds. 

^ • NKST a cii|) nest ijf 

twi^^s, placetl in a tree fork. 

• 1>1.S'| HIHCTHIN breeds 
i n CO n i feroi i s ^o ne t \ f 
S. Canada, W. L kS A, and 
south CO Mexico. 

— > Some birds winter 

in K. and Ck I -SA. 



DISTKIBl TIUN 




Plumage differ 


Habitat 


Migration niif^rant 


Family He; | hj[,|)II>AK 


Species mtifAfmgasffr 


Length 5'/, in (14 cm) 



Pl'KPLli Gkhnadihr 

In spite of its ^i^iuidy colors, this is a 
secretive bird, living in arid, m>pical 
sern bland. Small llt^cks feed on the t);round, 
close to cover, taking seeds and insects, d’he 
birds utter qtiier, indisiincr call notes, often 
heard as they fly past. 

• NitST A hjose, round 
nest of j^rass with a side 
entrance, lined with 
Feathers, low in a shrub. 

* DlSTKIlUi nniN K. Africa 
from Kthiopia and .Somalia as 
farsonrh as 'fan/.ania. 




DiSTHim Tiu\ 
Plumage 



Habitat 
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Family EsnilLDIDAE 



Species jf?; (tstrUd 



Length 4.1^ in (12 cm) 



Common Waxbill 



searkt * 

Typically a bird of lon^; f^rass in open country; 
someiimes near water, this is one of the 
commonest species of African finch. Small 
flocks feed on the ground or on standing 
grass, caking seeds (mainly of grasses) 
and somerinies small insects. 

• NKST An oval structure with 
a tubular side entrance, made of 
grass and lined with soft feathers 
or grass flowers, in a grass dump or low in a bush. 

• DiSTKIHUTION .Africa south of the Sahara. Small 
populations introduced elsewhere in the world. 




* fee/ can grip sevtral 
grass s/ems at once 



Plumage 


Habtiat , i.mi 


MtgratEon js^pn-migram 


Family EsrRMJMDAK 


Species suhfiava 


Length 4 (t) 



Zebra Waxbill 

1 he red rump of this grassland finch 
is conspicuous as it feeds among grass 
stems, caking seeds, insecis, and soft shtx^ts. 

Flocks often visit water to drink and bathe 
- ^ in the early afternoon, 

• Nest An oval nest 
. of grass, at ground level or 

slightly above. Often uses old 

nests of other bird species. 

• DISTRIBITION 

y Africa south of the Sahara. 

I • Remark Ako knowm as 

DtsTkiBt moN — the Orange-breasted VVaxhill. 






Habitat . , 


Migration Non-migrant 


Famify RjjrrRiLr>ii>Ai-: 


Species tempondis 


Length 4y^ in (12 cm) 



Red-browed Finch 



conspii uotts red strilie 



This bird has a Ixiimcy flight and is common along forest edges, in open, 
grassy areas with shrubs, and even in town gardens within its range. 

[ he Red-browned Finch is seen either in pairs or in small, fussy flocks, 
feeding among grasses and low' plants and taking small seeds. 

• Nest a horiv.omal, hotrle -shaped nesr w ith an 
entrance tube, 

L made of 

^ grass stems, lined and 

^ placed in a tree or bush. 

* Distribution e. Australia. 

Introduced populations in SAV. 

Australia and S. Pacihe (on Society 
Islands and Marquesas Islands). 



msTmiHJTiON 



Sexes aliki: 



Habitat 
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Family Es i’hii.didak Species gnsekupilhi Length 4^; in (12 ltti) 



GrAY-HHAORH S ILVIiK BIIX 

I his African Hndi is [ypit"il!y 

fuimd in mipkal ^ra^sland with tlnirnhushes 
and in thickets alung river valleys. It feeds 
on seeds tif grasses and (jther plants. Small 
flt>eks ctime to waterhnies re^nlarly in the 
afternoons to drink and bathe. Hirds are <iften 
seen perehin^iand roostin;^ in huddled f^toiips. 

* NKST a lar^;e, untidy; domed smietnte made 
of ^^rass heads, lined with feathers, and placed 
at the end of a branch in a moderately hi^h tree, 

• DlSTRliUmOIN N.E. Africa from Sudan 
and Ethiopia to'lanj^ania. 




iimmkfi 
Ml/ ftp 



Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration 


Family psTiRiuunAK 


Species firyzwora 


Length ^114 ( If) 



Java Sparrow 

A heavily built but sleek- looking!; .seed -eater, 
the Java Sparfcnv lives in tropical grass hi ntl and 
farmland. It feeds on grass seeds and cidcivatetl 
cereals, and on occasional insects. Large llock.s visit 
rice fields in the non breeding season. 

• Nest a bell-shaped, domed 
stmeuire, made of wtiven grass, 
usual W under the eaves of a building. 

• DiSTRIlUrnnN Java and Bali. 

Introduced in the tropics worldwide, 

• Remark I his is a popular cage bird, particularly in 
Asia. Its highly sociable nature makes ii an easy bird to breed 

in captive conditions. Escaped populations occur in some countries. 



iiH'/ti/t pittfh 




.Sexes alike 









Mlgra^on ^on-migrant 



Famity EsTrILDIDAK 



Species jmima 



Length 4y^ 



Cl IT- I'HROAT 

This is a perky little finch 
of tropical grassland and drier 
woodland regions that feeds 
on seeds and insects. Only 
the adult males possess the red throat 
patch referred to in the name. Chit- 
throats form pairs during the breeding 
season and as.sociate together in lively, 
chirping flocks at other times of the year. 

• Nest Makes a spherical nest (>f grass 
amJ feathers. AlternariveK; it may take 
over an old nest of a sparrow or weaver. 

• DlS'I'klBl ITION Africa south of the .Sahara. 




• fhf^itnut ifeily 



Plumage diffct 






Migtalion 
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Family EsnRII*DimK 


Species gun/dtae 


5 in G3 cm) 





Gouldian Finch 



Few specie^ of bird in chc world am rival 
this bird tor sheer splendor of color. It is 
a seed-eurcrof tropical (jpen woodland and 
sernh, feeding in small flocks on rtie ground* 

• N EST A loosely built 
dome of grass* tisually in 
a hollow in the ground. 

• DISTRIIUITTON N* Australia 

• kl^MAHK '[’here are three 
color phases Ow'/). /J): black' 
headed. Red -headed, and the 

DiSTKiiiiTroN rare fellow-headed phase. 



m mm - 
bordend 



Rkd- 



\ Kiaa tw 



Kh:.\DRD 



forki'd 

tfiii 



Plumage differ slightly 


Habitat JJk 


Migration M y migrant 


Family pj ixaU[>AI- 


Species 


12 in (30 cm )/.S in (1.3 eml 




ShAF'['-TAILKD Whydah 

An inhabitant of extensive grasslands 
in the siihiropics, this bird forages 
on the ground for fallen seeds, [t 
does this with an unusual hopping 
mtjvement* in which it scratches the 
grtujiid while jumping up with both 
feet, Karly in the breeding season, it is seen 
in smalt parties in which males outnumber 
females. 'The males have long tails* which they 
show iiff in competitive songflights to attract 
females* f)nee the males have ceased to display, 
the long tail is shed and a new plumage is grown, 
resembling that of the female. When breeding 
is over, the birds gather and feed in large 
flocks, \vhich are seen roosting in tall trees. 

• NHST'l'hls bird makes no nest, 
hut fosters our the care of its young hy 
laying eggs, cuckoo fashion, in nests 
of Violet-earetf Wax bills 

1 h e y t ui n g w h y il a h s 
resemble young waxbills in mouth 
markings and in their calls* and 
rhe nestlings of both species are 
reared together by the waxhills. 

• [^ISTRlIUn ION 
Parts of southern Africa. 



nuiids dfdfmaie kid is ff resent 
indy during die miiy stages nf 
bmr/ing 



exfi/inded k/if tips • 



gulden- 



hmtst 






Plumage 



Migration ,\| on -migrant 



Habitat 
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PA.SSKHIDAK 



Species Pissser domes/kus 



Length 5 ^15 




House Sparrow 

This .species evolved as a seed-earer but now lives in close association 
with man. Its ability to feed on anythinji from worms and fruit 
to kitchen scraps has enabled it to flotinsh in conn tries far 
beyond its original range. 

• NKST An untidy nest of 
other materials, 
often on buildings, 

* • DlSTHIiiUTION 

OriginalK Hurasia, 

N. Africa^ Middle 
Ease Introduced in 

l>lSTRl^HJTto^ many other countries. Fkmau- 



gray ■ 
rromi 




Plumage (jexes differ 


Hab«a._ ^ 


Migration migrant 


Family pAsSRRir>Al-: 


Species \fQtmfmigillii mmdis 


Lenffhfri^.in (17cm) 



White-winged Snowfinch 

Inhabiting alpine meadows and barren, rocky crags and screes up 
as high as the snow line, the Snow' Finch feeds mainly on seeds. 

• Nest a bulky cup nest made of grasses, leaves, hairs, 
and feathers, and situated in a rock crevice or wall 

• DistHIHDTION Isolated area? 
in mountain 
ranges in 
S. Europe, 

'liirkey, Iran, 

\V, Mongolia, 

C, Asia, and 
Himalayan 

DJSTW nu rn< jn regi 0 n. 



• grr^Y 
head 





Plum^ Sexes alike 


HabKat ^ I 


1 Migration ^%]f,n-migrant 


Family pi^oCKIDAK 


Specks ^nmtalls 


Length 4i/,mnicm> 



Speckle-fronted Weaver 

"Tame and confiding, this grassland bird is seen in 
small Hocks chat feed on the grmind, mainly eating 
grass seeds. At dusk, gnmps of three or four birds 
gather to roost, packed closely together on tree 
branches, or sometimes in chin-rfKded ""nests,’" 
coostriicccd only for roosting. In flight, birds utter a 
pleasant contact call The song is rolling and imisical 
and is interspersed w'icli chirping notes, uttered 
particularly wdien raking flight, to alert other birds. 

• Nest a hollow hail woven out of dry' grass, with 
an entrance tube at the side, placed in a tree. 

• DJSTKIHMTION 'Tropical Africa, from the 
southern Sahara through Erhiopia to Kenya. 



» sperkkd ffirdiead 



nape 




niSTRmi TK>N 


# pide 




jemher 




1 edge^ 





Plumage 



Migratidn Non^migrant 
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Family p| 



Ph/eiis amlaris 



6/i in (lA cm) 



Spectacled Weaver 

Living in scrub, thickets, and riverside forests, imd 
spreading into farms and suburban gardens, this shy 
species rarely emerges from cover Pairs creep up and 
down stems, foraging for their prey of insects, spiders, 
and millipedes, and als<j taking nectar, seeds, and fruit. 
Males hang upside down from the nest in their display 

• NKST a rounded, finely woven 
nest, suspended from a twig over 
water, with a long entrance 
tube hanging d(>wn below. 

• DiSdItnu mON Parts of 

Africa south of the ,Sahara. FrmaUv 



in Mark .Kfrmk 





Ptumaga difler 


Habitat ^ ^ 


Migration Non -migrant 


Family pi (xikidai-: 


P/nrras atruilatm 


Length in (1 7 cm) 




Mark * 

Village: 

Weaver 

Africans commonest weaver, this 
bird forms ci>lonies in trees, often 
near villages. It feeds on insects 
and seeds. Males display by hanging 
behnv the nest, iliittcring their wings, 

• NKST An oval nest of reeds, sedges, 
and grasses, with a nest chamber on one side 
and an entrance chaml>er on the other, with 
a vertical entrance tube hanging below. 

• DlSTKim 'TION Much of Africa 
south of the .Sahara, except in desert areas. 





Plumage 


Habitat a ^ 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family pixx:i:il>.\R 


Species €ariiinalk 


Length 454 | 





Cardinal Quelea 

'This bird is gregarious, stmietimcs 
harming nomadic flocks. It breeds in large 
colonies in dense stands of grass and 
swamps and feeds on snialE seeds. I'he 
male sings from the top of a tall reed, 
lluOlng out his plumage, quivering 
his whngs, and jerking his fanned tail. 

• NlvST A compactly wtiven nest made 
of grass, with an entrance at the top on 
one side, tied between upright grass srems. 

• DlSTKIliliTlOlN Kenya to Mt^y.amhique. 

• RPMAKK A relative of the Common 
Quelea, which occurs in milikm-strong Ikx^ks. 




Plumage 



Migration p^i-jjjj] niigranc/nomadic 
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Family pi (mikidai: 



PJurmag^ Sexes difTer 



Habitat 



Migration 3s|ori-ml|>rimE 



Family Pi^octjOAK 



Speoies 



II in(2«em)/5in(LUm) 






Migrniion ^f,n-migranE 



Rbo-cou-arrd Widow bird 

1 his widmvhird of tropioRl Lind siihrropicEil ^msslEind is 
identihed by the red neck Kind on [he breeding male’s 
otherwise black plumage. In his territorial display flight, 
the male flutters around in the air over his nesting territory 
^vith slow wingbeats, trailing his long, 
black rail. The female is duller and lacks 
the long iLiil, as do immanires. Males 
(HJtside the breeding season resemble 
the females and lack the long rail. The 
species is gregarious at a I! times, moving 
abour in flocks and visiting bushes and 
tall grass, often near water. Birds alsti 
roost ill large flocks, often in tall 
elepliant grass, again close to vvater, 

The diet consists of insects and seeds, 

• NI’lS'I' An oval nest, made of living grass 
and lined with dry grass, with an en trance 
near [he top in the form of a covered porch. 

I’he nesr is placed in a hush or reed bed. 

* Dis ruim i riON .scattered areas 
throughout Africa south of the Sahara, 
except in dense forest or desert area,s. 



mSTIllHl TlO\ 



Rf.d Bishop 



'Phis colorful weaver h found In tall grass 
and reeds in relatively moist areas of savanna. 
A breeding male may mace vvirh several 
females, as the .species is polygamous. The 
male displays his black-and-scarlet phmiagc 
either from a perch or in slow, jerky, 
hoLineing flight across the rccdhcds. 1 1 is 
display behavior includes tlufflng out 
his body anti head plumage and rapidly 
heating his wings. This eye-catching 
performance is accompanied by rvvirtcring 
or whee/y calls, utrered htJth from a perch 
or during the display flight. Outside the 
breeding season, birds form large flocks. 

When feeding. Red Bishops walk in 
short, deliberate steps while foraging on 
the ground for seeds, grains, and insects. 

• NKST An upright, oval nest, woven 
out of fine grass and reed leaves, with a 
porched side entrance, attLiched ro a reed 
stem some 3-fi ft 0-2 m) abov e water. 

• DISTRIIUITION Sub-Saharan 
Africa, from Kenya and Angola to St>uth Africa. 
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Paras I'l'ic 
Whavkr 

A ^riissIniHl bird vviih u short ui\ 
ivncl stubby bill* this species is iistuEly 
found nciir water, k I'ccds ahtiust 
exclusively on seeds, niirint^ the 
breeding season, it is seen singly 

or in pairs, or more rarely in 
small ;^rnijps: males perform 
A ‘^swi//iinj^'* son^i when displaying. 
Outside the breeding seasim, larger 
tkicks gather together. In Highr^. 
lloeks utter warhliiig eontaec iiotes. 

• .’NkST 'This bird builds no nest of its 
own but iLtys eggs in nests of s^ime Chtkoh 
anti Pkfiw warblers, which foster the you mg 

• DlSTKTBUTinN Scattered areas 
cltroiighout Africa south of the Sahara. 

• Remark Also popularly know n as 
the Cuckoo-h inch. Its inLonspiciious 
coloration may help it visit the nests 
of host birds w ithtaur being detected. 



lomifi, 
htfifi 
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i s H u T o\ 
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• Z/j?// 






FamJly pj ^ 



Species 



EitfikiffS jmhmii 



^ 1.^ in (.1^ em>/.S in (1.^ cm) 



differ 



Habitat 






Miration 



Family 



Species j mmah&piza imbedns 



>-®^*^,^inn3cm) 



Plamage 



.Iackson’s 
Widow bird 

I his is a commtm and lively 
species, living in open, tropical 
grassland at high altitude. During 
the breeding seastm, it is easy tti 
see, since the male perfesrms a 
wild display dance around his 
own selceted tuft of grass, 
leaping high into the air and 
arching his long tail over his 
back. hlt>cks gather in the post- 
breeding period and visit 
farmland, w here they feed 
on seeds and insects, either on 
the ground or in high grass. 

• NKST a Himsy nesA made of grass 
and lined with seed heads, with a side 
en trance. It Ls placed low in a tuft of grass, 
w ith growing blades woven into the structure. 

• DiSTRlBl I TIOIN From ,S.\V. Kenya c<j N. 1 an/.ania. 

• Remark The male’s long tail accounts for 

rhe in (20 cm) length dift’erence between the sexes. 
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Fgmity <JniliNH>AK 



Species mag^tm 



Length 14 in ( 35 t*m) 



DlS'l'klBlTlON 



imje fee! 



sfrotig legs 



Long-taickd Starling 

The long, fitpering tsil of this glossy starling is often swung from side to 
side, lo(}kjiig as if it were loosely attached to the bird’s body. Both sexes 
have long tails, but only the male has the dark green iridescence in its 
plumage, and the ruff nf slender, spiny neck feathers. Occurring In 
both upland and lowland areas, the species is not usually seen 
in large flocks, mirmally foraging in pairs or small parties. The 
birds frequent tall secondary woodland (regrown after forest 
clearance), forest edge, and gardens. 1 Icre [hey search in 
trees and undergrow th for the small fruits that provide 
most of their food. 'Hie call is a shrill, descending, 
shirred nore, and the song is a scries of short warbles. 

• NiiST Unknown, but the species probably 
nests in cavities high in trees or in buildings, 

• DlSTRIBl rnON N.W. New' Guinea, on 
^ Biak and Nunifor Islands, 

glossy 
plumage 

fail !apefs 
fo a point 



Pluniage differ slightly 


...A 


Migration ]SJori-migranc 


Family StUKNLDAE 


Species Onyafgua/Jins mario 


Length j | 128 cm) 





Rbd-winged 
Starling 

Vhc. primary feathers on the broad wings 
of this slender, long-legged starling flash rich 
chestnut as the bird dips and swtMips through 
the air. It feeds both on the ground and in the 
trees, taking fruit, insects, and sometimes 
nectar. When not breeding, it is often seen 
in small parties or larger flocks, but it breeds in 
separate, strongly bonded pairs. Its natural nest 
sites are in mountains, cliffs, and rocky hills, 
but it now also often nests on buildings. 

• NiiST A mud bowd bound with plant 
fibers, in a crevice or on a ledge on a cliff, 
r(x:ky outcrop, or wall, 

• brS'I'KIRUTION 
Parts of Africa 
south of the 
Sahara. 



FiiMALi: 



n STK Bi moN 
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Plumage Sexes differ 



Migration Njyn-niigrani 



Habitat 
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Family StIIRNIDAK 



Species superbits 



Length 7 (JH cm) 



Superb Starling 

Originally a bird of open countr\f, rhis scarling has become 
adapted to farmland, villages, and towns, where it is 
common and fairly tame. It is a sociable species, 
feeding on the ground in small parties, taking 
insects and other small invertebrates, fruit, 
and some seeds. It is often seen begging 
for food around safari camp sites, 

• Nest a ball of grasses in 
a bush or a tree cavity. 



DlSTKlBUTlON 
K. Africa from Sudan and 
Ethiopia south to Tanzania.^^t^ 




.Kkorf 

mti 



Jl?VENlLE 



Plumage Sexes alike 


Habitat , ^ 


Migratiofi parti^] migrant 


Family S'l UKNlDAE 


Speclea vuigaris 


Length (j In {^q tm) 



Common Starling 

Conspicuous for its habit of forming large flocks to roost, 
this species ha.s adapted well to life in towns and cities, ft 
breeds in loose colonies, in which the males defend their 
nests fiercely. Feeding flocks prnbe the ground with sharp 

bills for worms and insects 




• Nest a cup nest in a tree 
hole, among njcks, or inside 
a building or nest box. 

• Distribution From 

Europe and N. Africa east 
as far as \V, China and India. 
Introduced in North America, 
South Africa, and S. Australia. 





JUVRNH.K 
■ p^ik femhtT iips 
of rnnkr phtmnge 






Plumagp gjjxes alike 






Migration penial migrant 



Fartilly SniRNllME 



Species Leufopsar wthsehMi 



lo in (25 cm) 



Rothsc:hild’s Myna kiwered 

This stocky, white bird owes its rather heavy- 
headed appearance to a crown of lung feathers. 

In courtship, the male raises these feathers 
and performs a head-bobbing display. The 
Species is sociable, forming fliicks exce 
when breeding. Birds forage in 
the trees for fruit and insects. 

• Nest a cup nest in a tree bole. 

• DlSTRIBUrnON Hali, Indonesia. 

• Remark Due to the destruction 
t)f its habitat, the wild population is 
almost extinct. Attempts are being 
made to sav^'e it by aviary breeding. 




Plumage S^j^es alike 



HabRst fff 



Migrauon Non-migraiu 
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Family S'-viiiiivipAK 



Species Utmprniorms spkrt/Mas 



Length 12 in (30 cm) 



Splkndid Glossy Starling 

P locks of this sodnbk% noisy species often travel 
nomadic ally through open woodland or along the 
galleries of tall trees beside tmpicid rivers, searching 
for ripe fruit and insects in the upper fijliage. 'I'lic 
Splendid fJlossy Starling is partienlarly fond of wild 
figs, and a fruiting fig tree may attract large numbers 
of feeding birds. Being up in the tree canopy for st> 
much of rhe time, the species is dtilUcMlt to spot, 
but when flying between trees it can often he 
recognized by its distinctive, hunched posture. Its 
beating vvings make a noticeable swishing sound. 

(-alls include shrill whistles, rasping sounds, and deep, 
throaty noise.s, rhese arc heard particularly in the 
evening as the birds gather in their hundreds to roost. 

• NI^ST a tree hole, lined with dr>' 
grasses, often high above the ground. 

• DiSTRllillTlON J-orest zone 
of VV. and C. Africa, 




DJSTRlBiniDN 






/ON^. 
ki ii • 




Plum^ Sexes alike 


Habitat 


MIgFBtion jnfii^rant/nomadic 


Family SriiRNirME 


Species regius 


14 in (.3.S emS 



GOLOHN-BREASTIiD S'l'A RUNG 

W ith its slender build, tapering tail, and goldcn-yelh>w breast, 
this bird is an timi.sual form of glossy starling, dilTering from 
must in appearance and behavior. It feeds largely on inseers 
hunted on the ground or in the air. and takes little fruit {the 
usual diet of glossy .starlings), Small tloeks feed together in 
trupicai grassland with scattered trees, or in drs' scrub. 

Nervous in manner, birds raise the alarm with 
a whistling chatter when disturbed. 

• NKST a tree hole lined w ith 
plant materials. 



• stitnngeye 
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Plumage 






Migration ^on-migrant 
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Family S'TURNiL}Ab: 



Species Mhmdumoiifii 



Length (25 urn) 



Plumage cj^ 3 (^s jiijl^e 






Migfatlon j\Jon-mij| 7 rant 



Family s^| [jh^hjar 



Species Ctmffth 



Sexes alike 



Itt fcl A 



Migration Non^migraiu 



him skbt 
iirounfi eye 

short, bristly 



Hill Myna 

Kntnvn irv caprivir>' for its iibilit>^ to mimic human speech, the Hill Myna also 
chatters consuntly in the wiki. Its calls are very varied and can be musical, 
harsh, or wheezu l^hc species occurs in tropical forests and plantaticms. It 
lives in the forest canopy; foraj^inf^ for food in small parties: if it has 
to visit the ground it hops slowly and heavily, khe birds feed 
mainly on fruit and berries, also gleaning insects, catching 
winged termites, and visiting fltnwering trees to sip nectar 

* NKST a cup nest placed deep in a hole in a tall tree. 

* DlSTliimiTiniN Scattered areas in the Indian 
subcontinent, and from the Himalayas east 
into S. China and much of S.E. Asia. 

* R KM ARK Aviary -bred birds reared 
irt isolation from their parents become 
good mimics of human speech. 



hare 

yeik%^' 

cattle 



niSTRIBl TION 

white wing 
pfitfh 



DiSTHiniTION 



shorty strong, 
perrhitig kgs 



Yellow-faced Myna 

W hen this bird is perched, its 
bare face patches arc its most 
distinctive feature. In Hight, the 
white rump, tail coverts, and wing 
patches become more conspiciKuis. J'he 
species lives in trees, favoring tho,se with 
open space around them, I’hese include tall 
trees rising above the siirrmmding rain forest, 
trees at the forest edge, and single tree.s on 
open ground. The Yellow'-faced Myna 
occurs in pairs or small parties by day 
but often gathers in flocks at dusk to 
roost, rile birds feed mainly on forest 
fruits, bur occasionally fly out from 
the branches to snatch swarming 
insects in midair I’crched birds 
utter frequent, croaking calls. When 
breetling, pairs are often assisted at the nesr by a 
"^helper,’' typically one of the previous season *s brood, 

• NRST a bt>wi-shaped nest of twigs, leaves, and 
drv stems, built In a tree cavity well aboveground. 

• Distribution New Guinea, the Bismarck 
Archipelago, and the .Solomon Islands. 
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Golden Oriole 

This species occtirs in dcciditous woudlanU, preferring trees with high, 
open canopies. h'eiTiiiles are well camonflagcd, but even the vivid male is 
often hard to see as he searches the treetnp foliage for fruit and insects. 
The birds can. he deteeted by their loud, fluting, three-note calls. 

I’hey fly swiftly, tiften in shalhw swoops. Uneasy on the groimd, 
they stay in the air even to bathe, splashing into water 
momentarily hefore returning to the safety of ike trees, 

• NKST a cup nest .slung in a hi^rizontal twig fork, made 
of grasses, wool, and strips of hark, finely lined, 
and situated high in the outer twigs of a tree, 

• DlSTHIliUTION Ikeeds in much of Kurope, 

C. Asia, and N. India. Winters 
in Africa and India. 

shmi kii! • 

Side 

piifiels * 



of the Sahara. 



mSTHI in TION 



Family StURNIDAK 



Species afriramts 



Length in (22 eni) 



Sexes alike 



Hahitat 



Migration 



Non-migrant 



Family Oj^iquoae: 



Species ffnfdus 






0/1 ;ii I 



Scxi;s difTcr 



Habitat 9ii >e 



Migration ^li^rant 



/y/rvrvf 

nf 

s/n^fd 



Yellow-billed Oxeeckek 



"riiis grassland bird finds its food on the bodies of large 
grazing mammals such as giraffes, rhinoceroses, zebras, and 
cattle. It clamhcrs about with its sharp daws, using its tail as a Jgvhnili- 
prop, and removes ticks and other skin parasites with its hill, which 
is tlattened sideways, with a bliinc tip for dislodging the prey. I'he 
cjxpeckcr also probes into .skin wxmnds and sonietimes feeds on 
wound tissue. If alarmed, the bird dodges around the hosts 
body to hide. Oxpcckers take the opportunity t<> drink 
when their host visits water. At night they roost in 
flocks in irees, in reed beds, or amcmg rocks. 

* NivST A pad of feathers, grass, and hair, 
placed in a natural hole in a tree. 

• DlSTKIlil TION Africa south 



sfrtdfi^ e/em'S 
for fhmhnn^ 
on /inim/iis 



DlSTRirU TJON 
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Family 0 r10UI>AF 



Species vitiilis 



Length 1 1 j 2 H t.:m) 



Griikn Figbird 

A strong, slender oriole with j 
powerful bill, the (Jrecn Figbird 
btis ii distinetivc patch t>f bare skin around 
rhe eye. In the female, this patch is dark 
purplish gray and easily overlooked, hut in 
the male it is a pale pinkish red and flushes 
a deeper, hriglitcr red in moments of agitation 
or excitement. Fhe bird is usually seen at the 
hirest edge or in clearing.s. I lere it searches for 
wild fruits with a dipping llight on long, slender 
wings, in which the white outer edges tif its tail 
are revealed. It alsu <K.curs amtmg the 
scattered trees of towns and snhurh.s, 
where it feeds tm culiivaied fruit such 
as bananas and pawpaws. Adults normally 
forage singly or in pairs, but immature birds 
tend ctj form ntiisy Hocks that s<|uabhle among 
themselves in harsh, high pitched notes. 

• NiiST A shallow cup ne.se made of vine 
tendrils, reinforced with thin twigs, and 
suspen ded in a horizontal twig fork high in a tree. 

• DlSTKIIlliTION F. Indonesia (islands of Roti and 
’I’imor), S.K. New Guinea, and N. and H. Australia. 




.Sexes differ 


HsbiWl 


Migratjon ’sff,n_n,igrap^^ 


Family | 


Spec les foffkfWiS 


Length 



Crusted Drongo 

Often conspicuous as it perches upright on a tree, post, or 
ruck, watchmg for food, rhis bird makes little attempt tes eunceal 
itself from potential enemies. It sometimes harries passing birds 
of prey with aggressive miK-k attacks, its name refers to the tuft 
feathers chat springs from its ferrehead. I hc species often hunts 
in open woodland, wdiere it watches vigilantly from a perch, 
then darts out to intercept a passing insect in midair, 'f'hc 
long, outw ard-curving, iorked tail pmvides great agility in the 
air. and the bird freijuently twists and tumbles in pursuit of 
its prey, finally snatching it up in a short, stout bill that is 
slightly hooked tfj ensure a grip on the victim. I'he Crested 
Drongo alstj iVetiuents more open gra.ssland, where it hunts 
ftu insects that have been disturbed by grazing eatrle, 
which It uses as mobile perches. The bird also bencHts 
frtim brush or grass fires, picking off insects as they 
escape from the heat. Crested Drongos hunt alone 
or in pairs, uttering twanging, metallic call notes. 

• NliS r A light cup nest of interwoven plant hbers, 

SU.S pended between tw'o tw igs forming a huri/oncal 
fork at [he end of a branch in a tree. 

• DiSTKIliUTION Madagascar and 
Ckmion^ Islands (nortlnvcst of Madagascar), 




DiSTIimiTKLN 



Plumage 



Habitat 



Migration 

-migrant 
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Famiijf nK:Ki'Hii>Ai-: 



Species Dtffjirm p/tr/iSst 



Length 25 in (f>3 cm) 



GuiiATER Rack ET- 
TA 1 1. ED D KONGO 

I'his dron/ro can be recognised by its two limg 
lait fcLuherji- Hach of these is composed of a long, 
wirelike shuft with a broad viine, known as a racket, 
at its tip. In Right, the rackets ripple and bcnmec as 
they trail behind the bird. Another recognitkm feaiure 
is the loose, backward-drooping crest on the crtjvvn 
the head, d’he speeie.s is e^inimon in rain forest and 
bamboo jungle and feeds almost exdvisively on 
insects, caught on the wing or picked frtim twigs 
and foliage. It can use its versatile feet to damp 
a large insect to the perch, or to grasp and 
raise the prey to its bill, (ireater Hacket- 
tuiled I>rong(js hunt by flying out 
repeatedly from the same perdi, or by 
moving from tree to tree, either alone 
or in sniail parties. Such parries often J 
associate with birds of other species, to f 
form large hunting Hoeks. 'I’hese Rocks / 

Rush insects out of the vegetation as 

they pass, making them easy to catch. lake other drongos, 

the Greater Racket-tail is boldly aggressive towards predators. 

[e niters metallic calls, as well as a song that includes musical, 
whistling stiunds and skillful mimicry of other birds. 

• NiilST A (.leep, loose cup nest made bne twigs, bark 
strip,s, grass stems, and spidenvebs, bound by its outer 

rim to a horb.ontally forked twig, and situated high in a tree. 

• niSTKlRl TION Much of India and through the Himalayan 
regitm CoS. China, and s<iuth as far as Bornecj, Java, and Bali. 

• RRMARK d his bird Is the largest spetics of drongo, not only 
on acctHint of tail length but in overall body size too. 





niSTIllIU 'TU^N 
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PIUIUE^ Sl-xcs alike 


Habitat 


Migration ^on- migrant 


Family CaLLAKA'I IEJAE 


Species curttnadatm 


Length join (25 cm) 





Saddleback 

Identified by its Reshy wattles, this forest bird lives mainly 
in rhe trees, probing bark for insects and taking fruit and 
nee tar. It makes tmly brief Rights. I *airs remain together. 

• NRST a cup nest in a tree hole tir dense foliage, 

• DiSTHIBl rriON New Zealand; once 
widespread, now 
only on a few 
small islands. 
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family GraUANIIMe: 



Speaes fysn&kufs 






Magpie-Lark 

AkhtniKh common tin farmland and even in lowns, the Ma^pie-Lark h essentially 
a bird of pond and lake margins^ which it visits to coMecc mud tor its nest and to 
look for food. It walks and paddles on long legs, its body and tail well raised, 
searehing the grmmd and the shallow water tor insects, water snails, and other 
small invertebrates. When it takes 
to the air, it flies strongly 
and directly, steadily 
flapping its large, 
rounded wings. 

After mating, pairs 
often remain together. 

'I’licy advertise their 
possession of a territ<iry 
with a mutual display in 
which each bird calls 
in turn while standing erect 
and raising its wings high. 

• NKS*r A mud bowl 
lined with fine grasses and 
sometimes feathers, built on 
a horizontal bran eh in a tree. 

• DiS I RIHUTION Australia, 
and part ofS. New Guinea. 



hroad 
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U/VUfl Jot 
m/iking /iiid 
• trfttfhtg 



Fhmam-; 



PLSTWirUTION 



Plum^e 



Habitat hi 



Migration Non-miErani 



Fanillir Coucoraciiwe 



bpecies S/m/Atdr// €iuersa 



Plumage 



Habital hi 



Migration N„n-migrant 



uiorT 



Apostlebird 

A ground-dwelling bird with a long tail, the Apostlebird has a 
husyv fussing manner and harsh, chattering calls. It does not fly 
strongly and feeds iminly on the ground, walking, running, and 
hopping in search of insects and other invertebrates, anti also taking 
small seeds, '["he name of this bird is a biblical reference to the 12 
apostles, since tJie birds often live in sociable family groups 
consisting of this number of birds. Foraging as a group, 
they preen each other and huddle together to rest 
and roost in trees. 'I’hey also cooperate to 
build the nest, incubate the clutch, and 
feed the young. Usually there is 
only one breeding female 
in the group, hut 
stimetimes two or 
more will lay their 
eggs in the same nest, 

• NHSTA mud howl reinforced 
with gras,s and lined with fmer 
grasses, on a horizontal branch up 
to 49 ft ( 1 S m) above the ground. 

*DlSTRlBlfTK>N 

N. and E. Australia. mSTRlBt TtON 
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Family Al^l AMlOAK 



Species Art/mm dfirmiS 



/ in (In 







ItAH I'HUiV 



Black-faced 

WOODSWALLOW 

Despite its stout, henvy-headed a p pc a ranee, the 
Black-taccd Woods wallow is very aj^ilc in the nir. 
flyin^i easily on lon^, taperinp; winf^s in pursuit 
of its insect prey, in tipen country with 

scattered trees, it watches alertly from a high, hare branch, 
dartin;^ out tt> am hush passing; insects. Ac other rimes it 
circles err glides in proloii^icd aerial hunts, catching insects 
in its broad -based bill. It usually occurs in pairs nr small 
docks, which huddle together to most. 1'he birds are 
.sociable when breeding and the nesting pair can 
often rely mi Kelp from other tamily members. 

• NiiST A cup nest made of tw igs ami rtjotlets. 
built inside a shrub or a hollow^ stump. 

• DlSTRIEiLTiON 
'rim fir, S. New 
Guinea, and 
Australia. 








DISTRim TION 





Sexes alike 


Habitat 


Migration Non-migrant 


Family CRAtTnCinAR 


Species {Jrarfi/us fo/r/ua/ui 


Length 10-/^ in (27 cm) 



GH AY B L )TCI IliH II I R I > 

A long, pow^crful bill wurh a hooked tip indicates the predatory nature of 
tliis species. Its flight i,s strong and fast. It feeds on small birds, insects, 
Iiz;irds, and mice, swooping thnvn from a percli to snatch them. 

Gnlikc true birds c^f prey it cannot hold dtm n its victims with its 
foot. Instead, it carries prey back ctj the perch and cither wedges 
it in a twig fork or impales it on a thorn to tear at it. 'bhis 
behavior probably explains its name. Pairs live in permanent 
territories and boldly attack predators that threaten the 
nest, rite species utters musieah whistling calls, and pairs 
sing ‘*duers” while repeatedly bowing to each other. 

• NliST A well built cup nest of small tw igs, lined 
wath nnotlets and vine tendrils, and usually 
placed in a vertical tree fork. 

• DIS riUHlTION Australia, excluding 

desert areas. 






DISTRIIU TrOiX 



Plumage alike 




,lrVKNllJ 



Habitat 
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Family (;kaci kmoak 



Spacie$^ tlhken 



Length 15 nt (40 cm) 



Plum^e ijesxes difTer 



Habitat 






flJ Migration sjon-miRiant 



Sexes alike 



white mtpt 
• k fifth 



i>isrttimiTioN 



,h r\ 



Australasian Magpie 



1 he ehsmis of musical call notes uttered by a 
perched i^roup of maic.s nf this species i.s a familiar snimd 
throughout much of Austmlia. The species is most comm on 
in farmland with scattered trees, and in <>pen woudiand. The 
birds feed in groups on the groTind, digging out insect larvae 
and other invertebrates with their powerftiJ bills. Hach group 
has a complex social striicctire, in which all the females mate 
with a single, dominant male and then nest separately. Voonger 
males in the group may mate with the females if they gei the 
opportunity; hut unlike the dominant male they take 
no part in feeding the young, Kaeh group defends its 
hreeding territory' against neighboring gnmps. 

• NKST a shallow^ be mb lined and placed in a tree, 

• DISTIUBIPTION S.C. New (iuinea and throughout 

Australia: introduced 

in P’iji and New Zealand. 









IHSTHinimON 



FlvMAt.K 



CRAfTI laOAK 



Species Strepera gntruf/m 



20 in (50 em) 



Pied Currawong 

With its slender build, powerful bill, staring eyes, and 
slightly furtive manner, the Pied Currawong appears intent 
on mischief. Indeed it is a nest robber during the hreeding 
season, when it frequently feeds in the forest, taking eggs and 
nestlings as well as insects (particularly stick insects). It also ears 
berries and carrion, and feeds on the ground, probing for insects 
in open, grassy places. In winter, large flocks roam nomadically, 
roosting communally and visiting towns and parks. 

The name is derived from the “curra-wong" call. 

• Nest a large cup nest, lined, 
in a forked branch of a tree. 

• DiSTUmUTiON 
Forest regions of 
E. Australia. 






• iOfig legs 
far WfiiJtim 
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Famfty p , ^ , ^ONOK H VNt ’ K 1 1 J AK 



Species rrassinMtns 



13 in (33 cm) 



Piumg^ Sexes ulikc 



Migration 



Family p. 



I ILONORMVNCmnAK 



Species vhiftren.t 



Length j2 in (30 em) 



Pumage 



DISTKmt TION 



pak 

ftfi umkr^uk 



• marnkfi 



GUKliN Cathirij 

1 Itis min ibrest speeies beliings tn tlic buwerbird fiimily, althnii^^h it does 
iim build a hovver. It feeds muinly on fruit :ind render teaves 

in the middle levels of the forest, bm occasionally descends 
to ^^rcHind levef moving in btiundin^ h(>ps interspersed 
with short, heavy HijL^lits. Although oorniiilly (|uict, the 
male bird heetjmes denionscrariv e vv hen hreedinie:. 

Calling with a catlike, vvai!in|^ note and bobbing 
his head and IkkIv, he chases after females, 

• NKST A cup nest, located in a tree 
fork, a tree fern top, ora \ ine tangle, 

• Dls nUBl nON E. Australia. 

• REMAltk tbilike the true 
hovverbirds, the male niace.s with 
only one female. I le defends the 
nest ami helps to rear the young. 



insTkiru TioN 



hifompk/m4s m 
ff^rrst/fiiujge 



Satin BowiiKiMRi:) 

While the females and yen mg males of this species wander 
ill small flocks through the forest in search of fruit, yoiing 
Icav'cs, ami insects, the adult male spends much of his time at 
the '‘hower."’ Working near other males, he claims a small area 
forest floor and erects a narrow avenue csf twigs, staining them 
with a mixture of chareoal and saliva. I Je decorates the area wi 
feathers, flowers, and stones, preferahly bright blue ones. When i 
female visits, he vvoos her with flmng and chirring notes while 
exhibiting his brightest objects in his bill. After mating, 
the female leaves to nest and rear the yoimg alone 

• Nest A shallow cup nest of twigs and 
dry' leave.s, built in a twig fork or 
mistletoe clump, in a tree. 

• DlSTKlBUTION E. Australia. 



of t he 



black 



■ giosjty 
p/ama^t 
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Family p I J I JK 1 1 Yxc :n 1 1 ).\K Species mamluki 



Lengui in (ZNtm) 



Plumage alike 



tuf 



Mierauon jVwn-mtgRim: 



Famjly p.viiADis.M^inAK 



nr^us 



Plumage Jiffer 



msTKIlil TION 



mfigefihi 

pmrh 



mnrk 

ithtjvf 



SpOTPUD BoWIvliBlUI) 

"This bird ^K:eiirs in dense. dr\ forest, both in foiithills and alongside creeks, 
feeding un insects, seeds, and berries. Its name refers m the bowers built 
by the males toctmrt the females. In this species the bivwcr is a short 
avenue of inieTWOVcn stems, timed red with a mixture of f^rass juice 
and saliva. Kaeh erid is orniimented with white or i^reen objects - 
hones, stones, snail shells, and even ;^lass. Males are polyi^amtius, 
and the builder attracts females by a display <if his 
brij;ht ma|^ema nape patch, uccompaiiied by 
a variety of hissing and chirring sounds, 

• NliST A loose saucer <d' twigs and 
stems, on a hori/ontal branch or 
among mistletoe in a tree. 

• DlSnUliUTION 
Interior and some 
Fi-MALIv coastal areas of 

li. Australia. 



Kl N( ; B 1 K I J-OP-P A K A D 1 S H 

Though vividly colored, the male of this species is inconspieiious 
for much of the time, hiding in lowland rain h>rest. When active, he 
hops thrtmgh the branches in search of insects, berries, and other 
small fruits, lb court females, he selects a suitable tree tor his 
display, puffs ejut his plumage, raises liis tail plumes, and 
utters repeated screams. After niatiitg, females nest alone. 

• NFST a thick cup 
nest of palm fibers, 
in a tree hole, 

• DISTRIBUTION 
I jowland areas of 
New fjuinea. 

• R M A R K d ’ li e m a le s tai I acco u nts 
tor the length differenec between sexes. 

bright 
nr/iti^ce-rrd 
pluma^f ^ 



iJisTHiiurrioN Fi-MAtj; 



fhrimirmm 
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PARAIMSK 

1 Ills min hiirti inhubitH the fnothill-H of 

moLintainniis rej^ions and feeds nn tree fruits 
iind insects, f' emides and ymm|4 males often 
fora^^e in small parries, while the mature 
mule nsually feeds alone. Me also 
performs his etuirtship display alone, 
clioosinji an t^pen perch as a display 
site, and uttering a series of plaintive call notes. 

'[’hen, fanning out his blue belly and flanN feathers, he drops 
upside down and vdhrates his bf>dy. He also rhythmically expands 
and conrracts a special patch of rust-red and black plumage. While 
doing this he utters a throbbing, machinelike sound, d'he female 

moves along the branch to perch between his 
feet, looking down on the display, until he 
savings hack upright ttj stand beside hen 

• NKST A shallow eup nest, in a luw tree, 

• DlSTHlBUTION I-:. New Ciuiiiea. 

• R KM ARK I’he male's long rail streamers 
aeeoLint for the in (34 cm| length 

niSTklMTiON difrcrence liotween the sexes. 



jimk feafhm 



kni 

• [tkifmfits 



Family pARArMS^UUDAK 



species 



rui ft V/ 



Sexes dilTcf 



Habitat {ft 



Migration Non-migrant 



Family |M(,\|,is,.vkiimK 



bpectes Pfirm!h/iea ntffoiphi 



Piumage 



Stt 



Mig/aitlon N( in -migrant 



BlAHi Bird-of- 



Lf:SS li R B I R D-Ol- 1\\ R A [) I S li 

Spectacular tufts uf plumes on either Hank 
of the male help to identify this rain forest 
bird. I n contrast with males of most other 
hi rd-of- para disc species, he does not ilisplay 
alone but with other mules. Groups of males 
gather on bare branches high in the forest trees, 
to call and arch their pinnies invitingly* advertising 
their presence with loud, staccato m>tes* h'cniales 
visit displaying males to mate. After mating* the 
female nests and rears the young alone. Mature males 
are solitary* while females and ymuig males forage in 
small gnuips. Both sexes feed on fruit and insects. 

• NKST a Clip of twigs* tendrils, and leaves* in a small tree. 

• DiSTRIlUlTION N.W. New Guinea; the islands of Misuol 

and Vapen; and ahing N. New Guinea 

extending as tar west as Hiion Peninsula 
• Ul'lMARk 'I he male's tail streamers 
aeeount fur the length 
dilTcrenee 
between 
the sexes* 



OIMRIlUrriON FliMAU* 
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Family Cok\ II>AK 



Species frakrirah/us 



Length (3 ^33 




mSTKim ITtON 





CRitsiKD Jay 

"['he long crest (ifdtis jLiy is oimptjscd nuiiiK nf'two Imge 
leathers with iheir Oat surfaces facing ftJrward, “I he crest is 
often nicked up and dtjwn as the jay utters its calls, svhich include 
whistles and harsh, rattling cries. Like other birds of the crtiw familvH, 
it lucks a loud advertising sung. Inhabiting lowland rain forest and Jiivhmii- 
mtmntain forest up m Z„>00 ft fHUO mK it usually forages in pairs or 
small parties. Unetarinion and little studied despite its wide distribution, 
the f Ircsted Jay seems to take only live food, inchiding large insects such as 
cockroaches and wasps, and other inverteh rates such as millipedes. When 
approached, it is often surprisingly tame, possibly because in its remote 
hai)itat it is istdated from hoinan ctmtaci. On occasion, however. 

Crested Jays have been know n to 'hnob" a human in the same 
way that small birds will mob a bird <>f prey, fhis may sciAe 
to alert other birds as well as to drive the intruder away. 

* NKS'r A solid twig nest placed in a tree or tall sapling. 

• 01STK18UTION S.K..Asia 
froiii SAV. I’hailand to 
Borneo and java. 



.Sexes alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration infant 


Familv CoKvil JAh: 


Species Cy/jnodmi aisiaki 


! 1 1 in (28 ciiil 






Bi A IK Jay a// 

A harsh screech and a flash of bright blue w ing and tail feathers in 
flight tisoally announce the presence of this hold and ini|uisitive bird. ■ 

Originally inhabiting h mad leaved woodland, the HI lie Jay has now 
bectmie common in farmland, tmvns, parks, and suburbs. It 
forages in vegetation and on the ground, taking nuts, seeds, 
berries, and other fruits, as well as insects and other small 
animals, h has a reputation as a nest robber Although 
many Inthviduals are migrants. Hhic Jays very oiien 
store quantities of nuts by burying them in the 
ground or in crevices in trees. Migrating Hhie 
Jays often travel in lloeks, but the birds arc 
more osually seen in pairs t>r family groups. 

* NKST a cup nest made of tw igs, grass, and 
stems, lined and placed in a tree or hoslu 
• DlSTKllUTlON 
Iv and C. North 
America. 





mSTIlIKlTK 







* hmTffi 

tLvV/g 

pftikm 



Habitat 



Migration ntigraiu 



Sc\cN alike 
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Family (loRVIIiAK 



Species Cyv/nmi/fn 



Length n '/■ in cm) 



S'I'hllkr’s Ja’S' 

VUk shy, siLMulcr-crtsted j;iy inh^ihirs wundctl 
hinsides, prd’crrin^ open wcicidlunJ, either 
coni fe rot IS or mi\eth am! areas of sea etc red trees 
A^ile on the win^, it is adept at mov ing rhrongh 
braneives and foliage, and crosses open spaces with 
rapid, lev el llighc. h nsually occurs in pairs and families, 
a tf hough larger groups gather at a good food source, 
calling with a range of screeches and softer, low notes, 

'The sfing is soft and sweet. In common w ith all other 
birds of the crow family, Ste tier's Jay can clamp food 
t(^ the perch vvirh its foot and can h{>ld an acorn and 
hammer it open with its lull. The hill is also used ftir 
digging, and ft^r stripping loose bark, I he birds feed 
mainly on nuts, seeds, and fruits, and they bury acorns and 
seeds for winrer. Insects and other invertebrates are taken, 

— as w ell as the occasional egg or nestling 

• Nl^ST A bow l made of tw igs, lined 
with fme rootlets, and placed in a tree 
fli • DISTR1M110.M 

\ 



DisTHim moN 






\V. North 
America frcmi 
.Alaska to 
Nicaragua. 




Sexes alike 


Habitat U 


Mi|raiion ^[^lI|-ntigram 


Family tiulO U J.AK 


Species (YiH/orftim 


Length 



Scrub Ja\ 

Although slow in ilight, this bird is active and agile on 
the ground. Originally a bird of dry lowland, occurring in ^ 
arid scrub, forest edge, and hrriken woodland near water, 
it has spread tc] cultivated areas and eity suburbs. It forages 
in trees and on the ground or among low hushes, hopping on 
kmg legs and taksi^g a wide range of food. Its diet includes 
nuts, seeds, and small fruits, insects and other small 
i n v^e rte bra te s, s m a 1 1 re pt i I c s , fn igs, t ( lad s, e ggs, 
nestlings, and mice. .Noisy and excitable, ,ScTuh 
Jays often gang together to drive tt If predators. 

• [NHST \ cup nest in a hush ur low tree. 

• DlSTHUil ri ION \V t ISA to S. Mexico. 

• RI^MARK The h'lorida Scrub Jay, one of a 
number of jays that nest communally, often 

with related birds 
assisting the 
breeding pair. 

\ ^ is a sc parr 

species. 



nisTEimriicjN 






g/Y/sphti* Jm/ 
hnids 
m [f/orf 






Plumage ^|||^^ 



Habllat ^ t. 



Migration ^|)n-iiiigrjiu 
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Family f::oRVIIMR 



Specres Calndiia 



Length 28 in (70 cm) 



Bi.ack-throatkd Magpie-Jay 

With its nimibGvant^ fnrwiiirt.l-iirch interest iind lorifi, mperin|J tail, this 
spt'dcs is exceptionally ornate for a jay. When the bird is excited, its crest 
rises up and extends forward until the tip lianas over the fnmt tjf the bill. 

found in open woodland on lower hill shapes and along 
rivers, it feeds mainly among the trees, taking insects and fruit jn 
such as herries. 'rhe birds forage in small parties, communicating I — I ' 
with a variety of calls and noisily mobbing potential predators. 

Reports of more than one individual ieeding an ineii bating female 
suggest that the parties may stay together thrtmghout the year. 

• NPST a structure made of twigs and lined with rootlets and 
plant ftl^pcrs, built in a tree up tfj l OU ft (.MJ m j above the ground. 

• DlSI HllU mON (*aeiric reghm of N.W Mexico. 





* 

f/jroa/ 

p^iich 



V 



.■mm 












c ^ 
■ ^ 






V 



‘ r 

" 'A 



V. y 



Sexes dike 


Habitat 


Migration isf^^n-migrant 


Familif CorvidaF. 


Species Q^irndm ghiidanus 


Length 14 ^35 




Eurasia.n Jay 

Often cautious and suspicious in its 
behavior, the Kurasian Jay i.s better 
known for its harsh erics than for its colorful 
plumage. It is a bird of deciduous and mixed 
woodland, where it lives in pairs or small groups, 
foraging fora variety of foods including nuts, seeds, 
fruits, insects, and small mammals. In the fall, it 
collects acorns to last it thmugh the w'inter, 
burying them in open ground and finding 
them months later without difficulty. 

* NHS'r A coarse nest oftwiss and 
woody stems, placed in a tall tree. 

• DlSTRIBllTlON bn>m Europe 

anti NAV. Africa through 
C. Asia to E. and 
S.E. Asia. 







mfiTHIRI !TION 



imnrfi, him 

« tL’vVrg 




InDIAjN 

StillSUKCil'lS 




Rumage 



Habttat Itt tf >r 



Migraban 
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Famsly Corvidak 



Species efyrkr&riiwcAa 



Length 28 in (70 cm) 



Rkd-billrd Bujh Magpie 



• white cro^ti 

The slender, sprinf^; arched tail of 
the Red-billed Blue Magpie jerks and 
dicks consplcufjusly as the bird 
moves across a forest clearing with 
typicallv long, bounding hops. 

'I’he bird often hums on the 
ground, taking centipedes, snails, 
small mammals, liiiards, and 
even small snakes, but it spends 
most of its time in the trees of 
its mountain forest habitat. 

It forages in small parties 
for insects, eggs, forest 
fruits, and even nectar 
when the trees are 
in blossom, dlie Red- 

billed Blue Magpie moves in level, flapping flight. Like many forest 
birds it is wary f>f breaking eover, and a party will cross an open space 
one at a time in follow-rhe-leader fashion. In this procedure, each bird is 
probably testing for danger from a fast-moving predator such as a hawk. 

• NHST a flimsy cup nest of n>ots, leaves, and twigs, in a tall tree. 

• DlSTItniUTION From Himalayas and S, China to Thailand 
and S. Vietnam, in forest at altitudes of up to 6J(K) ft (2JOO m). 




Plumsgs alike 


Habitat id A 


Migration Ncm-migrant 


Famiij^ Corvidae 


Species Cyfjtit?pkfj eyejm 


13 in^{33 cm) 



Azure-wingeu Magpie 

This small, graceful forest magpie has 
a black cap that can be nuffed up into a 
crest, d'he bird raises this crest for display 
purposes. It is agile on the ground as well as in 
flight. Aided by fluttering wings, it can hop up tree 
trunks and other vertical surfaces and even cling 
upside down beneath branches. Its long tail gives 
maneuverability in the air, enabling it to weave 
and dodge between the branches of 
frees* In rhe open, It usually flies low 
and level, soinctimes swooping, wirh 
one bird following another From tree 
to tree. Azure-winged Magpies are 
sociable, living in small parties that 
forage together ftu insects and orher 
small invertebrates, small fruits, and 

some seeds. Fmid items may be hidden and later retrieved. I he 
pairs in each group nest in close proximity, often in adjacent trees. 

• Nest a cup nest made of twigs, with a lining of roots, plant 
libers, hair, and wool, situated in a tree or hush, 

• DiSTKlBl ’TION 'fwti separate populations: one in Portugal and 
S. Spain; the other in F. Asia in Mongolia, China, Korea, and Japan. 




Plumage 



Habaat hi 



Migration Non-migriim 
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family (JoRVIDAK 



^=*5 Pmifiiai 




Black-billed Magpie 

Active: and im|iiisltivL% with a swaif^gerin^^ walk ami a harsh. 
(jhatccrin^CLill rhe BlaL’k-billcd MaKpic originally inhabited 
scrub or trees with dense foliage, but has now adapted 
to cultivated and urban areas. I Veding on almost 
anything it can find, it mainly cakes insects 
and other invertebrates, as well as other 
small animals, carrion, fruits, 
and seeds. Its reputation 
as a nest robber is greatly 
exaggerated. Despite its weak 
flight it can be ipilte agile in 
the air, its long tail enabling 
it to make sodden attacking 
or evading movements, 

* NKST a bowl made of twigs 
and lined w ith fine rootlets and 
some mud, roofed with 
a loose dome of tw igs, 
built in a bush or tree. 

• DISTRIBUTION 
N.W. North America, 

Kurope, N.W. Africa, parrs of the 
Middle Kast, and much of C. and li 



DtSTltimiTJO.N 



Plumage alike 


Habitat 


Migration Nou-niigraut 


FamHy fjo^viDAK 




LenglTj ^2 in (30 enr) 



Clark’s Nutcracker 

T he slender, slightly downeurved bill 
of this Species is adapted for probing into pine 
cones and extracting che seeds. I'he bird 
either breaks into the cone on the tree, or 
pulls the whole cone off and delves inttj it 
while holding it down with its f<KJt. It also 
ears ocher seeds and fruits when available, as 
well as robbing nests and probing rotten wood 
for insects. Pine seeds are the most important 
f(K>d item in its native mountain conifer forests. 

Afrer collecting seeds in its throat pouch, it 
carries them to special hoarding sites to ensure a 
food supply throtighout the snowboimd win ter 
If tire seed crop fails, the nutcrackers may 
be forced to n’take an irruptivc migration, 
appearing in large numbers in lowland forest. 

Kaeh pair normally lives within its own 
territory, but also searches outside it for food. 

The birds comnumkare w ith a vanety of calls, 
the commonest being a single, loud note. 

• NRS'1' a cii|i nest of twigs, usually at the end of a conifer branch. 

• Distribution W. Ntirch America from S. Uanada to N. Mexico. 




PSumafie 



Habttat itt fcf A 



Migration J j 
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Familjf (]oRVir>Alv 



Pyrrkoa^raxgrmuius 









Ai.pinh Choikjh 

l'l\L' hroiRi wm^s of the Alptnc C^hoiiKh, w itL 
dicir spluycd* finj^crlikc tips, cn^tile it to fly 
strongly und skillfully in tiirhulcnc mounriiin 
winds. I Icrc it sours und glides on air cnrrerits 
und performs aerobatic flights. With its small 
head, slender bill, and high pitched, trilling 
whistle, it is unlike most other members (if 
the crow family. On rlie ground it walks and 
rur^s actively on short legs, probing in rock 
crevices and open pastures. Although it f^eds 
mainly (in insects, snails, and fruit, it will also 
scavenge on s^nall animal carcasses and search 
for scraps at garbage dumps and picnic sites. The 
Alpine Clhoiigh inhabits high mountains in summer, 
descending to lowlands in winter. A highly s(H.iable 
species, it lives in Hocks comptrsed mainly of strongly 
bonded pairs. T kicks roost communally in caves and 
large crevices, and the pairs often nest in the 
same sites, though some distance apart. 

• Nh}ST A mass of sticks and dry roots, 
either in a large crevice or on a cave ledge. 

• I >Is riUHl JTION Spain and N.W. Africa 
through S. Europe and Middle Ikisr to Asia, 





Pipage alike 


Habitat ^ 


Migration ^fon-m^grant 


Family fjoUVlt>Al- 


Species Cfffxms momduh 


Length 13 jp (33 



Eurasian .Jackdaw 

Sociable, noisy, and confident, rliLs small, bright-eyed crow is a grassland feeder that probes for 
insects and worms as well as raking fruit and carrion. It has adapted well to farmland, and aLso 
uses buildings as nest sites, forming colonies made up of long-term 
pairs. l‘he name is derived from its explosive “jack” call. 

• INl^'ST A lined cup nest made of sticks and stems, 
placed in a cavity in a tree, cliff, or building. 

DiSTKitUrnON Kiirasia, south 
to N.W. Africa; northern 
pcrpulatiuns are 
migratory. 



dt'VKNILI': 





plumage aiit,;. 
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FamJly CoRViDAf: 






Plumage 



Habrlat 






Migralion p^ptiaj 



Family Q)K\ llJAK 



Species CoWiiS ifrm-kydytidm 



Length ] 7y> (45 



Plumage 



^ fcf 



Migration migmiiE 



Rook 

The capering hill and bare faee of chi;; 
heav7-bodied crow are adapted m its feeding 
teehnicpje i>f probing deep into the soil. It takes 
insect larvae and worms, earn ing them hack 
to the nest in a prominent [hroar pouch. In the 
fall, the Kook tends to turn to nuts and seeds, 
including grain, and it benefits from mixed 
farming nierhods in which fields of grain are 
grown alongside grassy meadows and pastures. 

Like most other crows it w ill take a wide range 
of alternative foods, including kitchen scraps and 
carrium It is highly sociable, feeding and roosting in 
large Hocks and nesting in conspicuuus, noisy colonies 

• NKST An untidy structure of sticks, lined 
w'ith finer materinL in the tfip of a tall tree. 

• DlSTRIFiUTrON Much ofLurope, the 
Middle East, C. and E, Asia, -Siberian 
popidations winter as fur south 
as S, Iran, 

N. India. 

S. China. 

Introduced in 
New Zealand. 



liisTsuin TJOM 



h'i^h 

forehe^ui 

• imn\ 
^hiie sthi 



.IliVt-INlUi 



American Crow 

I his glossy black bird with its rounded tail and steady, fla|iping llight is 
a familiar sight in open country throughout North America. In farming 
ureas its hahit of feeding in flocks on c<irn and pea crops has 
earned the American Crow u bad reputation. The diet also 
includes nuts and fruit, inseets, and small animals such as 
young birds and mice, and sometimes carrion. During the 
breeding season, cbe birds nest either in separate pairs, 

{>r sometimes in small colonies. At other times of the 
year, they Ci>ngregace in large ccimmunal roosts for 
the night, dispersing during rhe day to search for 
food, d’he usual cull is a harsh ""caw;'" but as in 
other birds there are fjthcr call micesi each 
one used to convey a particular meaning. 

• Nest a large, cup-shaped nest of 
slicks, with a 
sesft lining <jf 
finer plant 
material, 

in a tree or a bush, or on 
top of a celepbonc pole. 

• DlSTRIBlJ'nON 

DiSTkiisi TH^N Much of Nijrtb America. 



light 

hufid 



glossy 

plumage 
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pfn^eiiui 



musstve • 



Family CoRMDAK 



:>pecses forofir 



Plumage Sc?tes alike 



Habitat 



Migration migrant 



Plumage Sexes alike 






Family CoRVlD.VH 



Species ftiPtf'oiik 



ZZ in (.S5 cm) 



CAitRioN Grow 

This oppoministic spct ics I’lotirishes in a wide 
variety of halntars. fron’i seashores and 
forests to towns and garbage dumps. It 
cats a huge range of plant and imimal 
foods, induiiing kitchen scraps, carrion, 
and sometimes shellfish which it tlmps onto 
stones to break them. Carrkm Crows roost 
etjmnuinaliy outside the breeding season. 

• iNhiST A bulky nest of twigs, linctl 
with finer material, in the top of a tree. 

• DlSTimUTION Kurasia, tlie 
Middle Hast, and the Nile Valley. 

• RKMARK Subspeeies include 
both “hooded” and black forms 



IXSTiilBl'TirjN 



to 






now 



htavy h 'iU * 



► smtf 
biM 



WHITH-NFCKin) RaVKN 

Kcpiipped with a massive, deep bill reinforced by an arched i 
ridge, this big, pcjwerfiil erow can tleal sw iftly and eftlciently 
virtually any type of food it finds. It eats seeds, nuts, and friiii 
as well as insects, small birds, niiee, lizards, and even 
tortoises, which it smashes and kills by dropping them 
onto rocky ground. '1 he bird also eats a good deal of 
carrion, often scavenging around human settlements, 
where it ean be seen tearing at animal road casualties. 
f)eciirring mainly in mountains and crags, it Hies 
strongly with slow wlngbeats, and is able tf) soar 
w ith ease on the updrafts and to perform 
hreathtaking aerobatic rolls and swoops. 

• NEvST a large, bow I -shaped structure t>i 
sticks, lined with wool, hair, and grass, and 
sited on a cliff ledge. 

• J>lS'rkllJCTION 
K. anil S. Africa. 



pfmrfjui 



* ^^trmglegs 
fur making 



niSTKiniTKLN 
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Glossary 



A NUMJiER OK the wfjrds used in 
this book may be unfamiliar to 
some readers. This glossary expiains 
special isi terms both dearly and 
concisely. Most words defined in the 
glossary arc the names of types of birds. 
Some of these types are bird families, 
and the scientific name t>f the family is 
given in brackets, with an eciuais sign, 



e.g. **(= family Anatidac)/' Other types 
are only '-parts” of families. In these 
cases, the family is mentioned either in 
English in the course of the definition, 
in bold type, e.g. *'a type of falcon,” 
or in brackets at the end, e,g, ”(part of 
family Laridae).” All words that appear 
in bold type arc defined elsewhere 
in the glossars^ 



• ACCl’lNIOli 

A IV pc of sparmwUkc bird with a 
thin, finely pointed bill (» family 
pRindlidacl 

• ADAIHATiON 

Any aspect of a bird's smicCiirL- or 
bchuvior thal has evt jived to suii 
its preseni environmeni, 

• ADVKKTISLMKNT 
Pisplay hcbav'itir by which a bird 
signals its presence to other birds, 

• AlJiAl’ROSS 

A t^'pe of oceans*^' UK seabird that 
glides for f^reai distances on lonp;, 
narrow w ings, nesrinj; on islands 
(- family Diomede idaeh 

• AN 1 11 NG A 

Name for the North American 
species of d^^rter; alterna lively 
used as a name for all three darter 
species in the world. 

• anthihd 

A type of rain forest passerine that 
feeds un the inseels and other 
Invertebrates that lijccorric easy to 
eateh svhen fleeing from army ants 
(= family Formicariidae). 

• AUK 

A type of penguin] ike sea bird 
chat is able to fly and typteally 
hunts untie r wateft propel ting 
itself vvith its wings rather than its 
feet (= family Alcidac). 

• BAHBLKH 

A type of short -winged, strong- 
footed passerine of forest or scrub, 
often fjceurring in small noisy 
groiips (• family ‘Umaliidael 

• isarbet 

A type of small, sturdy; perebing 
n^jn-passerinc with a stout bill, 
living in trees or bushes {= family 
Megalaimidae). 

• Barn ovvi. 

A type of 3tmg-legged owl in 
which the fneitil disks torm a 
heart shape (- family HyttmidaeJ. 



• liLLLIJIRD 

A type of forest-dticlling bird 
with loud, bell'like callst refers to 
a mimbet (ifspedcs in the 
eotingn and honeyetifer families. 

• BIKIMJF-IARA[>ISE 
A type of forestnJ welling 
passerine in which the male has 
strikingly ornate and sometimes 
extraordinary display plumage 

family Raradisaeidaci 

• BIFUMJF PHbA 

A hunting bird, most commonly 
refers to the day -flying ruplors, 

' but sometimes refers to all birds 
hunting land prey of any size 
larger than insects, thus iiidLu.ling 
owls, skun,s. and shrikes. This 
phrase generally tends not to be 
used to describe insect-eating and 
fish-eating birds. 

• blackbird 

A type of medium-,si/e passerine 
which is cither all Idaek or mostly 
black; refets lo a few species of 
Old World thrusheH and several 
New World black hi rd.s. 

• BOWERBIRD 

A type of forest-dwelling 
passerine in which males build 
elaborate twig iKiw ers to w hich 
they attract females ftJt mating 
1= family Ptilonorhyuehidaek 
- BROADBILL 
A type of forest-dwelling 
passerine with a sturdy btjdy, a 
v^'ide mouth, and a wide bill 
family Furylaimidae). 

• BULBLfI, 

.A type of passerine that feeds 
mainly on fniit. and has musical 
calls family Pyenonoiidael 

• BUNTINf; 

A iyj>L- of sparrow like bird with a 
slmri, sturdy bill ft>r emcking open 
husks to feed on seed.s ipari of 
fanulv KnjberizidaeK 



• BUS'l'ARD 

A type of Open-country' bird of up 
to g<K>se siite with long, strong 
tegs and small feet, and a long 
neck family Otididac), 

• Butch KR BIRD 

.A type of passerine bird of trees 
and shrubs tliai bunts prey with a 
strong, Hiked hill, and cither 
impales it on thorns or wedges it 
between twigs to feed (- family 
Craeiicidae). R rev ion sly also 
referred tn some typical shrikes. 

• BLITTON-UUAIL 

A type of ground bird the size and 
sha|x: of a quail . but with a 
slender bill family 'Hirnictdae). 

• liUZZARD 

A type of tmjad-winged bird of 
prey that hunts animals and 
scavenges for earrion (part of 
family Atvipirridae). 

• c:all 

A short sound used by a bird 
purely to convey iniormatirm. as 
distinct frorn song. 

• Caracara 

A type of falcain that feeds on 
helpless or slow- moving prey; or 
scavenges for carrion. 

• Cardinal 

A type nf llnehlike turd, often 
brightly colored, with a heavy, 
seed -eating type of bill (part of 
family KndierizidaL-). 
•CARRION 

(’arcasscs or parts of dead animals 
eaten by hnds (or other carrion- 
eaters) chat have not killed them. 

• CASQUI; 

hard, hornlike feature that 
projects upward from the head ot 
bill of a bird, 

• Catbird 

Tliis name is given to birds of 
various different families that 
utter sounds like the mew of a cat. 
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c.K, f iray C'athird (part offamily 
Mtmkiae), Green ("aUiird (pan uf 
Ik m i ly J i Itmorhyi^eh idae L 

• CHAN'I'lNfi-GOSHAWK 

A ^lcnlJcrty hnih bird «f prey nf 
tipen etumtiy, nut pariienlarly 
rcscmblinK :i goshawk. 

• CHAT 

(ij A rv'pe nf small ihrush that 
cypLcatly watt^bes fmm a low 
pereh or rrem ihc grmmd berurc 
swrKjping im ^mall invcncbrarcs 
(pan of famrty IdrdidacK (ii) A 
species of American warbler 
(pan of family Paniliducf 

• CHJCKAlliib: 

Atternaiive word for tiL 

• Clutch 

The tntal tpianiiiy tff eggs 
ineiibated by one parent or pair 
of birds ai a lime, 

• cociGvrou 

A large Lind usiiatly crested type 
of All s I ra Iasi an puna it , 

• COLtlNV 

A group of pairs of birds tbai nest 
in dose proximity to each tnher. 
or rhe place in vi hich this iHLeurs, 

• Color pi i ask 

A type of ptumage color that 
distinguishes a hirti from others of 
the same speeief>H is not related to 
sex, age, or subspecies, and is not 
a genetic abnormaliry (muraiionK 

• Con IX) ft 

A type of New World vtikure. 
•CONUKK 

A ptjpnlar name stunerimcs used 
to refer to some species of. Son ill 
American pnrrol, 

• GONTOHR FIvATHKR 
A small feat her that provides 
protective covet to the body or 
wing cif a bird. 

•CORMORANT 

A type nf slenderly buiEi, web- 
footed vvaterbird that swims and 
chases fish tinder water (■family 
PhalacrntLoraeidae ). 

• CO'I'INGA 

A type of rain fi>rest passerine, 
often with display ornamenrs 
including w aides, hare skin 
patches, and vividly eisjored or 
imiisiialEy shaped feathers 
0= family Loringidae). 
•COnCAL 

A type of slinvbuilt, non parasitic 
eiiekiH> with weak flight, that 
skulks in vegetation and mns on 
the ground- 
•COUKSHR 

A type of fLisi-running sbocebird 
with long legs and small feet. 



living in dry', open landseape.s 
(part of family f ilarcolidae). 

• CR^VKRTS 

Contour fesitiiers of the w ing.s 
and above and below the base of 
the tail, some overlapping the 
bases of larger flight feathers. 

• GOVKA' 

A small group of gamebirds, 

• CRAKK 

A lype of small rail, usually living 
in swamp or grassland \'cgetation. 

• CRANK 

A type of tall non- passerine with 
long neck and legs, and a sharp 
but felaiively sliorr bill, occurring 
in ojxrn landscapes, often In 
water (• family CimidaeK 

• tlRKKPKR 

A type of passerine that hunts 
insects by eEindnng up the trunks 
and branches of trees (- families 
Ce nh i i d ae, K lia bd < 3 r n i t h idae. 
t'liraaercridaek 

• f]ROW 

A type 0 Marge passerine^ typically 
black, that ctften feeds on the 
ground: aliernaiivdy refers to all 
the birds of the emw family (parr 
or whole of family taav idae), 

• CUCK(K> 

A type itf slenderly built* insect- 
earing non-passL-rine, living in 
trees or bus lies* or on the ground: 
many specic.s of eueksjo are nest 
piirasiccs (■ (lueulidae). 

• O 1RAS80W 

.A type of large, long-tailed, long- 
legged forest bird resembling a 
gamebird, t>fren perching in trees 
(part of family LraeidacK 

• CliRRASVONii 

A type of large-hilled, crovslike 
passerine (part of CractieidaeK 

• DABHI dNG ni fCK 

A type of duck that feeds by 
llltering fluid parrielcs from ihe 
waier wirh its bill. 

• I>AKTb:R 

A type of waterbird w ith a long, 
snake I ike neck, a thin* dagger- 
like bill, and webbed feet* that 
.swims undenvater to catch fish 
{= family AnhingidaeK 

• DiSPl.AY 

(a^nspicuous behiit'lor by w hieli a 
bird indicates feelings, such as 
sexual or aggressive excitement. 

• DiSTRIlUTiON 

'The total area in which a bird is 
regolarSy seen. In this book, 
disttihution maps inehide areas 
where the bird has been 
iniroduecd by humans. 



• Divkr 

.A type of fish -eating waterbird 
with legs positioned well haek on 
the Ixidy for is nder water pursnir 
of prey; known as Iwjns in North 
Amefiea (= family flaviidae). 

• Diving ddck 

A ty pe of duek that finds fiHid by 
swimming underwater, propelling 
itself with webbed feet. 

• DIVING-PKTRKI, 

A type of seabird like a pelrul 
that feeds on plankton by diving, 
often plunging througli waves 
( ■ fam i ! y Pe Ecca noi il i d ae 1, 

• DUMitS riCATIvD 

A bird bred in captive or farm 
conditions to produce a type tliat 
is useful, decorative, or otherwise 
desirable to liumans. 

• l3UVIv 

Alternative name for some (often 
smaller) species of piflemi, 

• Down 

,A loose-rex lured featlier structure, 
occLirring cither as whole feathers 
or as parts of featEicrs, that Eielps 
insulate the body and retain heat. 

• DRONCJO 

A type of strong-billed, li>ng- 
railcd, alert passerine, usually 
black* rhat hunts insects from a 
perch (■ family Dieriiridac)- 

• Dl \CK 

i\ type f>f walerfovvl that spends 
most of its time on water riither 
than on land and typically has a 
broad, llattcned bill for extracting 
food from water or mud, 
•KAGlTt 

A type of large, strong bird of prey 
that actively hums other animals 
SpLirt of family Acdpvifidae). 

• lie I J PS B l"Li IMAGE 

A camonnage plumage brielly 
assumed by a male after iiKilting 
out of its vivid breeding plumagc- 

• KGKE'r 

A slenderly built type of hemn 
that is often pore uhite anvl often 
has fme. loose-textured display 
plumes w hen lirecding. 

• El iR ASIA 

The tandmass comprising the 
continents of Europe and Asia 
and adjacent islands. 
•KVKHING 

,A narrow and ilisiinetively colored 
ring, either of feat Etc rs or bate 
skin, around the eye. 

• RA K Stripe 

A distineily colored stripe that 
passes across the side of the head 
ineloding the area of the eye. 
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• Rac^ial Disks 

'The iwo prominent, rouj^hly 
scmifirguEur made by the 

fearhers un either side of ihc eyes 
Df most tiwl species. 

• FAiin-\VRi:N 

A type of small passerine of 
Aiistrabsia with a lon^? tail that is 
tisually L-aitied uprin^hE family 
Mainridae). 

• FALCJON 

A stoutly built bird of prey with 
capering tvmgs and a short, 
stroni^ly^curTf'ed bill (-family 
l-alLtmidac). 

• Fantail 

A ty pe of flyeatehcr of forest or 
scrub, often huntiu{( insects in 
foliage, fanning and raising its tail 
(part of family Monarehidae), 
•FINCH 

A type ijf sparrow like bird with a 
short, scout bill used for cracking 
seeds (- family Fringillidae); 
akemaiively refers to similar birds 
of other families, e.g. wuxbilb, 

• F1.AM1NGO 

A type of uadi rig bird of saline 
waters wkh very long kgs. svings. 
and neck, and a short, broad, 
angled bill used for filtering fme 
food particles (-family 
P hoe n i eoplcri d ac ), 

• FLIGHT FRATH1:RS 
Large, long feathers of wings and 
tail, used in flight. 

• FI.OCK 

A group of birds remaining 
together for social reasons. 

• L’lA'CATCHER 

A type of passerine that typically 
catches aerial prey by flying out 
from a perch, to which it then 
returns (= families Monarehidae, 
Muscieapiduc, and ’iyrannidac), 
•FORAGE 

'lb search for food of any kind by 
hunting over an area. 

• Form 

A varianr of a species, 'i'hls word 
can refer to (i) a tyT<^ clearly 
identifiable as a subspecies; (ii) a 
broader regional type comprising 
two or more subspecies; or (iii) a 
ctdtir pKase. 

• Frangolin 

.A type of gamebind resembling a 
piirtritlgc, usually feeding on the 
ground and living in open country' 
(part of family Phasianidac), 

• LKCKJMOUTII 

A type of nocturnaU perching non- 
passerinc with a short, wide bill 
and huge gape, swooping dow n to 



the ground to snatch prey 
(- family Pt>dargidaeh 

• l*RLflT-DOVE 

Antuher name for a fruil-pigeori. 

• FRl riTFlGEON 

A rype of pigeon living in trees or 
shrubs and feeding mainly on 
fruit taken from the branches. 

• FRLinCROW 

A type of crow I ike, fruit-eating 
eotingo showing patches ijf bright 
plumage color. 

• GAMBBIRD 

Any bird of the pheasant family; 
these are often hunted for food or 
sport (- family PhasianidaeK 

• (;enus 

A group of closely related species 
that have all evedved from the 
same ancestor (plural is ^‘genera"’), 

• Gleaning 

Randomly searching for and 
picking up food items. 

• Glossy Starling 

A type of starling w ith shiny and 
often brightly colored feathers. 

• Gnatc:atcher 

.A type of small, slender passerine 
with a thin bill and long tail, that 
hunts insects in trees and bushes 
(-family PolioptilidaeK 

• (R}i>wrr 

A type of .shorehird with a long, 
thin bill, which may be either 
straight nr slightly upenrved (part 
of family Scolopaddae). 

• Goose 

A type of svnterfcml with 
relatively long legs and a short, 
strong bill, adapicd for walking, 
grazing, and digging for mots. 

• GOSI LAWK 

A type of large, forest-dwelling 
htiwk w'ith broad, monded wings 
and a long tail. 

• Grackle 

(i) A type of glcjssy-piumaged 
New World blackbird with a 
slim, tapering bill and a long tail. 

(ii) Also describes certain species 
of myna and starling. 

• Grassland 

Open areas where vegetation is 
dominated by short or tall grasses. 

• Grebe 

A type of thin- necked. finc-biUed 
waterbtrd that i.s almost tailless 
and feeds by pursuing underwater 
prey, propelled by feet with lobed 
toes (■ family Podieipedidae). 

• Green-Pigeon 

A type of fruit-earing pigeon with 
green plum'^ge for camounagCt 
Ei^'ing among trees and shrubs. 



• Grosbeak 

A finchlike bird with a very stout, 
seed -cracking bill. Refers to some 
birds in the finch family 
(Fringillidae) and s<imc cardinals 
(part of family Hmberizidae). 

• Grouse 

A ty pe rif stout, mainly ground- 
dw'cEling gamebird with dense 
feathering. 

• GUAN 

A ty pe of EieC'd welling bird that 
resembles a gamebird, with long, 
strong legs and often with bare 
wattles (part of C.Vacidae). 

• GUINEAFOWL 

A type of ertmpactly built 
gamebird with a short tail, living 
mainly on dry, open ground. 
•GULL 

A ty |ie of web-footed walerbird. 
often coastal, with a strong bill; 
scavenging or partly predatory 
(part of family Laridae). 

• Habitat 

J'he parr of the environment in 
which a species normally iiceurs. 

• HARRIER 

.A ty pe of bird of prey with long, 
narrow w ings used in Imv, gliding 
flight, and with long legs and tail 
(part of family Accipliridae). 

• Hawk 

A type of bird of prey ihai 
actively hunts live animals (part of 
family Accipitriclael 

• J lAWK-OWI, 

(i) .A ty|H: of owl with a hawklike 
shape, (ii) Alternatively a type of 
.Australasian owl wiEh small facial 
disks and a relatively prominenr 
bill (parts of family Strigidae). 

• HELPER 

A bird other than the parents that 
assists in s<mre stages of nesting. 

• HBMIPODE 

An old name for a button •quail, 
meaning "half-foot” in reference 
to the absence of a hind toe 
(-family 'Hitnicidac). 

• Hermit 

A type of bmniniiigblrd living 
solitarily among forest vegetation. 

• HERON 

A type of wading bird with h>ng 
legs, long neck, broad wings, and 
a dagger bilL usually wading to 
eatch fish (- family Ardeidac). 

• HONEVGREEPER 

(i) A type of tano.ger with a 
slender bit! for extracting nectar 
from flowers (part of family 
'Fhraupidac). (Si) A type of finch- 
like bird belonging to an island 
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l^rnup vviUii vuricd bill 
(- bimily Drcp^ninidad 

• I lONBYEATKR 

A type of small lo mtuiera.ie-size 
passerine with a hrush-tippeJ 
longLic, feeding mostly on ncetar 
from flowers, sometimes also cm 
inseets fa m tty Meliphagklae). 

• I lONBYfJUinE 

A type of small, perehing mm- 
passerine that feeds by catching 
insects in the foliage and eating 
wax. bn Hid. and honey from l>ees^ 
nests family Indieatoridae). 

• n<K>D 

An area nf a single plumage cuk>r 
extending over the head. 

• I lOHMlILI. 

A type t>f rmn-passetine with long 
tail and enormous, downcurved 
bill char \s usually surmounted by 
a casque. Some hornbills are tree 
dwellers (- family bueeroiidae); 
{tthers feed only on the ground 
(-family Bucorvidacl 

• HllAtMINGlilRn 

.A type of tiny, often brightly 
colored mm-passerine w ith a chin 
bill used for feeding on fltwvcr 
nectar, often while hewering 
(-family Ttochilidac). 

• 

A type of gtKjsc-slze wading bird 
w ith long legs and neck and a 
long, downcLirved bill (part of 
family '['hreskiornithidae). 

• Immature 

Alternative word for a juvenile. 

• IMPKUIAI. PlCiEON 

A large and often did I -colored 
tv'pe of fruit-pigeem. 

• iNClfRATB 

do provide constant warmth for an 
egg, allowing the embryo inside it 
to develop. 

• INTRODIJCEU 
DcscTilies a bird species chat has 
been brought by humans to an 
area w here it would not naturally 
occur, and is now established. 

• iNVIiRTlLBRATE 

A cype of small animal having no 
backbone, such a.s a worm, insect^ 
spider, snail, shrimp, or crah. 

• Iridescent 

.A term describing the glittering 
appearance of a feather that has a 
structure that causes it lo reflect 
different colors aectirding to the 
direct ion of the light. 
•JACAMAR 

.A type of slender, long- tailed, 
perching iion-passerinc with a 
long, thin bill, that flics out from a 



|>crch after insects (- family 
(iaihniidac) 

• ,IACANA 

A type of small waterbird w ith 
long legs, toes and elaws, that 
walks on floating waierplanrs 
{- family Jacaniduc). 

*,lA\ 

A type of perching passerine of 
the crow family, usually noisy 
and brightly colored and fiften 
scHr'iable in behavit^r. 

• JITVENILE 

fi) .A young bird that is not yet 
mature enfHigh to breed, often 
having a plumage differing in 
color and pattern from adults, (it) 
Alternatively (bijt not in this 
book) used to describe a young 
bird that is not yet independent 
from its parents, and is usually 
less than three months old, 

• Kestrel 

A type of sturdily liiiilt falcon 
that iisnally hovers w hen hunting 
and rakes small, weak prey. 

• KINGBIRD 

A type of tyrant flycatcher, 
often aggressive cnrmgh to harry 
prcdatf>rs- 

• KINGFISHER 

.A type of large- headed, dagger- 
billed, perch ing non-|itasserine 
chat plunge-dives into water in 
pursuit of insects or fish, sijmc 
species taking prey From the 
ground (= family .Alcedinidac). 

• Knii 

.A type of lightly built bird tjf 
prey with long wings and often 
forked tail, and with agile flight, 
that typically takes weak prey or 
scavenges for carrion (part 
family Accipitridac). 

• KnOKABimRA 

A type of large kingfisher w'lth 
noisy calls and a heavy, blunt bill, 
often living far aw^ay from water. 

• Lark 

A type of inconspicuous, ground- 
dw^elling passerine, the mate bird 
usually advertising itself with 
prolonged aerial songflights 
(- family Alaudidack 

• LAUGHING 'J'HRDSH 
.A type of babbler that utters 
laughing calls, often in chorus. 

• UiK 

.A communal display site used hy 
certain bird speetes. .A number of 
males display simultaneously and 
females visit the site in order to 
mate with a male. "The lek may be 
on the ground or in a tree. 



• LOON 

'I’he North American and 
Scandinavian name for a diver, 

• l.ORIKEiri’ 

A type cif Australasian piirrtJt 
feeding on nectar and pollen. 

• Lora 

A hcavlEy built type of lorikeet. 

• I.OVFBIRD 

.A type of smalt, slcndcr-billctl. 
short-tailed .African piirrot, 
usually seen in pairs chat keep in 
dose contact with one another. 

• MACAW 

A type orSuiith or (Central 
.American parrot with a l<mg tail 
and heavy bill, the best known 
species being distincrively large. 

• MALLKE 

Low-growing cucalyptns wandkind 
of semi-arid areas, in which trees 
are tnuEri-trunked. 

• MANAKIN 

A cype of small, brightly colored, 
fruit-eating passerine of forest and 
scrub (-family Ibpridae). 

• MANGROVE SWAMl* 

.A forest habitat in tropical 
estuaries and lagtums, in which the 
trees are supinirted on rtKits raised 
alxive the mud. 

• Martin 

Alternative name for some species 
of swallow. 

• MEG.ARODR 

A type of chieken-si/c gr<Mmd-bird 
that builds a mound in which its 
eggs arc incubated, or digs a hole 
in warm gniund ftir this pur|^x>se (=■ 
family Megapodiidac). 

• MlGRANl^ 

A bird that makes regular seastjnal 
mt>vcments between breeding and 
non breeding areas, 

•MIMICRY 

The ability of a bird to imitate 
sounds it hears, such as the songs 
and calls of other bird species, or 
occasitinally other sounds, 
including the human viiice. 

• MINER 

A type of modcrate-si/.e:, sociable 
honeyeater. 

• Mobbing 

Noisy calling and mock attacks 
carried otit by a gmup of birds 
against a predator, making the 
presence of the predator known to 
other birds in the area. 

• MONARCH Flycatcher 
.A type of flycatcher, often wnth 
bright colors, occurring in Africa, 
Asia, or Australasia, often in the 
tropies (* family Monatchidael. 
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• Mutmot 

A rypc af tfDpk’^il kircM nttO' 
p^i.sNcrinc with a Innjt* ofcci^ riitkL‘i- 
sluiped tuil :iniJ d Eong, scmn^ hilL 
thai perches and swnnps <m small 
prey (■ family Mumiriidueh 

• MOHSKBIRD 

A ryj>c of small, plump* niLuise- 
cninred fuuI’ passe rtne with a lonju; 
rail, mainly cadnf; leaves and Inids 
(- family CnliidacK 

• Ml f OH. .ATS 

l.evcl areas of mud created by 
tidal nuivements nn enasts, in 
hays* and liijrderin^ rivers. 

• M\'NA 

A type of starling with a heavy 
hiiild and a stcnit E>ill. 

• Ni-x:t.\r 

A su^ar sulution found in smalt 
amounts inside fin wens. 

• E\ESTLIN<; 

A very^ young bird that needs to 
remain in a nest and to he tended 
by adults. 

• Ni^w World 

DlacKBIHI) 

Refers to the varied passerine 
family to which the American 
blackbirds belongs the family is 
also sometimes known as the 
troLipiiils and sometimes as the 
ic ter ids {- family leieridae). 

• NMW WORLD VULTlliL 
.A type nflarge, bare-headed 
scavenging bird rsf the Americas 
{- family C^athaj'tidaei. 

• NlGHTHAWK 

.An .American type of nightjor 
often Hying in daylight. Like 
other nightjars, it resembles a 
hnvvk or ftileon in outline. 

• [MIGII'LIAK 

.A type nf non-passeiine* usually 
night-Hying* with long wings and 
tail and a very wide mouth, 
feeiiing on insects caught in flight 
family Caprimulgidae). 

• [No|>i>V 

.A type nf dark sea tern with a 
pale forehead that paired birds 
show to <me another in mutual 
nodding displays at the nest. 

• NOM.VDIC 

Having a tendency to w^ander 
unpredietahly. 

• NON-RASSLRINL 

A bird s|Tceie.s other than those 
that cimstitote the passerine order 
nf mainly perching stmghirds {.r/r 
/f/sap, M). 

• NUNUIRH 

A type of dark, sluggish non- 
passerine living in forests, that 



j>erehcs and flies out afier insects 
{part of family Galbubdae). 

• Ni:TH.ATt:n 

.A type of strong- ftK tied, small 
passerine with a shon, strung bill 
that dimbs tree tnmks and 
branches for food and hammers 
open nuts (- family SittidacK 

• Ol.D Wt)RI.n 
FLVC.ATt:ili:R 

A small Hyciiteher of Kurasia or 
Africa (- family Moseteapidae). 
•Ol^LN FORLST 
I’ ore ST In which trees ami 
un^lergmwth are well spread, with 
spaces I jet ween allowing visibility 
and movement. 

• OHIOU’ 

A type tjf agile, .slender-billed 
pa.sscrine of the higher foliage of 
trees and scrub, feeding on fruit 
and insects. Refers Ixith to Old 
World orioles family Oriulidae) 
and New World orioles (part of 
farnily leieridael* 

• OROI’LNDOLA 

A type of large |iasscrine ttf 
tropicni! forests with a strong, 
tapering bill, that weaves a kmg, 
bag-shaped nest and suspends it 
from brandies of tall trees in 
colonies ( part of family Icieridae). 

• OVLNBJHD 

A liird that makes a domed nest 
with a side entrance resembling 
an old'fasliioned bread fjven. 

Only tme spedcs is known as the 
Oven bird (pan of family 
Bamlidae). Seven species make 
ovenlike mud nests, and the 
ramily to which they belong is 
known as the ovenbird family 
(- I' limariidae), although these 
seven s|>eeies are themselves 
known as horneros, rather rhan 
ovenbird.s. 

• OWL 

A type of predatory bird, ustially 
flying at night, with large eyes set 
in fneiiii disks, stmng, grasping 
feet and claws, and usually silent 
night (* families 'J ytonidae and 
Strigidae). 

• OWl,LT-rvlC;HTJAR 

A type of snft-plumaged nun- 
passe nne with a large head* large 
eyes, and a small bill but a very 
broad mouth. swcMiping down 
ontti prey from a perch (» family 
AegoihelidaeK 

• Rak.\disl4"4 A c:atc:hfh 

A ryiK of momireb Hyeaieber in 
wliieh the male has a very long, 
slender, forked rail. 



• FAHAKHBT 

Alternative name for a small, long- 
tailed psiTTot. 

• FAHIlAl.mi': 

.A ty|>e of small, .stubby -billed 
passerine that hunts insects in 
tree foliage (part tjf Dieaeidue). 

• FARROr 

A type of non -passerine bird with 
strong feet for grasping and 
holding, and i,^ith a si rung, .short, 
deep bill with a htiokcd tip, that 
ean manipulaie and split open 
fchjd items (“ family BsitraeidaeJ. 

• PARROTBII I. 

A type of small passerine w ith a 
short, sitmi bill for esrraciing 
inseers from reed or bamboo 
stems (■ family Banuridae). 

• I*arrotlht 

.A rype cjf very^ small, sh<trr-tailed 
parrot uf .S<iuth .American forests. 

• r.\RTRID(iF 

A type of stoutly built, groimd- 
dwelling gamebird with a short 
tail and ruimdeJ wings. 

• I'ARTA 

A small group of individual birds. 

• I^ASSBRINL 

A bird belonging to the passerine 
order of usually perehiug 
songbi rds (str a/w p. J44). 

• PLUCAN 

.A type tjf lieavily built vvaterbird 
ivith a long bill and an expandable 
skin pouch hanging from the bill 
and throat (» family Pdeeanidae). 

• PRNGUI.N 

A type of Highrless seabird with 
shtiri legs set well back on the 
|>ody, hunting underwater by 
s W'i m ming w i i h na r m w , 11 1 ppe r- 
like w ings, and walking upright 
w'fien on land (« family 
Spheniscidae). 

• Pi:rRERSHKlKli 

A type of heavily built \'lre<> w ith 
a stout, hook-tipped bill. 

• Perching |^IRD 

A bird with feet adapted for 
grasping the more level twigs and 
bmnelics in order to stand or rest, 
usually living mainly In trees or 
.shrubs. A perching bird is not 
necessarily a passerine. 

• PETRI :l 

.A type of oceanic seabird wlrh 
nostrils in the form of tubes lying 
along the top of the bill, with 
long, narrow wings and fast flight* 
usually feeding by taking small 
creatures from or just under the 
sea Mirfaee (part of family 
Brocellariidae). 
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• P[-:\vHi-: 

A type of small, dralvltinking 
tyninl fiyeiitelTier turned after 
tliL- sou rid of ks usuiil song. 

An tithe r word for ctsltir phii se. 

- pnemBP 

A lypeof tyrnnl fly eatciier 
named after its “fee-hee'' call, 

• PlCULhrr 

A type of liny >vcKidpecker. 

• Pi{;t:uN 

A r\ pc of mm-passcrine w ith 
iliiek, soft plumaj;c. a small, 
rounded heatf flesliy nostrils, and 
to€jin" calls. Stjme arc perdiinf^ 
Birds and others arc ground birds, 
usually walking with rapid steps 
(- family (lolumbidae). 

• PlUiATliD 

Refers to a bird in w hieli the 
feathers of the whole top of the 
head form a crest. 

• Pipit 

A type of small, inconspiciionsly 
colored, mainly ^^mund-dwcllinji 
passerine vi ith a slender, inscct- 
cat inf; bill, usually walkirEj; and 
running; But not hopping (part of 
family Motacilhdac). 

• Pin A 

A type of Forest-floor passerine 
widi a large head, round Body, 
very^ short tail, and long legs 
(- family Pitddaeh 

• Plankion 

A varied eommimity of animals 
and plants, mostly miemseopieuby 
small, swimming <ir suspended in 
seawater or lakes. 

• Pi.OVPk 

i\ type of shorehird with a 
rounded head and relatively short 
bill. Plovers typically feed in o|ien 
places By making short runs and 
snatching up small prey that is 
visible on the ground surface 
{ ^ fa m i I y f Ih a ra d ri i t! ac ) . 

• PR A'l'lNCXJLK 

A type of slinrcbird with a short. 
Broad bilk large eyes, and often a 
forked tail, that catches inseets in 
flight {part of family Cdareolidae), 

Actions By which a Bird grooms its 
plumage and maintains itin good 
Loiidition By use of bill and ebws. 

• Primary fbatiirrs 

I nOng flight feathers on the outer 
half of the wing. 

• PUFFBIRl) 

A type of stout, liKtse-plumagcd. 
perching non- pas serine with a 
short, stout Bill, that flies out from 



a perch to seize prey in nearby 
vegetation (part of BucconidaeK 
- Ql All. 

A type of small, plump, ground - 
living gamebird with a short rail, 

■ R AO-: 

Alternative w^ord for jigBspeeics. 

• R ACKHT 

The e?ipandcd and usually 
rounded tip of a long Tea then 

• Rah. 

A type of com pact, long-toed non- 
passerine of tow vegetation, 
marsh, and waterside family 
Kallidael 

• Rain l*ORKsr 

Kvergreen tropical forest that 
depends on constant rainfall 
throughout the yean 

• RAmiR 

Alternative wtird for bird of prey. 

• ratitb: 

rypieally a upe of large, 
flightless, nmning bird such as an 
O.strEch. which lacks the 
projecting ked of the breastbone 
found in all other birds. 1'he 
grtmp also includes tmamims, 

• RHnSTARr 

A type of cBu! with a rufous tail 
and rump (part of family 
'lurdidac); also refers to certain 
speeics of .American warbler 
{part of family Parulidae). 

• RESIDENT 

A Bird that nornially sf^etids all of 
its life witliin a limited area. 

• ROBIN 

Name often given to a numl>er of 
passerine species, mostly small; 
most have a conspicutnisly orange* 
red, or pink breast (part of families 
Ibrditiae and I'kipsaltriidae). 

• ROLUtR 

A rv'pe of stout, colo cful, li ig- 
headed nt>n- passerine warh long 
wang,s, that typically watches from 
a (lerch and sw oops Co catch prey 
on the ground, d/he nanw' 
describes its acrobatic display 
flight (= family Coracidac), 

• Roosr 

(i) 'lb rest or sleep, (ii) A place 
where birds dtt this, (iiili A site 
where many Birds fO€>st. Day- 
flying birds roost By night, 
n(H:iurnal Birds by day, 

•RfiMP 

The lower part of a liird’s Back. 
alKtve the rail and underneath the 
wings when tlicse are c|i>.scd, 

• SAi;r. MARSH 

Level areas of coastal marsh 
where the water is salty. 



• SANIXJROUSH 

A ty pe of short-billed, long- 
winged non -passe tine with 
feathered legs, that lives on the 
ground in tlry, open landscapes 
and looks like a gamebird 
(- family Pierodididac). 

• S.VNDPII^EK 

.A ty pe of gray or brow n 
sBorebird that usually travels in 
large floeks. May be large or small 
(part of family SeolopacidacI 

• SAPSlif’KIiR 

A type of wxkkI pecker that feeds 
on the sap otrzing from rows of 
holes that it makes in tree trunks, 
and the insects attracted to it. 

• Sc VI. A PATTERN 

A plumage pattern produced by 
the overlapping effect cjf rounded 
feathers that have distinct edges, 
cither dark or light. 

• ,SCRAPIi 

A nest hollow^ on the ground 
which a bird make.s By pressing 
its body to the ground, rotating its 
body, and kicking backward with 
its feet while doing sm. 

• SCKEAMblli 

.A lype of large. South American 
waterhird with big and long-toed 
hut onwx'bbcd feci, a small, 
curved bilk and loud, fat-earrying 
calls (= family AnhinudaeK 

A iy|ic of vegetation made up iif 
shrubs or low^ trees or a mixture of 
the tw(j, often thickly grown, anti 
ftetpienily including thorns. 

• Second AKA' FitATiii-Jis 

Medium-k-ngth flight feathers 
situated on the inner wing. 

• Second, \ in' Forest 

Eore.st that has recently regrow'u 
after the original forest has been 
ekared; the trees ate usually less 
tall and more onifimn in height, 
and w ith less variety of species, 
thus offering a different .seketton 
of bird habitats from those in the 
original (primary) forest. 

• Sb:i:D-EA'nvH 

A type of Bird that relies mainly 
on seed for its diet and usually 
has a short, stout Bill adapted for 
cracking and removing the husk, 
to eat the seed inside. 

• Sllb:i,Dl fCK 

.A type of long-legged duck rhat 
fret I lien tly walks on land anti 
feeds typically By dabbling on the 
surface of mudflats or in shallow 
water. It i-s stuwetimes more like a 
gtioste in its general Ijchaviot, 
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- SHORHUIRD 
A t>'pc of non -passerine ihat often 
walks or runs on the ground, 
typically with long legs, wings, 
and neck, and usually lives at the 
edge of water. Includes plovers, 
sandpipers, and similar birds. 

* Shrike 

A type of small, fierce passerine 
with a brgisb head and short, 
stout, hook-tipped bill that hunts 
small animals (- family l,aniidacK 

• SKULKING 

'lending to choose to hide in 
vegetation or other cover 
whenever the opponunity arises. 

• Snakebird 

Alternative word for darter. 

• Snipe 

A type of shorebimd of marshy 
places with a very long, slender 
bill for probing deeply for food in 
mud or soft ground. 

• SOLITARY 

Usually remaining as an isolated 
individual or pair, rather than 
joining other birds of its species, 

■ SONG 

A u.suaUy ekLxirate sound that a 
bird utters for the purpose of 
advcitising itself nr in display. 

* Songbirds 

Used by many writers tO' refer to 
passerines, 

* Sl'ANGLED 

Refers to birds whose plumage is 
seatiered over with conspicuous 
light marks, usually made up of 
pale feather tips. 

* Sparrow 

A type of small, dull-colored 
passerine with a shi^rt, blunt bill 
for cracking seeds <» family 
Iksseridae, and pan of family 
Emberi/.idac). 

* SPARHOWHAWK 

A type of small. Old World hawk 
with short, rounded wings, long 
tail, and lung claw^s, adapted for 
hunting and eating small birds. 
•SPBCIES 

A group of individuals that arc 
related through a common origin 
and arc capable of freely 
interbreeding and perpetuating 
the identiry of the group. 

• SPINETAIL 

A type of small pa.sserine with 
stiff, spiny tips to the shafts of the 
tail feathers, that perches; in 
contrast with the treecreepers, 
spinetails do nut use their tails as 
a support for climbing (part of 
family Fnrnariidac), 



• SPOONBILL 

A type of large wading bird of 
shallow waters with long legs and 
a long neck, and a long bill whose 
tip Is broad, flat,, and rounded, for 
filtering food from the water (parr 
of family 'rhreskiomichidacX 

• Starling 

A type of slender passerine, 
usually with a shari^, taj’iering bill 
for eating insects and fruit 
(- family Sturnldae). 

• S rORK 

A type of large bird with long legs 
and neck and a long, tapering bill. 
Storks walk on land and wade in 
shallow water in rivers, lakes, and 
marshes (- family Ciconiidac). 

• STOKM-PBTRRL 

A type of small petrel w^irh low, 
fluttering flight <- family 
Hydrob,itidac). 

• Sl-TBSPECIES 

A geographical subdivision of a 
species in which ail birds show' 
certain features rhat distinguish 
them from other subspecies. 

• SUNBIRD 

A type of passerine, usually small 
and brightly colored, chat perches 
to feed on nectar From flowers, 
taken with a very slender hill and 
a fine, tubular tongue family 
Ncctariniidac). 

• Swallow 

A type of small passerine with a 
small bill, a bniod mouth, narrow 
wings, and usually a forked tail, 
that sits on a ^>crch when resting 
and fccd-s by pursuing insects 
in the air family 
Hirundinidae). 

• swan 

A type of large, usually white, 
mainly swimming w'aterfowl 
with a long body, short legs, and a 
long, slender neck fur reaching 
underwater to pull up waterplants 
firr fotnl- 

• SWIFT 

A type of aerial non-passerine 
with long, narrow wings and with 
a short and \'ery wide mouth, that 
feeds by catching insects in the 
air. Swifts have small feet and can 
only cling to surfaces rather than 
perching (= family Apodidac). 

• TANAGBR 

A type of passerine, often brightly 
colored, of trees and bnshes, 
mostly in the tropics. Most have a 
,sccd-craeking type of bill, but use 
it mainly to feed on fruits (pan of 
family Emberi/.idae). 



• Teal 

A type of .small, surface-feeding 

dabbling duck. 

• TERN 

A type of seagoing or inland 
waterbirti with narrow, tapering 
wings, a tapering bill, and u.sually 
a forked tail, that swoops down or 
plunge-dives to sciiic prey in the 
water (- family [.aridacK 

• Territory 

An area defended by a bird, pair 
or small social group against 
others, for feeding and often also 
for nesting, vary ing in size from 
the immediate siirmundings of 
an individual bird to several 
square miles. 

•THICK-KNEE 
A type of sborebird, usually 
nocturnal, with a large head and 
large eyes, occurring in open 
spaces (- family Burhinidae). 

• Thorn BILL 

A type of small, inseci'eacing 
passefinc, usually with a short, 
thin bill {-family Acamhizidae) 

■ THRASHER 
A type of thrush I ike passerine of 
low- vegetation with a slender bill 
which it uses to probe among 
leaves and toss leaf litter aside in 
search of food (part of family 
Mimidae), 

• TlIRLfSH 

A type of small to moderate-size 
pa.'iSeriTic, often gmund-dw'clling, 
with a slender bill and often w'ith 
a melodious song (- bimily 
'liirdidac), 

•TINAMOU 

A type of gtound -living non- 
passerine wit h limited poW'crs of 
flight, a long neck w^iih a small 
head, and long, strong legs 
(■ family 'HnamidacK 

• Tit 

type of small passerine of trees 
and shnilu, with a small, strortg 
bill and strong feet for acrobatic 
feeding. 'Ins arc known as 
eblckndces in North America 
(i- family Paridac). 

• TI TMOl LSB 
Alternative word for tit, 

• Tody 

A type of small, green, rounded, 
perching non -passerine with a 
long bill, that flics out frum a 
j>erch CO take insects from the air 
or foliage (- family 'I'odldac). 

• Toucan 

A type of fruit-eating, perching, 
forcst-d w'cll i ng non - passe r i nc 
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wi^h an cnlarj^ed Muni-iippcd 
bill {- family Rhamphasttdac). 
•TRBE-DUCK 
An alternative name for 
whtslIJn^-duck. 

TRHE-SWIFT 
A type of aerial nrin-passcfine 
with a short, very wide mouth,, 
and long wings and tail, feeding 
on insects caught in the air, and 
able to perch, rest, and nest in 
trees (-family Hemiprotnidae), 

• TKIvECREEPEiR 

.A type of small passerine vvith a 
slender, slighrly downcurved hill, 
that elimbs tree tnmks and 
branches, some species using the 
tail as a sup^xirr (- fiimilics 
Certhii dac and Climacteridae). 

• THOfiON 

A type of tree-dwelling non- 
passerine with a compact Iwdy, 
long tail, and rmind head with a 
short, wide bill: it flies out from a 
perch to snatch insects in midair, 
ttr to take fruit while hovering 
(“ family Trogonidae). 

• Trolipiai. 

An alternative name referring 
either to the New World 
hlnckbirds in general (-family 
(ctcridae) or to a common species 
of South American oriole that 
belongs to this family, 

• TRI IMPETI-’R 

A type (if forcst-dw^elling nnn- 
passerine, living mainly on the 
ground, w^ith a lt>ngish neck and 
round head, long, strong kgs. and 
deep calls (- family Pstiphiidac). 

• TUNDRA 

A habitat consisting of short 
vegetation, often w^atcrlogged. 
Iiordering the polar regions: the 
underlying soil is frozen in winter, 
bin the surface thaws in summer, 
allowing some low plant growth. 
•TURACO 

A type of slender, soft- pin mage d 
non-passerine of trees and shnihs 
With a long tail, rounded wings, 
and a short, biunr bill for eating 
fruit (- family Musophagidaeh 

• Tl IRKKY-Vl fi:n \Rli 

'The most common spcdcs of 
New World vulUire; this name 
is sometimes used for the family 
(Cathartidac) as a whole, 

• rVRAN I' Fl.\ CATCHIER 
A tyjie of flycatcher of the 
Americas (= family 'lyrannUlae), 

^ VIRRO 

A iyj>e of small, slender passerine 
with a shon, sturdy bill, Vircos 



typically hunt insects among the 
foliage (- family Virconidach 
•VULTURE 

A tyj>e of scavenging bird of prey 
feeding on canritm and lacking or 
partly lacking feathers on head 
and neck (- family Cathartidac 
and part of family Acdpimdack 

• WADER 

(i) A British term, in common use 
until the 1970s. now generally 
replaced hy the North American 
term shorebird. (ii) A North 
American term for a large, long- 
legged wading bird such as a 
stork, heron, or spoonbill. 

• WAGTAIL 

A ty^pc of .slender, gmtmd- 
dwelling passerine with a long tail 
that is flexed up and dow n when 
the bird is active (part nf family 
Mntacillidae); also refers to certain 
similar-looking species of tyrant 
and monarch flycatcher. 

• Warbler 

A ry jx: of insect-eating pas,scrinc, 
often with a frequently used, 
musical stmg (families Sylviidae, 
Parulidae). Also refers to certain 
species in the ihombill family 
{Acanthizidac). 

•WATERBIRD 
A bird rhat is usually found in, on. 
or near water. Phis term covers a 
broad range of bird families. 

• WATER EUW1. 

A type of web-ftjoted waterbird 
of the duck, got)se, and 
family (- Anatidac}. 

• WaTI'LE 

A prominent or pendant patch of 
bare skin on the head ot neck, 
usualty brightly colored and r>ften 
capable of being enlarged 
in display. 

• WAXBIIJ. 

A tyi>c of small or very small 
passerine widi a sced-cracking bill 
that is often bright red or orange 
(- family Estrildidac), 

• We. AY EH 

A type of small passerine with a 
seed -cracking bill. Mtist species 
w^eai^e their nests with strips of 
fresh plant material (« family 
PtoceidaeJ. 

• Whe.ati:ak 

A rype of small, thrush I ike bird 
that lives mainly on the ground 
and has a con,spicuntts w^hitc 
rump (part of family 'riirdidae). 

• WUISTUiR 

A type of passerine with a 
roumied head and stmng or luMjk- 



tipped bill, and often a loud, 
musical song (- family 
PachyccphalidacK 

• WHISTLING-DUCK 

A type of long-legged and long- 
necked duck, usually 
gregarimis and having noisy, 
w'histling calls, some species 
resting and nesting in trees. 

• WHITE-EYE 

A type of tiny passerine living 
in trees and shrubs, with a 
small, thin bill and with a white 
ring of feathers around each eye 
(- family Zostcropidac) 

• Why DAI I 

A type of long-tailed weaver 
parasitizing nests of waxbills. 

• WIDOWBIRU 

A type of long-tailed we over 
that is not a nest parasite.'nie 
long, black tail gave rise tn the 
“widows" part of this name, 
•WILDFOWL 
Another name for waterfow l, 
•WING BAR 
A short, brightly colored or 
white band on the wing, 

• WING STRIPE 

A brightly colored band along 
the extended wing, 

• W'OalXlREEPER 

A type of sEender-bodied 
passerine that climbs tree 
trunks and branches, t^ften 
supported Ely its tail: bills vary 
Ixsrween species, from slemier 
to strong and from long to short 
{- family lYendrocolaptidae). 

• W(X>DEECKER 

A type of ni5o- passerine that 
clambers up tree trunks and 
branches, partly proppetl up by 
its tail, with a strong, tapering 
hill that can make holes in w'ood 
(-family Picidaek 

• W<K)DSWALLOW 

A type of perching passerine 
witl^ j large head, shnrr, broad 
bill, and long vvings, that feeds 
in f1tK:ks by chasing in.sects in 
the air (= family ArtamidacI, 

• Wren 

A type of passerine of low^ 
vegetation, often smalE. 
normally thin-billed, and 
us [Tally with an upright tail 
(- family 'Iroglodyrldaek or a 
similar-looking bird of another 
family (Aeanthisittidac, 
Maliiridae. Acanthi/.idac), 
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Index 



A 

Af ftn/Ah spcLics, 
ser CMiriurlh 
iVmtthhifNi fhhm 26.S 
Atanihisitcidac Z()5 
Amnrhizfi ^mHIa 3 1 3 
Acan rh i /.i d a c 3 1 2-3 1 4 
Aif L-ntor, Alpine 2W3 
Affipmr^tntiik 95 
msiis 94 
Fffiiihis 95 
Acci|iiirid:ie K9^99 
AiTiiio^htres fmm 377 
Airoirpkithis 302 

stefftfmiis 30 

ArryUlum vuhunrntm 1 1 7 
Aeji^ithjlidac 319 
Af^ithidm amdatits 31 9 
Ar^ifhbiii riphi/i 275 
At%oftifs jtifimm -02 
Atp^theks hib^iik 20S 
Ac>»ijihdid:ic 205 
Atdmpy^ij rhrhihme 32^1 
Ag/iponm pemumim 1 77 
A^ePtiiis phmmt i’tis 356 
AUm'tirfPts iifiSisirostns 3HS 
Ahypiknaikiki 7H 
spnnsii 7H 
Ajnki ajiijti 70 
Ahuibi at'vemh 268 
Abudidac 267-26K 
Ai haimsses 48—19 
AkfUmda 156 
Alced in idac 2 1 9-222 
Ak€iif> tiUhk ZZZ 
Akitkc 156-157 
Akmns thuhtr 1 1 1 
Akrfitm Pifhfimi 106 
Aikitik 1.56 




AhphtixiL^ phurmrphtiius 274 
Ahpmheti ae^pPmus 76 
Amiikilii, C 'Ejmnvm 352 
Affuiffdtjv// mhfhva 366 
A nmndum jnsfima 368 
Amfizmm iiesttVif 183 
^nddhigu 184 
nmtnx 183 

Amtrhyndms fnait/dk 140 
iiftiUt 80 
rmr/i 79 

iJiifWphTii 8(1 

pPitytiiymhm 79 
A n at id a e 72-86 
Andf^im Ptmimmsifrk 236 
Anhimidac 70 
Anhinga 57 
A nkni^ia 57 

Anliin;:^idLK; 57 
Ani. Smomli-billcd 191 
Aiusn^HttdiMs Jifttlmniim. 
see sompttiosiis 
ilitiwefifris 345 
stitupamsHS 345 
Amfdpfx (inti^us. see \sniefhis, 

;1 mdurfiynfhus hyetfwfhiHm 1 80 
Am^imdmpizii irnk fim 373 
Aiwits smiidus 1 54 
Atiseranser 74 
rut rukseem 74 
fHltil^h'US 75 

An senium sem'ipahmiki 72 
Anthird» dlicstniitdiaekcU 249 
CXclktcd 250 
Whiic-pliimed 249 
Andimhiiem peiradoxn 333 
Atiihartih mefmttini 33 1 
A nfhm prutemh 272 
Am pitta, Rnfous-crmvrn'tl 25(1 
Am shrikes 248 
An I wren, Rusty- backed 249 
A pa I is, Bar-throaied 303 
Apuhs drnmdftj 303 
Apiihdenm mmmt 2 1 8 
Apheluevphfihi kiteapsh 313 
Apheim uma mli/fjrmrei 389 
Apfiemwen sphuerntda 246 
Aphiuh met^nu 374 
Apodidac 208-209 
Apostlebird 382 
ApU'ntidpes (msten 44 
Aptcrygitiite 42 
Apteryx uustmih 42 
Apm upiiS 208 
Af/uiki ehys/tettiS 98 
Araeari, Chest nut-eared 236 
Ar/irhitifttera uffitm 328 



Am mm-fio 180 

A ram id He 122 
Afumtis pm mum 1 22 
Arat mpt sulsfit adk 1 8 1 
Anhikfhm aduhns 1 1 6 
Arden emeren 58 
goiiiik (i0 
hemdhfs 59 
Ardcidae 58-4)3 
Areunn/i iuterpres 1 43 
Aipisimms mpis 1 17 
Arramidae 383 
Artnmm e'merem 383 
Asin jimnmem 203 
Athene nw/im 20 1 
Atneh/fws e/anmsus 266 
Atrkhurnitindac 266 
Auk, Little, sec Dtn xkie 
A uripams/kK irepf 320 
Aukinm/tts rnhlpimm 247 
Avoeet, E^icd 134 
Aythyn fuUgHin 82 
vftimnenft 8 1 

B 

Bah!>ler, C4iestnLit-LTi>vviicd 296 
( :hc s t n u t-ru m pe d 296 
,Slu>rt-tailed 295 
Hkiketnreps rex <)4 
Babenidpiiidae 64 

^r///v/^(YjT npthruiu 1 21 

tkmaiiatpiit 348 
Barbets 234-235 
Bare-cye. JOaek -spotted 250 
Barn-Ciwis 194 
Hftrypditheupis mmfd 223 
Bateletjr 93 
Batis, Cape 310 
Hath tapensk 3 1 0 
BccartI, Barred 258 
Bee-eaters 224-225 
Bellhird, Bare-throated 263 
Netv Zealand 331 
Betr>ff>ceken Fan- tailed 325 
liirds-tvF-paradise 386-387 
BjsiiU'p, Red 372 
Rhlum lohittk 86 
Blackbird, B reive r*s 359 
Htirasian 292 
Oriole 357 
Rcd-u'ini^etl 356 
Veikm-licaded 356 
Blackbirds, New Wurbl 355-359 
Blackcap 305 

Bleeding-Heart, Lu/irn U>5 
Bluebird, Asian Fairy- 275 
Eastern 288 
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Motmciiin ZK9 
Blticrhrc^ji 287 
HtKirhilL Vcllf)w-brt;i.isi:cd .MS 
Bt^holink J56 
Boh^^ hi[c, Ntirihcrn 1 Ht 
BokmiikieriL' 278 

BmuhfUhi f€ifmfnm 27V 
27V 

Bt^rnhycHIklsic 

Soiiihern 202 
BtHiby. Bluc-foaU'd .S.S 
BovvcrliiRh 38S-W> 
Ihafhyptermuis siiHumigertf 111 
Br^chypteraciidiic 227 
Erantii intuifiemh 7.S 
iiijlvolhs 7h 

Bris[khink Rasicrn .>12 
BrtKidbills 244 
Bffttngetis rhmn \ 78 
BrusI) Bron/icwing 162 
Bmsli-llirkey. Ausinilbn 
IhilmbitPf) 197 

197 

nuhuhitsmsU\ 

Hitrm mua ntiarhius 222 
BiKxonidiic 23 2-223 
li/m'fi/i/j/a rhmgith 84 
HmTws, rhhiiifenk% 23 1 
BiiLcrotidaL- 230-231 
HmanmmftrZliX 
BiidKerisjr 177 
Biilhah 273-274 
Biillfindi. Kur;tsiLm3M 
Burning, (J{jlden4>rei)sied .>34 
I nti ij^o 342 
t)rnn;;c-hTcystcd 341 
Pniiitctl 341 
Rccd 334 
,Sii»w 333 

HupfmgHS {if fiat HUS 379 
Biirhiciidac 1.34 
Bi/r/ifffffs 1 34 

lliish(i:319 
Hiiscyrds 130 
Biirchcrhird. (jr:w .383 
B/i/fO hfiteo 97 
pmmki Hm 9 6 
Hurnridi^^ 62 

Biim>n-QuaH, Smidl 1 IH 
Buzzards C'niiiiiK>n 97 

C 

( giderita 1 7 3 

mstkapUhis, $tr iifihphm 
Ciikindrriiit raffseetiii 267 
(ddf/iriit.^ mimfiis 33.3 
Cididmtdim 143 
{Y/fitt/f/s 143 
C;dl;icjtid:ic.381 



tddifpipki ndffomuii 109 
Qdmkffi iiidki 3^X1 
Cdhftim nkuhfiriat 1 65 
Cidypre mma 1 1 6 
iUdyplQmnm tkndh 244 
Odypimi^ym'hus fummis 1 7 1 
C;impephagidiit: 272-27.3 
CumpyhfiNiniphuA 
ttnrhidniSim 243 
Ctimpyhirhym hus 
hruumkfipdfm 280 
Git imi shuck HI 
Cupiicmkbc 234-235 
CbpriiindKiduc 205-207 
(Mpmmiigm nimpufm 207 
Cbraciini, ('rested 101 
Gurdinyls 339-340 
Qirdimdh atrdmdb 340 
Carduelh fummhhm 362 
atrdiitih J6/ 
ddofisltfA 
flmnmea 362 
tmds 36 1 

Qitkutm {rktfiki !29 
Cbrbn>idue 129 
(ktfpfKoayx trtjmiidi 1 92 
(dirpifdifafS meskmitiS 363 
nisrm 363 

Cbssowury, Sourlicrn 40 
CbsiiLiri kbc 4{l 
Cmtmna^ {Yisuanuii 40 
(Yifitmidyt'/iyiirhis dind^ma 339 
Cb thirds 284^385 
(kidumu kt $ktui 147 
Cftfhmfi'ii aura 86 
{'athurtiduc 8(>-88 

Ci^km jdwm 242 
6W///«rmv/.r umphmumuK 109 
Caitrupiis supetrdmsus 1 93 
hunmmt 230 
Cfithdt {mmirmiii 324 
jiimdiarkklA 
Ct;rrhiidac324 
Cmhhnyx pemmih 329 
Ceryk mdk 220 
Cettki {t'fd 301 

/fmus 1 90 
nfdi/{)rs{i IZI 
(4iiichuluej, Pbin 106 
( dm/fips ftrnutm 2H{> 

C/i/Zi fUfa pfpigkfi 209 
C'hui'fmch .360 
Chidi^fpslUii duk-'enbrniel 1 69 
OmtiMfY! f<t^dfiht 295 
Gharadriiduc 137-140 
Charminus hwtiaiPi 1 4( 1 
vnriffim 140 
Cimrmmyitit papfm 1/0 




Chitsmnph 
sundiidt lmisk 315 
Chars 314, 352 
Char-'ryram* 

Chttumj tonpiata 70 
Ghickudec, muck-cappcti 320 



GhiOchaff, Kurusian 304 
C^hinnididac 14(> 

Chmm {dim 1 46 



ChhYixiphm ({ladam 260 
Chhimydeni mufukun 386 
Chiidmwis m^r 152 
Chkdm gpuidkn' 369 
Chhmphfiufi iip 'mi 347 
('hlorephonia, llhic-napcd 346 
Chhmpkimki {yanm 346 
C^hlorfipscidac, sfe Ircnidae 
Chhmpsis imrd^kku 27.3 
( 'knnk'dfs mimr 205 




Chciiigli, Alpine 393 
ChtyiiQfociyx mptius 1 89 
Ghiikar 1 1 1 
(ddnmmci rrgim 386 
Ckmi 'm rkfffim 66 
Cuconiidac 6.3-4 j8 
Chiriidium kunimm 288 
Ginckiiks, Blackish 246 
Chfkdes finffinrfkuii 24() 
(:miP^imm{ijaxZ^H 

Cim iit.t fkfdiiS 280 
ChuiyiYrfhh 
iififn/fii 28 1 
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Ci/f/is fj/i/ieiis 94 
Cfss&pis /ft'mfffiff 343 
C^isiiL’fjlu, Pule- 
crowned .303 
CisfPoh hmftf/fesfffiS 303 

gimidfinm I 
Climaiteridae 334 
CihiUiffens affmh 324 
Chmmuis inslgms 3 1 0 
Cm'mhrmmts 364 

vrsprrth/ifs, see Hespenphomt 
entkmpthidmas 1 90 
Ceahk^rim mkkmim 63 
C^ockatid 172 
C'oukatoos 17 1 

C:ock-cjf-chc-Ri>ck. Andean 262 
(.Wtdfii Jkivefiki 34K 
Cocribidac 34b 
CoUtptes aurutits 242 
Cpiihri fmiiiie&m 2 1 0 
(4>liidac 217 
Coihms viigiukifitis 1 1 0 

kemnonka 3 1 H 
Culmnit eehnus 2S5 
Oihimhit gumen 1 59 
kvkt 159 

pfjhimkus 160 

C^oliimbidac 159-168 
(hhimklmi pusserimi 1 64 
Clomefi Red-railed 215 
Ckjndor, Calirornia 87 
Connpopkaga 
mekiHops 25 1 



Clonopophagidac 251 
Cotiiopiis sordidiiim 253 
Con u re, Patagonian 181 
CtHJt, American 127 
Cmpiette, Ract|uet-railed 21 1 
Coretfias muduki 226 
gamths 226 
spekuhki 227 
Coraciidac 226-227 
C&radmi novaekailatidlue 273 
Cloreoracidac 382 
Comrofancs 56-57 
Corncrake 125 
Corvidae 388-395 
Ctifvhidk/ me/fkiokiikJ 276 
/dPi fn/ffs 39.5 
krffrk vrk vffrkos 394 
iumfie 395 
fn/gi/egus 394 
mmiediilii 393 
C&rythimhi msktUi 1 K6 
Co.Ktri^psiinjs iiegius 376 
Coiiugfi ewmbUts 261 
Coctnga, Black -necked Red 261 
Lovely 261 
Cotingidac 261-263 
CQfurmx cotMnux 1 1 3 
Ceucat Green, see Yd low bill 
White -browed 193 
Courser, Temminck's 136 
Cowbird, Brown -headed 359 
Cracidac 106-107 
Cracticidae 383-384 
Crm tkus torqueitus 383 
Cranes 119-121 
Cretidum inmitrulutm 381 
Creeper, Bnnvn 324 
Orx rrex 1 25 

Ciitiifetyiides km'^gdsttr 186 
t^rombee. Red -faced 304 
Crossbill, Wli ire- winged 364 
Cmtopkiigo mii 1 9 1 
Crows 394-395 
Crowned -Crane, Gray 121 
CrypHkellus undtikm 43 
Cuckoo, H lack -billed 1911 
C'hannel-bihed 189 
Common 188 
Coral-billed Ground- 192 
Didric 189 
C rear Spotted 188 
Guira 191 
Cnckoo-rineh, 
see WcLU cr, E^arasidc 
Cuckoo-Roller 228 
Cuckfio-Shrike, Black-faced 273 
Cuculidae 188-193 
Curidiis rmtorus 1 88 
Ciirassow, Ra/or-billcd 107 



Curlew; C'ommon 141 
Currawtmg, Pied 384 
Cnrsmius temmimkli 1 36 
f^ut-throat 368 
Cyunerpes tuerukus 348 
Cyau{}eimi erisk/k/ 388 
sk/krt 389 

Cyetritf/iseus puUigfmus I Hi 
Cymmpkft (ymm .391 
Cyriarkh giijmiemh 353 
Cyfhpsikii dlopklhithfut \ 76 
CygntiS (dor 73 
Cymhdmmus ihmitm 248 
Cyrtonyx rnomeznmm 1 1 0 

D 

Deireh Hm. aegmneae 220 
tyro 11 1 

DifpkoeiiosUkt ehrysopteret 323 
iyflptioH aipense SO 
l>aner, American, see Anhinga 
lymyonm krmhyptents 3 1 2 
lyelkhmi urhiat 270 
Dcndroct>laptidac 245 
Btndtoeopns major 1^\ 
Dendmygna rytom 72 
Deudroka romnata 350 
fiisea 350 
magiwiki 350 
peterkm 349 
kf^nsendl 349 
Daaptyus ampi/niias 1 84 
Oicaeidae 325-^326 
Dkaeam kfrundinufeum 325 
Dickcissel 339 
Dieruridae 380-381 
lykrurtis fortkatus 380 
paradheus 38 1 

iyighssii ryanea^ see Digkssopk 
Dtgkssopk fyama 348 
fy 'mmedea exulam 48 
t3iomcdcidac 48^9 
Dipper, Wlute-wingcd 280 
[ykffisura imigkitueia 2 1 1 
I9ivcr, Great Northern, 
see Loon, Common 
Diving-Petrel, Commtm 52 
Dolkkonyx oryx,h)f}nts 356 
Donacobios. Black -capped 281 
lyemmkius amrapUius 28 1 
Doiterd, Eurasian 139 
Dove, Common Ground- 164 
Ct s n; mtm ' I li rr le - 1 60 
Diamond 164 
Eurasian C^ollared 161 
Great Cuckt5o- 161 
Mourning 163 
Nam aqua 162 
Nicobar 165 
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R(>ck 159 
Superb Fruit" 167 
Dovckic 156 
Dropaninidac 352-553 
Dromndidae 133 
Dnomaiidac 41 
Dtomaius lUK fieh&ikndifjf 41 
Dtamm iitYieok 132 
Drongos 38 1 

Drymoiits sufiemftans 286 
ih'yiMOpm pUtiUm 243 
Duck, Harlequin 83 
MandLirin 78 
Musk H6 
Pink-eared 81 
Plumed Whistling- 72 
*ruftcd 82 
VVliiie-headcd 85 
Wood 78 

Dmiik peififim 167 
Lhimmik i'mvitftem'ts 284 
Diinnfjck 283 

E 

Eagle, African Fish- 90 
Bald 90 
Golden 98 
Hiirpy 97 
Lillie 99 
Martial 99 

Monkey-eating, see Philippine 
Philippine 98 
White-tailed 91 
EcUitiiS nmttus 173 
Egret, Caule 61 
Snowy 61 

White -faced, see Heron 
E%retta nm:aehnikutdute 59 
ihtib 61 
Eider, King 82 
Elepaio315 
Emkri%ii atrimUn 334 
flitvivemris 334 
sfhmnidus 334 
Eniberi/idae 334—342 
Empidmmx difftdfts 253 
Emu 41 

Ejikurus nifteapiUus 290 
Ensifetyi ensifem 1 1 4 
Ettfomyzofi fyario/is 330 
Eokphas roseiaipilius 172 
E.ophmia persoiUtkt 365 
E.opsahna fimrmih 3 1 7 
Ropsalttiidae 316-317 
E,phippiorhynfhi4s smegalemh 68 
iiphthidHura niffilor .314 
E.rettwp/iUfi aipestris 268 
Eremoptryx veakaHs Zhl 
E^rifhmiiS ruheruk 286 



E^yfhrurs psktaeea 367 
Esarus magmrQstris 135 
Esfrikk eisfriid 366 
Estrildidac 36S-369 
Euhuem ifourrierii 234 
Eudoftmus ruber 69 
Etidfnmk de^ms 43 
E.udtmnks morineUus 139 
Eudypiiik nwmr 45 
E^aphagus fyeinorepkaks 359 
Euphonk, Golden-rumped .346 
EupA&ffk rymiorephak 346 
Eupkaes ardens 372 
jiicksQni 373 
f>dx 372 

Eup&dims isfra 130 
EutQcepkfks anguidmens 276 
Em'iiSfffpf^dm etrgus 205 
Eurylaimidae 244 
Eunpyga helms 1 29 
Eurypygidac 129 
Euutxem kqmk 1 1 0 

F 

h' a i rs^- Wren s 3 1 0-3 1 1 
Eiikn hengom 103 
b'mnnktis 104 
adumkifius 103 
peregdfws 105 
spetrverim 102 
subhuteo 104 
fhmmmdm 102 
Falcf>n, Btown 103 
Lannct 104 
Laughing 101 
Peregrine 105 
Fakonidac 101-105 
Fantail, Rufous 316 
Fkeduk hypokuaj 309 
p/iix-ei 309 
siraphkftfi 309 
Fieldfare 292 
Mghird, Green 380 
Finch, B lack -and - 
rufous Warbling 337 
Desert 362 
Double-bar 367 
Gouldian 369 
House 363 
Pkish-eapped 339 
Red -browed 366 
Red -throated Parrot- 367 
sSafTron 337 
Small Ground 338 
Zebra 367 
[' infoot, African 128 
Eireiail, Red-hmwed, see F inch 
Fish-Eagle, African 90 
Flamingo, Greater 71 




Northern 242 

Flowerpiereer, Masked 348 
F I u ffta i L Ch e s cn ut’ h caded 1 24 
Flitvicok imtgekj 255 
Flycatcher, Asian Paradise 314 
Cattle 256 
ailT256 
Fork-tailed 257 
Pacific ,Sk)pe 253 
l^ied 309 

Red- breasted 309 
Royal 252 

Rufous-gorge ted ,i09 
Spiitted 308 
Suiriri 251 
Vermilion 254 

F I vea tellers. Monarch 31.5— 316 
bid World 308-309 
Tyrant 251-258 
Foliage-gleaners 247 
Forkcail, Chestmit-naped 290 
Fm'mieivorii ruja 249 
Forpus eneiesth 178 
Franeolins 1 i 1-1 12 
Frmiffdimis afer 1 1 2 
JmufoUnus 1 1 1 
Fraterciik aretka 1 57 
dnhafk 157 

FfYgam mifjorSH 
Fregatidae 58 
Friarbird, Noisy 330 
Frigatebird, Great 58 
Fnfj^lk we/ebs 360 
Fringillidae 360-365 
Frogmouth, Papuan 204 
Fruitcrtiw, Purple-throated 262 
Ftiika etmeriramt 127 
Fulmar, Northern 50 
Ffihtmms gknalis 50 
Furtmdus rujus 246 
Fiirnariidae 246-247 
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C;uluK 172 

Gaibuiii rufimudu 232 
Giilhiilidue 232 
(Uikriiifi rrixm/zi 267 
GiiUkobimki hi^onka 1 63 
GiiHhmgo gdUhmgo 144 
Gfilfwutn fhhmpus 1 26 
Gallinuk, Piirpls: 126 
GfiiiiraihiS mismifts 1 24 
phiiippmsis 1 23 
Gfiiiiis gfiiiiis 1 14 
Gil n net. Northern 35 
Gm'nibix afeihtm 297 
pff/mYilis 297 
Gitmihs gimidtiHus 390 
hnmr 46 
fjaviidae 46 

GfOfOiTyx faiijortiktmfs 1 92 
Geopeba 1 64 

Geophftps pimiiifera^ 

.iw Petmphussa phtmif^ra 
Geospi^ii 33 H 

Gtothlyph {rifhm 331 
Glmmiii nmdtmmm 137 
Ghircolidiie 135-137 
Gnutcatdier, lilue-ffray 300 
Gnaieater, Black-cheeked 253 
Go-a way- bi rd , W h i te - be Hied I H6 
Godwk, Hndsonian 141 
Goldcrest 307 
Goldeneye, Common B4 
Golden throat. White- tailed 212 
Goldfi ntbes 361 
Gonolek, Crimson -breasted 277 
Goosander, 

set Merganser* Ctimintm 
Cioosc* African Pygmy 77 
Canada 75 
l^gyptian 76 
Kmperor 75 
ffreylag 74 
^^agpie' 72 



Red-breasted 76 
.Snou 74 

CJoshawk, Northern 95 
Pale C'hanting- 93 
Cf?ur/i t k/ffrifj 1 66 
Graekle, Common 358 
Gtmutii reli^mtt 378 
Gmiihm ryfimkaeti 382 
Grallinidae 382 
Grassqoit, Cuban 338 
Grass war bier. t"ape 301 
Grebes 47 

Greenfinch, Kuropean36l 
Grenadier, Purple 365 
Grosbeak, Blue 342 
Kvening 365 
Japanese 365 
Pine 363 

Riise- breasted 340 
GrfHind- Roller, Scaled 227 
Grouse 108-109 
Gruidac 119-121 
Gms fijfmdensis 1 1 9 

gfl4S 121 

/{tpmfi^mh 1 20 
Guineafowl, Vulrurinc 1 17 
Giiir^ai mertika 342 
Cum/ gum/ 191 
Gulls 148-151 
Gygk i/kuf 1.55 
Gym//f}^ps tt/kfan/u/u/ts 87 
Cym//umystuK mtxu'//uiis 357 
Gym/mrf/h/// tiP/tr// 384 
Gypt/efus bfitbeH/fS 92 

H 



Ua/kphiig/t u/tvimftkifiiik/t 1 68 
HtmipnKUf hugipt//u/s 2 {39 
I lemSpnicnidae 209 
Hermit, Green 210 
Herons 5Ji-(j3 
Herpttf/tkm auh/imm/s 101 
Hespmphmm vtspt/kua 365 
Htremphmkf mpht/y/k/ 299 
ilkr/iatfus umrppmkks 99 
I lillstar, Andean 213 
Hbm/n///pus mika/u/ts 133 
lilppok/h pt/ikfk/ 302 
lil /'//// fl(/p//s i fi/tdi/t'ukis 209 
H 'm//ieib/ey/ jerr/ig/nm 256 
H I ru n d i n i dae 269-270 
lilr/t/kk mstka 270 
Htstrim/k//s hk/r/o/ik/is 83 
Hoatzin 193 
Hobby, Etirasian H34 
I Ioney-Bn/,/.ard. Western 89 
Honeycreeper* Crested 353 
Cirecn 347 
Ptirple 348 

H [ me ycree [>c rs, H a w a i i a n 
352-353 

I loncyeater. Banded 329 
Blne l’aecd 330 
New' Holland 331 
Spangled ,332 
White- pi timed ,331 
Honevgnidc, Circa ter 233 
HtHipoe 228 
Hornhills 230-231 
Horne m. Rufous 246 
Hummingbird, Anna’s 216 
Callujpe 216 




Hacmatopodidac 133 
U/mmmp/is i4sm/leg//s 1 3 3 
H/kryon n/i/kmh '/a/ 22 1 
Hiiky/etkts y/ih/filk/ 9 1 
k/ttwrpkk/ts 9(1 
vv/ifer 90 
Hamerkop 65 
Harpy/ fits d/arfi/i 219 
Hmp 'm h//rpyj(/ 97 
Harrier, Northern 
Hawfinch .364 
Hawks 95-96 
HHktuuster squmnosus 2 1 5 
Helktrnithidac 128 



Giant 213 
Ruby-throated 216 
Rufous 217 
.S\^ftrd ’billed 214 
Hydrah/ites pek/gtrus 52 
Hydrobaiidae 52 
Uydr//ph(/smm/s fhim/g//s 131 
Hyknkhk/ /m/sitki/y/ 29 1 
Hypsiptks kutufephai/is 274 
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[ 

Hiises 

Iftfrhi vhrtis 3S2 
[etc rid Lie 3S5-3S9 
irierm gfilimitj 355 
iderns, jmtimaw 

liwt 353 

Uknm mii'mtrh 259 
Itf/iiramr 233 

IndicytoridLie 233 
I urn. Qtmmon 275 
brmtpmik IIS 
[renidne 275 

J 

Jjciimar. Rufous-[ ailed 232 
J;Kaiin» 131 
Jmimt ^p bma 1 3 1 
Jacaiiidae 131 
JiM:kda%v. Eurasian 393 
Jacky Winter 3 Kj 
J aeger, [.ong-nuicd 147 
Jays 3K^^-39() 

Jewel - llahbicr, Chestnu t- 
hacked 295 
Jiineo. [)ark-ey ed 336 
Jnnfo hymmlh 336 
limgleFuwl, Ked 1 14 
JyHK tonpuih 23H 

K 

Kagu I2H 
Kakapo IW5 
Kea ly5 
Kestrels H)2 
Kd//p^/ kdtipii 1 9K 
Killdeer I4t) 

Kingbird. Eastern 257 
KingHsher, belted 219 
Mlue-breasied 22 1 
Cnnrimtm 222 
Pied 220 

R II fuiiS" backed 222 
Wbitc-eullared 222 
Kinglets 307^30H 
Kiskadee, Great 256 
Kite, Red M9 

Kit ti wake. Blackdeggcd 15 1 
Kiwi. Bruwn 42 
Knot, Red 143 
Kuukahnrras 220-221 
Kurbaan. Rlaek. 
ser bustard, black 

L 

snem/i 272 

I xammergeier 92 



Lfnuprarnrtfh ^ipbrnfidits 376 
Sitpedfus 375 

ijmmnm utrmmritmts 111 
txaniidae27fi-27« 
t .amiis ndinnif 27H 
kf/fA-ffkfitfs 278 
Lapwing, Nfirihern 137 
f.andae 148-3 55 
Ixarks 267-^268 
Lm fiSfrrmf /mvf 1 54 
] 49 

^ifnd/k 150 
d/f/ns 149 

1 48 

p/iii/id/s 148 
dibhandus ISO 
Ixatighing dlirnsltcs 297 
Leall^iird. Orange4)ellied 275 
Ldnihrk m^^ntnum 298 
I dpmf urrdiiUi 105 
i Apioptmlh sophmt 308 
Lrptnpfiim a'HnunifmiS 67 
I ,e p [( sst I mat i dac 2 28 
/ 4pummm dhiffhr 228 
I^urnpmr ra/AhV 4/M 375 

I £ii(QSinr id mdiiMtiitufft 163 

lAfhrnmtmnus pinifHPifm 33 1 
Limidd hnmmlkit 1 4 1 
Limpkin 122 
Linnet, E ii rasia n 362 
iAMi'dea thmiddd 25 \ 

L/ji ffs/dP/ 301 
Lmirhuf it grisdrapilPi 368 
[xufigbill, Cir ay- winged 329 
Longspun f -hestnut- 
enllarctl 335 
I „o[>ri, Ckiniintm 46 
Ijip/io/fiimtis mmntiffis 1 6H 
ijiph*}phnnts impeJdHid 1 1 4 
LfidaihiS 1 78 

Lorikeets 169-170 
Lory, brown 169 
Dll y veil btide's, w Brmvni 
Lovebird, Masked 177 
Vclkiw-csillared. .rri* Masked 
U)xUf ietidiplfm 3fi4 
tjtHuk urimmi 268 
t jt sank miikpf 287 
mi^irfn'iidios 287 
svffirn 287 
LykhiS dubim 235 
Lyre bird. Sii|K^rh 266 

M 

Macaws 180 

\fmhdendyHf'hiis 3 1 5 

Mmhaernptffits re^nfds 259 
. M/dk’form dxnSfiS 256 
Miifmdipfi'ryx ifw^ipnmh 207 



Mfifmjm fes 49 

Magpie, Australasian 384 
lA/.u re- winged 391 
bbck-hi|[ed, 392 
< kimmon, w blaek-btlled 
Red-billed blue 391 
Magpic-f I5KJSC 72 
Magpie- Jay; blaek-tliroated 390 
Magpie-Lark 382 
Miiim wimk mdi/iffatsts 295 
\tfdmnd\'tukfiS urnnhumtifats'^X 
Mallard 79 
Maileefowt 105 
Maluridae 310-31 1 
. Mdinrhs kumptems 3 1 1 
mdmim rphiilm 3 1 0 
pttkharwuis 3 1 1 
spkndtm 3 1 1 
Mandfm virdfhim 259 
M ana kins 259-26 J 
, \ffWimtm 33 2 

sqaaml^t r 247 
Martins 269-270 
\Ieadowlark. Western 358 
Mqiyn'enk dhym} 1 1 9 
, Megiitmtmi hitaMtifrphftk 235 
N 1 egapt hJ i i dac 1 05- 1 06 
Mehmtpes 
nmdidns 239 
rarnknus 240 
fkKyfam 239 
jimmfk.'drm 2,38 



Mdiinndmm vi rshri 325 




, Mdaigris guHnpiivu \ { IH 
Mdkrttx f/ttmms 93 
Mdiphagidac 329-333 
Mdipafes nhr 332 
Mekpsinm its nndidaim 1 77 
MfhspiZfi mckdm 336 
\kmtm n^aehtiHitndkte 26fi 
Menuridac 266 
Mergediis aiMIus 84 

Merganser, 
(.kimmoii 85 
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Mei^us 85 

Mcrim 103 
Mcropidac ZZ^ZZS 
Mtrops alhkaUh 224 
apimtff 225 
mhkmdes 225 

Silver-eared 2V8 
Mciiitc.% Brmvn 1 18 
Meimrtm nithdor 1 1 H 
Mesirornlrhidae 1 IH 
Mifntmi fasdnam 3 1 6 
Mihas aiihiiS 80 
Mimklac 284-2H5 
Mimtis pfdy^hms 2K4 
Mine r. Ye I lo w-th mated 332 
Miniver, .Scarier 272 
Miula tyanoumpfem 20H 
iguofuictfi 298 
MinLis 298 
Mlno dumimm 378 
Mistletoebird 325 
Mitu mitu 1 07 
Mmtmlm vada 349 
Mockinghirdt Northern 2H4 
Motoikrus {iter 359 
Momoridue 223 
Mona I, Impeyan 1 14 
Monarchy Speetaded 315 
Munanhii /rTVffga/m 3 1 5 
Mor>archidac 
314^310 



Moaasff /dgdfirf/s 233 
,\fafid/ditgi//a tika/d 370 
Moorhen, Common 126 
4/o/w.f /msaf/iis 55 
Ahmd//a nihfi 271 
dim^a 271 
fUtva 270 

Miicacillidae 271M72 
Motmot, Rufous 223 
Mousebird, Rluc-naped 217 
>\tu:^dciipH sidfiki 308 
Museieapidae 308-309 
MusophaKidac 186-187 
Myi frrm aakdimm 65 
Immrephala 56 
Mywpiimms mfrukas 290 
Mympdtifi mmmrkus 1 82 
Myna, CommtJU 377 
Hill 378 

Rothschild's 375 
Whitc-netked 377 
Ve I low -faced 378 
Myrmedzii exsui 249 

N 

NefNidma famosa 327 
kiifffietisis 327 
saufgakmh 326 
vioiaiea 325 
Neetariniidae 326-328 
Needleriiil. Whire-tlirinited 209 
Nfm'hmla kmparafh 366 
Neadi^pams mmsfatis 255 
^mphmia Imarkit 1 75 
pukhdia \ 75 
Neophrmt pemajpkms 92 
Neosittidac 323 
iVfSfffr ii&faMhs 1 85 
ddkipus audttis 77 
Nif^hthavi'k, Common 205 
Nif^hrinj^alc 287 
Nighrjar, Kurasian 207 
f eline {>wlet- 205 
Spotted Eared- 205 
Stiindard-uiiiged 207 
Nitjox Novaestekttidtae 202 
Noddy, Hmwn 154 
Nudfraga CQlumhkaut 392 
Numemus at^ptafa 141 
Nunbird, Blaek-fronted 233 
Nutcracker,. (.1 kirk's 392 
Nntharches 323 
Nycfta mtndkicij 198 
Nyetibiidae 204 
Nyvhhius^ jamakensh 204 
Hyi'tk&mx ayffkorax 62 
Nyrndf omus aihkoUk 205 
Nyityomh amkttis 224 
Nymphkm haikmdkm 1 73 



O 

Offanm f^reaukm 52 
Urhthaeca rhiMamameiventris 254 
OrreaTas tiarkra^ oodii 2 1 4 
Otaaraptask 162 
Ottmathe maandif 289 
Oilbird 203 

(hiyrkarhynfkas rommias 252 
Oaymgaatkus taado 374 
Gpisthocomidae 193 
Oph//to(Vatas hnada 1 93 
Ormmihdm ^stelh 213 
Oriole, Baltimore, sre Northern 
Bullock s, jff Northern 
Campo 355 
Golden 379 
Northern 355 
Oriolidae 379-380 
Od&/m f>do/as 379 
Ompendola, Olive 357 
Orta/is vefu/a 1 06 
Orrhonychidae 294 
Orthalamus sen feus 304 
Osprey 88 
Ostrich 39 
Otididae 130 
Oth tarda 130 
Qtusash 196 
kucfitk 195 
sfops 195 
Ovenbird 351 
Owl, Barred 199 
Barn 194 
Boreal 202 
Buffy fish- 198 
Burrowing ZO I 
Eastern Screech- 196 
Eurasian Eagle- 197 
Eurasian Scops- 195 
Great Gray 2(H) 

Great Horned 197 
Little 201 

Ntjrihern Haw k- 200 
Oriental Bay- l*/4 
,Short-eared 203 
.Snowy 198 
Spectacled 195 
4'awny 

White- faced Scops- 195 
Ow'lei-Nighcjan Feline 205 
Oxpeeker, Yellow-hilled 379 
Oxyruneidac 263 
Oxymnfas fristatus 263 
(^xyura kurmephakt 85 
Gyslercatcher, Eurasian 133 

P 

Parhycephaki ptfturaih 3 1 9 
Pachyccphalidae 3 1 8-3 1 9 
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P/j/Ayp/if/i ffifiur 5 \ 
Pfjrhyramphm 2SH 

Pmkia {f/yzkwfi 
Painicd-Snipc 132 
Pf//iru'fm dfiki 353 
Pfitifimn hiifrnHm HH 
Pundumidac KM 
Piimiridiie 300 
PanuniA hhniniais 3W) 
Panihntm nmamim 
Puradkimt mhmry<M 
mdulphi 3M7 
Pamdisacidac 3K6-3B7 
Parmhxumh fmidrl 3f)0 
Parakeet, Malabar 179 
Mcmk IKZ 
Plunvhcaiicd 179 
Sun I HI 

VellmV’clievrurLed 1 78 
Pardalores 325-326 
Pardaloddae 325-326 
Pfirdiihm pttnmtM 325 
strhtfus 326 
[^aridae 32(1-322 
Pamarifi airtmtki 339 
ParrtiE, ,'Mexaudra's 174 

Hlne-LTowned Manji^in^ I7H 
Rlue-fmnted 183 
Plue-headed 182 
(knirke’s 176 

Doitbic-cyed Pi^- 176 
Peleetus 173 
( icdden-^hoEildered 1 75 
(jmy 175 

i lawk- headed, RetPi'an 

PesE|uec's, Vdimrine 
Princess^ w Alexandra's 
Red- fan 1H4 
Riicppell's 177 
St. Vincent 184 
[un|iioisc 176 
Viiltiirine 173 
Yel km -headed I M3 
Parrotbdls 300 
ParrotloE. Pacific 17H 
Panridj^cy (Jrayl 12 
Parti! idae 34‘P^352 
Pf/Hf!! fi/rr 32 1 
fiiiifiipUim 320 

imadrus 322 
321 

major 321 

Passer domestkus 370 
Pasmeda dtara 335 
Passefimt fins 34 1 
ijarrea 342 
kria/a/mil 34 1 
passerine: mcaninjs 244 



Pa/a^ofila gtgas 213 
P a II rat I lie 206 
Pf/t^o aisfam 1 16 
Peacock-Pheasant, Gray 1 15 
Peafowl, Oinnmon 1 16 
Peditinfimitlae 1 1 9 
Pedhmattm torquatus 1 1 9 
Pdeeanidae .54 
Pekamukks u matrix 52 
Pelecaotiididae 52 
Pdmtmts mspm 54 
fffddemaks 54 
IV4iean.s 54 
Penguins 4-P46 
Peppershrikc, Ru ferus- 
bmwed 353 
Perdlx petfffx 1 12 
Penenaatm fhmmeus 111 
Perms aplmms M9 
Petrel Cape 50 
Ckiok s 51 
Pintado,w(^ape 
.Sou I hern Giant 49 
Pettoka maffWfpAfdfi 3 1 7 
mtdtkfdor 3 1 7 

Pharimiknis mekatinam 250 
PhaethoH kptunts 53 
Phaet hunt idae 53 
Pharthorms gay 210 
Phaintipepla 280 
Phahiopepki mteas 2M0 
I * ii a I acr< jcof ae i dae 5(v- 5 7 
Phaktnmurax imrkus 56 
rarlm 56 
gaimardt 57 

Phaiaemipfdm mtitadd 2(W) 
l^halarope. Red-necked 143 
Phakiiiipus kdmttts 143 
Pkaps flegam 1 62 
Phasianidae 1 08- II 7 
P7iaskinm mkhuus 1 1 5 
Pheasant, C'onimon 1 15 
Cireat Ar^us 1 17 
Gray I'eaeoek- 1 15 
Rinj^-neekcd, see Clommon 
PAeuetkas ludf^vkhmas 340 
Phdetmm rormrulatm 330 
Philepittidae 265 
PA'domaehus pngnax 1 45 
Phdydar amtmmfh 247 
Phlrgopsis mgmmamhitii 250 
Phad'das hadlas 1 
PhoehcN 2.53-254 
PAae/jftrla pedpeArata 49 
P/iarfiltl/ras aigtkfd/is 261 
Ph( se n i eop te ri dae 7 1 
Phaenkopterus rtdter 1 1 
Phoe (deal idae 229 
Phoenkuliis purpumts 229 



Phaenkurus mhrnniS 2KM 
Phylldoayiis 
uo/vaehoUandkit 331 
Phylksmpus roUyhlta 304 
slhdatnx 305 
PAyMoma ram 263 
Phymtomidae 263 
Pka pha 392 
Pie idae 238-243 
Pkoides vUhsus 241 
Piculct, Ruftnis 238 
Pkm vindls 243 
Pi get) n, (Jiommon Wood- 160 
New Zealand 16K 
Nicobar 165 

C > ra n|;e- b rcasted f \ ree n- I f>6 
Paeirtedmperial- 167 
Speckled 159 
Spinifex 164 
Ibpknot 168 
Viett 1 ri a ( >o w n ed - 1 66 
Wimg^a 163 
Pilotbird31Z 
Piukfda tmaieaiar 363 
Pintail, Northern 80 
Plotms menstruHS 1 82 
Pipdf pi pde 107 
Piplki erydtmpAdtainms 338 
Piping-Guan, CJommfHi 107 
Pipits 271-272 
Plpra fdiratida 260 
mentidls 26 1 
Ibpridae 258-261 
PirtiHga iudftvkiatia 344 
tdivtara 344 

Pi/angNs sidpAurafus 256 
PitAtropkagii jefjrryi 98 
PiiAys adk/mtis 249 
Pitohiii, Hooded 318 
Plmhttl dkhmus 3 i 8 
Pittas 264^265 
Pitta hrarhyuia 2(A 
raendea 265 
ery/Aragaster ZM 
guaj/iita 264 

PltMSOfaa nt/oplka/itm 250 
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Viukhc 264-Z65 
PliJiUClittLT* 
milcd 263 
Piatak/i /furorof/rff 6^ 

Pkffyrmm 1 74 

Ph/y/opAt/s ^/i/tiiaikifus 3H8 
Pbiystdridiic 210 
PkfifVpA^fff/x f/kra/h 3s35 
IMticcicbc 360-373 
Ploffm auuikihis 37 1 
mikim 37 1 

Plovtir* American fnildcn I 3H 
mack-bcilied 139 
blacksmitli 138 
Crab 132 
K^yphan I3S 
(rray, see Eilack-bd licd 
Kirt^^ed 140 

Plovercrcst, lilack-hrcastcd 21 1 
Phivkilh fkmiinkit 1 38 
squittumkt 139 
PktvkimiS ae^pnus 1 35 
Podar«idae 204 
Paeim^m piipmnsis 2 04 
Poifka senegfiiemh 1 2H 
Piidkeps nistiifm 47 
Podicipedidae 47 
Podkymktts pmfkeps 47 
Pnguttlitkis ek^ysfH'onm 235 
Pmeephiikis tueppeUn 1 77 
Pokmaetiis heUimsus 99 
Pfdhpllki t aemkii 300 
Pnlioptilidae 300 
Pfihkmits pkimiis 101 



Polypkefnift khak firatfini 1 1 5 
Pikhtrlh iikxmiiirnt 1 74 
Pohtmus gtunnitntkl 2 1 2 
Pmiwfostmmis mfueps 296 
Pf«}rwill, Cum m on 206 
Pnmpi^i ttigran/fft 337 
Putiiu, (Common 204 
PorpAytif} mmiteUt 1 27 
126 

PfU'zmm iundhia 1 25 
IVarinculcs L36-I37 
Prmia. Graceful 303 
Ptimn gmaks 303 
Phun, Fair\f 5 1 
Primmpi pkimalus 111 
PrjHjcllarudac 49^5!, 53 
Prm Mkis Hiidtailits 263 
Pnfgm snkh 269 
Pmmemps atfer 333 
Pmneiki ffPkiris 283 
mminkins 283 
PriJndlidae 283 
Psijknp/tms mnumas 3 1 9 

Psitmmkus klfifsektitis 357 
Psepkotus ektysfipterygym 175 
PsfHfififrkais ntjlreps 232 
Psihpffgofi ps'/viophiis 234 
(^iiraddae 16*7-185 
Pskraius enf&trus 1 75 
Psi/fkaki miumkmdes 1 79 
fyfuimeph/fki 179 
Pskfumth mftis kkiphtA/ikmi, 
see CyekipsUt/t 
Psktrkkas fui^dus 1 73 
Pinphki vkidh 1 22 
Psophiidac 122 
Pkr/jf/es /ki/t/ka 158 
/k/kefkfekkf 1 58 
PrcriHzlidac 158 
Ptefvdromti fooPii 5 1 
Pkf'^gkjssm fiiSkirmlis 236 
Prkhmpus -kipe/ifm 1 67 
P [ i Eu no rh y nch i dac 3 83-386 
PlkmfffrhyfiikfiS vkihreits 385 
Pkhrrhtm atstifnmnka 295 
i6im>ird, C^hesmut- 
capped 232 
PuffEiis 157 
PuffiUHs pitffmus 53 
Pukahix perspkkhut 1 % 
[\cn<inotidac 273-274 
Pxeunuittus jm'fixus 274 
i^xhtkats 273 
Pynioptiins fhrrosm 3 1 2 
P V iy-' 1 V r am . K LI fbus- 
Eieaded 252 
Pygostrlh fikelme 45 
Pyrmepkekiis rukhifis 254 



PyrfkwofYix gfYnuhs 3 93 
Pyrrhukt pynAuki 3M 



Quail, tailifornia 109 
Cksnimoji M3 
Montezuma 1 10 
Small BiJtum- 1 18 
Quail’'rhm.di, Paimed 294 
Qiidca, t2ardmab 371 
(Jueifit airkbinik 37 1 
(Jitmfki pittptimkt 262 
Qiikffthts qiihaka 358 

R 

Rackcr-rail. Rooted 214 
Rail, RuiT-banded 1Z3 
Water 123 
Rallidae 12.3-127 
RaUm fiqnmkm 123 
RampktMidac 23f5-237 
RmuphiistiiS fYien 111 

/i/e/?fiNs 237 

RYimpAfMekis 344 

RYfmphmnkrmt 
mkmtAynfhum 
Raven, White-neckcd 395 
Rayadito, Thorn ‘tailed 246 
Ka/orbill 156 
Refntx.'hmmi nz:nsftm 134 
Recur\’irot^tritiae 1 33- 1 34 
Red|ro]|, Clommon 362 
R cds h an k, Ct uii m on 1 42 
Redstart, American 351 
Black 28B 
Reed I i rig, Rcarded, 
see Parrmhills 
RegukiS aiknefukt 308 
regtihsm 
samipii 307 

Rekis^imkfienYi rems^anUsi 161 
Rmik lienkukmis 320 
Rcn\i/idae 320 
Rhea* Greater 38 
Rhea Yimetianm 38 
Rhcidae 38 
Rtiimjcryptidae 251 
Rhumpmnmtiis nmmmekis 229 
Rkipfdifm kmupkrys 3 1 6 
niftfmtis 316 
Rhnkhmchhki msefi 343 
R/uje/oper/i YS ohsokta 362 
Rimehskihkt tYhsm 1 5 1 
Rhymhiips mger 1 55 
Rhynochettdae 128 
Rhymthekk ynkfitm 1 28 
Rillcman 265 
Riparki ripiirkt 269 
Rhsei triduftykt 1 5 1 
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koiit-i runner CJ renter 192 
Rj>liin, Amcriciin 294 
p’iisiern Vdhiw 317 
Kiiropean 2K6 
Northern St mb- 2Hfi 
Starlet 317 
Whitc-Eiiiitti 2SK 
Rotk-jiimper* Rnibiis 2H6 
K<iners 22l>-227 
kook 394 

Rosefinth. Pallas* 363 
Rosdia, Kastern 174 

132 

Rosirattiltdat 132 
Riibvthroiit, Siberian 2K7 
RiifTl45 

Rui^kith prtuvimiit Zt>Z 

S 

SadUk-hatk 3K | 

Saditariidae RH) 

Sftjfk/ftnus 1 fH) 

Sultamr, Bn IT- throated 340 
S/tkiifur maxhtim 34( ) 
sSandcrhnjL;: 143 
Saml^roiise 158 
XftffRhf} 1 1 5 

SapsiJtker, Vellmt'-hellictl 240 
S^/rro/hiwpAt/s pupn SS 
S/if uihnmi iugais 1 24 
Kmla fthmmtm 238 
Siixtmlii imipmfft 289 

^ayurms 254 

phoeht 253 
Sfhi thi mfu iry 
SthifTomis. rhm4r-like Z5H 
Si/iiJ/ffrffh 258 

ScimirarhilL (ioiiimoii 220 
Sf/m/fffA//iwys im’/rif//}ph 342 
Set il s Jpiie idae 141-1 45 
Si7//fjp//x rusfu'fiia 1 44 
Stopidae 65 
Sfopiis itrnhmki 65 




Setjter, Black 83 

Streamer. Si Hit hern 70 

Strnb-hird. Noisy 266 

Ser Ell) vv re n , 3 Vh i tt - l>m wed 3 1 2 

Scythdiill Red-hnied 245 

Sathrops 189 

Sterttary Bird l(K) 

.Stctl s n i pt , C j ray - b rcas ted 1 46 
Si'ifftrtiS mtmtis 305 
Saants fttnyaiipUhis 35 1 
SrimpAfifus rufas 1 1 7 
Smmf fih nmtpAmthnis 234 
Smronm fmmufh 3 1 2 
Stritma, Red-leg^cil 120 
Serin, Kuropean 360 
Smtim utitim 360 
StmpAti^a mneUPi 35 1 
Sliarpbi]l 263 
Shearwater, Manx 53 
Shearhhiil. Snowy 146 
Sheldutk, ( ajmmnn 77 
.ShcKrbil] 64 
Shrikes 27fi-278 
Shrike ‘Thrush. Ckey 318 
Sutim fummkks 280 
xmih 288 
Sibia. Riifmis 200 
SmkhjkfvmkiZ^-Sl 
Sieklehill, White-tippetl 210 
Silverbilk fJrev -headed 368 
Siskin, Pine3fkl 
Sirtella, Varied 323 
Klfki fiimfwm.kx 323 
eumpm'ii 323 
SSrtidiie 322-323 
Skimmer. IBaek ! 55 
Skua, Great 147 

Lon^^tailed. see J acKer 
Skylark 268 
Sme^v 84 

Smkmnm hnrifDstns 3 1 3 
Snipe, C'onimon 144 
Painted- 132 

Snmvfinth, Whtre-wiriged 370 
Smtmtrnu speftnhills 82 
Sora 125 

Sparrow, American Tree 337 
I ’ox 33.5 
1 Icmse 370 
Java 3f>8 
Son^; .336 

White-throated 336 
S|>arrow[iawk. Kiirasian 94 
Speofylo t'mkfuimkt 201 
Sphtrnfheres vinkh 380 
Sphcinseidae 44—16 
Sphemsrus hnmhjkik 46 
Spheummusiijerm\ 

Hphyrapkm vanas 240 




,Spiderhn liter Ckiiv- 
hreastetl 328 
Splzit tmuntymn 330 
Spizelkt iiiAmea 337 
Spoonbills 60-70 
Spompipfs fmayfkk 370 
SfitfAyns tmu uPim 206 
Starliiif^s 374-376 
Srarrhroat, St ripe -breasted 215 
Kfmfmnk fanptmis 203 
Steatornithidae 203 
Sfekuki ffkikfpe Z 1 6 
SfepAiiHfixh Ptlmtki Z 1 1 
Stcreorariidae 147 
Smrmnnm Imifiky/fuhs 1 47 
Hrenmtmpkt 152 
iirntgiimi 153 
furnnku 153 

Atiky/fkkrs 252 
Sritr, Blaek-neeked 133 
Skkki kik^/k/ 1 36 
Stonechiu. Gommon 280 
Stone (kirlew 134 
Stone Plover, Great Ausiralmn. 

T * h i ck-k nee. Be aeh 
Storks 65-68 
Storm-Petrels 52 
Strcamcitail 212 
Pynpera grat u/ifuf 384 
S//rpffjfk/r/ iiihkoUh 377 
Streptopeiki kramrln 1 6 1 
turtar 1 60 
Strigidae 19,5-203 

huhmpfiim 185 

lV//7.v itirn^ 1 00 
mZmPmi 2(H) 

100 

KtmtAkkfi ekierm 382 
SfrufAh t amehs 39 
Smirhionidae 39 
Sfitnuiki tiegferfu 358 
Stiirnitkie 374— 379 
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Thiduranm fmrara 21 1 


'Ihichlidae 210-217 




Thatmwphlhis paUiakis 248 


Troghdyfes aedori 283 




Thick-knee, Beach 135 


trogkdytrx 282 




Ihintjeoridae 146 


Troglodytklae 280-283 


Thhiotyinix orffignyiamis 1 46 


Trogons 218-219 


V . : 


Thornbill, Brown 313 


Tmgpn amu m 2 1 8 


Piirple-baeked 215 


'Frogon iliac 218-219 


Thrashers 285 


Tropic bird, VV hi re -tailed 53 




Thraupidac 342-348 


4 roiipial, jiT Oriole, CamfHj 




Thraiipis sayar^i 345 


'Friimpeter, Dark-winged IZZ 




Threshmmb aerkhplrm 68 


Turacos 186^187 




'rhreskiornithidae 68 


Tiirdidae 286-294 




Thrushes 290-291,293 


Tnrdux mtmki 292 




Thrvotnattes 282 


m tgratarius 2 94 




Thryoikonis indovkianus 282 


phihmehs 293 


Smnms vulgam 37S 


Tians ffinora 338 


pdatis 292 


Siigarbird 333 


Ttgfisnma imeatim 63 


vbrkams 293 


Suhin iuinn 251 


■nmaliidae 2V5-2‘W 


Turkey, Australian Brush- 106 


Sula fjr/muxit 55 


Tifiam ttlae 42^3 


Wild 108 


Sulldac 55 


Tinamous 424^3 


'rurkey-Vtilture 86 


Sim birdie 326-8 


JlriarnHS sokUitius 42 


'riirnicidae 1 18 


Simbird-Asity 265 


Tmkerbird, Yellow- 


Titnux syivafka 1 1 8 


Simhiitefn 129 


fronted 255 


Ibrnstone, Ruddy 143 


Sttniia tihiiii 200 


'111, Bearded 300 


Turtle-Dove, European 160 


Swallows 269-270 


Blue 322 


Ty ran n idae 25 1 -25 8 


Swan, Mute 73 


Coal 321 


Tyranniis savanu 257 


Swifts 208-209 


(Crested 321 


fyran files ZSl 


Syhi/i athcapUlti 305 


Cl real 321 


Tyrant, Long- tailed 255 


amulkim 306 


Lnnjf-tailed 319 


Masked Water 255 


ammunh 306 


Penduline 320 


TytnaUm 194 


nteppeU't 306 


'ritmouse, lufeed 322 


ly ton idae 194 


uutiaki 307 


'rjiyia. Black-tailed 258 


U 


Syhietta ^hytii 304 


lltyra rayaria 258 


Sylviidae 301-308 


Tme/ff/hy/arns krif/Ins 271 


UpHpa epops 228 


r-fi 


fhfhux fry/hnjfhynrht/s 230 


UptJpidac 228 


1 


Ubdidac 223 


Uraeghtfhm ianihiimgasifr 365 


Tm'hydn^ki b 'tcohr 269 


Todirhamphm rhioris 111 


Vrorbsu etyknahymha 391 


Tiifbym/irpth nietim 208 


Todns tarkx 223 


/ hacolius marmnriis Z 1 7 


Tiidumft tmhnm 77 


Tody, Jamiaican 223 


\ t 


Tarimpypa hkhemKm 367 


'fomrit 317 


V 


guttara 367 


"Ibpa:^, C'rimson 212 


Vanrilm armatus 1 38 


Mkilorbird, kiifous-iiiUed 304 


Tfipa%a peiia 212 


vaneHus 137 


I’akahe 127 


Tiifgm rrafheiiolitx 9 1 


Vanga, Rufous 279 


lanaf'crs .346-.347 


'Ibueans 23(i-237 


Verdin 320 


Tangiim nrthus 347 


' I \ iwhcc, K s 1 fi lus -s i d ed 338 


Vesimna rof tinea 353 


SiiirankVi 347 


Taxofhamphux pffitoptertis 329 


Ytdua regia 369 


Si'ifdott 346 


Ihxosfoma nirvin^stre 285 


Yini perut'iana 1 70 


'I apacu 1 1 ), R u sty -be 1 ted 25 1 


iiifuffi 285 


Violet-car, Sparkling 210 


Taraffa major 248 


'Ihi^opan, 'lemminck's 1 13 


Vircos 354— 355 


Immm etyhffihphm 1 87 


I'ragnpan temminrku 1 13 


Yirea Jitwifmns 354 


^rhahwi 1 87 


Trecereepers 324 


gihm 354 


leha>;ra, Bbek -crowned 277 


4 Veerunner, Pearled 247 


aiivatYus 355 


Irhagfa sraegaia 277 


1 Vee-Svvift, Ciray-nimpcd 209 


Virmiamus kurotb 354 


'leal 79410 


Ttrron hidnrta 1 66 


Vi r eon idae 353-355 


Tfkphoms %eylotius 278 


Trirhoghssm haemafmius 1 69 


Yltkionia virens 352 


Ttmthopfux rraudalHS 93 


'rriller, W hire-winged 272 


Vulture, Egyptian 92 


Icrns 152-155 


Tntiga mrianoimra 142 


King 88 


Trrpd phone paradhl 314 


tntanm 142 


l^api>e [-faced 91 


Tetnm tetrix 108 


Tmrkdus pniyimus 1 1 2 


'lijrkcy- 86 
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w 

Wagtail, fjrav 271 
Whitt 27^ 

Willie 3J 6 
Yellow 370 

Waptail-'Eyranu C Greater 252 
Walltrecptr 322 
Wanderer, Plains 119 
Warbler, Auduhon s 350 
Blaek-and-wlitEc 349 
Blackburnian 350 
CJettt's 301 

C' I amorous Reed- 3(}3 
I.)arrford 307 
finisshctppcr 301 
Hooded 352 
Mai^nolia 350 
iVlyrcIc 330 
Oliva ten us 302 
RueppeH's 306 
SedKt 302 
5)ubalpine 306 
Townsend s 349 
WliiEe-brciwed d ii- 308 
Wof)d 305 
Yellow 349 
Yellow-breasted 305 
Vdlow-niniiped 350 
Warblers, New World 34*^-352 
Old Wt^rld 30I-30H 
Wardebird, Yellow 333 



Waxbilh 366 
Waxwinj^s 279 
Weavers 370-371,373 
Wecbill 313 
Weka 124 

Wheatear, Northern 289 
Whistler, Golden 31 9 
White-eyes 328-329 
Whitefaee, Southern 313 
White throat 306 
Whvdah, Shaft- tailed 369 
Widow birds 372-373 

WU.wiifa n/riiui 352 
Woodenek, Eurasian 144 
Wsx id creeix: r, St ronj^- billed 245 
Wofjd-Hoopoc, fircen 229 
WtHjdbrk 268 
Woodjx;ckerN 238-243 
Wfiodnymph, Fork-railed 21 1 
Wood-]*ewee, Western 253 
Wot)d swallow. Blaek-faced 383 
Wrens 280-283 
Wren tit 295 
WWbill 140 

Wryneck, Eurasian 238 

X 

356 

Xi/fAf}rf/hpifs 
prufnrmpirAyufkm 245 




Y 

Yclhmhiil 190 
Yel I rm hammer 334 
Yell owl egs, Greater 142 
Yellmv throat, Common 351 
Yuhhm fmtmiieeps 299 
Jiavkoiiis 299 
Yuhinas 299 



Z 

'Ammdft marrour/i 1 63 
fi/Atafl/k 336 
y.oothera inferpties 29 1 
Zostempidae 328-329 
7&sffnfps pffipdir^siis 328 
pnVm^mkr 329 
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authority on the evolution and classification of birds. 

Alan Grecnsmlth is a birdwatcher and traveler w'ho has 
personally seen o\^er 7,000 species. In addition to writing 
about the birds of hLs home county, Surrey, England, he 
has also given lectures on birds and has led field trips to 
Madagasair, Ivory Coast, Guatemala, and Mexico. 
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